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Helplines set up for mothers 


1,700 

over 


By Jeremy Laurance and Stephen Farrell 
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MOKE ; than 1,700 women North Thames told a press 
were offered HIV tests yester- conference yesterday that the 
day after, a junior doctor who L752 women being contacted 
helped to deliver their babies had undergone Caesareans, 
and any out hysterectomies major gynaecological surgery 
was found to be infected with or complicated vaginal delrv- 
foe Aids virus. eries involving forceps and 

1 The doctor, whose identity stitches, 
arid sex has not been revealed. The case is the second 
worked at four hospitals in involving an obstetrician this 
Gloucestershire and Essex be- year, and over foe past decade 
tween. February 1991 and Jan- -more than a dozen British 
uary this year. The doctor told healthcare workers have been 
authorities about the infection found to be infected with HIV. 
after dKcoveringitlasit month. But in no case has foe infection 
The records of 50,000 pa- been passed to a patient, 
tients were checked and y es- Or Duckworth emphasised 
today foehealth au thori tie s the fow risk of transmission, 
began confecting; those who pointing out that there had 
were Jett to be at apy. risk.-- been only two reported in- 
Thqr are being offered noun- stances anywhere in the world 
selling and HIV testing, and of a healthcare worker infedr 
hdptines have been set up c to mg his patients, 

provide advice.; ■ Nevertheless. foe Director 

Medical- experts insisted of. foe Conservative Family 
that the chances of anypatient InstitutecailaJftircornpoJsOTy 
bemg mfected were extremely HIV tetnig-for - doctors — 
fow-and there was no risk at' paxticuhtrly those from coun¬ 
cil of the vmis being transmit- . : tries vdianp Akfc is endemic— 
tedlD babies. . whlte the Patients Association 

;.£lljedoctor worked at fofe ■; said that the infected doctor 
Gfoucestersttire Royal Hasp- should be named, 
xal from Rbruary 1991' until _ Dr Adrian Rogers, an Exe- 
October 1993; King _Geprge _ ter GP, said^ “the case for 
Hospital, Redbridge, Essex, testingisbecoming unanswer^ 


from August 1993 until ftbru- 
■ :'/• ary l9% Wiipps Cross Hos- 

pited/wythairi Forest "Essex, 
from Mardr 1995 until Janu- 
ajy tins year, apart from fast 

- Mardi;and at Southend Hos- 

- v jnta] '£ran March 1996 to 

October!996. 

: DrGeorgia Duckworth, re- 
gional epidemiologist for 


LV ‘wi i! 


Lttflewopds, ,. the poote and 
retaflmg group, has broken 
off negotiations to bfryfoe 
E395 xmHkm Freemans sluul 
order buaness from'Seans. 
The move could sfertitliid- 
djng scramWe for Freenfans 
and leaves litllewwxKT own 
development pJariVin 


able. It is becoming an embar- 
rassmeatforfoeheafthservke 
that these scares keep cree¬ 
ping up.” 

Dr Rogers, who will stand 
as a Tmy candidate in the 
general election, said that he 
had written to the Health 
Secretary fast month after foe 
death from Aids of the Nigeri¬ 


an obstetrician Olukayode 
Fasawe who had worked in 
three British hospitals. “1 
know there is reluctance in the 
profession because of a mis¬ 
placed sense of politidal cor¬ 
rectness. We should introduce 
tests for all migrant doctors — 
the highest risk group." 

But the British Medical 
Association said that would 
be a misuse of public money. 
Doctors were at much greater 
risk of bong _ infected by 
patients than die other way 
about. “A negative HIV test 
could provide a false reassur¬ 
ance because the person tested 
may have been very recently 
infected and it can take up to 
three months to show a posi¬ 
tive result Equally, the person 
could be exposed 'to an HIV 
risk after the test.” 

The Health Department 
said that because the overall 
risk of transmission was very 
small, routine testing could 
nut be justified. 

The Patients Association 
meanwhile protested that foe 
doctor's identity was bring 
concealed. But NHS manag¬ 
ers insisted that maintaining 
confidentialitywas essential to 
avoid deterring other doctors 
who may be infected in the 
future from coining forward. 

The hotline for worried pa¬ 
tients in London and Essex is 
0800 146271 and the one for 
Gloucestershire patients is 
0800 146091. Calls are free. 

Dr Stnttaford, page 2 







Adrian Target!, 42, with a replica of Cheddar Man’s skeleton in the Somerset caves. They are linked through the female line of descent. 

History teacher bones up on ancestor 


By Nigel Hawkes science editor 

A HISTORY teacher ar a Somerset school 
discovered yesterday that he had a Stone 
Age ancestor who lived 9.000 years ago. 

Genetic tests on Cheddar Man. a young 
hunter-gatherer whose well-preserved 
skeleton was discovered in the Cheddar 
Caves in 1903. have established a link to 
Adrian Targen. 42. a teacher at Kings of 
Wessex Community School in Cheddar. 

The remarkable discovery was made 
after Philip Priestley, a television produo 
er, asked the Institute of Molecular 
Medicine in Oxford to carry out tests on 
samples of DNA taken from the skeleton. 


which is now in the Natural History 
Museum in London. The results are to be 
broadcast as part of a series on archaeolo¬ 
gy in Somerset later this year. 

Samples were also taken from children 
and teachers at schools in the Cheddar 
area, and /him people whose families had 
been in the area for generations. To the 
astonishment of foe scientists, a dose 
match was found between Cheddar Man 
and Mr Targett. proving that they are 
linked through the female line of descent 

Yesterday, after the news was broken to 
him. Mr Targen said: “iYn absolutely 
overwhelmed. It is veiy strange news to 
receive. i*m not sure how I feel at the 


moment Pm just wondering how I can 
work Cheddar Man into lessons about the 
rise of the Nazis.” 

The Oxford team studied mitochondri¬ 
al DNA, the kind found in parts of the 
cells used for generating energy. Unlike 
nuclear DNA, which carries genes from 
mothers and fathers, mitochondrial DNA 
is inherited unchanged down the mater¬ 
nal line. It was used, for example, to prove 
that bones found in a pit in Russia were 
those of foe murdered Romanovs, the 
Russian royal family. 

Mitochondrial DNA is more plentiful 
and easier to recover from andent bones 
Continued on page 2, col 5 



Cheddar Man’s skull 


Blair pledges food agency 
as ‘consumer’s champion’ 

.. By Jell Sherman, Polly Newton, Michael Horsnell and Valerie Elliott 


Judge blames EU 
ban on caning for 
juvenile crimes 


Cro^Goart after .iS sexnai 
assaults agaiqstL duWren in 


TONY BLAIR exploited Cabi¬ 
net tensions over the food 
safety scare as he announced 
las t night that if a Labour 
government were elected it 
would set up an independent 
food standards agency. 

The Labour leader has ap¬ 
pointed Professor Philip 
James, director of foe Rowett 
Research Institute in Aber¬ 
deen, to ensure that the pro¬ 
posed agency will operate 
“openly and transparently”. 

Professor James said that 
foe agency would report to foe 
Department of Health and the 
-Ministry of Agriculture, al¬ 
though he suggested that 
Health, might fake foe lead 

responsibility. 

Speaking at foe Scottish 


Labour Party Conference in 
Inverness. Mr Blair said: "The 
case is now unanswerable for 
a powerful food standards 
agency which sees its task as 
being foe consumer’s champi¬ 
on. No more cover-ups." 

He said that at present 
responsibility for food safety 
was scattered through 43 dif¬ 
ferent quangos in three minis¬ 
tries. The consumer always 
comes second. Thar cannot be 
allowed to continue." 

In foe meantime, sniping 
continued between govern¬ 
ment departments over the 
handling of the unpublished 
report on hygiene in the meat 
industry. Although John Ma¬ 
jor said it was “ludicrous" to 
suggest that Michael Forsyth. 


the Scottish Secretary, was 
enraged by the Agriculture 
Ministry’* decision not ru pass 
on the rep in. the two depart¬ 
ments continued to make clear 
that each believed the other to 
be in the wrong. 

Last night it was disclosed 
that six people have been 
infected by the £. cnli hacteri- 
um after eating at a motel in 
Lincoln. Two women, one of 
rhem elderly, were said to be 
“poorly" in hospital. 

Despite the present difficul¬ 
ties. however, it seems clear 
ihar the Agriculture Ministry 
will survive after the election. 
Senior civil servants argue 
that Britain needs a separate 
Ministry to ensure that it 
keeps its clout in Europe. 


By Joanna Bale 
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TcmyBfairpfays football with Inverness yoong people yesterday before the Labour meeting 


A JUDGE condemned Euro¬ 
pean Union laws against cor¬ 
poral punishment and the rise 
in single-parent families as he 
sent two young arsonists to a 
secure unit yesterday. 

Sentencing the boys, aged 
ten and 13. to two arid a half 
years. Judge Rodwell QC said 
in Luton Crown Court that rhe 
abolition of corporal punish¬ 
ment in schoils had left teach¬ 
ers unable to discipline unruly 
youngsters, leading to an in¬ 
crease in delinquency. 

The boys, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons, set 
fire to a neighbour's house as 
they roamed the streeLs of a 
council estate after being ex¬ 
pelled from school. 

Judge Rodwell said: ' With 
the hesi intention in the world 
ci irpnral punishment has been 
almiished and indeed that is a 
requirement of the EU. 

'But this has resulted in an 
extremely unsatisfactory situ¬ 
ation. Nobody wants children 
to he flogged hut it is no longer 
possible for a teacher to deal 
with even a minor incident by 
a cuff round the ear or a 
smack on the hand, which is 
swift and something the child 
entirely understands and 
slops minor incidents 
escalating. 

"If the child dues not re¬ 
spond to being told not to 
bring gin into school or hat 
his mates up the teacher has to 
go through discipline proce¬ 


dures. If the correct proce¬ 
dures are followed a great deal 
of verbiage comes out which 
may satisfy the intelligent 
niceties of eductionists but has 
no impact on a great number 
of children. Suspension is 
hardly a sanction." 

The judge expressed con¬ 
cern over singte-parent fam¬ 
ilies, and said that children 
needed two parents. The boys 
had both come from broken 
homes. He said: "Both child¬ 
ren come from homes where a 
father for a lot of the time was 
not present It is often said that 
in single-parent homes child¬ 
ren can be given as much love 
as they need but that is not the 
entire answer.” ' 

During their trial last 
month the court was told that 
the two boys were among a 
gang of children who ha¬ 
rassed the Smith family on the 
Downside estate. Dunstable, 
Bedfordshire. 

One day, the beys put paper 
through foe letter box and 
tried to set light to it. but 
failed. Then a woman neigh¬ 
bour, described by the judge 
as “the neighbour from hell” 
lent them a lighter so they 
kicked foe door in and started 
a fire on a hail table. 

The blaze left foe house 
uninhabitable, causing £4,000 
damage to foe building and 
destroying virtually every¬ 
thing foe family owned. The 
boys denied arson. 
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Blair rallies Scottish 
party for battle ahead 
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By .Till Sherman 

TONY BLAIR yesterday 
urged critics or his “new 
Labour” project to trust him to 
transform the country as he 
had his own party. 

The Labour leader warned 
his party against complacen¬ 
cy, after an opinion poll yester¬ 
day showed Labour with a 26 
point lead over the Tories. “We 
are doing well but we take 
nothing for granted." he told 
the Scottish Labour Party 
Conference in Inverness. 

Mr Blair argued that Lab¬ 
our could make huge changes 
in government even within 
tight spending constraints. 
"There is nothing that makes 
me more angry than when 
people say there’s no differ¬ 
ence between the parties." he 
said. Labour would use the 
same pot of money, but spend 
it differently — on improving 
health and education services 
and on law and order. “The 
public sector spends £320 bil¬ 
lion a year. Dont let anyone 
tell me we cant spend that 
money differently," 

Scottish party activists are 
unhappy with Gordon 
Brown's announcement that, 
as Chancellor, he would not 
raise income tax rates and 
that he would stick to Kenneth 
Clarke’s current overall expen¬ 
diture figures. The Campaign 
for Socialism has put out a 
leaflet accusing Mr Blair of 
suppressing dissent. 

last night old Labour activ¬ 
ists were voted off the party’s 
Scottish executive and re¬ 
placed by Blairite candidates, 
giving Mr Blair for the first 
time a majority of supporters 
on the committee. 

Using probably his last big 
speech before the general elec¬ 
tion campaign. Mr B(air said: 
“ VVe run for office as new 
Labour. We govern as new 
Labour. No going back to the 
past. Not old left or new right 
bur a new centre and centre- 
left agenda for Britain." 

Directing his message to the 
electorate as well as delegates 
in the hall. Mr Blair spelt out 
rhe central differences be¬ 
tween the two parties. He 
reassured activists that he 
would campaign for two "yes" 
votes in the referendum on 
whether a Scottish parlia¬ 
ment. with tax-varying pow¬ 
ers, should be established. 

“Have fairh in new Labour 
and Britain will have faith in 
us." he said. 



Mary Blair, left who fostered Tony Blair’s father Leo, on the campaign trail 

Socialist birthright was 
fostered in tenements 


TONY BLAIR'S working- 
cfass roots in the slum 
tenements of 1920s Glasgow 
were given a new spin yester¬ 
day with claims that Mary 
Blair, his foster grandmother, 
was a firebrand socialist. 

fn a move neatly timed to 
coinride with the start of the 
Scottish Labour Party Confer¬ 
ence in Inverness, Mr Blair's 
office released sepia photo¬ 
graphs of the matriarch 
standing on a campaign forty 
with the slogan: “Peace and 
Socialism is Our Aim." 

Mary Blair and her hus¬ 
band. James, a Clydeside 
ship rigger who was seldom 
well enough to work, lived in 
the upstairs section of a 
privately let sandstone tene- 
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By Shirley English 

ment Their home consisted 
of a kitchen and one other 
room. They had to share their 
lavatory, which was down¬ 
stairs. with 11 other people. 

In 1925 the Blairs fostered 
the illegitimate baby boy of 
Celia Ridgway and Charles 
Parsons, travelling entertain¬ 
ers. The child was Leo Blair, 
the Labour leader's father. 

fn later life Leo Blair had 
ambitions to stand as a Con¬ 
servative candidate, but dur¬ 
ing the 1930s Depression he 
was a secretary in the Young 
Communist League. 

He left school at 17 and 
worked for the Daily Worker 
newspaper, but when the 
Second World War started, it 
was closed down. He then 


went to work as a clerk for 
Glasgow Corporation, during 
which time he married Hazel 
McLeasy. the daughter of a 
Glasgow butcher. He joined 
the Army in 1942. emerged as 
a major, gained a legal quali¬ 
fication and became a 
barrister. 

In 1969 the local authority 
began a plan of slum clear¬ 
ance. Tony Blairs grand¬ 
mother moved into one of the 
new high-rise blocks. Mr 
Blair said yesterday that he 
remembered, the move was a 
“great thing" for her. 

He said: “That hope and 
progress has changed for a 
great number of people in 
inner cities and that is what 
we have to tackle” 


Cheddar men 


Continued from page i 

than nuclear DNA. Dr Bryan 
Sykes, from Oxford, said; “It is 
extraordinary that rhe DNA 
survives at all. but we were 
able to extract it and sequence 
it. The Cheddar Caves are an 
•excellent place for preserva¬ 
tion as the limestone helps 
keep the minerals in the bone 
and the DNA intact. 

“It is not a perfect match. 
One base pair — that is. one 
letter of the genetic alphabet — 
is different out of 300. Bui in 
9,000 years we would expecr 
one to change by rhe norma! 
rates of mutation. So it's a 
pretty close match.” 

The odds against finding a 
match are not enormous. The 
institute carried out only 20 
tests, finding a single dose 
match. But given a larger 
sample, they would probably 
have found many more, if 
much of today's large popula¬ 
tion is descended from the 
relatively few hunter-gather¬ 
ers who lived 9,000 years ago. 

Doctors 

feelings 

SOME 50,000 women who 
have had gynaecological or 
obstetric care in four health 
areas would be less than 
human if they were not wor¬ 
ried by the news that a junior 
doctor who cared for them 
was HIV positive. Now 1.700 
letters are being sent to those 
patients whose surgery may 
have put them at risk from 
the doctor, whose identity and 
sex have not been revealed. 

Fortunately the risk, so far 
as is known, is not greaL It 
seems rftat there have been 
only two suspected incidents i 
of health workers passing 
HIV to patients: one concern¬ 
ing a French surgeon and, the 
other, more doubtfully, a Flor¬ 
ida dentist However, the i 
medical establishment and 
the politicians who have been 
only too ready to accept its 
reassurances have been made 
on more than one occasion in i 
the past 20 years to look 
foolish; and their foolishness 
has cost lives. 

Originally. For example, 
medical experts assured the i 
public that there was no i 
evidence that HIV could be 
spread uther than by semen. 


rhe mitochondrial DNa of a 
few Earth-mothers will now 
be shared by many 
descendants. 

Dr Sykes believes it is 
further evidence that the popu¬ 
lation of Britain is descended 
from hunter-gatherers and not 
from a later group of farmers 
who migrated to the country . 
His belief, backed by a much 
larger study of many different 
European populations, is that 
the hunter-gacherers leamr 
farming from the incoming 
group, bur were not physically 
displaced by them. 

A colleague of Dr Sykes, Dr 
Robert Hedges, said; “Analys¬ 
ing the bones takes months, as 
the tests must be run many 
rimes to see a reliable pattern. 
By contrast, analysing the 
DNA )samples from cheek 
swabs jean be done in a few 
hours.7 

Mr ITargert's wife Cather¬ 
ine. 47. said: “Maybe it ex¬ 
plains why he likes his steaks 
rare.” ' 


Major to announce j 
nursing care scheme j 

John Major last night ended a week overshadowed by the J 
row over food safety, worsening poll figures and embarrass- 
ins remarks by David Evans. MP, by promising to unveil i 
nm- policies to distance his party from Labour. 

Plans to extend private pension provision wwild be 
followed by farther “original and exciting ideas . he saii : 
Those ideas will include the unveiling on Monday of plans to 
introduce an insurance scheme to help the elderly pay for _ 
nursing care without having to sell their horT *f - For fr - 

of insurance cover. £150 worth of assets would be untouched 
if nursing care was needed. At present, anyone with assets.of- 
more than £16.000 must meet the full cost of fees. 

Unlawful killing verdict 

An inquest jury in Retford. Nottinghamshire, returned * 
verdict of unlawful killing yesterday on a seriou sly ill 
pensioner who was given a lethal dose of a substance used m - 
America to execute prisoners on death row. Karen Bowler, a 
nurse at Bassetlaw District Hospital in Worksop, gave- 
potassium intravenously to Philip Gregory. 71, instead of 
orally. She said she believed she had “made a mistake . 

Picasso hospital clue 

Police investigating the theft of A £700.000 Picasso painting . 
from a London art gallery have made checks on a psychiatric 
hospital close to where the suspected thief was last seen. The-._ 
man. who had a sawn-off shotgun, made his getaway from 
the Lefevre gallery in Mayfair in a taxi after ordering the 
driver to take him to Wimbledon, southwest London, where 

he asked to be dropped off near a psychiatric hospital. 

Author’s stepson jailed 

The stepson of the late Alistair Maclean was jailed for two- 
and-a-half years yesterday for a £1-5 million computer fraud. 
Arthur Curtis Maclean, 40. whose mother married the 
thriller writer when Arthur was a child, was described at the 
Old Bailey as a reckless spendthrift who bounced cheques 
“left, right and centre". He swindled thousands of computer 
users and companies. 

Campaign wife widowed 

A mother who has fought for 10 years to have the case into her 
son’s death reopened discovered her husband's body in the 
bath at their home in Blackpool. Fred Varma, 54. had 
multiple knife wounds, but police have ruled out foul play. A 
motorcyclist was cleared of reckless driving after Dr and 
Linda Varma’S son Christopher, seven, was killed in a road 
accident in 1987. 

High jumper sent down 

Stanley Osuide. Britain’s fifth-ranked high jumper, was 
jailed for six months after he admitted smuggling a Nigerian 
relative through the Channel Tunnel. He should have been 
competing yesterday in the World Indoor Championship 
athletics in Paris. Maidstone Crown Court was told. Osuide 
has spent nearly the equivalent of the sentence in custody on 
remand, so he will probably be released soon. 

‘Boss’ honours Ingham 

Baroness Thatcher yesterday conferred an honorary degree 
on Sir Bernard Ingham, her press secretaiy for 11 years, at 
the University of Buckingham, where she is chancellor. She 
praised Sir Bernard as a man of integrity, saying: "The 
greatest thing about holding great office is that you can 
choose people of ability because they understand what service 
to a free country means and they serve you loyally." 

Rail firms ‘cut services’ 

Privatised train companies have made dozens of illegal cuts 
in services since taking over BR franchises, a rail lobby group 
says. Studies by the Railway Development Society of the 
timetables run by South West Trains and Connex South 
Central were said to show 75 breaches of agreed service 
levels. The Office of Passenger Rail Franchising said the 
firms had promised to put right any breaches. 

Erotic first night 

.An erotic French film banned in Britain since the 1970s for its 
sadomasochistic content is to receive its first screening in this 
country even though it does not have the approval of British 
censors. Histoire d'O, about a woman who is sexually abused 
by masked men. will be shown at the lnstiiut Francois in 
London on April 26 as part of a festival entitled "66 Years of 
Eroticism in French Cinema." Rumpy-pumpy war. page 19 

Rock-a-bye layby 

Bedfordshire County Council has agreed to build a 
temporary layby outside the house of Julie Marshall, 31, so 
that she can give birth at home next month. When major 
work began in her street at Kempston, officials at Bedford 
Hospital said they could not go ahead if there was no space 
for an ambujance and a midwife's car outside her front door. 
The layby will be removed after the birth. 
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must put patients before 
and submit to HIV tests 




Medical briefing 


Dr Thomas Stuttaford 


no evidence that blood could 
cany the infection, and none 
that women could catch or 
transmit it. This statement 
was answering the wrong 
question. 

The public had wanted to 
Know whether there was evi¬ 
dence (hat blood and other 
fluids could transmit the dis¬ 
ease. Although there was noL 
they were falsely reassured. 
As a result nf the doctors’ 
intransigence, maintained de¬ 
spite the forebodings and 
doubts of many colleagues, 
hundreds of young 
haemophiliac were given 
blood transfusions and died. 

Likewise the reassurance by 
experts that there was no 
evidence that BSE could be 

transmitted from one species 
to another was ridiculed by 


many as meaningless and 
probably inaccurate, but de¬ 
spite this the experts contin¬ 
ued with their bland, 
reassuring phrases and the 
politicians continued to 
believe them until they, and 
everyone else, had proof that 
BSE_ was crossing species' 
barriers. 

Hepatitis B. which like 
HIV is spread by blood, 
semen and other body fluids 
has been spread by doctors 
and other health workers and 
there have been several disas¬ 
trous outbreaks with consid¬ 
erable loss of fife. There are 
many occasions, possibly the 
majority, when surgeons find 
after a long operation that the 

E«7 hi ? thcir S |ov <* is 

bloodstained as a result of 
pneks and tears in rhe gloves. 


The same needle prick - 
which allowed a patient's 
blood to get into a glove might, 
just as well have caused the. ■ 
surgeon to bleed and to allow 
his or her blood to escapeirifo 
the patient’s wound. 

Doctors are compulsorily 
tested for hepatitis B: why is - 
there such reluctance to do the - 
same for HIV? ft seems that, 
there is a fear that it would 

produce.accusations of sexual 

and racial prejudice, as HIV. 
is still much more common in 
British homosexuals than he!--. 
erosexuals. and in those doc-.- 
tors and nurses who have 
grown up in Africa and the 
har East rather than, for 
example, in York or Truro. 

Nobody wants to offend'. 
colleagues, and dodors as a 
group are particularly free of 
sexual and racial prejudice. 
But their first duty must be for 
their patients’ health and lives 
rather than fellow doctors’; 
feelings. The next precaution 
needed to safeguard the na¬ 
tion s health is to expose the 
phrase “There is no evidence 
Inal this or that can cause 
trouble" for the feeble reassur¬ 
ance that it is. 
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CHILD ABUSE INQUIRY 3 
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Teenagers raped and molested during 20-year reign of terror at schools and hom es 

Paedophile social worker jailed for 18 years 


Silo 

' ^ 


v % 


A PAEDOPHILE who repeatedly abused 
children in his care throughout a 20-year 
career as a teacher and headmaster ar 
special schools and homes was jailed for 
18 years yesterday. 

Keith Laverock, 52. molested and raped 
teenage boys and girls at three establish¬ 
ments in Cheshire and Cambridgeshire, 
ensuringtheir silence with a combination 
of threats aid "sweet talk”. Judge Huw 
^Daniel add him: "You took advantage of 
damaged children to satisfy what can 
only be described as your perverted lusts 
when you knew that what they wanted 
was love, affection and security.” 

Laveracfc who rose to become a senior 
social services manager, denied the 2D 


specimen charges against him. But the 
jury found him guUty on 11 counts of 
buggery and four of indecent assault after 
almost nine hours of deliberation at 
Chester Crown Court. He stood with his 
head bowed in the dock, occasionally 
dosing his eyes as the judge passed 
sentence. Many of LaveTack’s victims 
were in court and they brake into 
applause as he was led away. 

The judge said that Laverack subdued 
many of his victims by force and violence, 
leaving them humiliated and oppressed. 
They had to live with it for years, locking 
it away, trying not to think of the 
appalling things you did to them. You 
made them go through the ordeal of 


Reports by Brian Farmer and Mark Thomas 


having to recall what happened to them 
and suffer what many of them regard as 
public humiliation. You were merciless to 
them at the time and you showed no 
mercy when you were found out." 

Judge Daniel went on: “You [assaulted! 
them at every opportunity that presented 
itself. You were confident you could get 
away with it because the system allowed 
you to get away with it. and you ensured 
the silence of these children by threats 
and sweet talk, confident in the know¬ 
ledge that if these children did complain 
they would not be believed.” 

Laverock's career as a paedophile 


began as soon as he joined the staff of 
Greystone Heath, an approved school in 
Warrington, and continual until 1987. the 
judge said. “Outwardly you were caring 
and responsible, but you lived a lie. You 
used your knowledge of children and high 
intelligence to abuse and deceive. I 
cannot remember a case as bad as this. 
That your urges got the better of you 1 
regard as no excuse at aiL You knew what 
you were but you took no steps to have 
treatment. You wanted to abuse children 
and you continued to do so over these 20 
years or more." 

Laverock was convicted of eight out of 


nine charges of buggery at Greystone 
Heath School; one charge of buggery at 
Kneesworth House, a children’s home 
near Meldrerh. Cambridgeshire; two out 
of three charges of indecent assault at 
Kneesworth House; two out of three 
charges of buggery while head of Mid- 
field children^ home near Cambridge; 
and two out of three charges of indecent 
assault at Midfield. He was cleared of 
indecently assaulting a boy he played 
against in a golf tournament at Ely. 
Cambridgeshire. 

One of his victims said after the trial: 
"What the judge said about the gravity of 

the offences and how wicked they were 
was pretty much on the ball, and how we 


all fdi — 1 couldn’t put it better. The 
sentence wasn’t lenient but you always 
hope for more hecause a paedophile can’t 
be cured and he could be out in nine or ten 
years and doing it again somewhere else." 

Ted Unsworth. director of social ser¬ 
vices for Cambridgeshire, said: “I regret 
that anybody has suffered harm as a 
result of being in care in Cambridgeshire. 
These offences were committed' mam- 
years ago when standards were not so 
high." He also regretted that Laverack 
had risen so high within ihe social 
services department but said there was no 
way that anyone could have known the 
truth. "It just shows how clever he was at 
concealing these activities." 
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Investigators 

found network 
of child abuse 
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TWELVE paedophiles who 
preyed on hundreds of vulner- 
P able youths in children’s 
homes across two counties 
were exposed by one of the 
biggest ever investigations 
into child sex abuse yet mount¬ 
ed. Eleven have been given 
lengthy prison sentences, but 
the full extenr of their network 
can be revealed for the first 
time today. 

Orders restricting the media 
from reporting details of sev¬ 
eral of the cases for fear of 
prejudicing later trials were 
finally lifted by a Chester 
Crown Court judge today as 
Laverack was jailed. 

Police and soda! workers in 
. Cheshire and Merseyside co¬ 
-operated to investigate the 
allegations from former resi¬ 
dents of children’s homes. 
They are convinced that simi¬ 
lar patterns of widescale abuse 
by paedophiles who wormed 
their way into positions of 
authority at children's homes 
in the 60s and 70s will emerge 
from other investigations 
around the country. - 

The police inquiry began in 
Cheshire in August (993. after 
complaints were received 
about Brian .Hudson, a resi--. 
den dal social.. weaker at 
Danes ford Children’s Home, 
nm by NCH Action for Child- ■ 
. ren in Congleton. - Officers 
0 launched Operation. Bugle. 

■ which eventually gathered in-' 
formation against 39 former 
Danesford staff from 1965 to 
the schools closure in 1991. 

Hudson, now 47. was found 
guilty of four indecent assaults 
and jailed-for four years. 
Dennis Graini 64, was jailed 
for seven years after admitting 
19 offences at Danesford, 
Grey stone Heath Approved 
School in Warrington and 
Axelhotme House in Doncas- 
ter. 

Grain began his child care 
.'gworie as a residential officer at 
-Ashbourne Lodge, Winches¬ 
ter. He was a housemaster at 
Danesford in from 1964. He 
was a housemaster at 
Grey stone Heath from 1971 to 
1980 when he went to Doncas¬ 
ter as warden at Axeniolme 
House. He was asked to leave 


THE INQUIRY 

A SOLICITOR represent¬ 
ing child abuse victims hag 
called for a public inquiry 
into (be scandal in chfl- 
drrn’s homes In northwest 
England. Peter Garsden 
said he would be making an 
appeal to Stephen Dorreli. 
the Health Secretary. “We 
want to know exactly bow 
this could be allowed to 
happen on such a scale.” 
Mr Garsden estimates 
there could be hundreds of 
daims for compensation 
from victims of convicted 
child abusers as a result of 
the police inquiries in the 
North West and Cam¬ 
bridgeshire. The solicitor, 
of Abney Garsden McDon¬ 
ald of Poynton. Cheshire, 
has already prepared the 
ground for civil actions in 
the North West. 


in 1982 for inappropriate be¬ 
haviour. but from 1983 to 1984 
he was warden at Eton Coll¬ 
ege. Windsor. 

John Garke, 37. was 
another residential social 
worker .at Danesford from 
1984 to 1989. when he took a-, 
rimflar job at Redbouse Cres- 
cent m Longton. Stoke. He' 
was found guilty of one inde¬ 
cent assault' and pleaded 
guilty to three more, and was 
also found guilty of one physi¬ 
cal assault by Chester Crown 
Court last year. He is serving 
3b years. 

The common link between 
the investigations in Cheshire 
and Merseyside was Alan 
Langshaw, 44, now serving 10 
years after admitting 28 sex 
assaults when he appeared at 
Warrington Crown Court cm 
November 25. 1994. 

Langshaw, of Wirral, became 
•a house-parent at Liverpool 
-Ghy CdundV-nm Greystone 
Heath in 1970, and returned 
there in 1976 after a two-year 
break. In 1980 he moved to St 
Vincent's Community School 
in Form by. Merseyside as 
deputy head, and was promot¬ 
ed to headmaster but suspend¬ 


ed in 1986. He then worked for 
Catholic Social Services in 
Liverpool and the Hydroceph¬ 
alus Association before joining 
Halton College. Widnes in 
1989 as a counsellor for sexu¬ 
ally abused students. He 
worked there until his arrest 
on March 7,1994, 

LangshaWs abuse of the 
disturbed young people who 
came under his control went 
undetected for 20 years, until a 
chance sighting by one of his 
former victims. 

. The man saw Langshaw 
leading a young boy into a St 
Helens library, his arm pro¬ 
tectively wrapped around his 
shoulder. He went to the 
police, determined that no 
more children should have to 
face what he had endured. 

Cheshire police launched 
Operation Granite in Febru¬ 
ary 1994. concentrating on 
Greystone Heath, while Mer¬ 
seyside Police set up Opera¬ 
tion Van Gogh, initially io 
investigate Langshaw's activi¬ 
ties at St Vincent’s. 

Operation Granite led to 
allegations against a total of 33 
former Greystone Heath staff 
who worked there from 1965 
until it dosed in 1985. Four of 
the 33. including Langshaw. 
Laverack. and Grain have 
been prosecuted and sen¬ 
tenced, while three died before 
police got involved. 

Roy Shuttleworth. 64. of 
Leigh. Greater Manchester, 
was found guilty of 11 sex 
offences at Greystone Heath 
and Wamerville Children’s 
Home in Liverpool by Chester 
Crown Court on May 30 last 
year and jailed for 10 years. 

Another major element of 
the Cheshire inquipr was Op¬ 
eration Emily, which centred 
on St Aidan’s Approved 
School, Widnes, run by the 
Nugent Care Society. This 
operation began with a com¬ 
plaint against headmaster 
Terence Hoskin in December. 
1993. 

Allegations about 25 staff 
were received, covering the 
years 1970 to 1981. when it 
dosed. Hoskin. 59. of Doncas¬ 
ter, was jailed for eight years 
for nine sex offences and 13 



Captain Hook 
figure had Lost 
Boys in thrall 


THE PAEDOPHILE 


Laverack was said to have impressed boys with his elegance and distinction 


KEITH LAVERACK had ris¬ 
en to a position of great 
responsibility within Cam¬ 
bridgeshire’s social services 
department before police dis¬ 
covered that he had abused 
children in his care for the best 
pan of 30 years. He had 
become manager of the coun¬ 
cil's guardian ad litem panel 
by the rime he was arrested in 
February last year. 

Guardians ad litem are 
independent people appointed 
by a court to act for children 
taken into care by social work¬ 
ers and to prepare reports on 
their futures. Laverack^ re¬ 
sponsibilities included recruit¬ 
ment and he would almost 
certainly have had access to 
the personal de tails of many 
children in care. 

He began his career as a sci¬ 
ence teacher at the Greystone 
Heath approved school in 
Warrington. Cheshire. He 
moved to Cambridgeshire in 
1970. worked in two children’s 
homes and the planning and 
procedure department of the 
county's social services before. 


in 1992. being appointed man¬ 
ager of the guard bn ad litem 
panel. He was well known and 
well connected. 

In court. Alex Carlile, QC. 
for the prosecution, depicted 
Laverack as a tall, dashing 
figure who wore smart 
clothes, drove sports cars and 
played golf. Laverack im¬ 
pressed boys with his elegance 
and distinction, and Mr 
Carlile compared him to Cap¬ 
tain Hook in Peter Pan. “The 
boys for whom Mr Laverack 
had responsibility were very 
much the Lost Boys. Some of 
them had been rejected by 
their mothers and fathers. Not 
a few had been sexually 
abused at home by their 
fathers, by their stepfathers, 
by the uncles and friends.” 

Mr Carlile read a descrip¬ 
tion of Captain Hook from 
Peter Pan: “He is never more 
sinister that w'hen he is at his 
most polite, and the elegance 
of his diction, the distinction of 
his demeanour, show him as 
one of a difference class from 
his crew.” 



assaults, all relating to his 
time at St Aldan’s. Residential 
soda! worker Colin Dick, now 
54. pleaded guilty to seven sex 
offences and was jailed for 
four years. A total of 534 
allegations — 353 of them 
sexual — were investigated by 
the Cheshire team. With fur¬ 
ther child sex allegations still 
coming to light, the force is 
now to set up a permanent 
paedophile investigation unit. 

On Merseyside Operation 
Van Gogh arrested Edward 
Stanton, a residential care 
officer at Sr Vincent’s. He was 
jailed For 13 years after facing 
27 sex charges. 

Philip Savage. 43. convicted 
of 15 sex offences while he 
worked at Boaler Street As¬ 
sessment Cenrre in Kensing¬ 
ton. Liverpool and Dyson Hall 
Assessment Centre in 
Fazakerley, was jailed for 15 
years. 

Dyson Hall care worker 
James Desmond Traynor, 40. 
from Otterspool. Liverpool, 
received a 10-year sentence — 
reduced to eight on appeal — 
for sex assaults on two teen- 
aged bo's. Mark Trotter, who 
worked as a social worker at 
the New Heys Assessment 
Centre in Allerton. Liverpool 
before moving to Hackney to 
become a residential social 
worker died in July 1995 of 
Aids-related pneumonia, days 
before police were due to 
arrest him. 

On Merseyside, the flood of 
further information that came 
from the Van Goyh prosecu¬ 
tions led to the setting up of 
Operation Care, in which a 
team of Wirral-hased detec¬ 
tives is even now investigating 
allegations of abuse at about 
17 more homes on Merseyside 
alone. And even that investi¬ 
gation. large as it is. is just the 
rip of the iceberg. 
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Greystone Heath approved school was at the centre of a web of paedophilia u P u, ...rg. 

T don’t think I can ever come to 
> terms with what he did to me’ 














ONEof-Keith Laverack^ vic- 
‘ tims spoke yesterday of how, 

- nearly 25years after the abuse 
ended, he remained psycholog- 
'jcaUy scarred. The man. now 

.. 39 and married, with a daugh- 

- ter, was abused by Laverack 

between the ages of 14 and 16. 

wftfieina children’s home 
1 ■' The victim, who gave evi¬ 
dence against Laverack at 
Chester Crown Court said he 
s would never recover from the 
damage he had done, “i dom 

think I ran ever come to terms 
1 with it It doesn’t go away- 


identified for legal reasons, 
said that Laverock’s abuse 
had left him waiy of men. "I 
am stiff uncomfortable to this 
day in male company," he 
explained. “I will not sit next to 
another man on a couch. 1 will 
not stand next to another man 
in a toilet" 

He added: “1 don’t have 
male friends. Female friends, 
yes. But I don’t trust 
anybody." 

The man recalled his confu¬ 
sion and fear during the time 
he was bring abused. He said 
there was no one he couia tell. 


yousuppr^ Jt , sim and fear during the time 

He Sabring abused. He said 

®*asssM ; h, a* st™.- 

cannot he out to do something. But who 


toilMS 

do you tell?... I deeply regret 
that I didn’t tell somebody 
when I was 14 or 16. Maybe ii 
would have saved the boys 
who came after me" 

He said that he had never 
disclosed the full extent of his 
suffering at the hands of Lav¬ 
erack — not even to his wife. 
And he said he was left with a 
feeling of worthlessness. 

“If it were not for my family, 
my wife, my daughter, 1 would 
question what die point was 
and just call it a day," he 
added. “If I was on my own 1 
would say. probably with a 
smile on my face: thank you. 
you can keep life." 

The man said he had left the 
home where Laverack worked 
at 16 and “disappeared 
abroad”. He had then drifted 


in and out of work hefore In¬ 
coming a self-la usht computer 
programmer He had never 
caught up educationally. 

He said that he still feared 
for children in ore. Mieviny 
that there were nut sufficient 
checks id pruievi them from 
sexual abuse. “ Ilicre are kid*-: 
who arc currently now in care 
who are heing >y>t«nalically 
abused." he said “They are 
still going to be mat there. 
Nothing is going in change." 

He called fur potential re¬ 
cruits to children’s homes ru 
be screened much more criti¬ 
cally and thoroughly. (Jutside 
teams should visit homes un¬ 
announced and regulari> In 
talk tn children individually 
and gam their trust. 

He did not want to talk 
about Laverack. but he said he 
hoped his former teacher 
“died in prison" 


H you’d Ike to know more about whistey. write to us tor a free boold^ at toe Jack Daniel DistiBoy. Lynchbug, lemessee 37352 USA. 

AT JACK DANIEL DISTILLERY, we’ve been rolling 
barrels of Tennessee Whiskey for longer than anyone 
can remember. 

It was 1866 when Jack Daniel founded his distillery here 
in the Tennessee hills . And here is where we have always 
remained, making whiskey in the painstaking manner A 
he perfected. "Let’s make it the best we can, every day Lgj 
we make it,” is what our founder always said. And, 8 
we promise, we’re still saying that in Jack Daniel’s H 
Hollow 131 years lacer. w 

JACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY " 
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THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE ® ^ 


16Mb EDO RAM. 1.2Gb hard disk. 
Six speed multimedia. Wavetable 
sound card and speakers. 
33.6Kbps data/fax modem and 
speaker phone. 7 software titles. 
Was £1399. 

MODEL Presario 4118. 
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16 Mb PAM. IGb hard dr*. 

15' SYCA rnonaot. 

Bjp speed CD-SOV rfrne 
sim sounkafd and speakers. 
256 fc cadre memory 
Orcr KIOW worth of nRamC 
MODEL- 90 UXE UAn.-du. 


NEW 




150MHz taSn Proce ss or. 

24Mb RAM. 2.1Gb hard disk. 1Mb PO graplKS. 

15’ SVGA morator. Saeen speed CD-Rom dme 
16 to swhj soundcard. 33.6Kbps data/ia* modem. 
Easy Access Buttons. Indudes suite of software. 

EXCLUSIVE* 

MODEL Compaq Presano 4166 . 
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TEXAS 

120MHz Pentium Processor. 

8Mb EDO RAM. 810Mb hard disk. 

10.4" dual scan colour display. 16 bit stereo 
soundcard 
with two 
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9Mb EDO RAM. 810Mb hard ds* 
lITSWWDuabarrfepiay So 
speed Mhmeiia. Dud instalnxi 
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16Mb EDO RAW 
IJCbhaKj** 

12 . 1 -SWA Duatscan G*ui (tap!* 
2 r TVpe II PCMCIA stars. 

Vto £24-39 

MODEL Txhfca 500 CS 
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APRICOT 


133MHz Pentium Processor. 

16Mb RAM. 2Gb had disk. 

1Mb PO graphics. Eight speed 
multimedia. 28^ICbps data/tax 
modem. Security device and alarm. 
Software indudes Windows '95 
and 4 games. 

Was £1499. 

MODEL: Apncot M5540 PI33 Multimedia. 
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PC & PRINTER 
PACKAGES 



SAVE VS £150 


PACKARD BELL 

133MHz Pentium PC 

16Mb RAM. 1.2Gb hard disk. 14' SVGA 
monitor. Six speed multimedia. 

Over £1000 worth of software.* 

[puj® Canon Colour Inkjet Printer. 

720 x 360 DPI resolution (black and colour). 
Up to 4.5 pages per minute. Photo-real printing 
r _ capability. Was £1534.99. 

; MOKL Packaid Bd SXM E unan BIC^XIC. 
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HE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 


SAVE I 25% OFF 
£35 1 INKJET CARTRIDGES 
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THE BEST CHOICE FOR ALL 
YOUR BUSINESS COMPUTING NEEDS 





LOW PRICE 
PROMISE 


We won't be beaten 

We promise that if you find the same oft»aveflabte_ 
at a Inver price in any other local retail store vvithen ; 
7 days of purchase we will refund the difference -4' 
guaranteed proviefing you produce your receipt and. 
derate of where you saw the offer. - 




PERIPHERALS - 





Intel Pentium* OverDrive 
Processor with MMX~ 
Technology. 

lake your enstng 75MHz and 90MHz: 
Pentium” up to J25MHz and TSOMHr 
lespeaivdv with MMX“ Technology.' 
MODEL 150MHz OverDrive with 

mmx" Technology. 


Also available - 1 
take your lOOMHzl 
Pentium '* to i 
166MHz with the B 
166MHz OverDrive 
with MMX" 
Technology fix £379 j 


t299 


Hewlett Paduni ScanJet 5P. 

Tne latest technology in Flatbed true 
colour scanning. SCSI interfaces 
give amazingly fast scan ^ -- 
speeds, combined 
ivitn the superlative software 
buddies. Available in IBM 
and Macintosh formats. 




F>xt 6 speed. mKe enable 
CD-HOMdrtn. 

Z:we vap cv.-n irKArmtOa odes 
C J'.- irs '^nv.di Ytej £549 

IJ x)urt Sueanr 

iKi af'u 


Goaplete MnMnedb UL 

'--»±jiSes wjndcvd sreakers **J a 
■XtiOian ol Wulb.-ry>i) sortraw 
Ties Was eji? 

VX4L Loan* uh far* P> 


£399 


£199 


MEMORY BUY ONE 
AND GET THE SECOND 
FOR HALF PRICE 


Master Memory SIMM Cards 

Fut range of cmfigurarians dvaflaHe complete Mfi ■ 
half pnw rnemw\- with fteome guararnee Buy one 
are! pst a second 

SIMM, of die same FMMM^teEACH 

tar haB m A A 

prwe Orrfy appfo ro fl3QQ 
Maaw Memay SIMMs. 


SOFTWARE -l-f All iJiLTH 



voice DicmnoN 
SOFTWARE 

IBM Voice Type Simply Speaking. 


j vus’ 


AH yoj n(fll 60 
fcjnssrw^jrtjyjn, 
«w*K Ppe> nduisa 
nostpcfiUa Wicrrw 
■jOlTwoTr 1 n vail 
YYJ5C4 99 


ANTI VIRUS 


dnwtaty UpdMa. 

Dwar Sofcmnr. r. 

i»My jffJarrwd n Ok 
f TPS .tnfi vfir. 


£ 19.99 


SAVE I 

£20 


£79 


'guaranteed Pass or 
lWKev<«J nrcnev back, 
covers lull 199a 
■syUabus. Suuble ter al 
earn boards 




UTILITY 


e99 


Han vour putney 
Je "ws ihe Lb. vwih 
RTgrtii*- ljU Pab meraaiwe 
roue pUnnef. Ijy jl 


e149 


’NOTHING TO PAY 
FOR UP TO 
12 MONTHS 


•BOIJSW roDSOfOTJLUMfim All PRKB W1UDE VAT H*TT&i lBH»T QLCBIYXC ftAlLASIf ON RB3UESTI1UU- CffT tWCH MM4WS «W ^ HJlfPSTrim HP2 7TC to ON CUWtNT'JUlNC ftaCSCTACtUH » PMWfKT HUB (DCLLOttl DTK WD WWWli FOP W£W«® WTVrtttl THE WlEl INTO! 10® AND FtNTBJM AP£ K«U 
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APR 

29 . 5 % 
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Judge criticises council for mi 


HOME NEWS 5 


misuse of taxpayers’ money’ by pursuing case I Neighbour 


Lord of Manor right to 


By Ian Murray, community correspondent 

RESIDENTS of homes buih Hartf™ __. 


rai an antieot common must 
Pjy the Lord of the Manor 
whatever he asks to drive 
across his land to reach their 
front doors, the "High Court 
.decided yesterday. 

(-.The ruling means up to iso 

; ‘ Jnulies living on Bucklebury 
Qtounon, near Newbury in 
Berkshire, will have to pay 
Robin Hanky Russell 36. 
whose family has owned 820 
acres of the land for at least 
4S0jiears. Although the bouse- 


Hartley Russell to court, say- 
mg its powers as managers of 
me common meant it could 
give residents permission 10 
drive across the thin strip of 
land to their home. 

Darid Mole QC. for the 
council, argued that a man- 
agemoit scheme signed in 
1929 between the Hanley Rus¬ 
sell family and the local au¬ 
thority of the day under the 
Commons Act meant that the 
00u nctl was responsible for 

OranfifiA a. • ■ -» ■ - 
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them. Mr Hartley Russell has 
charged between £5,000 and 
£50.000 to the 50 or so families 
who have already agreed to 
pay him for access rights. 
Newbury counqj toe* Mr 







J 



Russell: land 
for 450 years 


common, but said this did not 
mean the authority could 
grant access. 

He said the scheme signed 
by the coundl does not have 
the effect of removing all the 
landowner’s rights to object to 
trespass cm his land, which 
had been in the Hartley Rus¬ 
sell family as Lords of 
Bucklebury Manor since 1540. 
He could not see how die 
family did not retain die 
“fundamental" right to object 
to “trespassers" with cars on 
the land and to charge house¬ 
holders for using il 
T he judge said this had 
always been a valuable right 
which had earned “substan¬ 
tial sums". Dismissing the 
council's case, he criticised foe 
authority for using local tax¬ 
payers’ money to fight an 
action which was not for the 
benefit of foe community but 
to help “a few individual 
householders on the com- 








Residents must pay to use the narrow strip of land between the gatepost above, and the road. Mr Hartley Russell lives in Bucklebury Manor 


mon". The council was 
ordered to pay costs, which 
are expected to total £ 10 . 000 . 
Mr Hartley Russell said after 
the ruling that 50 to 60 home 
owners had already paid for 
the right to cross the common 
land and he would now con¬ 
sider what further steps to 
take to enforce his ancestral 
rights on the other residents. 

He said a large proportion 
of the money would be 
ploughed back into improve¬ 
ment of the common. All the 
trees growing there are his 
personal property and his 
responsibility to maintain. He 


It’s only rock and roll 
but politicians like it 





m 


NEVER infnd what they say, 
fitaen to what they listen to. 
Would you vote for a politi¬ 
cian Who confessed to a Kking 
for -Meat Loaf — the ringer, 
not the dish —< or another who 
admitted once being - into; 
Doty's Midnight Runners?- 
Three' ^parli amenta rians 
with a yotrth connection bans 
their soul not to mention, 
thnrrbythymtmd blues and " 
Britpop — in thfc 1015 section 
ofTheTtmes today.Tfie secret : 
Meat Loaf addict is revealed 
as the outrageously youthful 
William Hague, Secrctray of 
State for "Wales and Tory 
spokesman on .youth issues. 
At 35., Mr Hague appears to 
hariwur foe-ambition to be 
the youngest Prime Minister 
since Pitt. • • ■ 

Asked what hands he likes. 
Mr Hague admits to a Meat 
Lpaf addiction of same years’ 
standing. “When Pm at home 
at the weekends 1 often stick 
, Bat Out OfHell on the CD 


By Alan Hamilton 

player." Extremist politicians 
always risk losing the middle- 
of-the-road vote, so Mr Hague 
quickly adds that the last live 
concert he attended was given 
-•by that rather classier act; 
Diana Ross. 

; Passion nans higher In the 
breast of Mo Mowlam. Shad- 
. 6w Northern Ireland Secre- 
taiyand dtahr of the Labour 
NEC youth committee. "The 
record 1 play-most is Walk On 
The Wild Side by Lou Reed. 1 
put it on when I’m feeling fed 
up and it makes me fed a lot 
better." But §he astutely keeps 
a foot in more than one 
musical decade, having re¬ 
cently been to concerts by the 
mildly dated Pmk Ftoyd and 
the exceedingly ament Oasis. 

- The liberal Democrat MaL 
tbew Taylor, at 24 the youn¬ 
gest- MP in the c ur rent 
Parliament; plays (he lib 
Dem game of appealing to all 
maimer of obscure interest 
groups, although he does say 


that a politician or pop star 
has a different lifestyle from 
everyone else. 

He plays Jamiroquai in the 
car, admits to liking Oasis 
even though it is unawl to say 
so, and used to be into the 
Clash, the Specials. Madness 
and Doty's Midnight Run¬ 
ners. His concert going tends 
to the Celtic fringe, haring 
recently indnded Sinead 
O’Connor and Van Morrison. 

Mr Taylor, despite his 
youth, is astute enough to 
have nothing to with bands 
tarred with the Toiy brush. 
“The Sjnce Girts are popular 
but 1 toy to avoid them. If they 
are doing it to get in the 
newspapers, then it’s uninter¬ 
esting. A lot of bands have put 
politics into their music I’m 
not sure you can say that 
about the Spice Girls." Avoid¬ 
ing foe Spice Girts is becom¬ 
ing daily more difficult 

1015, page 8 
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employs an estate office and a 
full time forester and estate 
manager and he said that if he 
had lost the case, he might 
well have had to make some 
staff redundant. "1 am just 
delighted this matter has been 
settled and my rights as owner 
of this property have ben 
upheld by the court," he said. 
“Pm sorry it has fallen on local 
coundl tax-payers ro pick up 
the bill." 

Malcolm Pointer, his solici¬ 
tor, said: “Common land is 
nor public land, it is private 
land over which the public 
have leisure rights." 
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denies 
VE-Day 
Nazi taunt 

By Pall Wilkinson 

A MAN who denied taunting 
his German neighbour by 
calling him a Nan. waving a 
Union flag and singing Land 
of Hope and Glory on VE-Day 
daimcd yesterday that his 
own great-grandfather was 
German. 

Magistrates in Leeds heard 
that that there had been verbal 
warfare between Frederick 
Thorpe, an unemployed paint¬ 
er and decorator, and Sieg¬ 
fried Neumann who lived next 
door on a coundl estate in the 
Leeds distria of Bramley. 

David. Taylor, prosecuting 
Mr Thorpe on charges of 
provocation to violence and 
harassment, said the English¬ 
man had called Mr Neumann 
“Nazi". "Hun" and “Kraut". 
Mr Thorpe counier-daimed 
dial Mr Neumann had called. 
him an “English pig”. 

Mr Thorpe denied parading 
in his garden with the flag or 
singing. “1 was in the pub until 
9pm on VE-Day." he said. He 
claimed Mr Neumann. 52, 
had suggested he fry his 
children at a barbecue he 
threw in August 1995. The trial 
was adjourned until March 17. 

CORRECTION 

The chairman of Enfield 
Southgate Conservative Asso¬ 
ciation is Lionel Zener, not 
John Boast (report. March 1). 
Mr Boast was expressing a 
personal view; foe association 
made no comment. 


SPECIAL ADVANCE PREVIEWS TOMORROW 






RALPH JULIETTE WTLLEM KRISTIN 

FIENNES BINOCHE DAFOE SCOTT THOMAS 


ENGLISH PATIENT 

In memory, love lives forever. 
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WHEN YOU ENTER THIS FIELD 
YOU NEED TO BE WITH AN EXPERT 

ftr fail-sale advice on bnyinc, a personal computet, look no further than 
PeTnaTmouter World. No other magazine offers s uch atveaith ofrevtews 

end top quality editorial, and each tssue has . . 

,, further 620 pages, including Direct Buyers 
World, offering any conceivable PC product 
you could wish to buy 

Sc before you decide on your next PC. 

decide or. PCVV first. ' _—-- 

vpIEKC£ SETS US il WORLD APART 
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PREVIEWS ATTi 


WEST END 
BAKER STREET Screw 
BLOOMSBURY Renoir 
BROfTDN Ritzy 
CHELSEA Cinema 
CLAPHAM Rclure House 
FULHAM ROAD Virgin 
GREENWICH Cinema 
ISLINGTON Screen 

KENSINGTON Qdeon 
HOTTING HILL Gate 
MARBLE ARCH Odeon 
REGENT STREET Plaza 
SWISS COTTAGE Odftyi 
WEST END Warner 
WHflHPfS UCI 

NATIONWIDE 

ABBIDEEN Odean 
ACTON Wamff 
AYR Odeon 
BARKING Odeon 


BARNET Odeon 
BASINGSTOKE Warner 
BECKENHAM ABC 
BEDFORD Virgin 
OmM M CH AM Odeon 
BIRMINGHAM Showcase 
BIRMINGHAM Virgin 
BOG NOR REGIS 
Ptcluredrame 
BOURNEMOUTH Odeon 
BRACKNELL UCI 
BRIGHTON Odeon 
BRIGHTON Vir^n 
BRISTOL Urpheus 
BRISTOL Showcase 
BRISTOL Watershed 
BROMBOROUGH Odeon 
BROMLEY Odeon 
BURY Warner 
CAMBRIDGE Warner 
CARDIF Odeon 
CHELMSFORD Odeon 


CHELTENHAM Odeon 
C HESTE R Odeon 
CHESTER Virgin 
CHIPPENHAM Astona 
CLYDEBANK UCI 
COLCHESTER Odeon 
COVENTRY Odeon 
COVENTRY Showcase 
CROYDON Warner 
DAGENHAM Warner 
DKBY Showcase 
DERBY UCI 
DONCASTER Warner 
DUNDEE Odeon 
DUDLEY UCI 
DURHAM Robins 
EAST KILBRIDE UCI 
EASTBOURNE Virgin 
EDINBURGH Domnon 
EDINBURGH Odeon 
EDINBURGH UCI 
EDMONTON UCI 


EXETER Odeon 


HIGH WYCOMBE UCI' 


EXETER Pxm House HOLLOWAY Odeon 


FINCHLEY Phoenix 
FINCHLEY Warner 
GATESHEAD UCI 
fiATLEY Tatton 
GERRARDS CROSS 
ABC 

GLASGOW Odeon 


HUU. Odeon 
HULL UCI 
ILFORD Odeon 
IPSWICH Odeon 
.EBSEY Odeon 
LEAMINGTON Apollo 
LEDS Odeon 


GLASGOW Odeon Quay LEEDS Showcase 
GLASGOW Showcase LEICESTER Odeon 
GLASGOW Virgin LEICESTER Warner 
GLOUCESTER Virgin UNCOLN Odeon 
GUILDFORD Odeon LIVERPOOL Odeon 
HAMMBtSMriH Vbpi UVKPOOL Showcase 
HAMPSTEAD ABC LIVERPOOL Virgin 
HARLOW Virgin LOUGHBOROUGH Curz 
HARROGATE Odeon LUTON ABC 


UCI 
ApOlO 
NEWBURY Robins 
NEWCASTLE Odeon 
NEWCASTLEWamer 
NEWPORT ABC 
NORTHAMPTON Vk^n- 
NOTTINGHAM Odeon 
NOTTINGHAM Showcase 
OXFORD (George St) ABC 
PETERBOROUGH Showcase 
POOLE UCI 
PORTSMOUTH Odeon 
PORTSMOUTH UCI 
PRESTON UCI 
PRESTON Warner 


HARROW tamer 
HATFELD UCI 


LIVERPOOL Virgin PRESTON Warner 

LOUGHBOROUGH CuTZOn PUTNEY ABC 

LUTON ABC QUINTON ABC 

MANCHESTER Arena 7 READING Showcase 

MANCHESTER Odeon RElGATE Screen 


HEMS. HEMPSTEAD MANCHESTffl Showcase RICHMOND Odeon 
Odeon MIDDLESBROUGH Odeon ROCHESTER Virgin 


ROMFORD Odeon 
RHYL Apollo 
SALFORD QUAYS Virgin 
SALISBURY Odeon 
SKEFFELU Odeon 
SHEFFIELD UCI 
SHEFFttLD Warner 

SLOUGH Virgin 
SOUKULLUCt 
SOUTHAMPTON Virgin 
SOUTHEND 
(Victoria Circus) Odeon 
STAINES ABC 
STAPLES CORNER Vagin 
STEVENAGE Cine World 
STOCKPORT Vt^n 
STOCKTON Showcase 
STOKE Odeon 
SIREATHAH Odeon 
SUTTON UCI 
SUTTON COLDHEU) 
Odeon 


SWANSEA U& 

SWINDON Vbgin 
TAMWORTH UCI 
TAUNTON Odeon 
TELFORD UG 
THURROCK Warner 
UCKFELD Picture House 
WAKffMDCmewodd 
WALSALL Showcase 
WAETON Screen 
WARRINGTON UCI 
WATFOifflWaner 
WEST THURROCK UCI 
WESTON SHARE Odeon 
WIMBIBNM Odeon 
WINCHESTER Screen 
WIGAN Virgin 
WOKING Peacocks 
WOODFORD ABC . 
WORCESTER Odeon 
YE0VH.ABC . 

YORK Warner 


CINEMA DETAILS CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS • SEE LOCAL PRESS FOR DETAILS 


OPENS ACROSS THE COUNTRY FRIDAY MARCH 14 
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Machete 
case nurse 
‘deserves 
honour’ 

By Paul Wilkinson 

A JUDGE called yesterday for 
public recognition for Lisa 
Potts, the nursery nurse who 
risked her life to save children 
being attacked by a man 
wielding a machete. 

Mr Justice Sedley. sitting at 
Teesside Crown Court, 
praised Miss Potts's courage 
and said: "It is now many 
months since the incident and 
it seems surprising that Miss 
Ports has not yet been suffi¬ 
ciently recognised for her 
bravery." 

Miss POtts. 21. suffered a 
number of wounds as she tried 
tn shield the children of St 
Luke's nursery in Blakenhall. 
Wolverhampton, during the 
unprovoked attack last July. 

Horren Camphell. 33. a 
schizophrenic, was convicted 
in December by Stafford 
Cruwn Court of attempted 
murder. Yesterday the judge 
committed him to psychiatric 
hospital while adjourning sen¬ 
tence for reports. 

Miss Pints said: “I expected 
rhat he would go to a hospital. 

I think it is the best place for 
him so he can be treated." 
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Lord Chancellor raised 
court fees unlawfully 


By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 
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f.iica Potts said that a psychiatric hospital was the best place for her attacker 


THE lord Chancellor acted 
unlawfully when he imposed 
hefty court fees and denied 
poor people their ancient com¬ 
mon law right of access to the 
courts, two judges ruled 
yesterday. 

The High Court judges. 
Lord Justice Rose with Mr 
Justice Laws, ruled Thai Lord 
Mackay of Clashfem acted 
unlawfully by bringing in new 
fees with no reduction for fi¬ 
nancial hardship. The remov¬ 
al of powers to remit or waive 
fees was invalid. 

An order bringing in higher 
fees and scrapping the exemp¬ 
tions was introduced in Janu¬ 
ary by Lord Mackay and 
approved by the four senior 
judges and the Treasury. The 
effect of the order, Mr Justice 
Laws said, was "to bar abso¬ 
lutely many persons from 
seeking justice from the court" 
and there was no parliamenta¬ 
ry authority for that. 

Yesterday's ruling means 
that people-on low incomes 
will again be able to apply for 
reductions in court fees and 
those who have paid the fees ' 
since January may be able to 
claim them back if thev can 


show hardship. The judges re¬ 
fused permission For the Lord 
Chancellor's lawyers to appeal. 

Mr Justice Laws said: "The 
right to a fair trial, which of 
necessity imports the right of 
access to the court is as near io 
an absolute right as any which 
I can envisage. 

“Access to the courts is a 
constitutional right it can only 
be denied by the Government 
if it persuades Parliament to 
pass legislation which specifi¬ 
cally permits the executive to 
rum away people from the 
court door. Thai has not been 
done in this case." 

Lord Justice Rose added 
there was nothing to suggest 
Parliament ever intended “a 
powv.- for the Lord Chancellor 
to prescribe fees so as totally to 
preclude the poor from access 
to the courts". 

The Lord Chancellor's De¬ 
partment said that it was 
considering the implications 
of the decision and whether 
they would apply directly for 
leave to appeal to the Court of 
Appeal. 

An Essex businessman. 
John With am. who is on in¬ 
come support, had launched 
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THE MAN FROM THE PRU. 


If you bad put £6*O0Oiatt> a Prudential PgP five years 
ago, it could be worth ^ fetum;t£86%. 

£6,000 left in a typical builditig society account over the 
same period would be vvortfa £7,402. A retom of just 24%.. 

And what's more; with a PEP you don't pay any tax. 

Of course, you should also keep some of your money as 
cash you can get at. Pradendal can help here too as we offer 


coxttpetmve mra^st races On deposic accoxints. out, tor longer 

P can d£lef b^iteT grqwdi. 

<i then^v^ but ^youd ISce to speak 

fe;sp^aecKi^ alx>tit them, talk 

Consultant, see your Independent Ptnaodal Adviser or ring 
us on 0800 25 2500 for our ftee g>ud^<^PEPs. 

.It's a: good read and it could lead to a good investment. 



Mackay: judges ruled he 

denied access to courts . 

the test challenge to rhe fees 
regime introduced under the 
Supreme Court Fees Order 
1996 which scrapped the ex¬ 
emptions for those on income 
support. He wanted to sue an 
insurance firm for libel, but 
could not afford the new High 
Court writ fee of £500 which 
was raised from £L20. Legal 
aid is not available in libel 
cases. Mr Wjtham did obtain 
legal aid for yesterday's 
challenge. 

Mr ~tti!ham said after¬ 


wards: Thank God we are in 
[his country and suhjedTrto.a 
hearing in this country. J will 
now go ahead with my libel 
action." 

Geoffrey Bindman. of Bind-' 
man & Partners, the solicitors 
w-ho acted for Mr Wftham, 
said: “The judges are saying 
that fundamental rights 
trump Parliament. Theyare - 
saying that when the Govern¬ 
mentthrough delegated legis¬ 
lation. tries to take away basic-" 
rights, they will intervene to. : 
piwem it." -- f- 

Srephen Grosz, Mr With-" 
am’s lawyer, added that jn 
refusing leave to appeal the 
judges “have sent out a dear 
message that the Government 
should" not ■ pursue this 
through the courts." 

The new’ fees were mth>- 
duced to cover the entire 
£3in million annual cost erf the 
civil justice system rather than 
the four-fifths of the expendi¬ 
ture met last year. 

Although yesterday’s ruling 
only applies to the part erf 
order dealing with fees exemp¬ 
tions and reductions in the 
High Court the Government 
will now face pressure. n> 
ensure the provisions are re¬ 
stored in the county courts. 


Bingham pleads 
for simplified, 
sentencing rules 


By Russell Jenkins 


THE Lord Chief Justice yester¬ 
day called on politicians to 
draw into one convenient stat¬ 
ute the confusing strands of 
sentencing powers available to 
judges. 

Lord Bingham of Comhill 
expressed his sympathy with 
judges facing "extreme diffi¬ 
culty" keeping up with con- 
j stantly changing maximum 
i sentences as he heard an 
appeal in a case w here a judge 
had handed down an unlaw¬ 
fully heavy term of imprison¬ 
ment. 

He told Arthur Street. 73, 
convicted at Chester Crown 
Court in September of inde¬ 
cent assault against a boy and 
two girls, that, partly because 
of rhe judge s error, he would 
serve three years in jail in¬ 
stead of five. 

Lord Bingham was ar Liver¬ 
pool Crown Court for the first 
sirring of the Court of Appeal’s 
Criminal Division outside 
London for almost 20 years. 
He vvanLs to deliver justice as 
close as possible to its regional 
source. The appeal court may- 
hold regular regional sittings, 
with Lord Bingham doing ihe 
travelling rather than theibar¬ 
risters. solicitors and families 
of appellants. 

The concrete Queen Eliza¬ 
beth II building which casts its 


shadow over Liverpool docks 
has none of the majesty of the 
Court of Appeal's IQtlvcentury 
home in the Strand, central 
London. In one morning ses¬ 
sion. Lord Bingham heard 
seven appeals arising from 
criminal cases in Greater 
Manchester. 

They involved a profession¬ 
al burglar "with an appalling 
record", a man who went an 
the run rather than face trial, a 
young man who threatened to 
kill a police officer, a crack 
cocaine smuggler, a drug deal¬ 
er and a heroin addict turned 
burglar. Four left the dock 
with sentences significantly 
reduced. 

In all but one case. Lord 
Bingham, sitting alongside 
Mr Justice Ognall and Mr 
Justice Thayne Forbes, was 
able to dispense justice after a 
short huddle on the bench. 
They retired only once to 
consider the technicalities of 
the indecent assault case. 

When they returned. Lord 
Bingham told the court that he 
understood the extreme diffi¬ 
culties facing judges in trying 
to keep up with complexities of 
modem statute law. “We 
would greatly welcome con¬ 
solidation of sentencing paw-, 
ers in one convenient statute," 
Lord Bingham said. 
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Bronze Age cities 
may have been 
destroyed by comet 


By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 


Bruce Lander holds the bone of a bison that roamed the area up to 10,000 years ago. The skeleton shows they grew to seven feet high 

Jurassic past showing on Hollywood Boulevard 


IN HOLLYWOOD, prehistoric usu¬ 
ally means before the “talkies”. But 
under the gaze of a billboard 
Jurassic Park dinosaur, scientists 
are taming up denizens of the past 
eight million years as they sift 
through construction site rabble. 

In an area of Los Angeles dotted 
with trendy cafts and restaurants, 
they are finding the fossilised re¬ 
mains of tasked mastodons, horses, 


camels and bison which roamed 
there until die aid of die Ice Age 
10,000 years ago. 

The remains are now surfacing as 
Bruce Lander, a palaeontologist 
and Robin Turner, an archaeologist 
work in an 85ft deep trench that has 
been excavated for a new sobway in 
Hollywood Boulevard. It is dose to 
the Universal Studios* theme park 
that features animated dinosaurs. 


Cranes and earth movers have 
hauled out tons of rock, revealing 
fossils from pollen to mammoth 
bones and lantern fish. 

Until a million years ago, Los 
Angctes was under water. Then it 
evolved into a desert before adopting 
a cooler, wet climate. “Sometimes 1 
catch myself saying. Oh my God. l*m 
tiie first person to hold this because 
this came from a time before there 


were even people,” Ms Turner said. 
Although they have already accumu¬ 
lated much material, die recalled 
watching helplessly as a 7ft tana 
fossil disappeared up a conveyer belt 
and was crushed. 

More happOy, die recalled finding 
fossilised dolphin excrement eon* 
taining complete fossils of the fish 
the dolphin had digested. “I was so 
excited I squealed.” she said. 


Loaves are Pop stars 
recalled boarded by 
over wire Bulgarian 
danger CD pirates 


A SERIES of natural disasters 
which befell Bronze Age rivili- 
sarions in many parts of the 
world may have been the 
result of comets or meteorites 
smashing into the Earth from 
miter space. 

New evidence, to be dis¬ 
cussed at a conference in Cam¬ 
bridge in July, is likely to give 
that idea greater academic 
respectability. The conference, 
organised by Dr Benny Feiser. 
a historian from Liverpool 
Moores University, will dis¬ 
cuss whether extraterrestrial 
impacts cun explain the de¬ 
struction of dries and changes 
of climate that eliminated ag¬ 
riculture from large regions. 

The most exciting new evi¬ 
dence comes from Dr Marie- 
Agnes Courty. a French expen 
in the microscopic study Of 
soils and sediments. She is 
expected to report that sam¬ 
ples from three regions of the 
Middle East, taken from levels 
corresponding to the period 
around 2^00 BC when there 
were abrupt climatic changes. 


contain tiny spheres of a 
calcite material unknown on 
Earth but found in meteorites. 

She has also found evidence 
of huge fires in a layer of burnt 
soil. The amount of black 
carbon in the layer is unlikely 
to come from local grassland 
fires, she says. It is more likely 
to come from enormous forest 
fires in other regions. Volcanic 
activity cannot explain the 
evidence, she says. 

Dr Feiser says there is an 
abundance of evidence of vio¬ 
lent change in many Bronze 
Age cultures at the same time. 
More than one event seems to 
have occurred, but at around 
2200 BC civilisations in 
Mesopotamia, the Indus Val¬ 
ley in India, and Egypt all 
appear to have collapsed. 

Much later, at the end of die 
Bronze Age. around 1200 BC, 
the Chang dynasty in China 
and the Mycenaean civilisa¬ 
tion in Greece disappeared at 
the same time. The original 
evidence was gathered by the 
French archaeologist Claude 


Schaeffer and published al¬ 
most half a century ago. 

He found that Bronze Age 
sites over a huge area of the 
near and Middle East showed 
evidence of four destructive 
episodes, the three most prom¬ 
inent being at 2200 BC, 
1.050 BC. and 1,200 BC. He 
concluded that the destruction 
of dties at more than 40 sites 
at the same times could only 
have been caused by massive 
earthquakes. 

But earthquakes, even the 
biggest have only local effects. 

Schaeffer's explanation is 
no longer accepted. The alter¬ 
native. which the Cambridge 
conference will consider, is 
that during the Bronze Age the 
Earth was hit not once but 
several times by debris from 
space, most likely from a 
comet broken into pieces. 

“We know that such impacts 
have happened in the distant 
past,” Dr Feiser says. “The 
question is whether it could 
also have happened within 
human experience.” 


By Dareh Gregorian 

A BAKERY that supplies lead¬ 
ing supermarkets is recalling 
up to a million loaves after 
some of 'the bread was found 
to be contaminated by pieces 
of wire. 

Harvestime Bakeries of 
Leicester says that the prod¬ 
ucts at risk are 800g white 
sliced ~loaves sold by Tescb, 
Sainsbiiry,' Safeway,' Kwik 
Save and Choice, and the 
Harvestime 500g white sliced 
loaf. V 

fan Toal, the company’s 
sales and marketing head, 
said . that 'customers " had" 
bought loaves containing 
pieces up to a centimetre long. 
“No one was hurt Tbe metal 
is dearly visihk agamst ^he 
background of White bread. 

“A week's output -^-r about 
one million loaves — is in¬ 
volved. but we estimate only 
one in 20.000 andd be affedh.! 
ed. The (abduct is no longer, 
on sale, but we are concerned 
that customers could have ! 
stored loaves in the freezer." 

The loaves would have been 
bought early this week, pri- 
manJy in the Midlands. They 1 
have “best before" dates of 
February Z7 and 28, and 
March L 2. 3 and 4, and the 
identification-code HF. • 

Harvestime can be tde-; 
pboned an 0116 246 0800. 


• By Robin Young 

THE Spice Girls. Blur, Oasis 
and Take That have some¬ 
thing other than pop music in 
> common with Elton John and 
the Beatles; they are all vic¬ 
tims of Bulgarian pirates. 

1 - Despite promises made at 
the beginning of December, 
when Bulgaria was accepted 
into the“World Trade Organis¬ 
ation. five factories are contin¬ 
uing to' flood international 
markets with' counterfeit CDs. 

Frances Moore; director of 
European affairs for the Inter- 
_ national Federation of the 
Phonographic Industry, said 
yesterday: “The Bulgarians 
are completely imderrnmmg 
the industry. They are blatant- 
Ijr breaking vtheir promises, 
robbing pop stars and com¬ 
posers of their royalties -and 
record - companies '- of their 
sales. They simply must be 
stopped; iff, fife record indus¬ 
try will not have any future.” j 

Ms Moore -said of the five j 
factories known still to be ! 
producing pirate CDs in Bul¬ 
garia;” We estimate conserva- 1 
lively that they are producing 
at least 15 rnilfion records a 
year.” ■ 

The federation is demand¬ 
ing that Bulgaria" be expelled - 
from the World Trade Organ¬ 
isation unless it keeps the 
promises it made to get in. • 
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Countryside groups 
join forces against 
threat of Labour win 


By Michael Hornsby, countryside correspondent 


THREE countryside pressure 
groups are to merge in an 
attempt to create a powerful 
new organisation to fight Lab¬ 
our moves that may outlaw 
hunting and limit the rights of 
landowners. 

The British Field Sports 
Society (BFSS) will amalgam¬ 
ate with the Countryside 
Movement (CM) and the 
Countryside Business Group 
(CBG). It is hoped the move 
will be agreed by the end of the 
month. 

The Labour Party is com¬ 
mitted to provide parliamen¬ 
tary time for a Private 
Members Bill to ban fox and 
stag hunting and would also 
introduce a public “right to 
roam" over all uncultivated 
private land if elected. 

The merger appears to be a 
takeover by the BFSS, founded 
in 1930, of the two newer 
groups, which were launched 
with much fanfare in 1995 but 
have failed to attract either the 
money or attention for which 
they hoped. The chairman of 


the BFSS, Charles Goodson- 
Wickes. Tory MP for Wimble¬ 
don, and its chief executive, 
Robin Hanbury-Tenison. will 
hold the same positions in the 
new organisation, which will 
be at BFSS headquarters in 
London. The BFSS will also 
supply ten of 20 board 
members. 

There is still no agreement 
on what the new body should 
be called. Countryside Cam¬ 
paign and British Countryside 
have been suggested, but a 
strong faction at the BFSS 
wants to retain the society's 
name and simply create a new 
countryside committee. 

Sir David Steel, the execu¬ 
tive chairman of the CM, who 
is to be a deputy chairman of 
the new organisation, said: “It 
is certainly true that the CM 
did not attract the substantial 
funds I had expected. There 
have been too many of us 
running round trying to get 
money from the same people." 

Much of the funding for the 
CM was supposed to have 


come from the CBG. which 
has so far raised less than 
E700.000 of the planned 
E5 million a year from busi¬ 
nesses such as saddlers, 
gunmakers and fishing tackle 
companies. 

Already there are signs, 
however, that the merger will 
sharpen as many divisions as 
it heals. Ken Ball, president of 
the National Federation of 
Anglers, who Is on the board 
of the CM. said: "I will not be 
joining the new organisation. 
Our members are not in 
favour of a closer tie-up with 
BFSS. which would drag them 
into the hunting debate." 

The British Association for 
Shooting and Conservation 
(BASC), which refused a 
merger with the BFSS last 
year' will also be staying 
outside the new body. Hie 
National Farmers' Union, 
which is studiously neutral on 
hunting, is also distancing 
itself from the new body. 



Boat owners say that investment is needed to preserve their pastime and the businesses that depend on it after three years of dry weather .. 

Bottom drops out of canal market as drought bites 


By Nick Nuttall 


Leading article, page 21 


BOAT OWNERS are demanding ur¬ 
gent action to counter the impact of 
three years of dry weather on canals 
and rivers and the consequent threat to 
livelihoods and hobbies. 

The low level of waterways is 
causing craft to ground and propellers 
and hulls to be damaged, it was claim¬ 
ed yesterday. The problem is aggravat¬ 


ed by water being abstracted for dom¬ 
estic and agricultural use from rivers 
that feed canals. On the Severn, 
pleasure craft are hitting debris on the 
river-bed, the National Association of 
Boat Owners said. 

Water shortages have led to lock 
restrictions on' many canals, as British 
Waterways, which manages most of 
the network, has attempted to conserve 
resources. Restrictions on the use of 


locks are to be introduced this month 
on stretches of the Grand Union and 
South Oxford canals. 

Perer Lea. head of the association, 
said yesterday that there was a threat 
not only to the pastime of boating but 
to repair yards, public houses and oth¬ 
er businesses that depended on leisure 
craft. He added that canals and navig¬ 
able rivers were a haven for wildlife 
and enjoyed by birdwatchers, anglers. 


walkers and riders. The boat awners’.- 
association, which has 2,000 members, 
held ialks with senior executives at 
British Waterways earlier this week. 

Mr Lea said that they wanted invest¬ 
ment in the network. Funds were need¬ 
ed for pumping gear to prevent water - 
running from canals into the rivers 
and the sea and to build new reservoirs 
or dean out silt and mud from existing 
ones to increase their capacity. 
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Burst of 
buyers for 
bubble cars 


Woodward: told mother 


Aupair 
gave dying 
baby ‘kiss 
of life’ 


The biggest private collection 
of bubble cars — assembled 
over two decades by Bruce 
Weiner, a Canadian bubble 
gum magnate — has fetched 
£447,400 at auction. Christie's 
sold an example of the world's 
smallest production car. the 
1964 Peel Trident, styled “the 
cosiest courting car in the 
world", for £28,750. The top 
price, of £29,900, was paid for 
a I960 Tg 500 Tiger CabrioleL 


Train delays 


From Qlentin Letts 

IN BOSTON 


LOUISE WOODWARD, the 
British au pair accused of 
murdering a nine-month-old 
American baby, tried to give 
the child the kiss of life after 
he became HI, according to 
her mother. 

Susan Woodward said yes¬ 
terday that hcj daughter had 
told her what went on during 
the evening last month she is 
alleged to have shaken the 
baby, who later died in hospi¬ 
tal from a bead injmy. “I 
asked her to just look me in 
the eyes and teU me what 
happened that day," Mrs 
Woodward said on a Boston 
radio station. “She gave him 
'the kiss of life. She knows 
that she did everything she 
could for him." 

Miss Woodward. 19. of 
Elton, Cheshire, was formal¬ 
ly charged with the first 
degree murder of Matthew 
Eappcn. when she appeared 
in a Boston court yesterday. 
A post-mortem examination 
found that Matthew had suf¬ 
fered multiple injuries. 

Miss Woodward, who arri¬ 
ved at the courthouse from a 
woman's prison, faces a sen¬ 
tence of life imprisonment if 
found guilty. Her mother 
said of her daughter: “She is 
looking forward to the case 
unfolding so that people will 
realise that she is completely 
innocent of anything, and 
that she had nothing to do 
with what happened to Mat¬ 
thew." 

The baby’s parents are both 
medical professionals from 
Newton, Massachusetts. 


Rail passengers heading for 
the West Country can expect 
lengthy delays after the main 
line to Devon and Cornwall 
was blocked by a derailment. 
Great Western Trains said 
westbound Intercity services 
would terminate at Exeter and 
eastbaund trains at Plymouth. 


Carrier mission 


An official expedition to try to 
solve the mysteiy of the carrier 
Derbyshire, which sank in a 
typhoon off Japan in 1980with 
the loss of all 44 crew, begins 
today. Trade unions and ship¬ 
ping experts have argued that 
structural defects, not the wea¬ 
ther. caused the disaster. 


Butlins fined 


Butlins has been fined £25.000 
after a monorail accident at its 
Somerwest World holiday 
camp in Minehead last Au¬ 
gust. The firm pleaded guilty 
at West Somerset Magistrates’ 
Cburt to failing to ensure the 
safety of employees and pas¬ 
sengers. 


In the mir e 


A commuter whp had been 
celebrating promotion spent 
the night in a marsh after 
falling asleep then leaving his 
train six stops too soon. The 
cold, dazed and mud-covered 
man, in his 30s. was found at 
dawn by John Myatt, a farmer 
at High Halstow. Kent. 


Beggars belief 


A Gurkha recruit based ar 
Crookham. Hampshire, sent 
into Guildford to improve his 
English by. charring to shop¬ 
pers, remarked in an essay 
that the people were so well off 
that “even the beggars wear 
pearls”. He had been stopped 
by a flag-day collector. 
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m-store Price £19939. 


HOTPOINT 

Full Si2e 'Aquarius' Dishwasher 

■ £E? ble apper TRADEJN PRICE 


B ST ,eUPPer TRADE-IN PRICE 

■ 8 programmes. BIN 

■ Hot-air drying. 

Model DF23P. f CIIIIaA 

Price Exdutfing #■- !■. JUH 

Trade-in £449.99. ssSSP ■ Wl#» 


CANDY Fufl Size 'R o rtyaem' Dishwasher 
■4 programmes. 

■ Delicate wash cyde. gpqg wwoa rMLt 

Model C4100. FPB ^Tfl 

In-store Price £349 99. H1 III </ VI00 

BUY NOW PAY G Uihd 

MONTHS LATER _ 


HOOVER BO FUaSbeDistMMslMr 

■ 4 programmes. mnmntb*M4B MCE 

■ Multi-directional spray KfiTil A/IA 

Model 7610 OkUr/MMoi 

Pnce Excluding Wlw tmmwJO 

Trade-in 099.99. 

BUY NOW RAY G MONTHS LATER 


SALE PRICE HELD 


SL12&99 

9. 


BIS MCE 

7899 



=± 


JX. 


SALE PRICE HELD 


a 


FERGUSON 

4-Heed MCAM Sum VWeo 
with VHaofte aed FOC 
Long play increases reconSng 
and playback tone of tapes. 
Mode) FV105. 


{25899 


CAMCORDERS 
SAVE =- £100 


SAVE 

‘100194 


SONY 8mm Camcorder 

with 2-5* Fold-out numvc „ 
Screen and Speaker CUKRT5 P 
Model TRV11. Jfe M 

Witt 04939; Was £59939. r it 


SALE PRICE HELD 


SALE PRICE HELD 


SC 


4Head MCAM Shseo 



SANYO ■——I Carafe < 4 * til ham 2 m. 

HBnoiaannLNoddviExaa.Hmm cmwiw 

Wo£0939. nmBHS PM JJA 

■BWHirniriwisBIlIauLMN 

MCCESSOlWSAskfordeaDs BUila ■ 


SALE PRICE HELD 


CD HI-FI SYSTEMS 


SAVE 


UP TO A _ 
TOTAL OF fc 


120 



■ Economy option. 

■ 27 programmes. 

Model 17086. 
m-store Price £39939. 

BUY NOW MY G MONTHS I 


MICROWAVES 1 COOKBOOK 

SAVE £ 60 





*’ '' t 
■ , 


. 


AIWA Oofey 

Pro-Logic CD Hi-Fi 
with Turntable 

■ Muttfplay- plays up to 
5 CDs. 

■ 100 watts (RMS) per 
channel. 

Model ZVM280. 

Was J3M39: Was £579.99. 

ROT NON MY C UOHIW1WB 

CURRYS PRICE 

{54899 


SONY CDMWHW 

■Nriqd.y-l4iysWto3CIb.HHa 
■ 45 watts (RMS) per flkl.l -1TQ. 

Modri MMCT71. Was J24S3S: 

was £29939. BUY NOW PWY B MONTHS LAIBl 



£20 


SALE PRICE HELD 


.reejfJjO 



REFRIGERATION 

SAVE f.130 

ITS® 



SALc Pr\ICE HELD 


FRIG I DAI RE 

5^ cu-ft Fridge 

■ Push button defiwc. 

■ CFCfrae. 

Model R1526H. 

Was £199139. 



SHARP CURRYS PRICE 

0.6 cu-ft. Compact m 

Microwave Bl Mm 

700 vratu /«i£i AO 

power output 
Model B2V18. _ 


MATSU I m 

Micro M-B 

■ Programmable CD. 

■ Digital tuner. 

Model MCM-650. 

Wes £119.99. 




{11.99 : 


SALE PR CE “ = .D 


JVC CD (Uni HLH 
■ Miritiptajr - plays >4> 
to 3 CDs. 

■40 watts CRMS) per 
channel. Model D2T. Was £24939. 


UMKT9 nwx 

{22899 


SONY 

CD M-n with ItmneMe 
e MiKSplay- plays 


Sl£l39j9 



SAVE 

110 


CANDY 


SALE PRICE HELD 



MATSU I 



SANYOBBSBnrai 

(L6 Ciift. touch Control WW OWrTS PRKI 

Mloaw e we VTjl MQ 

800 watts power output B|III f I IjQI) 
Model EMS1K. ■ ** m *■ ■ 

Was 1129,99. FREE COOKBOOK Ask tor detalli. 


PANASONIC , _ 

IS ro.a Microwave with UjtSIH '■Tefda' 
Convection Owen and Grid BIBBS 

■ MOwjnxx-Mfwtjiut HHf 

■ 1300 wans quartz gnll. Kmtttm ' UW-TWJJ 
■6 auto lensor programmes. Model NNCB53. 

US COOKBOOK. BUY NOW PAY G MONTHS LAIBl 


sf.99 



\ 


CLEANERS 

SAVE £60 






9 f_ ai '^!*^ G F "vWJCHER PRICE HOTPOINT _ _ 

Id&ss 1 ^AQ SS3 £59099 

“9s- £40399 


SALE PRICE K=LD 


DYSON 

Antarctica Solo Dual 
Cydone Upright Cleaner 
Powerful 1300 watt motor. 
Model DCOI AKTARCTICA SOLO. 
BUT NOW MV 6IBONIHS LAIBl 


ELECTROLUX OB 

CyGnder Onaner —vw w 

■ 1300 watt vanable NPH 

po«t. 

a 4 Hue double We 
dustbag. 

Model TANGO 1GG1. Was £129.99. 


HOOVER 

Upright Claaner | 

450 wan maim. B 

Model U2B06 1 

Price Excluding 8 

Trade-In £99.99 
FREE TOOLS Ask tor details. 




{6939 









ACER ACROSnoo 

Intel Pentium* Multimedia PC 

■ inlet* 100MHz Pentium* processor 

■ 8Mb RAM. 

■ 850Mb hard drive. ■ 

■ 8-speed CD-ROM drive. 

■ includes software: Windows 95, 
Microsoft Works, FIFA Soccer 96. ' 

N Stereo sound card and speakers. 
Model PI 00. Was-099. Was £899. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTlOtt* 

CURRYS PRICE 



MULTIMEDIA PCs 

SAVE £500 


NEW 


PACKARD BELL 

P120 Mtto MtHmodbi PC hmobiMKE 

b 16Mb RAM. IMA 

■ 1Gb hard drive. KflTlI rlflUII 

■ B-spMid CD-ROM drive. ai'l'J t lUrirf 
Model 90125. 

In-Store Price £1199. £1B0D HIEE SOFTWARE Adt 
for details. 9 MONTHS HIHKST RS OPTION* 1 


'.OWE? THAN SALE PRICE 





APRICOT P133MKX Pentium* 


■ 16Mb RAM/2.5Gb 

hart drive “ 

a 8-speed CD-ROM drive. IXfl « 
Model M554Q Pi33/16. Belllljr 
Was £1859: 1 

Was £1699: 

WM £1499. 

9 MONTHS NITBEST Rl 


SALE PRICE HELD 


ADVENT P120 Intel Pentium* 

Muttimoda PC with Modem 

■ Pi20 PemJum* wocessot. - __ _- 

■ BMb RAMTIGb — aW *? S Jg 

hard drive. ^TiTil _DQ|| 

■ 6-speed CD-ROM drive. Qblll II fAjJ 
Model 8125. Wbs £149?. 

WM D«9; Was S999T _ _. 

Was £949. 9 MONTHS WTHteSTTSH OPTION* 


Jl 


LOWER THAN SALE PRICE 


COMPAQ imemet Ready PttOMHz 

Pentium* Processor MultfcnetSa PC 

" . nc cuuns wee 

■ IJGb hart drive. ■BHR eftftA 

Model 41 ia H-f |T |1 J 0 ! fllKlIl 

wk£W 99. IliJJ 

Was £1649'. 

WM £1399: Was £1299. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST HBIWTI0H* 


SALE PRICE HELD 


PACKARD BELL 

pMriii*n* P133 Internet Beady Mdtimadla PC 

■ 16Mb RAM/12Gb —- --- - 

hard drive. ■Bfl| 

■Btioecd CD-ROM tlrtve. ft>I|Tl].1/|DQ 
■TeMione answenng fflljilf 11133 
facility. ■*“ mm 

Model EXECUTIVE 9005D. WMX1799. WM £W49. 
WM £1599.9 MONTHS BiTEREST FREE OPTION* 


Curry 

VOUCHER 

5PECIALS 


ER 11 I !■ -'Tfi: 


BUY NOW 
PAY UP TO 
12 

MONTHS 

LATER 



. EXAMPLE OP 
* :.NT=SE5T 
FEE OPTION 
sele^ed 
PRQD-JCTS 








OPTION* 

ON ALL PRODUCTS 


•vjrmuL 


Up to 5 yean cover, indwling new for old 


Superstores offer easy parking, fete night shopping and Sunday opening- Ring 0181-200 0200 for details of your nearest store- 

umhm i _ r „ —- n^i in Homfli uamn .rf.ji1 Hon*-. HP? ?Ti.i CufTvs *'* •■r^rvairl rroriif hmikont Act in-5forp for details. 












































































































































































































































































































































































10 HOME NEWS 


Living life to the full should be for the 

* NACJ-H3JLE CROWTVSER 


Dom Antony Sutch 

Cretn* _ 


THE TIMES SATURDAY MARCH B1997^ 

■___fo'; II 

greater good * | 

Q_ ^ iAARY EVANS PICTURE UBR«T ' " ' 


F ew men or women have 
been able to achieve a 
lifestyle that rings so true, 
and so captures die ingredients of 
human fulfilment, that it speaks to 
generation after generation. One 
such man was Pope St Gregory 
The Great who was bom in about 
540. It is because of Ids way of life 
that he was chosen as patron of 
the monastery and school at 
Downside, where we follow the 
ancient tradition of celebrating his 
Feast on March 1Z though the rest 
of the Catholic Church now keeps 
it in September. 

’n his early thirties, Gregory 
ht.J high office as Urban Prefect 
in Rome; but found it difficult to 
balance the demands of secular 
work. !ie 'ntereste of his office, 
and the contemplative ideal. He 
retired to a monastic community. 
However, his talents were such 
that he was called from there into 
high office once more — this time 
in the Church. Wisely, when he 
left his monastery, he took with 
him some brethren, “so that 
moved by their example I might 
be held, as by the chain of an 
anchor, to the firm land of prayer, 
while buffeted with ceaseless 


waves of worldly business”. He 
undertook his duties reluctantly 
but fully. He had a grasp of detail, 
a keen eye for efficiency, and a 
profound concern for justice and 
welfare. He intervened personally 
to check unjust extortion, and 
refused to let the Church reap the 
profits of oppression. He dealt 
personally until all complaints. 
He was the first Pope to use the 
title “Servant of the Servants of 
God”. This surely should describe 
the human destiny of us all. 

Pope St Gregory The Great 
lived life to the fulL He pursued 
his duties and his responsibilities, 
recognising that any talent be had 
was a gift that must be put to use 
for others. His own preference 
was subordinated to the greater 
good. Although living by an 
absolute creed and by the highest 
moral standards, and always con¬ 
scious of ultimate truth, he never¬ 
theless took the world for what it 
was, and attempted to make it 
always more wholesome and 
goodly. 

The human person is one. It is 
impossible to separate the spiritu¬ 
al from the physical What a 
person is must include what a 



Father Antony Sutch at Downside Roman Catholic 
School whose patron is Pope St Gregory The Great 


person does. The fullness of a 
person must be formed by thought 
and med: ution, and be charac¬ 
terised by a constant search for 
what is the truth. From this flow 
the actions of any person’s life. A 
man's or woman’s actions are not 
to be hidebound by theoiy. but 
must accord with a growing 
knowledge of what is right and 
what is good. 

Too many today live superficial¬ 
ly. Too many act from prejudice 
rather than principle. Too many 
fan to realise the importance, the 


vital importance, of an inner 
knowledge and truth. To be 
flexible arid to adapt one's ideas is 
necessary — as St Gregory’s life 
reminds us — in a society that is 
pluralistic. Otherwise conflicts 
arise and evil will triumph in the 
chaos. Yet there still most be the 
ground-rock of absolutes. For St 
Gregory, that meant Christ and 
His teadtings. 

Cardinal Basil Hume, the Arch¬ 
bishop of Westminster, has given 
a picture of the human task by 
saying that a person should be in 


-the market place; but not necessar¬ 
ily of it In this way the integrity of 
the individual is maintained, yet 
there is tolerance for another. 
There should always h" openness, 
both of the inner self l Jtibe outer 

sell The spirituality of the human 

being is formed, yet constantly 
renewing. So with the human 
race: as a whole it searches for the 
truth- A 

Ultimately, if the sportuality of 
apeople is right, it win lead to the 
knowledge of the Creator of that 
people. I believe, argue and offer 
the Christian' message, but not to 
the point of denying the integrity 
and rights of another. How much 
better if we search for the truth 
together with a pure heart and a 
pure mind, and encourage each 
other. In this way ail of us w3I 
become servants of the servants of 
God. 

The words of St JFranas of 
Assisi “It is in giving that we 
receive", are another way to sum 
up that title of St Greg ‘ /- He saw 
the fullness of humankind in 
prayer and action. So his Benedic¬ 
tine life speaks to ns. through the 
centuries, echoing the words “to 
work is to pray” and, we must 
never forget “to pray is to work”. 

Dom Antony Sutch is the Head 
Master of Downside School 

At Your Service. 
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Ceramic Pot 9cm 


PLANTED 


Ceramic Pot 14cm 



£2-99 

KALANCHQE 

(Flaming Katy) in 
Ceramic Teddy 
Choice of designs 
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Pope St Gregory The Greac inspirational lifestyle 


Sex is new 
religion of 
the West, 
vicar says 

Eh' Ruth Gledhill 

SEX has taken over from 
religion as the new spirituality 
of society, according to an 
Anglican parish priest The 
Rev Charles Pickstone writes 
in a book published this week: 
‘The world of sex today is an 
outlet for natural instincts, a 
displacement of religious ener¬ 
gies. Sex has become a path to 
an encounter with a primordi¬ 
al mystery.” 

In For Fear of the Angels , 
Mr Pickstone. vicar of St 
Laurence's in Caiford. south¬ 
east London, says: “In the 
past to escape from suffering, 
people worshipped God; but 
today sex is the drug most 
frequently used to give relief 
from the stress of living in a 
rapidly changing society 
Sex, like religion, can trans¬ 
port the individual to a world 
of ecstasy and heightened 
experience. “Sex is the new 
spirituality.” 

Mr Pickstone. art critic for 
the current affairs review. The 
Month, says so many people 
are writing, talking and 
fantasising about sex because 
it has taken on many of the 
functions once performed by 
religion. “Sex has become the 
religion of the Western world, 
the bearer of most people’s 
hopes of encountering some¬ 
thing truly ‘other’.” 


Church 
exiles '!/ 
X-Files 
adverts 

By A Staff Reporter 

THE Church of England has 
dropped plans for an Easter 
advertising campaign based 
on the television science 
fiction series The X-Files. after 
copyright problems. 

The Church had been plan¬ 
ning a high-street billboard ' 
campaign featuring the 
show’s catchphrase. "the truth 
is out there” as weD as its 
distinctive X symbol. Posters 
would have been displayed 
outside churches, focusing on 
the Christian Cross with the 
message. The Truth is Here” 
However, the Churches’ 
Advertising Network, which 
produced the Bad Hair Day- 
posters last Christmas, was 
forced to cancel the proposed 
campaign after being unable 
to reach an agreement with 
Twentieth Century Fox, the 
programme’s distributors. 

Images associated with the 
series had been planned. The 
Rev Richard Thomas, for the . 
network, said: "We had 
thought it was a strong but 
traditional campaign focusing 
on the Cross. We would have 
spoken to people in a language 
they understood. We know 
there is. a huge communica¬ 
tions gap between the 
Church's culture and thai of 
people in secular society. We 
have to bridge Thar gap." 




f 3 *I|t arrangement 



AECHMEA FASCIATA 

SAIMTPAUUA 

15cm Pot p. 

(African Violet) 

Was JSSHW Save £3 0 

Choice of 


colours in 

Sweet Pea 

Ml a** is 



Midweek Offer only valid t, 

Thursday. Bookings mus^be mnri _ Wednesdny or 
for travel between 3th April and ! MarCh 1997 

GUT HURRY- There is limhed "vV. T " 7 ' 

For details of this offer or ou r othe^ ‘ 
flights from London Luton: daily scheduled 

Call 0541 500 300 






ISHE 


to Rome brochure 


MONDAY-THURSDAY BAM-8PM • FRIDAY 8AM -9PM • SATURDAY SAM-8PM * SUNDAY 70AM-4PMT 

AU ibn are apprmimata and not hi Kata. MnvJidndiM Mbjact to mlUblUly: ’Slum hi Scotland span Sunday 9am-ipm. Opening tnw may vary KM ail prodnai wflt bo avaUb. Ptaaaa call 0M5 801 80S daring ofltai hours hr daalb of rm nwreal houMpUnt ttortW and your 


fares shOHM are one wa% e .cJuu”^ 


'*«■ to av*Ub!!ny 
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lost my husband on that day; I hlso lost my son:'These people will be responsible for other deaths 



st 




ic who killed 


was let down by system 


By Adrian Lee 

A SCHIZOPHRENIC who killed 
his stepfather and stabbed his 
mother was failed by the profes¬ 
sionals who should have helped 
bun, one of the most damning 
reports on mental health care said 
yesterday. 

Maty Collins. 49. who survived 
five Vtfife wounds- inflicted by her 
son, Martin Mursell. was led away 
in tears after hearing that despite a 
series of blunders, no one had been 
sacked- or disciplined by the local 
authi..ty involved. The chairwom¬ 
an of Camden and Islington Health 
Authority in north London later 
said she would consider her 
position. 

Social workers, housing officers 
and doctors all let Mursell down, 
the report said. His mother had 
pleaded for help but her son was 
released from hospital against his 
wifi before carrying out die attack 
at the family home in Islington in 
October 1994. Joseph Collins. 
Mursell* disabled stepfather, died 
after he was stabbed 18 times. 

Mursell, 28, is detained at 
Ramplon Hospital after an Old 



Denman: apologised 
to Mursell‘s mother 

Bailey judge, who ordered the 
inquiry, imposed a life sentence. 

His mother, comforted by Jayne 
Zita whose husband was also 
killed by a mental parienf. said: "I 
came across people who just did 
not care. It was nothing to do with 
lack of funding ... they wanted 
nice cosy jobs. They did nor want io 
deal with people like Martin. He 


could have had a life if they had 
done their jobs. I lost my husband 
on that day; 1 akfei lost my son. They 
are going to be responsible for 
other deaths and other families 
being destroyed." 

Lincoln Crawford, the harrisier 
who headed the inquiry, said that 
Mursell had received minimal 
support. The failures wen? funda¬ 
mental and depressing. "It was. in 
my view, a failure by alj the 
professionals involved." he said. 

A drug user. Mursell had a 
history of violence and the authori¬ 
ties had beer aware of a serious 
mental problfpi for five years. He 
had threatened to kill members of 
his family ar ' “do a Hungcrfurd". 

His social workers Andrew 
Surtlcwurih and Yvonne Luby were 
inexperienced. A week before the 
attack. Murrell's mother wrote in 
despair to social services but was 
given no help. Norman Harvey 
and Jasnn Taylor, the doctors who 
discharged Mursell from Water- 
low Psychiatric Unit, were taking a 
risk, said the report, and made 
poor arrangements for his care. 
His relapse was predictable. 

Mursell told police he stabbed 


his mother and stepfather because 
they were “giving him looks”. 

The inquiry panel called yester¬ 
day for a central body to control 
mental health. It said care in the 
community was a workable policy. 

Following publication of the 111 - 
page report, Syhia Denman .chair¬ 
woman of Camden and Islington 
Health Authority, apologised to 
Mrs Collins. Mrs Denman said the 
authority had made improvements 
but she would now consider. 
resigning. 

Social worker? involved in the 
case had not bci.. disciplined but 
no longer: worked for th e authority. 
Further inquiries would be con¬ 
ducted social services and 
Camden and Islington Community 
Health Services Trust. Dr Harvey 
is still employed it the psychiatric 
unit. 

Marjorie Wallace, chief executive 
of Sane, the mental health charity, 
said she would be writing to the 
Health Secretary to demand the 
resignation of Dr Harvey, Mrs 
Denman and Hannah Miller. Is¬ 
lington’s chief social services of¬ 
ficer. “This is a quite clear case of 
negligence and Martin Mursell 



Mary Collins at a press conference after the inquiry’s report was published yesterday 


should sue. This is one of the most 
outrageous cases we have seen." 
There had now been between 20 
and 30 similar reports, she said. 

Mursell's mother, who almost 
died in the attack, said she visited 


her son monthly at Rampton and 
he was progressing well. She was 
angered by claims by representa¬ 
tives of the local authority that the 
system, not individuals, were to 
blame. ‘It is not good enough to sav 


no one could lx* held responsible - 
they are bloody well responsible. 
Ir's just nut oh. 1 warn them in 
suffer 100 . Nrn one of ihrm said, 
‘sorry, not one nf them said "how- 
are vour" 


‘King Rat’jailed 
for threatening 
to shoot woman 

By Audrey Magee, Ireland correspondent 


A LEADING Ulster loyalist 
nicknamed King Rat was 
jailed for eight years yesterday 
for threatening to kill a 
woman now living under 
police protection at a secret 
address in England. 

Billy Wright, 36, was also 
found guilty at Belfast Crown 
Court of perverting the course 
of justice’ by threatening the 
woman’s son. 

Wright made his threats 
against Gwen Reed during a 
punishment attack on her 
daugHtert boyfriend in a field 
near a loyalist estate in 
Fortadown, Co Armagh in 
August 1995; Mrs Reed. 42. . 
from .Pbrtadown, challenged 
Wright in defence of die man; 
Wright responded by shout¬ 
ing: “I am going to shoot you." 

Lord Justice McCollum yes¬ 
terday congratulated Mrs 
Reed for craning forward with 
her evidence against Wright 
He said she was scrupulously 
honest, reliable, accurate and 
truthful and served as an 
example to others in Northern 
Treland. 

Wright, also from Porta- 
down. has a fearsome reput¬ 
ation within Northern lrelaml 
and has survived at least six 
attempts on his life by the IRA. 
He believes he has spent 12 
months in police custody cells 
being questioned about vari¬ 
ous sectarian murders and 
other terrorist actions. 

Within the Protestant com¬ 
munity he Is viewed as a. 
dangerous loose cannon. He 
was behind the huge loyalist 
rally in Drumcree last, year 
and is believed tphave encour¬ 
aged die Orangemen to use 
heavy machinery to break 
down the RUC and army 
barriers. In August 1996 the 
Combined Loyalist Military 


Command ordered Wright to 
leave Northern Ireland within 
72 hours or be murdered. He 
did not and survived. How¬ 
ever, the death sentence stilT 
remains. 

He joined the loyalist para¬ 
military group, the Ulster j 
Volunteer Force, as a yount 
man after witnessing the IRA 
kill ten Protestants near his 
home. He spent three years in 
.jail an arms and hijacking 
charges and . was held for 
another ten months an the 
word of a -so-called super- 
grass. One RUC detective who 
had questioned him said: 
“He* as hard as nails and 
very, very shrewd. He knows 
no fear and is prepared to die 
for his beliefs.” 

Wright was not in the dock 
yesterday, as the judge passed 
sentence at the end of the two- 
week trial. He had earlier 
asked to be escorted away, 
protesting his innocence. At 
one stage during lord Justice 
McCollum’S judgment, he 
said: “I want nothing to do 
with this.” 

In his judgment. Lord Jus¬ 
tice . McCollum described 
Wright as an “inscrutable 
witness whose evidence wasn’t 
capable erf belief*. 

Wright* relatives and 
Mends, who also left the 
courtroom, claimed he had 
been the.victim of an “act of 
political desperation to crush 
the resistance of Protestant 
people, their culture and reli¬ 
gions freedom” 

Two other Fortadown men 
convicted of assault and caus¬ 
ing grievous bodfly harm for 
their part in the punishment 
beating were also sentenced. 
Trevor Buchanan. 29, re¬ 
ceived eight years, and Dale 
Wethered, 29, seven years. 



Make 

your 

Mother's 

Day 


Give Theatre Tokens this 
.* Mather's Day, 

Sunday 9th March. 

They can be used at over 160 

theatres nationwide, including 
all of London's West End. 
Simply buy Theatre Tokens 
from most brandies of 
WH SmithrBoota eft, through 
Tk&etmaster 01713444444, 
Tickets London 0171416 6012 
or ’ 

Call our 24 hour Tokenline 

0171 240 8800 
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Seaside carnival of‘happy fire’ as rebel gunmen declare war on Be 

S -•) ° _ _ _of rebels tore “Many.peoi 



SOUTHERN ALBANIA appears 
more in the grip of anarchy tlian 
rebellion. The trigger-happy rem¬ 
nants of President Bei i.««a s army, 
conf. -ed ami frightened, are with¬ 
out orders or aim: the diverse rebel 
groups are equally without com¬ 
mand *r struct re. The hills echo 
to the sound of automatic gunfire 
while the roads are controlled by a 
host of different militias, each with 
contrary intentions. 

Yet the rebels unit are in agree¬ 
ment on one issue. Without excep¬ 
tion they reject Mr Berisha's offer 
of an "amnesty in return for 
handing in captured weapons and 
are determined to fight unless he 
resigns. What happens in the next 
few days seems as certain to be 



Anthony Loyd in Sarande watches a 
ragtag army of protesters, burning with 
hatred, turn economic discontent into 
a full-scale political revolution 


confused as it is bloody. “Berisha 
is a tyrant of the worst kind." said a 
young fighter commanding an 
improvised checkpoint outside the 
rebel-held port of Sarande. "He is 
a liar and a traitor. None of us 
trusts his offers or his Chinese 
smile. There is no way we shall 
hand back our weapons. Unless 
Berisha resigns at once, the blood¬ 
shed shall begin. Wc shall accept 


nothing other than the establish¬ 
ment of an interim government If 
not — it’s war." 

A few miles away, on the tom 
road leading to the Greek border, a 
nervous unit of government sol¬ 
diers searched civilians, travellers 
and the first groups of refugees 
heading south. There was a frantic 
haste in the way they tore open 
bags and rummaged through peo¬ 


ple's belongings, and amid their 
swearing and shouts they kept 
turning to took at the hills behind 
them. The three ancient T55 tanks 
positioned round them seemed 
more a liability than an asset 
rebels partly blew up the one 
bridge ledfeing northwards, ren¬ 
dering it unusable to armour. 
“They are Berisha’s terror.” an 
Albanian whispered, “but their 
time is coming”. 

The promenade along the water¬ 
front in Sarande was deserted, but 
for groups of rebels who were 
zeroing in their Kalashnikovs on 
empty bottles bobbing in the sea. 
Palm trees waved dreamily in the 
breeze behind them, while Corfu 
rose out of the sea mist beyond. 


The secret police headquarters, an 

attractive stone building, was 
wrecked by fire and surrounded by 
Mjmt, hullet-riuuen government 
vehicles. The only tra :c consisted 
of trucks oF youths laden with 
grenades and Eastern bloc hard¬ 
ware speeding in all directions. 

In the distance someone fired an 
artillery piece at nothing in partic¬ 
ular. ft was an almost surreal 
atmosphere: revolution in a sea¬ 
side resort with the suggestion of 
only worse to come. 

So far, other than the cacophony 
of gratuitous “happy fire" into the 
sky and isolated sniping incidents 
in nearby towns, the 4S-hour 
ceasefire appears to be holding, 
but more through luck than intent 


At one point a group Oi rel3C ^' A 
aivav in vehicles vowingjo attack 
and’capture nearby Oirokr -cr, 
held bv government L-jups. -nc 
next minute the order was counter 
manded, although by wha it y^ 
hard to telL and more fighters 
raced after the initial group to 
bring them back. They returned en 
masse, glowering and muttenng- 
“Tomorrow.” <ne added 
sheepishly. 

The fragmented nature of the 
forces opposing President Berisha 
suggests that it will be nearly 
impossible for a compromise deal 
to end the crisis without fighting. 
Each Ieaderiess rebel group has its 
own agenda and is united only by 
hatred of the President. 


stepping 
leader in 


people are • fearful of- 
into the spotlight as a 
case this does not 
Tucreed/ said ilirian Ali**: i>rie of 
the member.- of the ll-mai£nteran 
committee in Sarande. Yet our 
choices are bleak. Either we suc¬ 
ceed or we flee to Corfu. Ff 
and remain, we shall die in the 
worst pogrom Albania has s een.” 

VVhat began as economic discon- - 
tent over the collapse of pyramid 

investment schemes has metamor¬ 
phosed into something far<»ore 
dangerous. Social discontent has 
catalysed with political unrest 
Unless President Berisha resigns, 
a most unlikely event Alba nia^ . 
. seems set to become the scene fajg, 
Europe’s newest war. 


yaw MIS BEHRAMS' REUTER 


Europe’s peace pleas fall 
on deaf ears in Albania 


From Tom Walker in Tirana 


EUROPEAN ^.hurtle diploma¬ 
cy with Tirana begun in 
earnest yesterday with little 
immediate effect, while the 
offer from President Berisha 
of Albania of a two-day am¬ 
nesty for the laying down of 
amis cut linle ice with south¬ 
ern rebels. 

The Preskfenr talked to the 
European Union's Dutch 
presidency and the lighter- 
weight Council of Europe, but 
both organisations achieved 
little result. A clearer message 
reverwrnied from the heavily 
armed South. "He wants our 
guns, we want his head." 
chant ’ Tepeli le rebels for 
the benefit of the television 
cameras. 

“The situation is frozen." 
Rene van der Linden, the 
Dutch MEP who headed the 
council delegation, said. "The 
President does not seem to 
realise the international pres¬ 
sure that can be brought on 
Albania." Hans van Mierlo. 
the Dutch Foreign Minister, 
who headed the EU delega¬ 


tion. refused to comment on 
what ihe President said, refer¬ 
ring only to "a moral obliga¬ 
tion” for change. 

Opposition politicians were 
not surprised at the European 
failure, but agreed there was 
little chance arms would be 
handed in until the President 
save in iu domesrir and inter¬ 
national pressure. Unlike the 
rebels, they have not demand¬ 
ed President Berisha’s resig¬ 
nation. but they want an 
interim technical government, 
elections and a thoroughgoing 
investigation into the col¬ 
lapsed pyramid schemes. 

Tiie longer the President 
stalls, the more suspicious Al¬ 


banians become of his mot¬ 
ives. Rumours abound in Tira¬ 
na that paramilitaries are 
being recruited: even Thar the 
President is recalling army 
units from the South, snip¬ 
ping them of their uniforms 
and sending them back as a 
secret civilian force. 

"He expects us to sign 
papers asking for peace; while 
he rearms and tricks us," 
Blendi Gonxha, a spokesman 
for the Democratic Alliance, 
said. Mr Goaxha tried to leave 
on a Swiss Air flight this week, 
but he was arrested by secret 
police at the airport and held 
lor 17 hours. He said They 
watched me ail the way. I felt 


Refugees escape to Italy 


Rome: Seventy Albanians, 
including babies, crossed to 
Italy yesterday in two boats 
but coastguards said report¬ 
ed sightings of two other 
refugee vessels turned out to 
be false alarms. Hie first 


group crossed in a fishing 
boat from the Adriatic port of 
More. A dinghy was found 
later and escorted to shore. 
Italy has vowed to repatriate 
all Albanians entering the 
country illegally. 
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like Al Capone." He added: “I 
was advised to give up my 
passport." 

Many in Tirana criticise the 
international press for refer¬ 
ring to southern fighters as 
"rebels”. They say that nor¬ 
mally peaceful Albanians 
have had enough of a corrupt 
Government. Bur whatever 
the movement and whoever its 
leaders might be. yesterday it 
was still spreading. . 

It even looked possible that 
die Government’s southern 
army base in Gjirokaster- 
might fall. Contacted by tele¬ 
phone, a local teacher said 
women and children were on 
the streets with guns. As she 
spoke, shots could be heard in 
the background. , 

The nearby military base of 
Gerhot had been handed over 
to rebels, she said, and much 
of the population was armed. 
"Yuu just say you’re in danger 
and then you show your ID 
and they’ll give you a gun." 
she said. 

Photographs in the Italian 
press of the President’s head of 
personal security with a 
Kalashnikov at his throat 
dramatically illustrated the 
evolving Norrh-South divide 
in Albania. A fact-finding 
mission to the rebel-held town 
of Tepelene late on Thursday 
had gone disastrously wrong 
for Adem Hasu and a team of 
Berisha bodyguards when 
they were recognised at a 
checkpoint. The Ministry’ of 
the Interior said yesterday 
that their whereabouts are 
unknown. 

Economy 
at risk if 
investors 
rethink 

From Janet McBride 

IN TIRANA 

ALBANIA risks lurching 
from political to economic 
crisis if it does not swiftly end 
the violence in the South of 
the country, economists said 
yesterday. 

Western firms that had 
been tempted to pump money 
into developing over 170 miles 
of Adriatic coastline and re¬ 
covering oil and metal depos¬ 
its may reconsider after last 
weekend’s insurrection. 

An alarming drop in con¬ 
sumer spending that accom¬ 
panied the rise and fall of 
fraudulent pyramid invest¬ 
ment schemes is also threat¬ 
ening domestic enterprise. 

Retail sales dropped by half 
at the end of last year as 
Albanians poured their mea¬ 
gre savings into the pyramids. 
When they crumbled in Janu¬ 
ary, people scrambled to ex¬ 
change leks for dollars, 
driving the domestic currency 
down by up to 50 per cent. 

On Friday the lek was 
quoted at 134-137 to the dollar 
on Tirana’s grey, open-air 
currency market, compared 
with 104 in early January. 

“The country needs to get 
back to a normal business 
environment. There are major 
difficulties ahead and if they 
are not overcome soon, the 
costs will be higher," said 
Carlos ElbirL the World 
Bank's resident representa¬ 
tive in Tirana. 

“The destruction is in itself 
a big problem. In addition 
there is the question of how 
much damage there has-been 
In terms of business that will 
not materialise.” 

OQ firms, including Occi¬ 
dental Petroleum Carp of the 
United States and Austria's 
OMV AG, have been drilling 
offshore. Some have also-been 
eyeing onshore sites. Other 
foreign firms, mainly from 
Italy and Greece; have put 
money into producing textiles 
and shoes. 

Analysts say events over the 
past two months will have 
done little to instil confidence 

abroad. But the country still 
has hope, because of its 
abundant natural re¬ 
sources. (Reuter) 



Conflict 

threatens 



A boy holds a rifle decorated with flow ers in a demonstration in Sarande yesterday 


in history 

By Norman Hammond 
ARCHAEOLOGY 
CORRESPONDENT 

THE deployment of tanks in 
Gjlrokaster will alunn any¬ 
body with an interest in Alba¬ 
nia’s histoiy and culture. 

Designated as a "Museum ’ 
City", the birthplace of Enver 
Hoxha is rich in domestic 
architecture or the Turkish^ 
period, especially of the ISth 
and 19th centuries. It also has 
an impressive medieval castle: 
founded by the Byzantines as 
Argyrokaslron some Sr. 1 ?ars - 
ago, the fortress fell to the 
Turks in 1418. and was earri- 
soned with 5,000 troops bj the 
warlord Ali Pasha in 1812. 

In spite of its tumultuous 
history, many fortified mer¬ 
chants’ houses of Gjirokaster 
have survived in the Piaka. 

Hasmurat and marker zones. 
The typical tower house has 
only a small doorway ai 
ground level, with the win¬ 
dows and mam rooms on the 
first and second floors. 0} 
The reception rooms, as in 
the Zekati House, seat of Ali 
Pasha’s local governor, are 
often richly decorated with 
murals, carved wood and 
textiles, rare survivals ul Alba¬ 
nian folk culture as it existed 
under Turkish’ occupation. 
The Zgendula House is an 
ethnographic museum, and its 
collection of folklore is e. ^an¬ 
gered by the current unrest. 

More alarming are the 
threats to the ISth century 
Xhamija e Pazarit moseue. 
and the two coeval churches of 
Shen Mehilli and Shen Soriri 
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Church 
exiles 
V File? 

Uuverfo 


male artist 
unveiled as 


woman 


ntoM Roger Maynard in Sydney 


THE Australian art world 
swooned when they saw the 
work of “Aboriginal" painter 
Eddie Burrup. whose haunt¬ 
ing canvases depicted Aborigi- 
nal “Dreamtime" legends. 

The only trouble is. Eddie 
Burrup does not exist. He is a 
figment of tire imagination of 
an 82-year-old white woman 
whose hoax has embarrassed 
- the cognoscenti and mfuriated 
the nation's indigent^ a-risrs. 
Not since Brisbane^ literary 
award winner, Helen Demi¬ 
denko, admitted she fooled the 
publishing world in 1995 by 
assuming a false" identity, 
have Australia’s artistic elite 
been so humbled. 

The elderly painter who so 
successfully pulled the wool 
over everyone's eyes, is in fact 
Elizabeth Durack, a pastoral- 
ist, author and amateur an¬ 
thropologist who lives in the 


remote Kimberley region of 
Western Australia. Under 
Burrup*s fictitious name, she 
produced a range of critically 
acclaimed work, including 
paintings, photographs and 
even an autobiography. Ev¬ 
eryone assumed Burrup was a 
recluse living a hermit’s exis¬ 
tence in the Outback. 

"His" creations were ’ so 
impressive that they even fea¬ 
tured in a touring Aboriginal 
art show. This month some of 
the works were due to be 
enrered for the highly respect¬ 
ed Sulman Prize, to be an¬ 
nounced on March 21. But 
after yesterday’s revelation 
“Burrup’S" work will almost 
certainly be withdrawn. 

Durack. of Irish descent, is a 
member ofane of the country’s 
most famous pioneering fam¬ 
ilies. She is a well-known 
painter in her own right and 


Blast on Beijing 
rush-hour bus 
leaves two dead 

From James Pringle in beuing 


AN EXPLOSION on a crowd¬ 
ed bus in Beijing's busy Xidan 
shopping district during the 
rush hour last night killed two 
passengers and injured at 
least eight others, Chinese 
. sources said. 

Police set up roadblocks 
around central. Beijing and 
were stopping and searching 
cars and checking drivers’ 
identity papers. There was no 
immediate confirmation that 
the explosion was caused by a 
bomb, but observers said this 
was the most likely cause of 
the blast. . . 

Emergency workers at the 


Uighurs; a Turkic-speaking 
minority, claimed responsi¬ 
bility for the blasts. 

An area of northwest 
Beijing called Xinjiang village, 
where Uighurs have settled 
and opened several restau¬ 
rants, has been the scene of 
heavy police surveillance over 
the past two weeks: Authori¬ 
ties were concerned that the 
violence could spread to 
Beijing. 

Exiled Uighur nationalists 
in neighbouring Kazakhstan 
said they organised the 
Xinjiang bombings and also a 
similar, previously unreport- 


Jishui Tan hospital confirmed"' ed attack near the Kazakh 


that injured people suffering 
from bums had been admitted 
and were receiving treatment 
Witnesses at the -hospital said 
the bus had pulled up at a stop 
and that the blast occurred 
when the doors opened. 

FVilice and local officials 
refused to confirm anything 
had ocairred but said they 
were investigating. Beijing 
has seen uncharacteristic ten¬ 
sion during the past two 
weeks,- a period that has also - 
seen thedeath'and funeral of 
senior leader Deng Xiaoping. 
There have been bomb attacks 
in the northwest . Chinese re¬ 
gion of Xinjiang-in which nine 
people died.. Members cf_ a 
separatist group of Muslhn 


border on Monday. The sepa¬ 
ratists want to set up an 
independent “East Turkestan” 
in Xinjiang. 

The Chinese capitaL despite 
die violent suppression of pro¬ 
democracy demonstrations in 
1989 and earlier student pro¬ 
tests, is unused to terrorist 
violence. However, police 
have been on alert recently 
because of tensions with 
North Korea. 

. Police vans have been sta¬ 
tioned outside the North Kore¬ 
an Embassy jn Beijing for the 
past two weeks in case the 
North Koreans tty to take a 
defector. Hwang Jang Yap, by 
force from die South Korean 
Consulate. 



OVERSEAS NEWS 15 

Nation with a gift 
for deflating the 
complacent experts 

From David Bentley in Brisbane 


Elizabeth Durack. a painter in her own right, has confessed to her deception, infuriating Australia's Indigenous artists 


confessed to her deception in 
an arts magazine, but refused 
to explain her motivation. “It's 
my last creative phase." was 
all she would say. 

However, art historian Rob¬ 
ert Smith, a close family 
friend, defended her actions. 
“She has created a character, 
just as a playwright or a poet 


or a novelist will create a 
character." he said. “She 
hasn't appropriated any mo¬ 
tifs or themes, or forms of 
Aboriginal art at all." he 
insisted. 

Members of the Aboriginal 
art community were less for¬ 
giving. claiming she had sto¬ 
len indigenous culture. "It’s 


the last thing left that you 
could possibly take away other 
than our lives or shoot us all." 
John Mundine, an Aboriginal 
art curator, said. Doreen 
Mellor, senior curator at Flin¬ 
ders Art Museum in Adelaide, 
said: "As an Aboriginal person 
1 feel really offended." 

Ironically, the Durack fam¬ 


ily probably has a deeper 
knowledge of Aboriginal af¬ 
fairs than many other white 
settlers, having lived among 
Australia's indigenous people 
in Kimberley for nearly ISO 
years. In the last century the 
Du racks had a reputation as 
the only family of pastoralists 
who did not shoot Aborigines. 


AUSTRALIA has a history of 
hoaxes, literary and artistic. 
The most recent is the saga of 
the Brisbane writer, Helen 
Demidenko. whose book The 
Hand that Signed the Paper, 
carried off Australia’s presti¬ 
gious Miles Franklin literary 
award in 1995. 

Demidenko passed herself 
off to the judges and to the 
public as the offspring of a 
Ukrainian peasant named 
Markov. In reality she was 
tire bookworm daughter of a 
British-born couple. Harry 
and Grace Darvflle. 

Controversy surrounding 
the book’s perceived anti- 
Semitism reached fever pitch 
when her identity was dis¬ 
closed. Publishers Alien and 
Unwin were forced to recall 
copies under the nom de 
plume — releasing die book 
under Helen Darville's 
byline. 

The event recalled the fam¬ 
ous episode of Em Malley. an 
Australian poet whose work 
convinced Penguin editor 
Max Hams in 1944 that he 
had stumbled on a genius. 
Unfortunately Malley was a 
figment of the collective 










imagination of poets James 
jfelcAuley and Harold Stew¬ 
art To expose “die decay of 
meaning and craftsmanship 
in poetry", the pair compiled 
the Malle)' Poems by cutting 
and pasting lines at random 
from dictionaries, mixing 
them with a report on swamp 
drainage. 

In the 1950s another literary 
hoaxer. John O'Grady, wrote 
his best-selling book,'They're 
a Weird Mob, under the 
pseudonym Nino Culotta. ap¬ 
parently based on the first- 
person experiences of an 
Italian immigrant 

West AustraJian'artist Eliz¬ 
abeth Durack’s revelation 
that she used a male Aborigi¬ 
nal pseudonym. Eddie Bur- 
rup, has revived memories of 
a row over fakes passed off as 
the works of (he late Aborigi¬ 
nal artist Emily Kngwarreye. 

An Emily school emerged 
overnight mostly comprising 
family members who under 
Aboriginal law are entitled to 
paint the same stories. Forg¬ 
ers have made a meal of 
famous Australian artists 
such as Norman Lyndsay and 
Sir Arthur Streeton. 
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Cash scandal undermines Gore’s hopes 


‘You don’t get 
a mint on the 
pillow in the 
White House, 
you leave one’ 


HOW SCANDAL ALWAYS DOGS CLINTON 


TH E TIMES SATURDAY MARCH 81997 

i nnps Saddams * 

lUjJCS son says 
" H Iranians 


199 &-preser,t 


'.VHITE'.V'ATER 19S4-preser; 


teaww:Didttw CSntofB 
exploit the cofldpsp of a 

G wn m wI WI 

sayin^and-tcan nsniubon, 
iMtilen cost taxpayers 580m. 
fcrthefr personal Of poStod 
gain? Did t&e White House 
obstruct nwsligaiion end . 
ikto Mis Cbden's bilng 
records Htegafly mMMd? ; 


Long-tone getting chum at 

Mr Swat's and partner 

■tfflbiy Oman's taw firm 
InLjttisHQck. appoMed 
Assistant Aaomay- 
Generaf. rttsignad mat 
WhflBwater charges that 


t". «- ■ Assistant Aaomsy- 

K M Generat, resigned ow 

■Th B Whflewrter charges I 
ha defrauded 

dents. Roto-wod lost month after 17 
months In prison. Now Miod to 
fundraising scandal 



Suean UcOougal 
in prison tor 
contempt sfrcowt 
tor refusing to teS 
grand Jury 
whether CSnton 
committed penury 
at her trial 


a Kenneth Starr 

W1 et a w a ter apeoai 
prosecutor. Caused 
furore tost morfhby 


Progress: Mae 


TRAl'ELGATE 1193-prr^c' 


acoepBng |ob in 
CoStomia, then 
relented and 
promised to carry on 


From Bronwen Maddox 
in Washington 
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Vincent Foster - 
White House deputy 
counsel, longtime Wend cl 
CSntons. found dead in 


llaee egrwrttontv-, | 
Governor An Gup - 
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acquitted on charges rt 
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in’; she'denies K 
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shot him 


awesrigeSon Into 
CArtorrsmtoreei 


park otfeide Watoijngton 
from gmshot wound. Juty 
201993. Death rated 
sukade by Starr 


•very enpottaot* pheee, 
a u cnrdtoo to Herei n 
Stor,VNsner 
B ukywaK counael . 


BUy Dale 

Manager at the tresel rfEce. 
accused of freed, tried, 
•equated. Ms legal eapen«s 
later paid by Congress 



bouncer who was In 

charge ol White House 

saainty office. 
Resigned ovwBe*- 


Bv Michael Binton 

DIPLOMATIC EDITOR; 


Pra aaeer SB under 
Heehgeoon by Starr 
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IT IS linlecomfort to President 
Clinton, but the allegation that 
he offered an overnight stay in 
the White House's Lincoln 
Bedroom to people who might 
give money to his campaign 
has spawned some of the best 
political jokes of his presiden¬ 
cy. As Don Imus, the New 
York talk-show host, put it, in 
the Lincoln Bedroom “you 
dont get a minr on the pillow, 
you leave one ”. 

The issue of questionable 
fundraising is casting a shad¬ 
ow over Mr Clinton's second 
term, just when the Whire¬ 
water investigations of his first 
term appeared to run out of 
steam. This week the allega¬ 
tions spread to Hillary Clinton 
and Ai Gore. 

A furious Mr Clinton said 
yesterday that he was being 
unfairly persecuted and dis¬ 
tracted from implementing 
policies that die United Stares 
urgently needs. But his critics 
say that he allowed campaign 
donors to influence policy and 
that, like Richard Nixon, he 
has abused the presidency to 
secure re-election. The conser¬ 
vative columnist William 
Saline argues that “in a de¬ 
mocracy. no official may use 
government power for the 
purpose of staying in power". 

The Democrats' fundraising 
scramble began in 1995 after 
they were trounced in the mid¬ 
term elections. As Mr Clin¬ 
ton’s former senior adviser. 
George Stephanopoulos. says 
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THE CHINESE CONNECTION 


I fundng toefto three main accusations by Ropubficans ®» 
themed* 

1. The Democratic campaign accepted foreign donottons 
In breach of federal law Pursuit a! Aston donations ftus 
tod so frn to mm ot Sam in ctobmus foreign 
contnbuttons. known as "fanny money*. . 

Z Federal property may hanm bean used JtegaBy to raws 
money, as In Gore’s "shakedowT cafls from the WNta 
House. 

3. White House perks, inducing rights in the toe Lincoln 
Bedroom were offered as rewards to donors. Barbra 
Streisand, Tom Hanks and Ted Turner stop! at White 
House 
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Johnny Chung 
Escorted chairman ol Chinese 
bear MM seeking US 
business to White House 
Christmas party, gave 5*0.000 
cheque in White House to 
Margaret WSferns, Mre 
Cbnon's chief ot staff. 


Charles Yah Un Trie 
Former Arkansas restorateur 
raised Ixmcfrads ot thousands 
Of doBarstor Oroocrats, 
escorted Chinese arms dealer 
to White House coffee, a 
meeting C8nun later caged 
“Inappropriate - 
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in this weekTs Newsweek, ger- 
Ting Mr Clinton reelected 
“would take cash, tons of it. 
and everybody from the Presi¬ 
dent on down knew it. Money 
became an obsession at the 
highest levels". . 

Derails of both parties' 
fundraising became available 
after the election, the most 
expensive in American hist¬ 
ory - . and congressional com¬ 
mittees began to debate 
campaign finance reform. In 
the past month comminees 
have dragged a series of 
confidential Democratic mem¬ 
orandums into the light, pro¬ 
voking headlines of “another 
day. another scandal”. 

Republicans have homed in 
on two specific charges. The 
first is relatively clear-cut: that 
the Democratic National 
Committee illegally accepted 


foreign money. The committee 
admits it did take cash from 
Asian companies and busi¬ 
nessmen. but says that it was 
unaware of the donors' identi¬ 
ties.-It has returned the cash, 
amounting to mure than $2 
million (U2 million). 

The second charge, that 
Democrats illegally used fed¬ 
eral buildings, including the 
White House, for political 
fundraising is muddier. Vice- 


President Gore admitted that 
he made campaign calls from 
his White House telephone, 
but says he paid for them with 
a Democratic National Com¬ 
mittee credit card. Legal com¬ 
mentators point out that some 
laws which Republicans say 
he breached predate the inven- 
rion of the telephone. 

In themselves, these charges 
of illegality do not amount to a 
Watergate, nor have they 


gripped the public imagina¬ 
tion like Nixon’s midnight 
burglary. But they have die 
power to damage Mr Clinton 
and the Democratic Party 
because they may prompt 
more investigations. The 
clamour for Janet Reno, the 
Attorney-General, to appoint 
an independent counsel is 
growing. The Senate is also 
likely to vote next week an 
whether to give Republican 


‘Irregularities’ cost UN millions 


New York: The United Nations Development 
Programme has suspended two staff mem¬ 
bers and is investigating 14 others after the 
discovery that it overpaid by as modi as $6 
million (£3.7 million) for the construction of 
premises in developing countries over the last 
eight years (James Bone writes). 

Gustave Speth, the agency’s head, said the 


overspending appeared to stem from “irregu¬ 
larities” and “failures” in the organisation's 
financial controls, particularly in contracting 
with outside parties. The countries involved 
were Zambia. Uganda, Maldives. Ghana. 
Mozambique, Comoros. Sao Tome. Cape 
Verde and Guinea-Bissau. Mr Speth said die 
agency would take appropriate action. 


Senator Fred Thompson $6 
million to conduct a separate 
investigation. 

Even more- important, the 
specific charges impliddy 
raise wider issues which po¬ 
tentially have the gravity of 
Watergate. One question is 
whether Mr Clinton allowed 
his courtship of donors to 
influence policy. 

At a time of tension between 
America and China, his Chi¬ 
nese contaos have aroused 
much cmcem. It emerged this 
week that Webster HubbeU. a 
friend of Mr Clinton convicted 
of Whitewater diarges, re¬ 
ceived a payment by Chinese 
property' developers at the 
same time as the Administra¬ 
tion approved US participa¬ 
tion in die development. 

The second serious question 
is whether, as Mr Safire ar¬ 


gues. Mr Clinton abused the 
presidency to keep himself in 
office. It is not illegal for the 
President to book guests into 
the Lincoln Bedroom or to give 
tycoons coffee in the White 
House. But the stories depict a 
President well aware of the 
commercial value of his office 
and. to many, that leaves an 
unpleasant aftertaste. 

So far the dispute has not 
dented Mr Clinton's public 
approval ratings. But it has 
associated Mr Core with the 
President's least attractive 
characteristics and has sev¬ 
erely weakened the Demo¬ 
crats' future ability to raise 
funds. Even if the row contin¬ 
ues to fall short of Watergate 
in gravity’ or resonance, it 
could destroy Mr Gore's 
hopes that he will occupy the 
White House in 2000. 



Rome minister attacks ‘rent a womb’ woman expecting twins 


From John Phillips 
IN ROME 




Biloita; supervised implant 


AN ITALIAN woman has lent her 
womb to two infertile couples and is 
expected ro give birth in September to 
twins she will never see, doctors said 
yesterday. 

“I am lending my body to make 
other families happy," said Angela, a 
Rome shopkeeper who is 12 weeks 
pregnant, asking that her surname 


not be made public. The embryonic 
engineering experiment is believed to 
be the first of its kind in the world. It 
was immediately condemned by the 
Roman Catholic Church and the 
Italian Government 
“This episode, like others that have 
come to light recently, poses the 
question of urgent legislation to 
regulate both cloning and assisted 
fertilisation.” Rosy Bindi. the Italian 
Health Minister, said. The Rev Cino 


Concetti, a leading Catholic theolo¬ 
gian, said: “This is a new step 
towards the madness of assisted 
procreation." 

Angela became pregnant with the 
twins after embryos from the two 
couples were implanted in her in 
Switzerland by Swiss doctors under 
the supervision of a Rome gynaecolo¬ 
gist. Dr Pasquale Bilotta. In Italy 
such embryonic meddling is illegal. 

The women in the two couples 


“borrowing - Angela's womb were 
unable to become pregnam for 
medical reasons. One is aged 27 and 
had her womb and an ovary removed 
after haemorrhaging. The other. 32. 
has a heart condition. 

”1 know how beautiful it is ro be a 
mother.” said Angela, who has two 
children of her own. “Even someone 
who cannot become pregnant should 
be able to experience being a moth¬ 
er.” she raid 11 Messaggero. Asked if 


she considered the babies she was 
expecting as bring her own children, 
she replied: “A little yes and a tittle 
no.” She and her husband had taken 
togerher the decision ro lend her 
womb. She said that she was a 
practising Catholic, but feels that her 
conscience is dear. 

Dr Biloita hit headlines two years 
ago when he arranged for a baby to 
be bom after the death of her mother 
by using frozen embryos. 
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CHANGING TIMES 



UDAY, the rider son of 
Saddam Hussein, has Mamed 
Iran far the armed attack on 
him last year, saying lie saw 
his assailants and could -tell 
they were not Arabs. 

“They looked different. 
Arabs have beards like mine. 
Iranians have longer beards. 
In general we can differentiate 
clearly between Arabs and 
Iranians," he told CNN in his 
first interview to Western tele¬ 
vision since he was shot. He 
said time had shown that Iran 
was involved in such- inci¬ 
dents, which had occurred 
elsewhere in the region. 

"We make the connection 
between the eight-year war we 
waged with them and betrayal 
and backstabbing since the 
birth ol Islam," he added. 

Blaming Iran pubtidy sug¬ 
gests that Saddam has derided 
to go on the offensive against 
Iran in an attempt to show 
solidarity with neighbouring 
Arab Gulf countries thai have 
broken relations with Iraq brat 
also accuse Iran of stirring up 
trouble. 

Uday, reported to be unable 
to walk and with a bullet 
lodged in his spine, said he 
was alone In his car at the time 
of the close-range attack. Ear¬ 
lier reports said bodyguards 
were with him and that at 
least one was killed. 

He said he was hit many 
times in various parts of the 
body, but he was recovering. 
Iraqi and French doctors 
would operate on him shortly. 
Waving his hand, he denial 
that he was paralysed, and 
said there was a “good 
chance " that he would be able 
to play sports again. 

He rejected as “baseless 
reports" by ignorant people 
rumours that members of his 
family had been involved in 
the attack. A committee inves¬ 
tigating it would report short¬ 
ly. he said. But it had not been 
easy for Iraqi security to get 
information, as the operation 
had been precisely planned. 

He refused to answer a 
question about his position of 
power in Iraq, and said any 
Iraqi who had asked such a 
question would be punished. 
He emphasised his loyalty to 
his father, who. he said, “has 
always put us in the same 
position as the ordinary 
Iraqi". 
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' Life for Austrian 
‘black widow’ who 
killed lonely hearts 
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. AUSTRIA'S “Black Widow" 
"serial killer was jailed for life 
jesffirday after a jury, arguing 
lintii the early hours, found 
.per "guilty or murder in a 
specimen case. 

Elfnede Blauensteiner, a 
matronly 66-yea r-old. gained 
her nickname because, like 
many 7 female spiders, she 
killed her mates. At least five 
welLoff- ■ pensioners, usually 
contacted through a lonely 
hearts- column, fell victim to 
.her lethal brew of diabetic 
medicine and anti-depressants 
Tnixed with bedtime hot 
chocolate. 

The specimen case was oF 
Alois Pichler, a 77-year-old 
former postmaster. His lonely 
hearts' advertisement suggest¬ 
ed that he was lonely andwell- 
off, and Blauensteiner moved 
in with him soon after their 
: first contact. 

Two weeks later the man 
who had never been seriously 
..ill before, fell into a coma. Two 
months later he was dead. 
Before his death his will had 
been changed in Blauen- 
stEiner*s favour. 

- The dead man's nephew 
. was suspicious and demanded 
an autopsy, at which it was 
discovered that Pichler died of 


By Roger Boyes 

heart failure brought on by 
large doses of Euglucun, a 
medicine for diabetics. 

Four months before meeting 
Pichler. Blauensteiner had 
buried her previous farmer, a 
rich pensioner. Friedrich 
Doccker. Police investigated 
his case as well as her previ¬ 
ous companions and discov¬ 
ered that she had left a trail of 


C Widow, early 
sixties, would 
like to share the 
quiet autumn of 
her life with a 
widower 5 


death. Her accomplice in the 
Pichler case was Harald 
Schmidt, a lawyer who helped 
to change the wills. He was 
imprisoned yesterday for sev¬ 
en years. 

Blauensteiner was a famil¬ 
iar figure in the casino in 
Baden, a short drive outside 
Vienna, where she played 
roulette, blackjack and slot 


machines. But the defence 
offered deeper psychological 
reasons, claiming that she was 
driven by a hatred of poverty 
and men. Her father died on 
the Russian front and she 
grew up with six brothers and 
sisters in a one-room Vienna 
flat The only possibility of 
escape seemed to be marriage, 
but her first husband deserted 
her after the birth of their 
daughter. 

"Since then.” she told the 
court, "I have hated men." Her 
lonely hearts advertisements 
failed to mention this. Her 
typical entry was: “Widow, 
early- sixties. 1.65 metres, 
would like to share the quiet 
autumn of her life with a 
widower. I am a housewife, 
gardener, nurse, and a fnithftil 
companion." 

She confessed to at least five 
murders, but later withdrew 
the admissions. Of her first 
victim, she said: “I freed him 
from his pain." The second, a 
railway executive, poisoned 
over a period of six years, 
“deserved io die". 

The Black Widow — who 
wore black in court yesterday 
— departed briefly from her 
pattern by poisoning a female 
neighbour in 1902. "She was ill 



Elfriede Blauensteiner is led into court early yesterday to be sentenced for one specimen murder charge 


and was suffering." said Blau¬ 
ensteiner. who ensured that 
the woman's will was altered 
in her favour. At least three 
other male victims, including 
Pichler. followed. 

Blauensteiner collected 
more than £1.2 million in 
inherited property and cash. 


Her lifestyle was that of a rich 
woman: generous tips, flashy 
restaurants and expensive fur 
coats. 

After 12 hours of delibera¬ 
tion. ending at 3 am. the eight- 
member jury in Krcms, west 
of Vienna, derided that she 
had been motivated by "pure 


greed". Blauensteiner was 
described by the police as 
"cold as ice". When asked if 
she understood the sentence, 
she said defiantly: "1 under¬ 
stand perfectly." 

The court had been told that 
she arrived late at Pichler's 
funeral, threw a red rose on 


the coffin and said: "Adieu 
Alois". 

On the way back from the 
cemetery-, on the back of the 
obituary notice, she scribbled 
the draft of a new lonely 
hearts' ad: "Widow, living 
alone, early sixties, car driver, 
anraenve. seeks civil servant." 


Fishing threat to wildlife haven 

By Nick Nuttall, environment correspondent 


ABOEA 


INDUSTRIAL fishing fleets have 
begun plundering the inshore wa¬ 
ters around the world's most famous 
wildlife haven in a development that 
poses a dangerous threat to die 
unique Galapagos Islands wildlife. 

Researchers said yesterday that 
. tuna ships hum Japan, the Ecuador¬ 
ean mainland, Taiwan, North 
America and elsewhere were 
hoovering up fish stocks near the 
shore in defiance of the law. The 
.fish, many of which are being 
discovered *to be.unique and found 
nowhere else in die world, are vital 
food sources for the islands' famous 
penguins and birds, including the - 
red, blue and masked boobies. a 
. Scientists, speaking in London, 
said that other disturbing develop-; 
ments-were also emerging, includ¬ 
ing a sharp rise in the number of . 
sealions being slaughtered for their 


penises. "They are being sold as 
aphrodisiacs to the Far East... and 
the sealions’ meat is being used as 
bait to catch sharks. These are being 
killed in increasing numbers, with 
their fins sold for sharkfm soup to 
the Far East and to communities on 
the Pacific coast of America,” Dr 
Jack. Grove; a scientist and expert of 
more than 20 years' experience In 
the islands, said. 

Dr Grove, speaking at a meeting 
of the Galapagos Conservation 
-Trust, said urgent international 
pressure was needed to save the rare 
and unique fish, sharks and other 
marine life. He said that the 
overfishing was part of a worldwide 
problem. But the value of the 
islands, in terms of their beauty and 
wildlife, should outweigh quick 
profits. 

He added that the International 


Union for the Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources, 
based in Switzerland, was consider¬ 
ing listing the Galapagos as "a 
World Heritage Siie in peril". 

Dr Grove, a member of Conserva¬ 
tion Network and research associate 
in fish at the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Natural History, said 
that the islands’ wildlife, including 
giant tortoises and iguanas, were 
well known, but much of the marine 
life was emerging as unique. Many 
fish, like the land animals, appeared 
unafraid of man, he added, and 
were easy to catch and kill. 

Emma Ridley, a guide with the 
Galapagos National Park, said yes¬ 
terday that local laws allowed 
fishing by people living in the 
islands, but now they were witness¬ 
ing uncontrolled spear-fishing and 
industrial fishing. 



Yeltsin puts top aide 
in charge of reform 

By Richard Beeston-and Our Foreign Staff 


Galapagos sealions at Hood Island 


PRESIDENT YELTSIN yes¬ 
terday appointed Anatoli Chu¬ 
bais. his powerful Chief of 
Staff, as First Deputy Prime 
Minister. The free-marketeer 
will be entrusted with the task 
of leading Russia's new drive 
for economic reform. 

His appointment: made by 
the President's office, came as 
politicians waited in suspense 
for Mr Yeltsin's sweeping 
Cabinet reshuffle, which some 
fear could turn into a purge. 
Mr Chubais, who will serve 
under Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
the Prime Minister, held the 
same post until he was ousted 
last year. He later master¬ 
minded Mr Yeltsin’s landslide 
election victory. 


The appointment came a 
day after Mr Yeltsin promised 
sweeping changes to dean up 
a Govern menthe accused of 
being “corrupt". 

Mr Chubais is seen in the 
West as a dedicated devotee of 
the free market but he is 
vilified by the Opposition. 
Gennadi Zyuganov, rite Com¬ 
munist Party leader, said: “We 
will not obey orders from 
Chubais, no matter what his 
position." 

□ Chechnya amnesty: The 
Duma, swallowing wounded 
pride over defeat in Chechnya, 
voted to give an amnesty to 
Chechen fighters in a bid to 
win freedom for Russian pris¬ 
oners of war. (Reuter) 



Trial faces 
lover of 
Aids Briton 

London: Greek Cyprioi au¬ 
thorities are to prosecute a 
local fisherman who allegedly 
infected a British woman holi¬ 
daymaker with Aids while he 
knew he was a carrier 
(Frances Gibb writes). 

The AnomeyGencral. Alex¬ 
ander Markides. said yester¬ 
day that criminal charges 
would be brought against 
Paul Georgiou for passing the 
disease to Janette Pink, 39. a 
mother-of-two from Basildon. 
Essex. 

Basque cleared 

Madrid: Spain's fragile jury- 
system has come under attack, 
after a jury in San Sebastian 
found a young Basque radical 
not guilty of trie murder of two 
policemen, even after he con¬ 
fessed to taking “deliberate 
aim" and shooting the two 
men (Tunku Varadarajan 
writes). The jury- said he "was 
not folly in control of himself* 
at the time of die shooting. 

Israeli pullout 

Jerusalem: Binyamin Net¬ 
anyahu, the Isiaeli Prime 
Minister, yesterday narrowly 
overcame right-wing opposi¬ 
tion to secure Cabinet approv¬ 
al for withdrawing moops 
from 9 per cent more of the 
occupied West Bank [Christo¬ 
pher Walker writes). The deci¬ 
sion was promptly denounced 
by the Palestinians, who had 
expected 30 per cent. 

Belgians’ plea 

Brussels: The family of the 
latest Belgian girl found mur¬ 
dered appealed for calm after 
youths rioted over police in¬ 
competence. The remains of 
Loubna Benaissa, nine, were 
found at a garage five years 
after she vanished. Patrick 
Derochette, a sex offender 
working at the garage, has 
reportedly confessed to raping 
and murdering her. (AP) 

Manley dies at 72 

Kingston: Michael Manley, 
the former Prime Minister of 
Jamaica, a legendary figure in 
Caribbean politics and a lead¬ 
er of Third World causes, has 
died of prostate cancer. He 
was 72. (Reuter) 

Obituary, page 23 
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Former British school teacher earns respect by keeping noisy band of leftwingers in _order 

Classroom tactics rule ^ Oldfoes 


UM 


IN GALLIC gov- -- ~ 
emlng circles, one 
of the sharpest RD1 
putdowns is to ac- 
cuse someone of -L 

failing to “know his Dj 

dossier". Disgrun- T 

tied Euro-leftwing- X 

ers are levelling _ 

that charge these 
days against the formidable En¬ 
glishwoman who holds the second 
most powerful post in the Euro¬ 
pean Par': intent. 

Pauline Green. Labour MEPfor 
North London, who leads the 
European Socialists, the biggest 
bloc in the European assembly, 
upset the French. Belgians and 
Italians in her flock with the way 
she whipped them into line in a 


BRUSSELS FILE 

by CHARLES 
BREMNER 


move to rebuke the Commission 
for its handling of the BSE crisis. 
“It was almost Stalinist," a French 
Socialist said, still smarting from 
Mrs Green’s efforts to drive 
through a middle course that in 
the end saved Jacques Santer and 
his colleagues from a censure vote 
that could have had them dis¬ 
missed . The bout of parliamentary 
aim-twisting was all in a day's 


Euro-drivers in a jam 


ANOTHER Briton has just been 
elevated to high office in the 
European Parliament,just in time 
to tackle another Belgian car 
feud. Julian Priestley. 46. who has 
spent his whole career in the halls 
of Euro-power, has taken nitr as 
secretary-general, or administra¬ 
tor. of the itinerant assembly. 

Hi's immediate difficulty is to 
settle a dispute with the Brussels 


authorities over parking places at 
the Parliament’s gleaming new 
£600 million seat. It is equipped 
with underground parking for the 
cars of nearly 3/J00 MEPs and 
their attendants. But, to acclaim 
from local residents, the Belgians 
have banned the Euro-people 
from using more than a third of 
the slots because they fear traffic 
jams in the nearby streets. 


work for the brisk 
> Mrs Green, 4B, a 

";£. "... former Metropoli- 

jgj&'iy* tan policewoman 

: ]r and school teacher. 

who has earned re- 
sped, if not affec- 
tion, from her 
motley army of 213 
leftwingers, who 
range from Scottish Old 
Labourites and Glenys Kinnock to 
German party barons and six 
French former Cabinet ministers. 
Mrs Green was picked as leader in 
1994 after Britain elected 65 Lab¬ 
our MEPs, making them the 
biggest single-party bloc in the 
assembly that works in Brussels 
and Strasbourg. The Parliament's 
only post with a higher profile is 
that of its president Josfr-Marfa 
Gil Robles. 

Although almost unknown in 
Britain, where she is a leading 
figure in the Cooperative move¬ 
ment Mrs Green cuts an impos¬ 
ing figure in the halls of Euro- 
power. Her 15-nation group has 
real clout in the business of 
legislation. "Pauline is happy 
walking towards the sound of 
gunfire," a lieutenant says. “She is 
not averse to throwing her weight 
around." Mrs Green's forthright 
manner has unbalanced many a 



Pauline Green receives roses after being elected leader of the Socialists in the European Parliament 


Eurocrat In one sortie last month, 
she laid into Mr Santer for his 
“shambolic" management of the 
mad cow affair ana told him he 
had nine months to “put your 
house in order". She dismissed 
Douglas Hogg as “Britain's hap¬ 
less Agriculture Minister". 

A mother of two and wife of a 
London police commander, the 
monolingual Mrs Green has 


made her name as an old-style 
party manager and deal-maker. 
As such, she has earned the 
respect of her rival, the cerebral 
Elisabeth Giiigou. who led 
France's Maastricht negotiations 
as a minister under the late 
President Mitterrand. 

Mrs Green’s toughest challenge 
has been to lead a largely 
Europhile bloc while staying clear 


oi ihe EU minefield in British 
politics and keeping her Labour 
battalion in fine. The Euro-Labour 
Party fell foul of Tony Blair in 1995 
when about three dozen unre¬ 
formed MEPs signed a petition to 
keep the party's old Clause Four. 
But the pair "now consult once a 
month and Mr Blair is said to 
recognise that the tough MEP will 
be an asset if Labour gains power. 


over jobs 

THERE has never been much 
love lost between Belgium and its 
big southern neighbour, but the 
decision by Renault last week to 
dose its Belgian car factory at 
Vilvoorde. in the Brussels sub¬ 
urbs. has triggered a spasm of 
anti-French fury. The chief target 
is Louis Schweitzer. Ihe French 
civil servant who became boss of 
the motor firm in 199Z - - - 

M Schweitzer could hardly 
have done better if he bad set cot 
to turn himself into the most 
reviled villain outside jaiL By. 
announcing the imminent loss of 
about 4.000 jobs, inducting those' 
of suppliers, he united the Wal¬ 
loons and Flemings. 

Nobody apparently had told 
Renault's grand patron that 
VOvomde was home to Jean-Luc 
Dehaene. the Prime Minister. 
Flemish newspapers distributed 
the portrait of the owlish former 
inspector of finances stamped 
with the word hartelos f heart¬ 
less"). A new joke is doing the. 
rounds: How many Frenchmen 
can fit in a Clio? Just one. The 
other three seats are needed for 
Ills “complexe de superiority. ; 



OPERA & BALLET 


LYWC0J71 494 SM5 
Previews from 3 Apr Opens 8 Apr 
SIAN PHILLIPS AS 
MARLENE 


COUSBMOin 6328300 @4v) 


Torft, Tue 7.00 


ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 0t7T 304 
4000 Id Son Office & SiarxtJy Wo 
Tcifte avaiaOte on he day 
TTie Royal Opera 
Toni Mon. Wed. Fn 7 00 
cost FAN TUTTE 
Tue.nu7 30TOSCA 


THEATRES 


SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Stamng 

POULA CLARK 
24HR CREDIT CARD BOOKINGS 
CALL 344 0055 (tftg tea) 

GRP BOOKING 4J3 3302 (Wg fee) 
No btridng lee for Adept 
Bat Oflfce Cates 

Recorded nfarmaten 01713790884 
Mon-Sal 7 4S MalsThjr 8 Sal 3 00 
SO seats betdatthe boor office 
Iron 12pm datty 
MUST CLOSE 5TN APRIL 


ALBBIY THEATRE BO & OC 0171 
SSI >730 cc 344 4444.312 5088 (NO 
fees] lips 413 3321.312 5069.438 
5588 Previews Irom 14 Aprf, 
Operul/Aprl 

GAHYWLMOT ANN CRUMB 

n 

THE GOODBYE GIRL 

ANew Musical 

Bor* by NM Simon Muac by Marvin 
Hamfcch, Lyrics by told Zppel. 
Addittana) lyrics by Don Black Evgs 
MovFnapm WedMa3fm 
Sas5&a30pm 


Albery Theatre 

01713891740 (no t*g fee) 
TeteOnaster. 344 4444 (bkg tee) 


NEH.MULLARKEY 




ONE WORD IMPR0V 

"Om Woni Imprav b ab fata” ted 
Tue-Sw 0gm LAST 2 WEEKS 


ALDWYCH 0171416 6007/420 0000 
(24 total bkg fee] 

Groups 0171 416 8075 
MICHAEL ALEC 

(MUON McGOWEN 

TOM & CLEM 

anmptayby 

STEPHEN CHURCHETT 
□fretted by 


Red. Price Prevs from 9 Apr 
Opas l4Aprtat70Qpm 
Eves 7 30. Wed 3 Sal mats 3 


ALDWYCH 0171416 BXB. CC bfcg 
fee 344 4444 Grps 0800 614 903 
DIANAFIGG DAVID SUCHET 
ii EDWARD ALBEITS 

WHO'S AFRAID OF 


0« bv Howard Danes 
"A MAJOR THEATOCAl EVENT 3d 
Mon-Sat 7.1 Spm Sat Mai 2.15pm 
LAST3 WEEKS 


APOLLO VICTORIA cc 0171416 
6056 cc 24tol 0171 344 4444AM 71 
420 0000 Grps 416 60757413 3321 

Andrew Lloyd Webber's 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 
White kruefcte mns 19 45 dafy 
Tua & Sal 3pm Tcfcets bun Cl 5150 

Elba Mat Thins 3 


APOLLO 24hrcc 0171494 5070. 
cc 0171344 4444 (bkg teal 
GTO60I71 494 5454 
BEN ELTON'S 

POPCORN 

Previews from 20 March 


APOLLO THEATRE 0171494 5072 
0171420 0000 (bkg tee) 

FASCINATING AIDA 

“Qufls simply the lope" D Tel 
Men-Sat BOO Mats Sal 3 00 
UNTO. SAT 15 MAR ONLY 


CAMBRIDGE 494 506QM16 6060 
344 4444/420 0000 (+ bkg fee) 
Groups 494 5454 
416 607574133321/436 5588 

GREASE 

“fiBL futons, thriBng & fun, 
fun. Am" 0 Mkiot 
TICKETS AVAILABLE APPLY DAILY TO 
BOX OFFICE 

Mon-Sa 7 30D«n. Wsd & Ste US 3pm 


COMEDY THEATRE 
01713691731/0171344 4444 
Rob Morrow si 

‘BIRDY* 

ByWaBarnWhanon 

•BIRDY* 

Mon-Sat 8pm. Thur mat 3pm. 
Sana 5pm 

•BIRDY* 

Live Ihe Drean 


CRITERION 369 1737/344 4444 
BESTCOMHTT 
Lauence OSwer Award Nomteee 

REDUCED SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY in 

THE COMPLETE WORKS 
OF WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE (abridged) 
AI37Pteysm9?Mrues 
“marina" fanes 
Mat; Thur at 3, Sat al 5 
Swial4,Evesal0pm 
THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (abridged} 
Tuesday at 0pm 

JN IIS 2ND HILARIOUS YEAR! 


DOMINION 017165618850990 
204020/420 0000 (bkg tee) Gips416 
6096/3121997/0800614903 

tha Magic coma a&ve on ataga 
DISNEY’S 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 


GARRICK 0171494 5085/3121990 
inobkg tes) 

WINNER OF 
10 MAJOR AWARDS 
The Royal NatfoaM Theatre 
Production 

PIP SUZANNE 

DONAGHY BERT1SH 


•BPnesfey's 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

-THRILLING-MUST BE SEHT 

DMa3 

“TWO HOURS OF 
ENTHRALLING. VISUALLY 
STUNNWG DflAUA“D Tef 
MavFii 7.45. Sal 5 00 & E15, 
Wed ms 230 


GIELGUD 0171 494 5557/ 4200000 
Grps 494 5454/420 (COO 

ROMANCE, ROMANCE 

Two New Mutecaia 

~Sa good they narred it iwce~ D Te/ 
Eves Som Mate Thur &Sa 3cm 


HAYMAHKET 930 8800 (no bfrg tee) 
344 4444/4200000 (attiUqta^ 
Mon-Sat 7 45pm Mats Thur & Sal 3pm 

JESSICA LANGE 

-MAGMHCSfr* NdW 
TOBY IMOGEN 

STH>HENS STUBBS 

Tmaaaaa WHUana* 

A STREETCAR 
NAMED DESIRE 

(SrectsdbyPaiarHal 
“UNFORGETTABLE" STms 
LAST 3 WEEKS 


HER MAJESTrS24ly 434 5400 
(»g fee) CC 344 4444/430 0000 {lee) 
Ops 494 5454/413 3311/436 5588 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER’S 


•\i./i.l.i ,'tf ,i* 


TBE PHANTOM OF 
THE OPERA 

Dfratted by HAROLD PKNCE 


LABATTS APOLLO, 0171416 
8050/420 0000/344 4444 (tee) 416 
607^438 5588 (ftps, tee) 

CUFF RICHARD 


NATIONAL THEATRE BO 0171 
928 2252: Grps 0171620 0741,24tw 
cc bfcg tee 0171 420 0000 
Please aftow adra teumeyfraWng 
Bre because of nrapr roadworts 
OLIVIER Today 200 & 7.15. Mon 
7.15 GUYS AND DOLLS Music 
aid lyrics by Frank Loess*. Book by 
Jo Swering & Abe Burrows 
LYTTELTON Today 230 & 730. 
Man 7 30 (PREVIEWS) LADY IN 
THE DARK a muscat play ty 
Moss Han wlh lyrics by Ira Gashm 
and music by Kul (Ate* 
COTTESLOE Today 230 & 7 JO. 
Mon 730 THE CRPPLE OF 
IMSHMAAN a new play by Martn 


NEW LONDON Druy Lane WC3 BO 
0171 405 0072 CC 0171 4044079 
24hr0171344 4444/4200000 
Grps 0171 4133311/4365588 
THE ANDREW LLOYD WEfflBV 
T.5. HJOTINTHWATONN. 


CATS 

Eves 7.45 Mate Tub A Sal 300 
LATECOMERS NOT ADMTTH) 
WHU£AUOT0nUMSIN 
MOTION. PlfiASE BE PROMPT. 
Bare open sl&45 

LIMITED NO. OF SEATS AVAIL 
DAILY FROM BOX OFFICE. 


OLD VIC0171920 7616 
24to: 420 0000 (no big See) 

The Pete-Hafl Company 

Now P^teg WASTE by Hartoy 
QunvBe Barker 
RanMatfl 10 CLOUD NBE by 
Caryl ChtachD 
From March 23 HURLYBURLY by 


7 daya a waafc/10 parts, a wsek 

lAte-Sui at 7 30. Thur 8 Sa mas 230 
sm a 230 or 4.00 rrie»C10-C19. 


PALACE THEATRE 0171-434 0909 
oc 2d»s (bfcg tee) 0171-3444444 {jbhg 
tee)GrpsCfl714133311 
THE WORUTS MOST PdPUAfi 
MUSICAL 

LES MISERABLES 

N0WHII51ZIH 



In:': 1 i , 


MUSICAL 

SM0KEY JOE’S CAPE 

TIC SONGS CF LEBER 4 STOLLER 
Deeded by Jerry Zak; 


WEST SiOE STORY" £ Std 
MotkSN ton. Thi & Sal Mas 3pm 


SMB 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 

LONDON |D1716388891) 




CRBSHU Today 130 & 700 
THE PIT: THE GENERAL FROM 
AMERXATo(6y2004 715 
STRATFORD (01789 29562Vcc 
0171 41314^ 

RST.CYMBEUNE Today 1.30 

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING 

Total 730 

SWAN. CAMMO REAL Today 130 
HENRY VH1 Toni 7 30 
TOP - THE MYSTERIES: THE 
PASSION TonT 7 30 


ROYAL COURT0171565 50CO 
cc 420 0100 P4hrs) Downstes (Di*e 
ol Yodffl. St Mattel's Lan^ TTE 
SHALLOWS® by Doug Lada 
MahStf 730 Sdma 330,8615 
Mar, irti 15 Mar. Up gafci 
(Ambassadors. West SQ ATTHIPS 
ON HER LffE by Malta Crin*>. 
Mon-Sal 745(70012 Mar) Sd ma 


l l.ivillhl •• ill~ 'LT.~ 


DRURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 

SS cc (Bteg tee) 24br 7 days 0171 «4 
5000/344 4444M20 0000 Ops 494 
5454/4133311/3126000 

MISS SAIGON 

“THE CLASSIC LOVE STORY 
TIME" 

NITS 



ijJ.v ..cm# 


Eves 730 Mas Thu&Sa2» 
Laiacamas nof adnBad 
uMthemlenrai 
UMTTH) NO. OF SEATS AVAL 
ONLY FROM BOX OFFICE 


PHOEMXBQfCCOITI 3691733 

7344 4444/420 0000 (fee) 




SAVOY BO/cc 0171 836 8888 cc 420 
0000 (no hkg fee) Ops 4200200 


TIC IMPORTANCE OF 
BEING OSCAH 
TTwWR,THampb&Tragedy 
ofOacvWRde 
byMiciwal MacUaramab- 
Plag tan Th4. Opens 18 Mat 


STMARTVTS01718381443 Eves 
8.Tue245.Sar5&8 

AGATHA CHRISTIE’S 
THE MOUSETRAP 
45th YEAR 


STRAND THEATRE Bar 0#S cc 
(no tee) 01 71930 8800 
cc (tahg fee) 0171344 4444/4200000 
Groups 01714133321/017! 438 SSB8 

’BUDDY* 

TTie Buddy Holy Story 
“BRailAWTSui 


OfrwjiDramaAwanb 
Hays & Haysra/tar Novdte Awrads 


DUCHESS BO/oc 0171494 5075 (no 
Uig tee) cc 0171344 4444/420 0000 
(wchtftgtoe) 

MAUREEN LIPMAN 

LIVE & KIDDING 
Eves to” Mels Sal ton 

LMTED SEASON-5 APRn. 


FORTUNE BO fiCC 0771836 
2238/3128033 

EWAN -lAMPS 

hooper snomNS 


THE WOMAN IN BLACK 
Adapted by Stephen Matatraa 
"TTw aaoat thr« m and chil in g 
play tor ywre"DMdl 
NOW M ITS STH YEAR 
Mon-Sal Bpm 
Mate Tues 3pm Sat 4pm 


LONDON nUiADtUMBOCC 
0171 494 503Y344 4444 (El Ud sav 
chg) 420 0000 Ops 0171420 0200 


SSto 1 * BLOOD BROTHERS 

“ROBERT LINDSAY'S FAGM IS wdanca to te tort, 

Fua OF CHARM, WARMTH & and rearing Itatopn—TD Mai 


Ewe 7.46 Mils Rub ton Sal 4pm 


.‘iil-.v.. 1 ..T.-ll T 1 . it; 


PICCADRJLY01713691734 
344444V4200000(24hTB) 
Eves 8. Mate Wed 3 & Sal 5 


PETHI BOWIES 
CARMEN HStfnr 

SLVERA McGBE 

BW SYKES 
m Moterefe httnous caredy 

. THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES 

TOSnTVELY GLITTEflBKL. 
TWS IS AS GOOD AS TT GETS" 
DAW 


PRMCEBRVARD 01714475400 
First CM 4200100 CC 344 4444 
Ooupe 420 0300 




YOU CANT ASK FOR MORE 1 

STmra 

Eves 7 30 Mats WedS Sat 230 
SOME GOOD SEATS AVAR. 




LYCEUM cc01716561806 
0B90 500 800/344 4444/420 0000 (Ug 
fee) Grps 4166076 


JESUS CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

"ffuttila r **- 1 Bra h.., PWmi 

aonos auiwi nveng uawi 
Tha Spina” D.Tdagraph 
Eves 745 Uffis Wed 4 Sal 3 
(no tfcg fee ta presold cMera at the 
Lyceum bn office lOamto") 

£15 tetete tasuderte aval Mon-Thu 
3Bb«*attB in advanca 
NowbaoUnglDSaplBiaber 
Scma seats aval at door Men - Thu 



BEST NEW MUSICAL 




fc A powerhouse of new writing’ 


Evenin'? St ir.dard 


company; 

2 I dean st 


I* 


isite 


A preview season of 4 new plays 
WAKING 

by Lin Coghlan until 29 March 

A beautiful and tend'-r portr.?.:; cf Ch? <orr:o!‘;x 
relaeior.ship between three generation-; cf Irishmen. 


Marcii - all seats l- 


Tickets: 0171 420 0022 

For a season brochure: 
0171 287.6464 


Fciiiewijd by 

Noise by Alex Jones 2 - April 
Gabriel cy Moira Buffini i - May 
^kclcton by TaniKA; Gupta 2? May - 2i Jur 
Food for Thj^yht !S Jjns - 5 Juiv 


OUT & Trees 


7:1(4 




H Her Tib 

Mon-Sal 7.45 Mate Thir&Sat 200 




To adveitlsa In 
Hite section 
please call the 
Entertainments 
team on: 
0171 6806222 
or fax 

0171 481 9313 



f^OI 484 68 22 SS 


VICTOniA PALACE BO & cc (to 
te«0t71834 l3l7oc{bkgtaa)017i 
344 4444/3121608/4200000 
Groups 0171 3121905 
A1171 <36 5588 (po lea] 


BEST MUSICAL 


VW1H BRIAN CONLEY 

"A RESOUNDING HTT 

SmdayTelagraph 
Evgs. Tubs to Sa 730. WWb Wed R 
Sat 330 Extra special K price mat 
Tturs at 30Q starring 
ManStewan 

3 wawksfll London ens^wnonl 

‘ to World Toot. 


WYNDHAMS 389 1739344 4444 
BEST COMEDY 
Eire Standard teards 


Lauwm ORvtar Awrarie 

“ART 

A new pt^r by Yasitoa Itea 
Trane by Christopher Harruton 
'TTy, ewftn or afctoe Juat to see 
R" New York Trees 
EureA Man Wed 3, Sel & Sun 5 


%tmw 

DAVTOWAMET 


"COMPLEX A BRILLIANT 1 ' 

rivucilt Trail 

■WOKDEnFUUYEXHILARATIKC" 

DuaTr.itwr* 


UNTIL 5 APRIL 1387 

BOX OFFICE 0171 UtiiiZ 


Renault workers 


From Ben Macintyre 

IN PARIS 

IN AN unprecedented trans- 
European strike. Renault 
workers vesterday staged si¬ 
multaneous stoppages in 
France. Belgium and Spain to 
protest against the par maker's 
decision to close its factory at 
Vilvoorde in Belgium and cut 
6,000 jobs. 

Despite union fury and a 
storm of criticism from French 
politicians and the European 
Commission. Louis Schweit¬ 
zer, the Renault chairman, 
insisted that the closure of the 
Belgian factory in July with 
the loss of 3,100 jobs was 
traumatic but necessary . “It’s 
a brutal, hard and painful 
derision." M Schweitzer said. 
“If we do nothing, the com¬ 
pany will die.*" 

Up to one third of workers 
downed tools for one hour 
during each shift in Paris and 
other parts of France, while 
Belgian demonstrators from 
the threatened Vilvoorde plant 
massed outside the French 



'-■If 



Schweitzer concedes 
decision is brutal 

Embassy in Erusseis and 
ihrew a car chassis across 
police barricades. Belgian Re¬ 
nault dealers across the coun¬ 
try joined the protest by. 
shutting up shop. 

The Renault board has ap¬ 
proved a pian to shed an 
additional 2,764 jobs in 
France, where stoppages 
began overnight at the Re¬ 
nault factorv in Le Mans, and 


conrlnued yesterday at plants 
in Cleon, Sandouviile and 
Douai. 

About 90 per cent of work¬ 
ers at four Renault plants in 
Spain downed fools for one 
hour and employees at fac¬ 
tories operaied in Belgium by 
General Motors. Volkswagen. 
Ford. Opel and Volvo also 
staged one-hour strikes in 
solidarity with their Renault 
counterparts. 

Workers at Renault plants 
in Portugal, however, did not 
respond to the strike call. 

Union leaders last night 
haiied the so-called “Euro-- 
strike" as proof of cross-border 
workers" unity in the face of 
glaring gaps in European 
serial legislation. 

M Schweitzer suggested 
Lhat a new use might be found 
for the Vilvoorde factory and 
that some workers may be 
transferred to other plams. 
but he showed no sign of 
backing off from the radical 
restructuring plan. 

Critics claim that he is 
callously taking advantage of 


different labour costs across 
Europe, and on Thursday 
Karl Van Mien, the European^ 
Commissioner, announced he. ~ 
was blocking Spanish in west- ' 
menl subsidies for Renault on 
the grounds .that it was “ab-‘ . 
surd" to dose the profitable 
Belgian plant. . 

lire Spanish Government 
yesterday decided to suspend 
its request for approval of an ' 
£S million subsidy it had 
planned to provide for a. 
Renault investment in Vafiat - 
dolid. . 

The management of the 
newly-privatised French auto¬ 
maker claims that the 
Vilvoorde plant was singled- 
out because it has the highest 
production costs. 

While President Chirac of 
France has expressed “shock" 
at the abrupt way the dosure 
was announced, as M 
Schweitzer pointed out “the 
French Government has not 
said that the derision should 
be altered, corrected or that it 
was not good for the 
company". 
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RETURN OF TH 


Once only skinheads and footb;alJ;.^|| 
No lonqer — now it's the hottes^' 

3 ; • > -ri sS-^'/s 



p Jacks. 




PLUS Free cinema tickets to one of 27 exclusive 
screenings of the latest Romeo and Juliet 

THE SUNDAY TIMES IS THE SUNDAY papers 
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* OPINION 

The .Tench are 

so proud of their 

blue movies that 
they are mounting 
a festival of 
them in London 


19 




■ VISUAL ART 

Welsh National 
Opera's staging 
of Iphigdnie 
en Tauride 
is about as good 
as it gets 


THE! 


{TIMES 


ARTS 



■ THEATRE 

Widows sees 
Ariel Dorfman 
returning to the 
same harrowing A 
themes as in Death 
and the Maiden 



■ ON MONDAY 

In Stratford an 
epic production 
of The Mysteries 
hits the stage: 
read Benedict 
Nightingale’s view 



hen it comes to moaning 

about malign foreign irf 
&uences on their culture, 
the French are universally ac¬ 
cented as world champions. 
Nothing makes hackles rise faster 
. m Pans than the suspicion that les 
Anglais have concocted a dastard¬ 
ly, plan to infiltrate the French 
language with hundreds of Eng¬ 
lish words, or that Hollywood’s 
secret agenda is to steamroller the 
French film industry to oblivion. 

But now the French are hitting 
back. What's more, they are de¬ 
ploying a weapon so potent that it 
could rock the very foundations of 
British society. Yes. ir$ sex. 

Every country makes sex films. 
Everyone has watched them at 
some time or another. (Oh all 
right, Virginia, you haven’t.) Bur 
the French believe that theirs are a 
cat above the rest Other nations 
produce blqe movies. The French 
make “erotic masterpieces". And 
this week, to prove the point, they 
launched a huge official festival of 
their erotica right in the heart of 
London. The ultra-respectable 


First shots in a rumpy-pumpy war 


Insntut Francais. the French Gov- 
ernmenfs cultural outpost in Brit¬ 
ain. is to show 50 of “the most 
subversive films ever made in 
Fiance or financed by French 
money — the forbidden Fruit of 
French cinema”. 

Never before have so many 
Gallic, gropes, so many frolics 
fmnyuses, been unleashed in 
muck succession on innocent Brit¬ 
ish sensibilities. Our stiff upper 
lips may never recover. Mon Dieu, 
even as I type les litres my fingers 
are trembling. Here is the ravish¬ 
ing Bardot in Vadim’s Et Dieu 
crea la femme, and another eter¬ 
nal heart-throb. Jeanne Moreau, 
in Malle’s Les Amants, now 40 
years old but still censored on 
British videos. The naughty old 
Institut Francais is showing it 
uncut on Monday. 

Here is Bunuel’s L'Age d'or, 
banned for 50 years, and his Belle 


deJour. How many schoolboys of 
the ]%Qs scraped through O-level 
French by slipping illicitly into 
that fantasy-laden classic and 
making a close study of Catherine 
Deneuve's exquisite vowels? 

And if that's too arty far your 
taste there's also Emmanuelle — 
complete with that epic scene of 
ingenious if improbable rumpy- 

pumpy in an aircraft loo — and the 
British premiere of the 1975 sensa¬ 
tion, Histoirc d'O. which is appar¬ 
ently so shodting that the French 
have never oared let it cross la 
Manche before, in case it gives us 
ideas. And if you think this is old 
hat, the Institut is also screening 
"erotic vignettes" of the 1990s. 

Clearly, this is the first shot in a 
cultural war. The French have 
flung down the gauntlet, and 
indeed the rest of their clothing. 
Their film industry is obviously 
over-sexed. over-subsidised and ■ 




RICHARD MORRISON 


over here. Our own British Coun¬ 
cil must retaliate. Hire the best 
film house in Paris, chaps. Round 
up the sauciest oeuvres in British 
cinema. Shall we say Confessions 
of a Window Cleaner and Cany 


On Nurse for starters? Let’s show 
our continental friends that, if it 
comes to serious action on the 
ditty-mac front, the British are 
quite capable of holding their own. 

A nd chi the subject of high¬ 
brow cultural exchanges, 
are you up to speed on this 
year's Eurovision Song Contest? 
Readers of The Times — sophisti¬ 
cated.-mature individuals, on the 
whole — perhaps may not be 
aware that Britain's participation 
in this venerable joift has reached 
something of a crisis point. We 
used to win the thing quite often. 
Now we haven't won for years. 

To make matters worse, the 
Irish and Norwegians (unlikely 
victors in recent years) have 
changed the rules, ln'the old days, 
it was either a belter year or a 
shaker year. If it was a belter year, 
some glass-shattering, gurgling. 


gargling sub-Piaf waif from 
France or Luxembourg would win 
with a throbbing, adenoidal bal¬ 
lad. If it was a shaker year, 
Britain's entry — comprising one 
or more micro-skirted lovelies, 
frantically wobbling all available 
protuberances — would triumph. 

But the Norwegians and Irish 
cheated. They introduced proper 
melodies. Not fair! Since when 
was music'allowed in the Euro¬ 
vision? The British panicked. Two 
years ago. we tried to regain the 
initiative by going all trendy with a 
rap song. It was a dismal flop, 
narurally. The Eurovision is about 
as closely attuned to contemporary 
pop as Dame Barbara Cart land is 
to sumo-wresding. 

So last year we reverted to the 
palpitating leggy-lovely formula, 
and put forward a more-ar-less 
undressed young damsel called 
Gina G in a breathy little number 


called Ooh, Aah (Just a Little Bit}. 
(Second line: "Ooh, aah. just a linle 
bit more". You ger the drift t 
Mysteriously, this intellectually 
bracing material got ooh, aah. just 
nowhere with rhe hard-hearted 
juries of Europe. 

Now we are trying a new 
strategy. It's called satire. Tomor¬ 
row', BBC TV viewers will vote on 
which song represents Britain this 
year. The favourite is a number 
called Yodel in rhe Canyon of 
Love. And if you think that title is 
the ultimate in daftness, you 
haven't heard the song itself. JtN a 
brilliantly barmy item: quite possi¬ 
bly brilliant and barmy enough, in 
fact, to unite Europe in a single 
glorious cry of "dome points!" 

But if Europe derides that it 
doesn't care for Yodel in the 
Canyon of Love — and let's face it. 
the title might lose something in 
translation to Estonian — then we 
can say that we only entered the 
song as a joke anyway. Perfect! We 
either win the big prize, or we 
ridicule the whole set-up. Bit like 
the Maastricht treaty, really. 


The uniformly excellent Dfdier Henry (Oreste) and Diana Montague (Iphig£nie) In WNO’s Iphigenie en Tauride 




Jhetie.' are wettings 
when • ; lightning 
, strikes an operatic 
. ^performance.. and 
oneVsense of proportion fal¬ 
ters. Welsh. National Opera’s 
revival of-Gluck’s Iphigenie 
. was onespchJln the aftennath 
Of. a sntiply.shattering perfbr- 
marice, one was left wonder¬ 
ing • -_ whether any - . other 
composer has tmtferetood with 
such blinding darity just what 
that exatic'dro irrational com¬ 


bination of words arid notes 
called “opera" can yield, and 
indeed whether a greater op¬ 
era .has ever been written. 

The Patrice Caurier. and 
MosjheLeiser production, new 
five years ago but meticulous- 
’ ly re-rehearsed in ihe after¬ 
math of their Carmen, is 
severe'almost to a fault grey 
walls for a set, monochrome 
contemporary costumes with 
no differentiation between 
Greeks and Scythians. There 
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SHARE IN THE NEXT 
EXCITING CHAPTER OF 
BRITISH FILM HISTORY 
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is nothing to distract from the 
pitiless human drama, and 
with a cast as fine as that 
assembled at the New The¬ 
atre, it is pitiless indeed. 

As before, Diana Montague 
is Iphigenie. and the only 
possible criticism is that her 
voice is almost too beautiful 
for a character in such pain. 
But her command of long, 
unbroken Gluckian line, her 
poise, her use of words, are 
impeccable, and her singing in 
the great second-act Lament 
held the audience breathless. 

Peter Bronder returned as 
Pylade,. and his delivery of 
Unis ide la plus tendre 
enfance, that Liebestod for 
tenor, was the most expressive 
] have yet heard from this 
increasingly valuable artist. 

There was one notable new¬ 
comer. the French baritone 
Didier Henry as Oreste. He is 
a superb, fearless actor. Before 
even opening his mouth he 
told you through body lan¬ 


guage alone of a man racked 
with guilt: add his warm, 
closely focused timbre and 
pungent declamation of the 
text, and you had an imper¬ 
sonation of almost unbearable 
intensity. Thus Oreste and 
Itylade arguing about which 
should die to save the other 
had the urgency of Alceste and 
Admete — oh pitiless Gluck — 
ar the gates of Hades. Mal¬ 
colm Donnelly, also new. 
made an ideally dony <if less 
than ideally steady) Thoas. 

The American conductor 
Steven Sloane combined due 
weight of sound with a sense 
of "period" derived from spar¬ 
ing string vibrato — the best of 
both wurlds. He never pushed 
(the recitatives were wonder¬ 
fully spacious}, hut let the 
drama unfold naturally ill all 
its grandeur, encuuraging his 
soloists m sing on a thread of 
tone in passages of intimate 
personal stress, allowing un¬ 
countable seconds o( silence at 
moments where the drama is 
so white-hot that even notes 
and words set-m inadequate. 
Here is a conductor who 
understands Gluck's genius. 

This revival is now going on 
the road, with urtly five more 
performances. It must be seen. 

Rodney Milnes 
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THEATRE: Benedict Nightingale on Ariel Dorfman’s fearful Widows 


A trocities occur. The ty¬ 
rants responsible are 
forced from power. But 
rhe new government is inse¬ 
cure, dependent on the good¬ 
will of the army, or maybe 
influenced by infiltrators from 
the former regime. How is it to 
deal with the wrongdoers who 
still walk the streets .and 
punish die crimes that poison 
the national soul? They, are 
questions that have yet to be 
folly answered in parts of 
Eastern Europe and Latin 
America. They continue to 
obsess the Chilean dramatist 
Ariel Dorfman. 

Hence his masterpiece. 
Death and the Maiden, in 
which a woman takes revenge 
on the doctor she believes 
oversaw her torture and rape. 
But that postdates his treat¬ 
ment of much the same theme 
in Widows, which was a novel 
in 1978 and a not-too-satisfac- 
tory play by 1988. Only now. 
after a collaboration with the 
American dramatist Tony 
Kushner, followed by yet more 
slog by Dorfman himself, is a 
definitive Widows ready to be 
taken on tour by Edinburgh’s 
Traverse Theatre. Was it 
worth the struggle? 


Waiting 
for tears 


I thought so the moment the 
lights went up at Cambridge's 
Arts Theatre on a viaduct 
overhanging a river on whose 
bank some ten women in 
black were gathered, looking 
like a chorus from Aeschylus 
or Lorca; and 1 still thought so 1 
at die end. By then, Dorfman 
had given his answer to the 
question posed by die moth¬ 
ers. wives and daughters of 
men abducted by authorities 
who now ask for rapproche¬ 
ment and the spirit of forgive- 
and-forget. Before anything so 
chummy can occur the vil¬ 
lage^ male population must 
be returned, alrve or dead, and 
the killers must be punished. 
Nothing else will do. 

The speaker is Edith Macar- 
thur's Sofia, whose, father. 


husband and two sons have 
disappeared. She sits by the 
river grimly awaiting their 
return and regarded by the 
other women as “stubborn, 
bitter, a tombstone” and a 
potential provocation to army 
officers who indude an 
unrepentantly fascist lieuten¬ 
ant as well as a captain who 
believes peace can be achieved 
without rancour or repara¬ 
tions. But then bloated, face¬ 
less, battered corpses arrive by 
river. Who are they? The 
women come en masse to 
claim them, and an edgy 
military fears it has new 
troubles on its hands. 

Widows is not the unequivo¬ 
cal success Death and the 
Maiden was. Dorfman has 
not quite fulfilled his aim of 


wedding the realistic and 
mythic, the colloquial and the 
larger-than-life. In some of his 
characterisation he sacrifices 
finesse to simplicity. The nar¬ 
rator. a Dorfman surrogate 
who talks of his exile, his 
feelings of impotence and his 
need to bear witness, does not 
add enough to justify his 
intermittent, mooching pres¬ 
ence. Moreover, Ian Brown's 
cast, their accents ranging 
from demotic Scots to genteel 
English, donT always achieve 
the right intensity. 

Bur you cannot miss the 
generosity of Dorfman's at¬ 
tempts to reach into the mind 
of Sean Scanlan's flummoxed 
Captain, as he wars with lus 
atrocity-weary sense of decen¬ 
cy, or the power that some¬ 
times emerges from the 
embattled women. There is a 
moment in the first half when 
they become a chorus, all 
wailing over the latest uniden¬ 
tified corpse: “It's mine, it’s 
mine, please don’t let it be 
mine." They half-want a man 
to bury decently and half-want 
to keep their fragile hopes 
alive. I imagine that’s how 
many women in Chile and 
Argentina feel to this day. 



| AN EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER IDE 

IlMIS 


A FREE sampler CD 



f-r *■ ij.:? 

' ~~ 


Readers of The Times are offered a FREE sampler 
CD featuring four tracks from The English Patient. 
The original soundtrack has been nominated for an 
Academy Award and recently won the Golden Globe 
Award for Best Original Score. 

The four-track sampler, including the title music, is 
interspersed .with readings by Ralph Fiennes. The full 
soundtrack CD is released by Ace Records (catalogue 
□umber PCD 16001) and is 
distributed by Pinnacle. It is. 
available from branches of 
HMV, Music & Video Club, 
Virgin and good record stores. 

Special editions of the 
paperback and audiobook of 
The English Patient by 
Michael Ondaatje have been 
published by Macmillan. To 
order the special edition paperback and audiobook, 
with free p&p, please use the order form on the right. 
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I shan’t vote 
for these 
Philistines 

Sir Peter Hall says neither of the 
major parties cares about the arts 


"XT T hy must democracy 
|A/ grow us these crops of 
V Y political cowards?” 

This is not a columnist writing 
about the antics of the Euro- 
sceptics, but a line from Harley 
Granville Barker's Waste, a play 
written in 1926 and. to my mind, 
the wittiest and most candid expo¬ 
sure of politics since Shakespeare. 
It deals with a leader who aims to 
privatise the Church of England 
and use its revenues to build a great 
new system of national educarion. 
His efforts are frustrated by an 
avalanche of what we would now 
call “sleaze". He is involved with a 
married woman who dies undergo¬ 
ing an illegal abortion. In its day. 
the play was banned, probably 
more for its honesty about politi¬ 
cians than for its sexual awareness. 

While l have been relishing the 
ironies of Waste in a rehearsal 
mom. the tide of negative advertis¬ 
ing has grown higher and higher 
on the billboards outside. The 
coming general election has been 
reduced lo the level of playground 
abuse by all the silly slogans. 

And the other day I realised that I 
wasn't going to vote: there was no 
point. Under our insane electoral 
rules, my vote wouldn’t even count 
as a protest. My decision will 
bother nobody but me; but bath 
parties are so craven when it comes 
to what I care about. 

Our culture is my concern, and 
particularly the state of the arts. 

And this is not only _ 

because I earn my living 
making plays, operas 
and films. The English 
language is now our 
greatest export and our 
prowess in the arts is still 
2 n international wonder 
(just) in a world increas¬ 
ingly uninterested in the 
talents of the British. 

But what about our 
politicians? The Tories have quietly 
decimated the am over the past IS 
years in the cause of free enterprise. 
There has been little consolation 
from Labour, whose tentative and 
muddled policy on the arts is a deep 
disappointment. 

It is worth recalling the original 
idea of subsidy: to provide money 
so that admission prices could be 
kept low-. Anyone who had a taste 
for the arts could therefore afford to 
enjoy them. But “get what the 
market can bear" was the Arts 
Council's edict under Thatcher. 
And the consequence is that you 
and I now pay high taxes to fund 
the Royal Opera House {which I 
don't begrudge) and are then asked 
to pay El50 a ticket, which I do. 

In the 1980s the Tories launched 
their sponsorship schemes: the 
private sector was to contribute to 
the arts in order to encourage the 
development of new and exciting 
projects. It sounded plausible. We 
live in a mixed economy, so it 
seemed right that the arts, too, 
should have mixed funding. U was 
also stressed that sponsorship 
money would never affect central 
government funding. 

The promise was, of course, 
broken. By always pitching grants 
below the level of inflation, the real 
subsidy was reduced year by year. 
By the 1990s, some theatres had as 
many people working on fundrais¬ 
ing as were on rhe stage. 

Labour sounded a little better 
during this time, although it is true 
that at the height of the old Greater 
London Council, there was distrust 
of "ceno-es of excellence" such as 
the National Theatre, because they 
were deemed elitist. Money was to 
be given instead to community 
centres so that everyone could 
become artists together. But gener¬ 
ally speaking. Labour's heart 
seemed in the right place. 

Meanwhile tire great erosion of 
the arts, the giveaway of our 
broadcasting system and the de¬ 
cline in our educational standards 


Sometimes 
I think 
we now 
have two 
Toiy 
parties 


continued. The arts in particular 
have been deliberately discredited 
during the past ten years by a 
carefully selected vocabulary used 
by Tory politicians. Artists who 
turned to the Arts' Cbundl for 
support were told thty had a 
welfare state mentality; if they 
protested, they were called 
"whingers". And the acting profes¬ 
sion could always be declared 
brain-dead by branding them 
“luwies”. 

Then came a new instrument of 
destruction: the National Lottery. 
Once again, we were told that it 
would never affect central subsidy. 
Although initially it was used only 
for developing or refurbishing 
buildings, the lottery Is taidng a 
more and more central position. I 
believe that if the Tories are re¬ 
elected. it will be used to stop 
subsidy altogether. Then (because 
of the genuine social need) we could 
well be told that lottery money must 
be used for good works such as new 
hospitals instead. So the bonus 
could be short-lived. 

Meanwhile. Tony Blair has at 
last pronounced on the future of the 
arts. He was high on their commer¬ 
cial value ("die creative economy"), 
full of promise for some post¬ 
millennium future (funded by the 
lottery, of course) but very low 
indeed on any recognition of the 
crisis we are in today. There is not a 
regional orchestra without finan¬ 
cial troubles, nor a regional theatre 
that has not had to cut 
back its productions, re¬ 
duce its actors and, con¬ 
sequently. reduce its 
audiences. The regional 
theatre is dying fast, and 
this will soon have an 
effect on our great cen¬ 
tral theatre institutions 
and ultimately on the 
standard of our broad- 
_ casting. Above all. we 
have neglected the young who are 
tomorrow's audienoes. 

Sear prices must come down: 
subsidy must be used again to 
ensure accessibility. And young 
people who have talent must again 
be properly supported by govern¬ 
ment grants through music college 
and drama school. Tony Blair 
mentioned none of this. Instead we 
were asked to look forward to 
rebuilding the decimated arts some 
time in the new century through the 
agency of a new body called Nesta, 
which is not a bedtime drink bur 
the National Endowment for Sci¬ 
ence, Humanities and the Arts. 
Once again it is funded by the 
lottery. So there is jam tomorrow 
but no need of jam today. 


V! 


' irginia Battomley, the Heri¬ 
tage Secretaiy. derided this 
pale Labour policy as a 
"luwies' charter", demonstrating 
the complete contempt that the 
Conservative Party has for the 
acting profession. 1 sometimes 
think we now have two Tory 
parties, one moving to the right and 
(me maintaining its position in the 
centre, desperately seeking elec¬ 
tion. But neither cares about the 
state of our culture. And they allow 
us to be just as indifferent abour 
other great issues such as the 
funding of parties by sectional 
interests, our absurd electoral sys¬ 
tem. or Europe. Our national 
complacency is kepr secure. 

1 five in Chelsea, as safe a seat as 
the Tories can muster. Our candi¬ 
date is Alan Clark, so if I am feeling 
in an anarchic mood, he presents 
an amusing temptation. But I 
cannot vote for him. i have only 
voted Toiy once when, in 1979. it 
seemed vital to curb the power of 
the unions. Thatcher achieved this 
on a minority vote and I was glad. 
But 1 never bargained for the rest of 
her revolution, which celebrated 
greed and encouraged our society 
to become more brutal. So I shall 
pass, regretfully. 


Lc. d Nolan urges young people not to prefer public protest to democratic participa 


I 


learnt two lessons from die 
setting up of the Committee on 
Standards in Public Life. The 
first was the importance of a free 
press, with investigative skills and 
resources in bringing to light 
matters of public concern which 
would otherwise remain hidden. 
The second was the power of the 
media to influence the conduct of 
government and of political life. 
There is much talk of accountabil¬ 
ity, but It sometimes overlooks the 
most obvious example — the avail¬ 
ability of almost everyone in public 
life, from the Prime Minister 
downwards, to answer questions 
from journalists or broadcasters at 
almost any hour of day or night 

I am a wholehearted supporter of 
a free and. where necessary, inves¬ 
tigative press. In all the countries I 
know, a free press goes with an 
independent judiciary — in which I 
have a vested interest but which I 
believe to be equally important. But 
there is a price to be paid. 

One part of that price, excessive 
cynicism about public life, is reflect¬ 
ed in the pLure of suspicion and 
distrust of politicians and journal¬ 
ists which opinion polls reveal. It 
was also reflected in the corres¬ 
pondence which we received from 
people in all walks of life. When we 
asked newspaper editors whether 
they shared the public's distrust of 
politicians, they assured us that 


Are we, a nation of 
political cynics? 


they did not They said that our 
politicians were, an the whole, 
honest and hard-working. How 
then did the public get this false 
impression of politicians, unless 
through the newspapers? The edi¬ 
tors said that newspapers were not 
to blame. The politicians brought it 
on themselves. There is dearly 
some truth in this. Politicians, 
particularly when a general elec¬ 
tion is in sight are apt to accuse 
each other of dishonesty, and the 
public may be forgiven for thinking 
that the politicians aught to know. 

When felling into superficial 
criticism on the basis of newspaper 
reports. T remind myself of the 
danger of armchair cynicism. It is 
all too easy to blame others — 
politicians are dishonest judges 
are too soft on crime, or the local 
council is corrupt If you feel 
yourself inclined to adopt opinions 
like that I urge you not to sit back 
but to do something about it This is 


a free country, but we only deserve 
our freedom if we make proper use 
of it If you think that politicians are 
dishonest and possibly corrupt go 
and talk to your MP or your local 
councillor- If you think that the 
judges are too soft on aiminals, 
spend a day in the nearest Crown 
Court Only then will you have 
something on which to farm your 
own judgment And if you still 
think something is wrong, do some¬ 
thing about it Getjfcrvolved. Use 
your democratic rights, especially 
free speech. 

W e have a general election 
coming. Yet some people 
seem weary of the cam¬ 
paign before it has started. There 
has been concern about the law 
opinion young people in particular 
seem to have of politicians and the 
political process. I have been striatic 
by the need to have campaigns to 
get young people to vole, both here 


and in the United States. Have we 
realh- reached the stage where the 
right to rote, so hard-won by earner 
generations, has now to be sold like 
a patent medicine show? 

We therefore need to beware of 
cynicism. Young people are not 
cynical in any general sense ot me 
word. In particular, they are not 
cvnical about aims and ideals. But 
they- may be cynical, like some of 
their elders, about politicians and 
political processes. I think here 
about the recent roads protpts. 
Some protesters were quoted as 
rubbishing the right to rote and 
urging the power of direct action. 

They are utterly wrong to dispar- 
aee the ballot box. There is a place 
for public protest in a democracy. 
But you cannot reach a sensible 
view "about competing priorities by 
focusing vour action on one issue 
and leaving all the others aside. 
The function of democracy is to 
enable civilised debate about diffi¬ 


cult issues that cannot be rated 
to simple good versus badPram* 
ine direct action above democratic 
participation is tantamount tacon- 

umpt tor your fellow dtuens.. y 
Bui voting is just the beginning.] 
urse you to go beyond tins and get 
inrolied in policics. meeto^ - 
questioning people in pubhc bfe, 
either for a party or an issue. The 
British disease is an unthinking 
cynicism about politics. The cureis 
riot easeful sloth, and certainly not 
cynicism: it is participation. Gov¬ 
ernments have a great capaaty to 
do goad, and just as great, a 
capacity to do hamt-.The only way 
ro be sure that they do the nght 
thing is to keep an eye on them, to 
challenge them, to hold them to 
account and, above ail, to take pair 

in them. - _ 

Public fife in “iis country, m 
politics or in the media, is as 
attractive as ever for thos&who 
want to change the world, it is tiof~. 
for those who want to get ridi 
quick. Public life is for the brave, 
for the tough and for those who 
want power, not just for its own 
sake but also for unselfish reasons. 
There are plenty of people like that 
in this country. After two and a half' 
years of inspecting sleaze. 1 remain 
a democrat and an optimist. 

This is an edited extract from a speech 
given this week to St John’s College 
Political Society. Portsmouth. 


Rural ride among the ruins 



W iven William Cobbett 
crested the last of the, 
Surrey hills on his 
approach to London, 
he saw before him a pestilential 
boil. Behind him lay a country of 
honest Englishmen, a land of 
yeomen who held fast to the old 
ways, to free enterprise and sound 
money. Ahead lay “a great wen... 
a monster called the metropolis of 
empire". Over the Thames basin 
rose a stench of decrepitude. The 
restless city seethed with politics, 
monopolists, lobbyists, immorality 
and paper money. 

Today the author of Rural Rides 
might feel a reverse sensation. The 
great wen is now a city ser in stone. 
It evolves, but roughly to plan. 
London is broadly the same physi¬ 
cal entity it was at the war’s end. 
and will be inherited as such by 
future generations. Its land use is 
conserved under tight laws and the 
property market flourishes within 
their constraints. 

Look out on the modem country¬ 
side and Cobbett would cry with 
anguish. He would see an anarchy 
of greed and politics. He would 
rage at the yeomen of England 
drenching their fields in chemicals, 
tearing out their hedges, polluting 
their streams and throwing up 
silos, bungalows and wind farms 
with no care for anything but cash. 
Terrified politicians bicker and 
shower farmers with money. When 
they poison the nation's food by 
their malpractices, they are not 
punished but compensated with 
paper money from the pockets of 
taxpayers. 

How Cobbett would have railed. 
Yet even today he would have 
found few supporters. Criticising 
countrymen is still politically incor¬ 
rect. You may insult the dty (or 
business or journalism) and pass 
muster, but you may not insult that 
most delicate sensibility, farming. 
The BBC dare not pension off The 
Archers, begun as a plug for 
agriculture after the war. British 
culture was to have no finer 
community of souls than Amb- 


Where Cobbett saw pleasant pastures, today we see 
an industrial countryside, prey to polluting profiteers 


ridge. Like doctors and policemen, 
the farmer was awarded that 
professional gong, a warm-hearted 
serial on the Beeb. 

The game is surely up. After 14 
years of explaining to farmers how 
to poach subsidy from the taxpayer, 
the stoiy editor of The Archers. 
Graham Harvey, has turned game- 
keeper. The business has stuck in 
his throat. In The Killing of the 
Countryside, published by Cape 
this week, he concludes that almost 
all fanning has become a mega¬ 
industry polluting out of control. Its 
raw material is 80 per cent of the 
landscape, which it is ruining. Nor 
is tiie ruination anything to do with 
market economics. The destruction 
is at the behest of government 
policy and with taxpayers' money, 
some £10 billion a year. 

Harvey’s book is a modem 
Crapes of Wrath. He is enraged at 
ministers who subsidise industrial 
farming because big farmers are 
the best lobbyists (including 32 
MPS). He is appalled that taxpay¬ 
ers must support methods that 
strip land of wildlife, erode topsoil 
and pollute rivers. When a salmo¬ 
nella BSE or E. coli scandal brings 
the juggernaut to a halt, he sees a 
Treasury rushing forward with 
cash to get it moving again. “We 
have abandoned our countryside to 
the grubbers and sprayers, the 
exploiters and the profiteers," he 
writes. “We have allowed them to 
assault our landscapes, wage war 
on our wildlife and abuse our farm 
livestock- Now finally they have 
corrupted the purity of our food." 

I have read such diatribes before, 
from Marion Shoard, Oliver Rack- 
ham and numerous critics of 
Brussels farm policies. 1 have 
seldom read a more meticulous or 
devastating case for the prosecu¬ 
tion. (Nor have I read a rejoinder 
that is other than self-serving.) 


Harvey lists the payments that 
made last year the most lucrative 
for agriculture in recent history, as 
prices and subsidies soared up¬ 
wards in happy tandem. Fanners 
derided tourists and ramblers as 
“vandals", yet they demanded that 
those same visitors pay them £32 
billion in BSE compensation. The 
“anti-vandals" ripped out 11,000 
miles of hedge last year alone, 
sprayed more ions of nitrate into 
the soil and denuded the nation of 
skylarks, nightingales, corn 
buntings and lapwings. If a motor- 


Simon 

Jenkins 


way builder threatens a natterjack 
toad, thousands rise up in protest 
But not if a farmer threatens one. 
Harvey reckons that the past 50 
years have seen some 90 per cent of 
the countryside turned over to 
monoculture, stripped of hundreds 
of spedes of flora and feuna. 

W hile Harvey’s attach¬ 
ment to rural values 
and organic produc¬ 
tion can be cloying, 
his argument is robust. He has no 
truck with National Farmers' 
Union blackmail — "maintain sub¬ 
sidies or we shall behave even 
worse" — nor with taxpayers giving 
farmers money to be rural conser¬ 
vationists. He bids them live or die 
as do other mortals, in a regulated 
marketplace. There is no reason to 
continue a subsidy regime meant 
for war. Britain, indeed all Europe, 


can feed itself on a quarter of its 
present farmed land. Paying any¬ 
one merely to exist is poor econom¬ 
ics. Paving 12 farmers more than El 
million each for unwanted food, as 
happened last year, is indefensible. 

Harvey has two crystal-dear 
prescriptions: stop subsidies alto¬ 
gether, and impose on farming 
planning control without compen¬ 
sation. as exists in towns. Land 
prices would fall. Some marginal 
land would go out of production 
and revert to woodland and com¬ 
mon, but new entrepreneurs ready 
to exploit the new market could 
afford to buy land. If intensive 
farmers "behaved worse" to sustain 
yield, they should be stopped, as 
urban property developers are 
stopped. The bureaucracy that goes 
into paying subsidies should go 
into conserving a landscape that 80 
per cent of non-farmers want to 
protect — and for which they have 
already paid through the nose. This 
is not to penalise farmers, just to 
treat them like everybody else. 

Planning does not impoverish. 
As Harvey and Shoard have point¬ 
ed out, the richest parts of cities are 
nowadays those most carefully 
regulated. The Duke of Westmin¬ 
ster cannot demolish his properties 
in Belgravia as he could his 
properties in Cheshire. Thai does 
not make Belgravia less lucrative. 
All land in a democracy is 
“planned", since it is in limited 
supply. The challenge of planning 
is to make the free market work 
with, rather than against, the grain 
of public opinion. The core princi¬ 
ple is that of regulation without 
crippling compensation. This prin¬ 
ciple has applied to manufacturing 
industry since the 19th century and 
to urban land development since 
the 1930s. It should now apply to 
the countryside. Paying farmers 
not to farm is obscene. 


Harvey’s prescription is no leap 
in the dark. In 1934 the New 
Zealand Cabinet (true ThatCherites. 
as opposed to Britain's half-hearted 
ones) decided to end farm subsidies 
— and did. Land prices and food 
prices fell, as did public expendi¬ 
ture. The result, says Harvey, “is 
that the. price of land in New 
Zealand now reflects the market 
value of its output, not the 
capitalised value of public sup¬ 
port". Agriculture did not end. . 

The countryside is cited as the 
chief reason why visitors come to 
Britain. Among Britons it came 
third, after “freedom" and the 
National Health Service m a 
MORI poll on what people think is 
good about Britain. I am a dty- 
dweller who loves the countryside 
simply as a pleasure to behold. I 
admire those few farmers who care 
about its diversity and beauty, and 
who seem always to be fighting a 
subsidy regime intent on making 
them ruin iL A regulated free 
market could not make it worse. 

E very government craning 
to power promises to “end 
the lunacies of the com¬ 
mon agricultural policy" 
— as now is Labour. It then piles 
lunacy on lunacy. These promises 
are empty. Each attempt to refrain 
the CAP increases its cosl Euro¬ 
pean farm policy is like the medi¬ 
eval Calais wool staple, a producer 
monopoly in restraint of trade. Its 
essence is to resist its own reform. 

Harvey’s grim message is that 
this policy is not just expensive. It is 
polluting Britain's environment 
while undermining the quality of 
life and the purity of food. If so. 
there has been no more grotesque 
abuse of public administration in 
modem rimes. 

Cobbett wrote that “from a very 
early age, I imbibed the opinion 
that it was every man’s duty to do 
all that lay in his power to leave his 
country as good as he found it". 
Today the old growler would 
survey the landscape, turn in hii 
saddle and spit. 


Big shot 


THE PRINCE OF WALES has 
spent £65,000 on a pair of hand¬ 
made 2S-bore shotguns from 
Asprey’s in Bond Street, according 
to Edward Asprey. in Melbourne 
for the Grand Prtx. The 28-bares 
are designed with women and 
children in mind, although they 
have become popular with Ameri¬ 
cans who like light guns for 
shooting quail and woodcock. 

They might make a handsome 


confirmation present for Prince 
WUiiam. although giving one each 
to William and Harry might make 
for a happier Easter holidays. It 
can be safely assumed that Camilla 
Parker Bowles wouldn't mind hav¬ 
ing the shooters, either. 

Whoever they are meant for, the 
purchase shows that the Prince 
retains his affection for shooting, 
despite all the fuss- when William 
shot a stag and he was p ho to¬ 



ner congratulations to William 
Hague on his engagement. As the 
Cabinet Secretary duly transcribed 
the good wishes into the minutes, 
Hague beamed■ and his cranium 
glowed a sugaty pink. 


DIARY 



Prince of Wales: new shotguns 


graphed fooling around with his 
sons and their guns over 
Christmas. 

The standard 28-bore goes for 
£27,500, but the Prince has gone for 
additional scrolled engraving jolts, 
the gun equivalent of go-fas ter 
stripes on a car. bumping the guns 
up to E32J500 each. 

At least the money will be going 
to a fellow royal. Asprey's is now 
owned by Prince Jeffrey of Brunei, 
the brother of the Sultan, who 
reputedly spent so much on knick- 
knacks in the shop that he thought 
he might as well buy it 

• Less important matters were put 
aside at Thursday morning’s Cabi¬ 
net meeting as the Prime Minister 
began by offering collective Cabi- 


Budged out 

ONCE whipless, now just disgrun¬ 
tled. Nicholas Bud gen. Tory MP 
for Wolverhampton South West 
has complained to the Chief Whip 
about the Prime Minister. In the 
Commons on Tuesday. Budgen 
rose to ask the PM about immigra¬ 
tion control. The Labour benches 
shouted him down, calling him “a 
disgrace - and worse. 

The PM gave a terse reply, which 
to the casual observer looked like a 
slapdcrwn. Horrifyingly, even Tony 
Blair rose to congratulate the PM 
on his answer. “I would like immi¬ 
gration made an election issue, and 
an apology," Budgen growls. No 10 
is unlikely to give one. 


2 has dropped an interview with 
Tony Benn due to air on Wednes¬ 
day from a series called Salt of the 
Earth, in which well-known figures 
discuss their interpretation of the 
Beatitudes- Benn had chosen to talk 
about "Blessed are those who hun¬ 
ger and thirst for righteousness" 
His tone, however, has been 
deemed too politically sensitive tie- 
fore a general election. 

The BBC’s religious department 


Bias cut 



said: "In order to avoid what could 
be perceived as political imbalance, 
the BBC took the view that this se¬ 
ries should be amended." Benn has 
been replaced by Myra Hindi's 
former solicitor, Andrew McCooey. 

• Harry, an American Harris 
hawk, has been employed by the 
Rugby Football Union to rid 
Twickenham of pigeons. Once a 
week. Harry swoops around the sta¬ 
dium scaring the other birds who 
roost and unburden themselves in 
the stands. A wily spokesman at the 
RFU sens: “He conies on a different 
day each week, to keep the pigeons 
on their toes.” 


COMPLAINTS from the political 
parties about bias on the BBC seem 
to have had their effect. BBC Radio 


“/ think we’ve stumbled 
across Wensleydale A Ian' 


Stock trade 

HAROLD Macmillan's grand¬ 
daughter has taken to modelling. 
Rebecca Macmillan, 17. the daugh¬ 
ter of the present Earl of Stucktnn. 
is currently in her last year at Marl¬ 
borough. On Thursday evening,- 
however, she turned out for a fash^ 
ion show in Belgrave Square- 
organised by the frock dealer Fiona 
Aitken. former girlfriend of Sir 
Benjamin Slade, the money behind 
John Redwood's leadership cam- 
naign. Slade, ineidfcatally. is build- 



Macmtllan: walking tall 


hi! r ' v °-tiered kennel 

n is dogs m Somerset. 

7 t MacmiHartt brother, Di 
i ' J? ,ne d a modelling agency aj 
JSj'Zjlf Eton H is sister, howev 
to . 1 overcome her shyra 

off u V a Pelmet si 
advantage. "It v 

rniliaririo’ she s n ys * ™ rather 1 

mi I sating as well." 
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PAY AS YOU ERR 

the pension industry must give back as quickly as it took 


.. Daylight robbery, literally, has been the fate 
of at least 600.000 

yrara or so. Yet what they suffered vriTnever 
be recorded m the crime statistics. Had the 
autjofts of large parts of the private pension 
industry m Britain during the past decade 
been openly unlawful there would have been 
a national outcry. As it is. the theoretically 
legal ana technical nature of their plight has 
largdy hidden the story from public view. 

It is difficult to understate the scale of the 
pension scandal of the 1980s. For good 
reasons a degree of deregulation was 

introduced into what had previously been a 
distinctly uncompetitive area. The manage¬ 
ment of some of Britain’s best-known and 
roost important financial institutions re- 
sponded by unleashing an army of salesmen 
onto the public. These task forces, whose 
salaries were largely dependent on commis¬ 
sions, persuaded hundreds of thousands of 
people to abandon very sound company 
pension schemes or the Serps system — both 
of which had a guaranteed benefit package 
— in favour of personal pension schemes of 
dubious relative value. 

That the plans being-sold were unattrac¬ 
tive is not a matter of conflicting opinion, 
alternative interpretation, or even of vari¬ 
able economic assumptions. To those who 
understood the detail they were self- 
evidently of inferior value. The sole purpose 
both of the snake-oil salesmen and the senior 
executives who employed them was to 
maximise their own financial standing at 
considerable cost to their “clients". Their 
victims were all too frequently the poorly 
paid and financially innocent who believed, 
and were entitled to believe, on the basis of 
what they were told, that their contributions 
would provide a substantial sum in future 
years. In practice, exorbitant fees and 
charges swallowed a huge proportion of 
their investment 


When the full scale of this outrage became 
evident the predictable happened. Large 
numbers of salesmen were dismissed but the 
overwhelming majority of the management 
who had inspired, hired, and ultimately 
fired them, kept their own posts and 
company pension plans. Almost seven years 
ago. when the affair was exposed, promises 
were made by those responsible that the 
whole matter would be investigated and 
those who suffered compensated. Those 
pledges have proved about as reliable as the 
original policies. 

For all the huffing and puffing from the 
Securities and Investments Board only a few 
of these affected have either been placed 
bade into the orginal programmes from 
which they were doped or been awarded a 
reciprocal cash settlement. The trade lobby 
insists that it would like to move faster but 
that these matters are extremely com¬ 
plicated. The same firms were able to move 
quickly enough when they saw the opportu¬ 
nity to remove cash from these customers. 
The regulator should dan and a similar level 
of speed when it comes to restoring it. Sir 
Andrew Large has been given three weeks 
by Angela Knight, junior Treasury M inister, 
to effect this. He should regard it as a matter 
of personal honour that he does so. 

This week one of the most imaginative 
ideas for pension provision in a century has 
been placed by Peter Lilley before the British 
public. It is painful to admit that the best 
objection to it is not the motives of the 
politicians concerned, nor the small print 
beneath the superstructure, but whether the 
private pension industry is worthy of the 
trust implicit That should be a matter of 
deeper shame for the companies concerned. 
Until the ill deeds of the past decade are 
properly dealt with, little faith can be placed 
in either industry or regulator by the 
pensioners of the future. 


COUNTRY CONSENSUS 

Campaigners seek to hunt, shoot and stand together 


The hunting- hom is giving forth an 
uncertain sound. The proposed merger of 
the Countryside Movement the Countryside 
Business Group and the British Hefei Sports 
Society (BFSS) is intended to give s u pporter s 
of traditional country pursuits a more 
coherent campaigning voice. WithJLabqur 
committed to ending hunting cm govern¬ 
ment land, and likely to give the Gammons* 
the opportunity to ban the sport outright, . 
defenders of ruraL tradition Will need to 
show solidarity. Unfortunately, the brief 
history of the Countiyside Movement, and 
the worries around its proposed merger,. 
suggestthat lessons still need to be learnt by 
those who speak for rural Britain... _ 

The last .merger Much, mvolyed. the 
Countryside Movement's chairman. Sir - 
David Steel, involved a traditional outfit, his 
Liberal Party, swallow an upstart rivaL the 
SDP. This time the dynamic is the same, but 
the roles are reversed. The Countryside 
Movement was launched to break the' mould 
of rural politics by uniting defenders of the 
natural environment and social ecology.. It 
sought, wisely, to connect the fortunes and 
interests of rural workers, traditional trades¬ 
people, sportsmen, residents and sensitive 
environmentalists. Sadly, as Sir David 
concedes, his Movement did not attract the 
funds or momentum it hoped for and now it 
is to join forces with the, much older, BFSS. 

As with the merger of Liberals and SDP, 
the fusion has also created splits. The B ESS ’S 
main energies have been devoted to defend¬ 
ing hunting and there aretensions between 
horse and hound on one side, and rod and 
gun on the other. The National Federation of 
Anglers' president, who sits on the board of 
the Countryside Movement, will not join the 
merged body and . neither will the British 
Association for Shooting and Conservation. 
Both fear that they will be tarnished by too 


dose a link with the hunting lobby. They 
believe that Labour has hunters in its sights 
and do not want to suffer collateral damage. 

Their concerns are understandable, if 
narrow. Given the popularity of fishing it 
seems unlikely that labour would move 
against the sport Shooting is a slightly 
different matter. Although it does not attract 
the visceral opposition of animal rights 
activists in the same way as hunting, the zeal 
with which Labour has argued for a total 
ban on. handguns suggests a future atrocity 
committed with a shotgun or rifle could 
bring even tighter restrictions on gun use. 

It is not, however, on a fine calculation of 
lobbying advantage that the future health of 
rural traditions will depend. AH those who 
know and enjoy the real countryside, 
whether in pink, tweed, denim or waders, 
should seek to ensure they work together; 
their sympathies are stronger than their 
differences. With politics increasingly domi- 
nated by urban professionals and Labour 
still cwerwhelmingly the party of dries and 
suburbs, the concerns of rural Britain need 
to be articulated effectively. Hunters, fishers 
arid shooters as well as saddlers, grooms 
and others coexist in a delicate sodal 
ecology. It is in no conservationist’s interest 
to see it so rudely upset 

A ban on hunting would adversely affect 
the quality of country life for most rural 
residents. It would deprive many of employ¬ 
ment as well as enjoyment and rob 
communities of a widdy-appredated and 
unsnobbish social focus. Of course, some 
hunt supporters are guilty of an almost feral 
attachment to the chase; but a genuinely 
liberal temperament should tolerate the 
settled habits of a significant minority. 
Hunting may need reform, but it also needs 
'friends if the familiar contours of the 
countryside are not to disappear. 


SHINING EXAMPLE 

A grateful, graceful pianist—unless you are a US critic 


The Australian film Shine has captivated 
audiences around the world because of its 
inspirational message. The triumph of the 
spirit over mental breakdown, the redeem¬ 
ing power of love and the exhilarationof 
music-reverberate in all 

wards. Little wonder that public curiosity^ 
about David Heljgott, the pianist who* 

stray is told in the 0m. is insatiable ar*aj 
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Responding to this crescendo ofm 10 * 5 *’ 
MriMfeott has now begun a concert tour of 
the US to rapturous acdaimby the puhfea 
But the critics have been 
savage reviews that smack of 

ha^Uacked his P9S3P*® 

and incoherent, described his 
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whose standing ovaSore were - 
State as much to Mr Helfgo®* return from 

Has Amerrancrm™^ 


achievements tiiat inspire people? Such 
questions are often put to critics — not least 
by performers, artists and writers. They 
reply that their job is not to offer subjective 
judgments on personality or be swayed by 
an artist’s popularity but to evaluate the 
worth of the oeuvre put before the public. 
. They would deny the accusation that they 
are particularly harsh on those whose 
acclaim is immediate. But some critics, 
having seen dozens of promising performers 
whose potential is ignored, can be embit¬ 
tered that others, often less talented, become 
stars thanks to publicity or money. 

With Mr Hdfgott they miss the point. 
Menial breakdown was not a publicity 
stunt nor was his return to the concert hall a 
daim to be a great performer. He is a man 
who has not fully escaped the terrors of 
mental instability but who can keep the 
demons at bay through music. The link 
between the two is, sadly, common: John 
Ogdon was engaged in a lifelong struggle 
against mental imbalance; Van Clibum, a 
child prodigy, became a reduse at the height 
of his fame: and Horowitz, in his lor.g 
career, was as racked in his mind as he was 
gifted in his fingers. Mr Helfgott, with the 
loving support of his wife and friends, has 
achieved a balance that is an inspiration in 
life, as in the film, to others less gifted but 
equally afflicted. His reply to the critics is as 
devastating as it is serene: “Mustn't be so 
serioso. It’s all a game. Must be grateful” 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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High indignation 
on Hogg tidings 

From Dr ft. J. Lamden 

Sir. Messrs Hogg. Soames and the 
Earl Howe might do well to bear In 
mind the behaviour of Sir Thomas 
Dugdafc. at one time Minister of Agri¬ 
culture and Fisheries. 

His was not a matter involving ei¬ 
ther the health of the general popula¬ 
tion or of the Armed Forces. Rather it 
concerned Crichei Down, a piece of 
farmland which had been compulsor¬ 
ily purchased by his ministry, and 
which had not been returned to its for¬ 
mer owner when the ministry had fin¬ 
ished with it 

A minor matter one might suppose, 
which had been badly mishandled by_ 
the Civil Service, and of which Sir' 
Thomas had no knowledge. Nonethe¬ 
less on July IQ. 1954 (report July 21. 
1954), he wrote to his Prime Minister: 
In view of (he criticisms which have been le¬ 
velled at the handling of the Crichd Dawn 
case, for which as Minister of Agriculture 
and Fisheries I accept responsibility. I have 
come to the conclusion that I must ask you 
to submit my resignation to the Queen. 

Have the greatly inflated salaries 
now paid to ministers led to the abo¬ 
lition of the concept of ministerial 
responsibility? 

Yours etc, 

R. J. LAMDEN, 

7 Weald Rise, 

TiJehurst, Reading, Berkshire. 

March 7. 

From Lieutenant-Colonel T. Rigby. 
Royal Signals ( retd) 

Sir. Is it not surprising that the con¬ 
clusions of a report, rather than plain 
com monsense, are needed to convince 
those responsible for standards of ani¬ 
mals entering abattoirs that the ani¬ 
mals should be dean? 

Yours faithfully. 

T. RIGBY. 

Fairfield House, Millbrook Way. 
Orleton, Ludlow, Shropshire. 

March 7. 

From Dr Hugh Saxton 

Sir. Is it not now dear that there is an 
urgent need for a Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation Act so that ministers can have 
access to information otherwise 
known only to dieir dvil servants? 

Yours faithfully. 

H. M. SAXTON, 

Ash House, Houghton Road, 
Stockbridge. Hampshire. 

March 7. 


Test ban treaty 

From the Chair of the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament 

Sir, On Monday the Government ad¬ 
mitted in a written answer that the 
legislation promised in the Queen'S 
Speech to ratify the Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty / report , October 24, 
19%) will not now be introduced in 
this parliamentary session. 

There was no explanation and no 
apology. A ratification Bill would be 
unopposed and take up the minimum 
of parliamentary time. Ratification is 
not an unknown process. Nur was the 
need for such a Bill unexpected. 

It is important that Britain, as a 
nuclear weapons state, is seen to act 
with some sense of urgency. This 
country's record on nuclear disarma¬ 
ment issues continues to be one of 
grudging obstruction. What has 
caused this latest delay? 

Yours faithfully. 

DAVE KNIGHT. 

Chair. CND. 

Ih2 Holloway Road. N7. 

March o. 


Bank and Parliament 

Fn>m Visa umt Exmouth 

Sir. Mr Leolin Price's articulate as¬ 
sessment of the role of an independent 
Bank of England or UK central bank 
{letter March 3) fails to observe dial 
such a body would, under the terms of 
the Maastricht treaty, be answerable 
to the European central bank in 
Frankfurt, and likewise our Parlia¬ 
ment would be answerable to the 
European Parliament, thereby losing 
all contact with their electors. 

Surely Mr Price must have identi¬ 
fied numerous directives emanating 
frunt Brussels which are "not compat¬ 
ible with our constitutional arrange¬ 
ments”? 

Yours faithfully. 

PAUL EX MOUTH. 

House of Lords. 


Export earnings 

From Mr Bill Kearns 

Sir. There is always a danger that a 
quoted statistic becomes an accepted 
fact. Before this happens can we have 
some evidence for The National Audit 
Office’s suggestion (report. March 4) 
(hat every pound spent on trade pn>- 
mniion in the Far East last year earn¬ 
ed £78 in exports. I spent more than 2U 
years in the Diplomatic Service, most 
of the time doing commercial work, 
and I do not believe The statistic. 

there is a worthwhile role for riiplo- 
mats to provide assistance lo export¬ 
ers bui the case lor commercial diplo¬ 
macy being adequately funded is nol 
enhanced bv the use of such silly 
staiisiio. 

Yours etc, 

BILL. KEARNS. 

U I'miri Kuyal Mews. 

Northlands Road. Southampton 
March 4 


Albania’s needs in present crisis 


From Miss Primrose Peacock 

Sir, Whilst agreeing wholeheartedly 
with your leader today, “Albania af¬ 
lame". it is worth pointing out that Al¬ 
bania has had numerous non-govern¬ 
mental friends during the past six 
years. 

Currently over 90 British charities, 

including some household names, are 
running Albanian projects in addition 
to those organised by academic insti¬ 
tutions, cultural and religious bodies, 
etc. A few businesses have made vali¬ 
ant efforts to establish an Albanian 
base. 

However, a major stumbling block 
has been official British indifference, 
bureaucratic delay and the wastage of 
scarce resources on window dressing. 
A sharp contrast to the 1930s when 
Britain played a leading role in assis¬ 
ting Albania, and even trained the 
gendarmerie. 

if only a small fraction of the fund¬ 
ing and expertise that has been pour¬ 
ed into former Yugoslavia since 1991 
had been made available to the Alban¬ 
ians. who are generally pro-British, 
we might not now be seeing the cur¬ 
rent tragedy. 

Yours sincerely. 

PRIMROSE PEACOCK 
(Editor, Besa. for friends of Albania), 
PO Box 155, Taunton TA2 SYW. 
March 3. 

From Mr Johnathan 5un/ey 

Sir. I cannot agree with the picture 
you paint of Albanian President Sail 
Bens ha cracking down in neo-StaJin- 
ist fashion on his country's news 
media (leading article. “Albania's 
Press". March 5). 

.Since the declaration of a state of 
emergency at the weekend, it is true 
that the only newspaper to have ap¬ 
peared daily is the one closest to the 
ruling Democratic Party. Still, other 
papers which might be less friendly 
towards the Government but whidft 
are prepared nonetheless to carry offi¬ 
cial statements are not prevented from 
being published. This is attested by 
the regular appearance of the Eng¬ 
lish-language Albanian Daify News, 
the predominantly pro-rebel articles 
of which are eagerly awaited by the in¬ 
ternational correspondents present in 


Tirana, whose oun newspapers con¬ 
tinue to arrive in the country’s capital 
each day. 

As for interruptions to the broad¬ 
casting of electronic media, it is again 
true (bar both Euronews and the BBC 
Albanian Service were briefly taken 
off the air before being restored. The 
majority of Albanians we have talked 

to, however, have expressed bewilder¬ 
ment at the tendentious reporting of 
these two organisations. Euronews, 
for example, recently daimed that Al¬ 
banians had been reduced to selling 
blood to make up for their pyramid 
scheme losses. 

There is no comparison between the 
measures being taken by todays arm¬ 
ed forces or secret police with those of 
their communist-era counterparts. Al¬ 
bania's then dictator, Enver Hoxha, 
was unable to tolerate private can or 
even shoulder-length hair — let alone 
alternative political parties and an 
elected parliament. 

Sincerely, 

JOHNATHAN SUNLEY. 

British Helsinki Human Rights 
Group, 

c/o Hotel Mjniri, Tirana. 

March 6. 

From the Executive Director 
of Children's Aid Direct 

Sir, The collapse of civil order in the 
south of Albania has much deeper 
causes than the pyramid scandals 
which have acted as the trigger. The 
democratic system, elections, banking 
and indeed leadership are in a Dedge- 
ling state. The economy is artificial 
and both the Government and people 
are challenged with tasks well beyond 
their resources and experience. What 
Albania needs is investment in know¬ 
how, education and sodal welfare, 
and only we can offer this. 

Ironically we are even now staring 
at an opportunity rather than a threat, 
but one that calls for a direct response 
in investment, aid, skills and exper¬ 
tise. 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID H. W. GRUBB, 

Executive Director, 

Children's Aid Direct, 

82 Caversham Road, 

Reading, Berkshire. 


Real scale of child prostitution 


From Mr Barry Sheerman, 

MP for Huddersfield [labour) 

Sir, 1 was surprised to read in your re¬ 
port of March 3, the view of a former 
president of (he Association of Direc- 
fors of Sodal Services that charities 
were exaggerating the Incidence of 
child prostitution in this country. 

As a parliamentarian who has been 
attempting for some time to draw at¬ 
tention to what appears to be a serious 
problem involving the manipulation, 
control and abuse of children, I find 
Mr SeQueiras's views very much at 
odds with information 1 have gather¬ 
ed from the police, university re¬ 
searchers and grassroots soda! 
workers. 

1 have no doubt that there is a seri¬ 
ous matter for concern here, which af¬ 
fects. at the very least, most of our 
large dties. Surely what is now need¬ 
ed is a proper evaluation, to be carried 


out by the police, sodal services and 
the voluntary sector, as to the precise 
extent of the problem, speedily fol¬ 
lowed by appropriate steps to protect 
children from this particularly un¬ 
pleasant form of child sexual abuse. 

Some directors of sodal work may 
protest, but there is not a little evi¬ 
dence to suggest that too few of them 
have either recognised the problem or 
organised their service to do some¬ 
thing constructive about it 

It is my belief that there is a very 
significant number of children being 
exploited and abused in this way by 
unscrupulous individuals and that the 
voluntary sector should be congratu¬ 
lated on conducting serious work in 
this area. 

Yours faithfully. 

BARRY SHEERMAN, 

House of Commons. 

March 3. 


Vandals at work 

From the Rector of St Peters. 
Walworth 

Sir. The desecration of the tomb of Sir 
John Soane (report and photograph, 
March 5) should cause little surprise. 
As rector of one of his two church 
buildings which remain in use as 
parish churches (the other being St 
John’s, Beihnal Green), we are fight¬ 
ing a losing battle against vandals. 

In the last year we have been forced 
to close the outer doors of our build¬ 
ing. which have formerly been open to 
allow people to view the inside of tire 
church Through the glass interior 
doors. Casual break-ins produced 
little theft bui much damage. Closing 
(he doors has slopped entry, but now 
ihey. whoever they are. have started 


on the exterior. Extensive graffiti have 
appeared on the stonework of the 
north side. 

In the case of the tomb the cause of 
the desecration was theft here in Wal¬ 
worth. it appears simply to be des¬ 
truction or despoliation of a building 
clearly held of little account by the 
vandals concerned. 

On your front page today (later 
editions) die headline Tory MP sav¬ 
ages friend and foe" illustrates the cas¬ 
ual verbal damage which seems ac¬ 
ceptable when we disagree with some¬ 
thing, or hold it in low esteem. I won¬ 
der if there is a link between the two? 

Yours faithfully. 

GORDON MURRAY, 

The Rectory, 

Liverpool Grove, SE17. 

March 5. 


Surname usage 

From Sir Anthony Kershaw 

Sir. In ihe matter of how one should 
address other British men (letters. 
February 8.18, 20.22,25. March 3) the 
old practice was dear. 

One's sodal equals, and fellow 
members of a dosed society such as 
the Bar. House of Commons, gentle¬ 
men's dubs. etc. one addressed by 
surname, and one did not shake 
hands. Members of the working class, 
eg. gardeners, butlers, porters, etc — 
also by surname. 

Others were “Mr" in speech, “Esq" 
in writing, and one always shook 
hands. 

All rhac is stuff and nonsense today. 
Everyone is “Esq". Esquire used to be 
a rank; only those whose father held 
the rank of Major or equivalent were 
entitled to use it. But woe betide the 
MP who uses plain “Mr" when 
writing to constituents. 

Nowadays the computer has re¬ 
duced the "whole thing to total chaos 
anyway. 

I beg to remain. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

ANTHONY KERSHAW 
(Conservative MP for Stroud, 1955-87), 
West Elam. Didmarton, 

Badminton. Gloucestershire. 

March A. 


From Mr T. F. Nolf 
Sir. I am indebted to Mr Basil Green- 
hill for pointing out (letter, March 3) 
that, in his book, the explorer Frederik 
Hjalmar Johansen mates special 
mention of his companion Fridtjof 
Nansen's proposal, made after they 
had spent over nine months on the 
Arctic ice in what can only be describ¬ 
ed as very dose company, that they 
should perhaps relax formalities and 
begin to say “thou" instead of “you". 

Mr Greenhill helpfully supplied the 
date — December 31,1895 — and this 
made it easy to check what Nansen 
himself made of it 1 am disappointed 
to have to report that in his own book. 
Farthest North (George Newnes, 
1898), Dr Nansen does not mention 
the occasion; he continues to refer to 
his companion as “Johansen" right up 
to the end of the voyage. Quite amaz¬ 
ing. seeing that they shared a double 
sleeping teg. 

Yours faithfully. 

T. NOLF, 

6d Dunbar Street, Old Aberdeen. 
March 3. 


Weekend Money letters, page 38 


Letters for publication maw 
be faxed to 0171-782 5046. 


Bishop’s dedsion 
to marry divorcee 

From the Reverend J. C. Brooks 

Sir. In your report (March 4) of the 
Bishop of Birmingham's controversial 
intention to marry a divorcee, the 
ladyls first husband is referred to as a 
"retired GP". Retired or not from 
medicine. he is also an Anglican 
priest, living in the Diocese of 
Birmingham, who has not remarried. 

Quite apart from the desirability, or 
otherwise, of the Bishop's action from 
the point of view of ecclesiastical disri- 
pline (the Reverend de Berry's letter. 
March 5). a further question should 
perhaps be considered — how does 
this action affect the relationship of 
the Bishop with one of his priests who 
is the first husband of his intended 
wife? 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN BROOKS, 

Milbanke. 

3 Mill Road, Deal, Kent. 

March 5. 

From the Vicar of Houghton Regis 

Sir, Mr Steve Jenkins, apparently a 
spokesman "for the Church of Eng¬ 
land" (report. March 41. tells us that 
there is nothing in canon law to pre¬ 
vent the proposed remarriage be¬ 
tween the Lord Bishop of Birming¬ 
ham and a lady whose first marriage 
has had its legal form dissolved at 
civil law but whose husband is still 
living. 

But dial is to read canon law as 
though it were like secular coercive 
regulation. 

The point is surely that the Lord 
Bishop, at his consecration, declared 
that he would “strive to fashion his 
awn life and that of his household ac¬ 
cording to the way of Christ’’. The 
Church of England still accepts the 
Western Catholic understanding that 
the marriage bond can be dissolved 
only upon death of one of the parties 
(not when people claim that the mar¬ 
riage has “died") and this is reflected 
in her canon law. 

To sidestep canon law by "marry¬ 
ing" in a register office is not quite 
what the Dock would hope for from 
one of Christ's undershepherds, but 
increasingly in these troublous days, 
precisely what we come to expect 

Yours faithfully, 

JONATHAN REDVERS HARRIS. 
The Vicarage. 

Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire. 
March 4. 


Mops ahoy 

From Professor Alec Eden 

Sir, It was with considerable interest 
that 1 read of the six Scottish cleaning 
ladies who went to sea with the des¬ 
troyer HMS Newcastle “to carry out 
general duties in the galley and dining 
hall" ( report, March 5). 

When I served in 1952 as an Ordi¬ 
nary Seaman in the last HMS New¬ 
castle. a City-class cruiser in the Kor¬ 
ean War. we did not have cleaning 
ladies. Neither dkt we have a dining 
hall. We ate. slept relaxed and did al¬ 
most everything dse in the same 
somewhat confined space. 

It was called — not inappropriately 

— tiie mess deck. 

. 

Yours faithfully, ^ 

ALEC EDEN. 

The Thatched House, 

20 Mead Road, Torquay. Devon. 
March 5. 


High table 

From Mr Allen Scott 

Sir, Philip Howard's "Word-watch¬ 
ing" (March 4) gives the definition of 
Fu-Fu as “a kind of dough made out of 
plantains". My understanding was 
that Fu-Fu was made from flour deri¬ 
ved from corn or cassava, or more 
commonly from boiled and pounded 
yam, and was normally the partner of 
soups or stews. 

As long-time “Coasters", resident in 
Nigeria, we served it with groundnut 
stew and tested the quality of the Fu- 
Fu by tossing a small sample in the air 
to the ceiling. 

If it stuck to the ceiling it passed the 
test and was fit to eat. 

Yours faithfully. 

ALLEN SCOTT. 

Christmas Pie House, 

Green Lane East, Christmas Pie, 

Nr Guildford. Surrey. 

March 4. 


All over the place 

From Mr Harry Gam 

Sir, T must congratulate the Post 
Office cm its most recent attempts to 
make a delivery. Last October. 1 post¬ 
ed a large packet (clearly labelled) to 
the corner address in Mayfair, W.J., 
stamped with a 70p stamp. 

The packet never arrived, because 
the Post Office, in its wisdom, took 
W.l. to be the West Indies. On its arri¬ 
val in the West Indies, the postal au¬ 
thorities there discovered that there 
was no such place as Mayfair, and 
promptly redispatched it to Wiscon¬ 
sin. 

My packet, rather the worse for 
wear, was returned to me yesterday 
by the Post Office, still unable to find 
Mayfair. W.L 

Yours faithfully, 

HARRY GAN2, 

The Garden Pharmacy, 

119 Long Acre, WC2. 

March 6. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
March 7: His Excellency Mr Norman 
Henke was received in audience by 
The Queen and presented the Letters 
of Recall of his predecessor and his 
own Letters of Credence as Ambas¬ 
sador from the Republic of Latvia to 
the Court of St James’S. 

Mrs Haiite was also received by 
Her Majesry. 

Sir John Coles (Permanem Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs) was present. 

The Duke of Edinburgh. President 
Emeritus. World Wide Fund Tor 
Nature — WWF International, today 
carried our a held visit with the 
Whale and Dolphin Society of Oman. 

This evening His Royal Highness 
was received at the Palace by Sultan 
Qaboos bin Said Al-Said. Sultan of 
Oman. 

March 7; The Duke of York. Presi¬ 
dent. this evening attended the Royal 
Household Golf Society Annual Din¬ 
ner at Twickenham Rugby Football 
Ground. Middlesex. 

March 7: The Prince Edward. 
Trustee, The Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award International Foundation, 
this morning attended a meeting with 
the Chairman of the Congressional 
Award before attending a Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award World Fellow¬ 
ship Luncheon at the Union Club, 
New York. 


This afternoon His Royal Highness 
travelled to Lewisburg. West Vir¬ 
ginia. and this evening attended a 
Duke of Edinburgh's Award World 
Fellowship Dinner at the Greenbrier 
Hold. White Sulphur Springs. West 
Virginia. 

March 7: The Princess Royal this 
morning opened the Midland s En ¬ 
gineering Centre. Cambridge Street, 
Bummgham. for the Insrimrion of 
Electrical Engineers, and was re¬ 
ceived by Her Majesty's Lord- 
Lieutenant of West Midlands (Mr 
Robert Taylor). 

Her Royal Highness this afternoon 
opened die new Design and En¬ 
gineering Centre at the Rover Group 
Research Centre, Gaydon, and was 
received by Her Majesty's Lord- 
Lieutenant of Warwickshire (Mr 
Martin Dunne). 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
March 7: The Prince erf Wales this 
morning arrived at Royal Air Force 
Brize Norton from Saudi Arabia. 

Lieu tenam-Commander John La- 
very RN and Miss Sandy Harney 
were in attendance. 


YORK HOUSE 

March 7: The Duke of Kent. Presi¬ 
dent. dir Royal Institution of Great 
Britain, this evening attended a 
Discourse given by Professor Robin 
dark, at Albemarle Street, London 
Wl. 


Royal engagements 


TODAY: 

The Princess Royal, as Pres idem of 
Save the Children Fund, wHl 
attend the West Midlands appeal 
gala dinner and dance at the 
International Convention Centre, 
Birmingham, at 7.15. 


Roy Bennett 


A memorial service for Ray 
Grissel! Bennett CMG, TD. will 
be held at Sr James's Church. 
Piccadilly on Tuesday, March IS. 
1997 at 2J0pm. 


Mr LP. Dutton 


A Memorial Service for the life of 
Mr LP. Dutton. MA. MBE. will be 
held in Giggleswick School Chapel 
on Saturday. March 22. 1997. at 
UOpm. 


School news 


Harrow School 


1997 Scholarships 

The following awards have been 

made: 

Scholarships: M.C. Lesslie 
(Caldlcort); M.H. Lawrence 
(Caldlcoa): Y.C.E. Ngal (Caldlcoa): 
J. Friedman (Papplewldd. 
Exhibitions: A.H.w. Crawley 
(Caldlootil: J.H.w. Stewart (Tower 
House). 

Masic Scholarships: J.G.R. 
Dash wood (Westboume House): 
M.H. Lawrence (Caldlcoa): B.W.E. 
Morgan (Hazlewtwe House): T.B. 
Rogers (Lockm PariO: j. Friedman 
(Papplewjckj. 

Music Exhibitions: A.M. Lea-Cox (St 
John's College. South Africa); B.w. 
Kilpatrick (Westboume House). 

Art Scholarship: S. Dana (The Hall). 


Riddlesworth Hall School 
Mr David Dean, currently at Le 
Rosey. Switzerland, will take up 
his appointment as Head of 
Riddlesworth Hall School in 
September 1997. 


Weekend birthdays 


TODAY: Major-General Sir 

Christopher Airy, royal equerry. 
63: Mr Nicolas Sevan, Speaker’s 
Secretary. 55; Mr Gyles Brand reth. 
MP. 49: Sir Julian Bullard, dip¬ 
lomat. 69; Professor Sir Donald 
Campbell, former president. Royal 
College of Physicians and Sur¬ 
geons of Glasgow, 67; Sir Anthony 
Caro, sculptor, 73: Mr Phil Ed¬ 
monds. cricketer. 46; Mr Michael 
Grade, chief executive. Channel 4. 
54: the Hcen Douglas Hurd. CH. 
.MP. 67; Mr Michael InchbakL 
designer. 77; Miss Ann Jenner. 
ballerina. 53; Mr Irek 
Mukhamedov, ballet dancer, 37; 
Miss Lynn Redgrave, actress. 54; 
Rabbi Dr Jonathan Sacks. Chief 
Rabbi. 49; Miss Lynn Seymour, 
ballerina, 5& Professor S.K. Smith, 
obstetrician and gynaecologist 46; 
Professor Norman Stone, modem 
historian, 56; the Ven P R. Turner. 
Chaplain-in-Chief, RAF. 55; Mr 
John Ward, MP. 72; Mr David 
Wilkie, swimmer. 43. 



Robert Tear, the tenor, 
is 58 today 


TOMORROW: Air Marshal Sir 
Roger Austin. 57; Mr Bill Beau¬ 
mont. sports broadcaster and 


writer. 45: Mr Andrew Bennett 
MP, 5& Dr M.G. Brock, former 
warden. St George's House, Wind¬ 
sor Castle, 77; M Andrt Cotirreges, 
fashion designer, 74; Mr Herbert 
Coutts, Head of Museums and 
Galleries. City of Edinburgh 
Council, 53; the Hon Sir Roualeyn 


Curaming-Bruce, former LoidJus- 
tkeof Appeal, and his twin brother 
Lord TTiurkjw, SS Mr Bobby 
Fischer, rheas player, 54; Mr John 
Golding, trade unionist. 6 6: M a¬ 
jor-General J.P. Groom, former 
director-general. Guide Dogs for 
the Blind Association. 6& Mr NeO 
HamDton. MP. 4& Professor Sir 
Donald Harrison, laryngo logis t 
and otologist, 72; Dr T.L Johnston, 
former Pr in c i pal and Vice-Qiart- 
cdlor. Heriot-Watt University. 70; 
General Sir Frank King. 78; Sir 
Norman Lin dap. former Principal. 
British School of Osteopathy. 76; 
Mr R.G. Martia company chair¬ 
man. 76; Mr David Matthews, 
composer, 54: Sir Ronald Melville, 
civil servant. S5: Sir Nicholas 
Monck, rivD servant. 62: Professor 
K.E. Robinson, former Vice-Chan- 
edior. Hong Kong Universily. 83; 
Mr Howard Shelley. concert pianist 
and conductor. 47; the Right Rev 
James Simpson, former Moderator. 
Genera] Assembly of the Church erf 
Scotland. 63; Professor Sir David 
WeatheralL FRS. hamcuologist. 64: 
Mr David Waieas. MP. 41. 


Dinners 


City University 

Sir John Leahy. Pro-Chancellor of 
the City University, presided at a 
convocation dinner held last night 
at the university. Mr Smart 
Devlin. Prime Warden of the 
Goldsmiths’ Company, was the 
guest speaker. The Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor and Mrs Franklin and Mr 
Robert W. Chappell, chairman of 
convocation, attended. 


Kent Temple Society 
Judge Giles Rooke, QC Residing 
Judge, Canterbury, was the guest 
or honour at a dinner of the Kent 
Temple Society held last night at 
The Chaucer Hotel. Canterbury. 
Mr Nigel J. Mifeud, president, and 
Mr Matthew Hinxman, measurer, 
presided. Brigadier C. Wright, 
Under Treasurer of the Middle 
Temple. Mr Geoffrey Nice. QC 
Mr Per Laleng and Miss Charlotte 
Blrcher were among the guests. 


Lecture 


English-Speaking linkm 
Baroness Chalker of Wallasey. 
Minister for Overseas Dev¬ 
elopment. delivered the Dr Britton 
lecture to the Bristol branch of the 
English-Speaking last night at 
Clifton College Preparatory 
School. Mr Tony Williams, Chair¬ 
man of the Bristol branch, intro¬ 
duced the speaker and Mrs Valerie 
MitcheU. Director of the ESU. 


Anniversaries 


TODAY 

BIRTHS: Carl Philipp Emanuel 
Bach, composer, Weimar. 
Germany. 1714: Richard Howe. 
Eari Howe, admiral, London. 172b: 
Kenneth Grahame, author of The 
Wind in the Willows. Edinburgh. 
1859: Frederic William Goudy. 
typographer. Bloomington. Illi¬ 
nois. 1865. 

DEATHS: King William III. 
reigned with Mary II1689-94. then 
alone to 1702. London, 1702: Abra¬ 
ham Darby, iron founder. Worces¬ 
ter. 1717: Hector Berlioz, 
composer, Paris. 1869: Henry 
Ward Beecher, preacher. Brook¬ 
line. Massachusetts, 1887; John 
Ericsson, pioneer of the screw 
propeller. New York. 1889; Count 
Ferdinand von Zeppelin, airship 
constructor. Charlottenburg. 
Germany. 1917; Sir Thomas 
Beecham. conductor. London. 
1961; ; Harold Lfoyd. film com¬ 
edian. Beverly Hills. 1971; Richard 
Austen Butler, politician. Great 
Yeldham. Essex. 1982: Sir William 
Walton, composer. Ischia. 1983. 
Accession of Queen Anne (reigned 
until 1714). 1702. 

The February revolution began in 
Russia (ending on March 14], these 
dates being in the New Style 
Gregorian calendar. 1917. 
American Marines landed in Viet¬ 
nam. 1965. 

An artificial heart was used for the 


Brel time on a 41-year-old man 
which kept him alive for 80 
minutes. 1952. 


TOMORROW 

BIRTHS: Amerigo Vespucd, ex¬ 
plorer. Florence, 1451: William 
Cobhett, essayist and politician, 
Famham. Surrey, 1763: Ernest 
Bevin. Foreign Secretary 1945-51. 
Winsford. Somerset, 1881; 
Vyacheslav Molotov, statesman. 
Kukaida. Vyatka, 1S90: Victoria 
Sackvilie-West. novelist and biog¬ 
rapher. Knote Castle. Kent. 1892; 
Samuel Barber, composer. West 
Chester. Ramsylvania. 1910: Yuri 
Gagarin, first astronaut to orbit 
the Earth 1961. Smolensk. 1934. 
DEATHS: David Rizzfo. favourite 
of Mary Queen of Soots, mur¬ 
dered. Edinburgh. 1566; Jules 
Mazarin. cardinal and statesman. 
Vincennes, France. 1661; Arnold 
Toynbee, soda! philosopher. 
London. 1883: Wiliam I. German 
Emperor 1871-88. Berlin. 18S8. 
Napoleon Bonaparte married Jo¬ 
sephine de Beauhamais. 1796. 

The French Foreign Legion, with 
its headquarters in Algeria, was 
founded. 1831. 

Accession of Frederick III. Ger¬ 
man Emperor. 1888. 

British police departed Archbishop 
Makanos from Cyprus to the 
Seychelles for fostering terr o rism. 
1956. 


Service 

dinners 


Royal Marines 

Major-General John Hardy pre¬ 
sided at the ann ual dinner of the 
Royal Marines Officers’ Dinner 
Club hdd last night at Lincoln's 
htn. Sir Maurice Drake. Major- 
General Dennis Shaw, the Rev 
David Burgess and Captain Mal¬ 
colm Carver. RN. were among die 
guests. ' * 

The Red Rose Onb 
Officers of the Duke of Lancaster's 
Own Yeomanry dined out Major 
Genera] - Set Michael Palmer. 
KCVO. and hdd their annual Red 
Rose Dinner on Friday at Kearsley 
House. Wigan. Brigadier E-CW. 
Morrison, Honorary Coic ne L pre¬ 
sided. Major General J.P.W. 
Friedberger, Colonel PA Clare 
and representatives of the Lan¬ 
cashire Lieutenancy, the Duchy of 
Lancaster. HMS Lammaar, the 
King’s Royal Hussars, the Royal 
Mercian and Lancastrian Yeo¬ 
manry and the Queen's Lan¬ 
cashire Regiment were among 
those present. 

RAF St Alban 

Air Chief Marshal Sir John Alli¬ 
son. Air Officer Cbnunanding-in- 
Oiief Logistics Command, and 
Lady AlHsan were the guests of 
honour at the St David's Day 
(March 1) ladies guest night hdd 
last night at RAFSi Athan. Wing 
Commander John Sneller pre¬ 
sided. Group Captain die Rev 1. 
Thomas. Logistics Command 
Chaplain, was the guest speaker. 
Air Commodore Peter Scon. Air 
Officer Wales, and Mrs Scott were 
present 

Not MHU (RAsxAf) 

Group Captain L_ Robins presided 
at a reunion dinner of post and 
present officers of Nol Maritime 
Headquarters Unit fRpyal Auxil¬ 
iary Air Force] and their ladies 
held last night at Duke of York’s 
Headquarters, Chelsea. Air Com¬ 
modore die Hon Sir Peer 
Vanneck. Group Captain P. Har¬ 
ris. Wing Commander E. Par¬ 
tridge ami Major A Blackburn. 
RAMC (V). were among the guests. 
University of Bir min gham Air 
Squadron 

Vice-Admiral l.D.G. Garnett 
Deputy Supreme .Allied Com¬ 
mander Atlantic, Air Vice-Marshal 
J.H. Thompson, Commandant 
RAF College CranweiL and Profes¬ 
sor D. Walton, of Birmingham 
University, were the guests of 
honour at the annual (firmer of the 
University of B ir mi n gham Air 
Squadron hdd last night at RAF 
Cosford. Squadron Leader KJS. 
Crumble. Commanding Officer, 
presided. 


Church services tomorrow 


Fourth Sunday in Lent 
ST ALBAN CATHEDRAL. HBttedit li r . 8 HC: 
9.30 Euch. New English Hymnal. Brother 
James's Air (arc Jacob). The Sub Dean: 11 
Solemn Euch, Ave verum corpus (Wills): 630 
E. The Lord is my shepherd (Stanford). 
ARMAGH CATHEDRAL: 10 HC: II M. Tilt 
wilderness 
Choral r 
with i 


frxvemerl Ven D Garnett: 6 Choral E. 
Laboravt In gemlto (Caldarn), Ven I Gatford. 

Dean: n 
i Is mv 
on; 11.15 


vtun winunu. iu nt. 11 m. ine 
lemess (Goss). The Archdeacon: 3.IS 
rat E. Noble In B minor. O for a closer walk 
i God iTosteil. 


DURHAM CATHEDRAL- 8 HC. The Dean: 10 
M. A Durham Canticle. The Lord Is 

shepherd (Berkeley). Canon D Hodgson. 

He. Mlssa brevis (Leighton). Credo orb Is 
factor. O nam lux (Tallis). Canon M Perry: 3 JO 
E. Crossing the bar (Wastnipi. 

ELY CATHEDRAL-8.15 HC. Rev J 1 nee; lOJOS 
Euch. Schubert In G.AVe Marla (Bruckner), The 
Lord Bishop: 3.45 E. Ave Marls Stella (Grieg). 
EXETER CATHEDRAL 8 HC; 9.45 S Euch. 
Hide not thou thy (ace (Farrant). Mlssa Brevis 


Praise. The Bishop. 

BELFAST CATHEDRAL 10 HC 11 S Euch. One 
thing have 1 desired (Sumslqnj. Harwood in A 


rot CATHEDRAL: 8 HC; 9.4S 5 

_i not thou thy (ace (Farrant). Mlssa l_ 

(Britten). Ave verum corpus (Elgar). Canon A 
Mawson: 11.15 M. The Lord Is my shepherd 
(Berkeley). The Dean; 3 E, Darke In F. The Lord 
Is ray suet' * " 


flat, a Hymn la the virgin (Britten): 3 JO Choral 
E. Harwood In A flat. Save us O Lord (Balrstow). 
BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL » MP; 9.15 HC; 
11 Choral Euch. Brother James' Alr(arr. Jacob). 
Slcut cervus (Paiestrmal. RevA Greem4 choral 
E. Sian ford In G. Canon M Tunnldltfe. 
BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL 8 HC9.IS Choral 
M, Jesu loy ol man's desiring (Bach). Canon 
Galilee: lojo Each, (reland in C. O nata lux 
(Tallis}. The Provost, 4 choral E. Hear my 
prayer (Mendelssohn). Canon Hlndiey. 
BRECON CATHEDRAL 8 . II Holy Euch. 
Plalnsone. Canon R Williams: 3.30 E. Purcell 
In B flat. Remember o Lord what Is come upon 
us (Walmlsleyj. 

BRISTOL CATHEDRAL College Green: 7.40 
M; 8 HC: 10 Choral Euch. Set me as a sea] 
(Walton). Canon A Redrem: 330 Choral E, 
Since by man came death (Handel). Canon P 
Johnson. 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HC 9J0 M. 
when David heard that Absalom was slain 
IWeeUies): II S Euch a Confirmation. 
Collegium Resale (Darke), The Bishop of 
Maidstone; 3.15 £. Laudate pueri (Scarlatti); 
6.30 Compline. The Archdeacon or 
Canterbury. 

CARLISLE CATHEDRAL 7.45 M; B HC; 10J0 S 


i ray shepherd (Stanford); 630 Evening. The 
Loro Is my shepherd, canon D Is 


’ shepherd. Canon D Isort. 
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL 8 . 12.15 HC 
10.15 Euch. Little Organ Mass (Haydn). Canon 
j de Sausmarez 3 E. Collegium Regale (Wood 
in F). Blest pair of sirens (Parry). 

GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HC. Rev J Clark: 
9.45 S Euch. Litany (Loosemore). Mlssa 
Aoema Chrtstl Munera (Palestrina), Canon Dr 
M Palmer 11.I5M.BenedlctteInGpackson). 
CanUque de Jean Racine ffburej. The Dean: 
5JO Evening Service for Mothering Sunday, 
Laudate Doralnum (Mozart). Yen M Wilson. 
HEREFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HC; 10 Euch. 
Thou knowest Lord (Purcell). Mlssa Aerema 
Christ! munera (Palestrina); 11 JO Benedldlce 
Suimion In BI ’ 


Jehova quam multi sunt hostes (Purcell). 
SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 10 Euch. 
Litany (Tallis). I sing of a maiden (Shephard). 
Canon J Osborne; 11 JO M. Lamentation 
(Bahrstow), Hide not thou thy (ace (Tarrant). 
Rev A Prill p; 3 E. O Lord. Almighty God 
(Naytoi). 

SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL B HC: 10 MP: 10J0 
S Euch. Mlssa Brevis (Palestrina). Agnus Del 11 
(Palestrina), canon C Smith; 6.30 E a Sermon. 
Expedans Expectavt (Wood), Rev C Collins 
SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 9 Each. Rev R 
White; II Choral Euch, Messe Solennetle 
(vieme). Hear my prayer (Purcell), prof J 
Barton: 3 Choral E. Murrill In & Hear my 
prayer (Mendelssohn), Rev D Painter. 

TRURO CATHEDRAL 8 Communion; 9 M: 10 
S Euch, Kyrie. Sanctus a Benedlctus (Du rune). 

S Del (Plalnsone), Salvator Muruft 
The Librarian: 6 E. Hear my prayer 
.The Dean. 

WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HC 9.15 Parish 
C Litany to the i 


, litany 
Knox: 11 Euch. Va 


Holy spirit (Hurford). Canon I 
Vaughan WU llaras In G minor. 


Turn thy face from ray sins (Aflwood). Canon G 

n-Brtf ' ’ “ J 1 - “ “ 


ST MACHAttS CATHEDRAL Old Aberdeen: 
11 Morning. Rev r Frazer: 6 Evening. Rev D 
Motyneaux. 

ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL bullion: 8 HC 8.45 
M: 11 S Euch. Mlssa Brevis (Paletrina), Hvmn 
to the Mother or God (Taveneri. Canon 5 orhen 
3.15 E. Collegium Regale (Tavener)-1 love the 
Lord(Hamyl. RevDrLGrlfBths;5 RecftaL 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL Ennis- 
moie Gardens. London. SW7; 1030 Divine 
Liturgy; 6 Vespers and Ritual of Forgiveness. 
ALL SAINTS. Marram Street. WI: S. 5.15 LM: 
11 KM. Mass in Bilal (Schubert). The VI ca; 6 E 
A B. Sums Ion In A Rev T Devonshire Jones. 
ALL SOULS. Lancham Place. Wl: II 
Mothering Sunday. Rev R Tice; 6 JO with All 
Souls Orchorra. Rev R TrtsL 
THE ASSUMPTION. Warwick Street. Wl: II 
Mlssa breWs In B flat K27S (Mozart). Lord let 
me know mine end (Greene). 

CHELSEA OLD CHURCH. SW3: 8 HC: 10 
Children: T 1 M. Lord let me know mine end 
Treene), Rev Dr P Elvy; I2.I5HC.-6 E.RevDrP 


ST JAMES'S. Gxrflekhythe. EC4:1GJ0 S Euch 
(1662). John PauL Rector 
ST JAMES’S. Sussex Gardens. W 2 : 8 Each: 
I0J0 S Euch. Missa Brevis fMcr.trverd. 1 . Gcd 
so Loved Uie world (Stainer). Rev A Meidrom: 6 
Chora] E. Short Service .Gibbons;. Bow thine 
ear (Byrd). 

ST JAMES'S. PtaadJRy: 830 HC; II S Euch. S 
Rablmoo.-s.45 EP.. 

ST JOHNS. Stratford El 5: i I Family. Tramps 
Tune and Air (PurreOL Rev D Richards: 630 
HC. Rev M Ofeelta. 

ST LUKE'S, Chelsea. SW3: 8 HC. 10 J 0 MP Sc 
HC. LM Props®. Rev C Ke*1!H>avIes: 6 J 0 E. 
Ghe rimes or thy goods nye). Sir R O’Brien. 

ST MARKS. Regents Park ML NWl: 1030 


Parish Euch. IT you love me (Tails). GelstUches 
The Bishop of London. 


Nalnv-Srtggs; 4 E and Irmallatlpn of canon. 


(Gree 

Elvy. 


worid (Vaughan Williams). The 


_ 

Lord we beseech 


flay, JubDare (Purcell In B (Ian. 
h thee (Banen): 3 JO E. Howells 


In B minor. O pray tor the peace (Howells). 
LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC 10 M; 1030 
les).T 


Euch. The Lamentation (Balrstow), 
D Turnbull; 3 E. Shon Service 


Archdeacon 

(Farrant). InsanaeMvanaecurae (Haydn). 
CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL’ 8 HC Canon B 


John's Service (Howells). Drop drop slow fears 
(Walianl. canon D KnlghL 
CHESTER CATHEDRAL 7.4 5 L 8 HC; 10 Euch. 
Short Service (Tallis). Jesu toy of man’s 
desiring (Bach). RevT Barker: 1130 Choral M. 
Benedidte Uackson In G). o most merciful 
(Bullock). Canon T Dermis 3.30 Choral E. Fifth 
Service (Tomkins):: 6.30 ES. CanonT Dennis. 
CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC; 10 M. 
Benedidte llackson In G). Lord for thy tender 
mercy's sake (HUton);) 1 5 Euch. Mlssa Brevts 
(Palestrina). O saviour o( the worid (Ouseley). 
The Archdeacon of Chichester 3J0 E. 
Chichester Service (Walton). 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL Oxford: 8 
HC: IOM a Sermon. Miserere (viaoria). Canon 
Jeffery: 1 «.15 s Euch, Mlssa brevis (BericMsi. 
Tantumergo (DurufiM.The Dean: 6 E. For five 
voices (Weelkesl, O Lord look down (BardshU). 
COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 7.40 MP; 8 


my head (Rutter). Verse Service (Heath). 
DERBY CATHEDRAL- 8 HC 10.45 S Euch, 
Moran In c. Hymn to the Mother of God 


Euch. God be In my head (Davies). The Bishop; 
4 Choral LSumslanlnG. Hymn to the Mather 
of God (Tavener). Canon I Richards. 
LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL B HC 1030 S Euch. 
BogoroOUse DvevojRachmanlnov), Avevvrum 
corpus (Byrd). The Chancellor; 3J0 E. 
Humfrcy in E minor, Ave Maria (Parsons). 
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7.45 L 8 . 1230 HC 
9JO Family Communion. The Peoples 
Communion iSumslon). Avne Maria (Saint- 
Saensl, All I am will sing om (Hultgren). The 
Dean: il.15 M. Benedidte in B flat (Marshall). 
The ange' GabrieL 3.45 E, The Lord Is my 
shepherd (Stanford), Canon B Pearmaln. 
LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 10JO Euch: 3 
Choral E;4 HC 

MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8.45 M; 9 Eudu 
10 jo S Euch. Mlssa brevts In F K192 (Mozart). 
The Lord Is my shepherd (Schubert), The 
Archdeacon; 630 E. Thou knowest Lord 
(Purcell), The Dean. 

NORWICH CATHEDRAL 730 MP: 8 HC9.I5 
Family Communion: 10 JOS Euch, Dari* In E. 
Ave verum corpus (Eglar). Canon R Han men 
3 JO E. Second service (Byrd). Fa Ire Is the 
heaven (Harris), The Archdeacon of Lynn; 6 JO 
Heali ng 6 Reconciliation. Canon F MllleiL 
PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 9 JO M. 
Benedidte In F lAshfleid); 10 J 0 Euch. St 
Nicholas Mass (Haydn). The Chancellor. 3 JO 
E. The Lord is my shepherd (Berkeley). 

UPON CATHEDRAL 8 Euch. Canon K 
Puns ho n; 8.45 M; 9J0 Euch ft Flower 
Ceremony. For the beauty of the earth (Rutter). 
Canon M GIanv(Ue-Smlui; 11 JO Choral Euch. 
Mlssa Pro Victoria (Victoria). Canon M 
Glanvtlle-SmJih: 12 JO Euch. Rev J Thom: 3 
Holy Baptism: 5 JO E. Durham Service (Lfoyd). 
o nata l ux de lumlne (TaUIs). Rev D Muriel 
ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL S HC: 9.45 M, 
Srivaror Mundl (Howells), vinca mea electa 
(Pouleno; 10.30 S Euch. Darke In E.vinea mea 
electa (Poulenq. Canon J Armsn n; 3.15 E. 


Let all 
Bishop. 

WELLS CATHEDRAL- 8 HC 9.45 S Euch, Mas 
for four voices (ByrdK Ven RAcwonh: IIJOM. 
Love’s endeavour love's expense (Rose); 3 E, 
The Second Service (Leighton), Lord let me 
know mine end (Greene). Rev a Appleby. 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 8 HC 10 M. Shon 
Service (Byrd). Salvator Mundl (Thills). Canon 
D Hutc lf.lS Euch. Mlssa brevis (Harm), Call 
to remembrance (Farrant). A Litany (Walton). 
Sis. H Markey. 3 E. Victoria In the first tone. 
Chrisms Cactus est (Bruckner). Rev M Oaldey; 
5.45 Redial; 630 Evening. Rev J GoodalL 
WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 9 Family Mass: 
1030 solemn Mass, Mlssa Sanaa er 
lmmaculaia (Guerrero). Salvator : mundl 
(Blow): 2.45 Red tab 330 Solemn V ft B. 
Magnlflcu priml tonl (Lassusl. Hn mlhi 
(Guerrero). 

WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 1030 M. 

I fora closer walk 


CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH. Cunon St. 
Wl: 11 Sunday school. 

CROWN COURT CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 
Caveat Garden, WC2: il.15 RevS Hood; 630 
Rev S Hood. 

FARM STREET. Wl: 8 . 930. 1230.4.15, 6.15 
LM: 11 HM. 

HOLY TRINITY BROMPTON. Brampton 
Road. SW7: 9 ASB HC. Rev S Millar 11 
Morning. Rev R Thorpe: 5. 7 Informal, Mr K 
Qnta 

THE ORATORY. Brompton Road. 5W7: 7. 8 .9, 
10. II Mass. Mlssa Seal;. 


Lied (Brahms). 

ST MARGARETS. Westminster. SWI: II S 
Euch. Mlssa TrtnluMls Sana! (Grier), Ubera 
nos. salve nos (Sheppard). Rev Dr P Bradshaw. 
ST MARTTN-DV-TH E-FTCLDS, WC2 :8 HC 9.45 
Euch. Rev A Hurst: llJO visitors. Rev C 
Herbert: 2.45 Chinese. Rev G Lee; 6 J 0 
Evening. 

ST MARY ABBOTS CHURCH. Kensington W 8 : 
8.1230 HC: 930 Parish Euch. The Vicar. 11.15 
Choral M. Rev FGeUI;630 E. Mrs P Haines. 
ST MARTS. Bourne Street. SWI: 9.10.7 LM: 11 
HM. Messa dl Gloria IPucdnb. Fr. S Young: 6 
Solemn E ft B. 

ST MARY-THE-VTRGIN, Primrose HU: 8 HC: 
1030 Parish Euch. Mlssa Thorn passa 

S ana), o pray for the peace of Jerusalem 

ells). RevT"-' --- 

ration. 


Overmen: 6 EP. Prayers ft 


10. II Mass. Mlssa Seals Aretlna (Valid. 
Laudate Domlnum (Palestrina): 1230.430, 7 
Mass: 330 v ft b. Can cate Domino (Plionfi. 


ST MARYLEBONE. Marylebone Road. Wl: 8 
^11 choral Euch. ” ' 


Benedlctus In C fStanford), OI 

g ranfcrtdl. Rev C Stewart: 1130 Euch. Mlsse 
ige bone (T^ri. Pradiumlum in D minor 


i (Plionfi- 

ARMEN 1 AN APOSTOLIC CHURCH: Iveraa 
Gdas, W 8 :l I Holy Mass. Archbishop Y 
Glzlrian. 

WESLEYS CHAPEL C&y Road. EC 2 ; 9.45 HC; 
11 Morning. Mothering Sunday. Rev Dr L 
Griffiths. 

WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL (Methodist). 
SWI; ll Mothering Sunday; 630 Special 
Services. Rev K Garner. 


(Buxtehude):330 E,Howells In B minor.Tebye 
pqyem (Tchaikovsky), Rev a Walker. 

YORK MINSTER: 8 . 8.45 HC; 10 S Euch. Mlssa 
Brevis (Leighton). Rev p Ferguson: 11 JO M. 
The Lamentation (Balrstow). Benedlctus 
(Moore): 4 E, Era Mater (Dvorak). Rev D Bailey. 
ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL Clwyd: 8 HC; II 
Choral M. Ave Marts Stella (Grieg), Very Rev K 
Gou (stone 3 JO EP. 

ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL B HC 9J0 CyntUn 
Bendleald. Y Deo re 9jo Parish Eudu 11.15 
Choral M. Agnus Del (Rhelnbergei). The 
Succenton 6 Choral E, Dyson In F. O Lord look 
down from heaven (BanuhlUJ. The Dean. 

ST EDMUNDS BURY CATHEDRAL 8 HC 
Canon M Shaw; 10 S Euch. Canon R 
Addington. Sanderctead Service (How). 
Oldrayd In D. Fhire Is the heaven (Harris). Avr 
verum (Byrd); I)JO HC, Rev R Durey: 330 
Choral E.T 0 U 1 puldua es (Bruckner). 

ST GEORGET5 CATHEDRAL Southwark: 8 . 10 . 
6 LM; 11 JO Solemn M. Mass In G (Haydn). 
Duo seraphim (Dering). FT P Turner. 2 
Ghanaian Mass: 5 Stations of the Cross. 

ST MARY'S CATHEDRAL 8 Eudu 1030 Eudu 
Mendelssohn Mass movements. The Provost; 
330 Choral E. Purcell In G minor. Lord let me 
know mine end (Greene); 630 Compline; 8 
Chapter House Choral Singers. 


ST ANNE AND ST AGNES (Lutheran). 
Gresham SL Ed ll Choral Euch. Rev P 
Schmlege: 7 Lutheran Choral Vespers. Peter 


schiTuege; 

Kroguli. 


ST AUGUSTINE. 117 Queen’s Gate, SW7: 830 
HC II HC.Mlssa Are Maria (Palestrina). Are 
Marla (victoria), 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. SmUhlldd. 
ECL9HC; 11 Family Euch. Mlssa Bell - amfltrit 
altera (Lassus). Are Maria (Javl Busto). The 
Rector 630 E. Fauxbourdons (Whitlock), salve 
Regina (Obrechfl. The Rea or. 

ST BRIDE'S. Fleet street. EC4: 11 Choral M ft 
Euch. Benedlctte (Sdmslon In D). Purcell In D, 
Lord let me know mine end (Pany). Canon J 
Oates: 630 Choral E. MagniBcai/Nunc 
Dlmlms (Purcell In E minor). Canon J Oates. 
ST CLEMENT DANES: 11 Choral Euch. Mass 
In G (Schubert), o sacrum eonvtvum (TaLllsI, 
Rev a Davis. 

ST COLUMBA-S CHURCH OP SCOTLAND. 
Pont Street SWI: ll Rev W Calms 630 Rev C 
MacLeod. 

ST ETHELDREDA-S. Ely Place: II S Mass. 
Asperges Me (viaoria). Colloredo Mass 
(Mozart). Laudate Nomen Domini (Mendel- 
ssohn). 

ST GEORGES. Hanover Square. Wl: 8 JO HC 
11 S Eudu Ireland In CThe Rector. 


HC 11 Choral Euch. Mass (Libert). Holy Is the 
true light (Harris). Rev T Clark. 

ST MICHAEL’S. ComhIIL EC3: II Choral 
Service, Lamentation (Balrstow), Betted ictus 
(Stainer In E fiat). Remember now thy creator 
(sieggail). David Powell 
ST PAUL'S. Wilton Place. SWI: 8 . 9 HC 11 
Solemn Euch. Mlssa In bonorem Santa Maris 
Virgin? (Zlpoll). Are Marfa (Holstl. Lift thine 
eyw (Mendelssohn). RevN Dawson. 

CHAPEL ROYAL OF ST PETER AD VINCULA. 
HM Tower of London: 9.15 HC Rev P Abram: 
11 M ft Sermon. Benedlctus (Harwood In a 
flat). O Lord God of my salvation (Blow). Rev P 
Abram. 

CHAPEL ROYAL » James's Mia: 8 JO HC 
II. 15 MP. Fairs Is the heaven (Harris). Canon A 
Craig. 

CHAPEL ROYAL Hampton Court Palace: 830 
HC (1662); 11 M. The Short Service (Gibbons). 
Behold as truly as God Is our Father (Mathias); 
330 E. Sans Day Carol (arc. Rutter). 
GROSVENOR CHAPEL South Audley streeL 
WI.-8.I5 HC 11 Sung Euch. Mlssa Ehensis. o 
Lord look down (Batdshllll. Jesus Christ 
Chrisms unrerHelland (Bach). Rev 5 Hobbs. 

CHAPEL OF THE SAVOY. WC2: 11 


M. Bened loe (Naybn). O for the wings of a dove. 
(Mendelssohn). Very Rev C Slee; 1230 HC. 


THE TEMPLE CHURCH. Fleet Street 830 HC 
11.15 MP. Benedidte omnia opera (Dyson In 
Benedlctus (Dyson In F), O Lord Almighty 
1. TheReader. 


FL » 

God (Naylor). 

GUARDS CHAPEL Wellington Barracks. SWi 
11 M. O Lord Increase my faith (Loosemorel. 
The Lord Is my shepherd (Schubert). Band of 
the Blues ft Royals. Rev p Basher 12 HC. 
ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE CHAPEL 
Greenwich. SEIO: 11 Mothering 'Sunday. 
Choral Euch. Dance In E flat. Ecce sneer dos 
(Bruckner). Rev C French. 
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Forthcoming 


marriages 


Mr W.S. CreooJolnaw 
and Miss D. Roberts 
The engagement is announced 
between Wflfiara. younger son of 
the late Mr and Mrs Henry 
Croom-Johnsem. of Hammer¬ 
smith. London, and Deborah, 
younger daughter of the late Mr 
Edward Roberts and of Mrs EDen 
Roberts, of Burgess HUL Sussex. 
Squadron Leader J-N. Dad 
sod Miss CL Maffiason 
The engagement is announced 
between James, son of Mr and 

Mrs R. Dart of Huntingdon, and 
Qare. daughter of the late Mr B- 
MaDinson and of Mrs S. 
Mallinsort, of Torquay. 

Mr AJ. Faredoogh 
and Miss A. Hartmann 
The engagement is announced 
between Andrew, son of Mr and 
Mrs John Fairclough. of 
Coplhcrae, West Sussex, and 
Aleese. daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Charles B. Hartmann, of Balm 
Beach. Florida. 

N.F. Fame 

asd Miss L.K.E. Sdaroder 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas, ddesi son of the 
late Mr Mkhad Fane and of Mis 
Michael Fane, of Bladcdown. 
Hampshire, and Leonie. daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Bruno Schroder, of 
London WS. 

Mr AJR.W. Hughes 
and Miss NJ. Draftr-Brodonan 
The engagement is anoounced 
between Andrew, son of Lieuten¬ 
ant Colonel aw. Hughes, retd, 
and Mis Hughes, of Putney. 
London, and Nicola, daughter erf 
Mr and Mrs Cervase Dralce- 
Brockman, of Hundon. Suffolk. 
Mr D.M. Jackson 
and Miss R.C Hughes 
The engagemem is announced 
between'David, eldest son of Mr 
and Mrs Colin Jackson, of 
Ringmcr, East Sussex, and Rostyn 
Christina, only daughter of the late 
Mr and Mrs Gfyn Hughes, of 
SaJtdean. Btighioi. East Sussex. 
Mr I A. Reynolds 
and Miss R.M. Mispratt 
The engagement is announced 
between'ian. son of Mr and Mrs 
Austin Reynolds, of Dublin. Ire¬ 
land. and Rosalind, daughter of 
Mr David Muspratt and the late 
Mrs Rosonary Muspratt. of 
Alresford. Hampshire. 


Mr U. Kennedy _ 

and Miss R-E-M. Carson . 
The engaflemeni is announced 

between Lance, only son of Mr and 

Mrs Joseph Kennedy, of Harare; 
Zimbabwe, and Robyn, daughter 
of Eh- and Mrs Brian Careen, of 
Learning!on Spa, Warwickshire. ■ 
Mr SLA- Kmrnberg 

and Miss TJM-Gofa 
The engaganenf is announced 
between Simon, younger st m erf 
Professor sir Hans Romberg. 
FRS. of Cambridge. Ef^and. Bret 
Boskbl USA. and of the late Lady 
(Monica) Kombcrg, and Trida. 
daughter of Mr and Mrs 'Jimmy 
Goh. of BukiT Panjang. Singapore. 
Mr A.D^. little 
and Miss K.L. Dawson • ~ - 
The eneagernent is announced 
between Andrew, son of Mre Ksa 
Little, of Old Lemon. Nottingham, 


--' •' V 


and Kelly, younger daughterofMr 


and Mrs Derek J. Dawson, of 
Beveriy Hills. Califtmua. ^ 
MrJ.D. Manl 

and Miss C.E. Jadcsmr - 
The engagement' is anaonoced 
between Julian, son of Ml.D avid 
Mant. of Symond* Yal. 
Gtoucestershire, and Mrs Barbara 
Herring, of CD Kildare. Ireland, 
and Clare, daughter of Mr and: 
Mrs Stuart Jackson/ of 
Alhampton. Somerset 
Mr MLA. Rickard 
and Miss CL. Major 
The e ngag e m ent is announced 
between MichaeL son of Mr and 
Mrs John Rickard, of Canterhtny. 
Rent and Claire; only daughterof. 
Mr and Mis Cohn Major, of 
Cherry Hinton. Cambridgeshire. 
Mr D-J. Saunders 
and Miss R.E.W. Brinton 
The engagement is announced 
between Duncan, son erf Lieuten¬ 
ant CokmeJ David Saunders, retd, 
and Mrs Saunders, of Khbhore 
End, Berkshire and Robyn.. 
daughter of Mr Geoffrey Brinfon. 
of Dubai, and Mrs Nancy Brinton, 
of Sfindon, West Sussex. 

Mr S.W. Tuner 
and Miss CV. Thornky 
The engagement is announced 
between Stephen William, scan of 
Mr and Mrs William Turner, of 
Chipping Norton. Oxfordshire, 
and Catherine Vivien, daughter of 
Dr and Mrs Ian A. Thornley. of 
Maidenhead, Berkshire. 


Crufts results 


The following are the results from 
the second day of Crufts at the 
National Exhibition Centre. 
Birmingham: 

Toy and Utility Groups 
A/fenninscber Cb Avamgarde 
RebanurivE Miss J Gmnuiger. 
Potters Bar. Hem. 

Griffon Bruxellois. Fennvmorr 
Spanking Good Time: Mr ft- Mrs P 
Mercer. Chorley. Lancs. 

Italian Greyhound: Ch Salspa 
Salvador Mr ft Mrs J Hardcastie. 
Osset, w Yorks. 

Lowe hen; Ch Beau lion Brahms ft 
LizsL Mr P-Scanh. Leeds. 

Maltese: CD Abbvat Crack)In Rose 
Snowgoase Mrs V HerrieST, Woking. 
Surrey. 

Pomeranian: Ch Cradarr Military 
Tattoo: Mrs P Wallace. Sheffield. 
German Spitz iMItrel); Wyndlee The 
Crewman: Mr ft Mrs P Brant. 
Selston, Notts. 

Schlppefke: Ch Frawnhowfl Black 
Minstrel For Aradec Miss M Deals. 
ThetfonL Norfolk. 

Sdtnauser Ch Gels (rail Othello A 1 
Tambere: Mr ft Mrs C Ogbum, 
Tanersafi Bridge, lines. 

Australian Silky Terrier, ch Amron's 
n Bear Extraordinaire: Miss J Sharp. 
Retinal. Birmingham. 

Bichon Frise FlonavarMIss Kitty; Mr 
and Mrs J Reynolds, Reddlrch, 
worts. 

English Toy Terrier Pooghans 
Blade: Miss McCarthy. Bln&iam. 
Notts. 

Miniature Pinscher: KHmulr 
Goldencom Gambler Mrs H 
McLean. Lanarkshire. 

FeUnese Ch Stsanja Grand Finale at 
Yankee: Mr A Easdon. Glasgow. 

Chaw Chaw: Ch Chows an Made lo 
Measure for MlketlUa: Mrs E 
Cannon. Solihull, west Mlds. 


German Spitz (Klein): Lima's 
eMI 


Mlnnah The Mlnxat Wentgarth: Mrs 
F Baird. Dorset. 

Japanese Akita: Manashoys Royal. 
Heritage at Redwltch: Mr S 
Kingdom. East Lothian. 

Poodle (miniature): Ch Roxvllle The 
Cool Dude at Glynpedr Messr 
Boatwright and Williams, stech ford, 
Birmingham. 

Char-ra: samsara Last Edition at 
wanchal: Mr and Mrs P Highland. 
Rochester. Kent. 

Tibetan Terrier. Ch Hotane Heruka 
of widow brae Mis J Robln-Smiih. 
Nonh Challey. East Sussex. 
Chihulhoi (smooth coat); Ch Dldla 
Pretty In Pink: Mrs E Lunney. 
Wetting. KenL 

Cavalier King Charles Spaniel: 

Jexffo ’ -- - 


Trirayne Alexias the Great: Mrs P 


French. BiiHd^: Twinhoe vemon. 


Mr C Blair. Bath. Avon. 

Japanese Shiba lnu: Ch Vonnund 
I'm Smartje: Mrs E Dunhill. Retford. 
Notts. 

Japanese spits Preshas Geisha Girt 
Over Lanteague; Mrs S Jones, Oxford. 
Poodle hoy): Ch Valena Love Affair. 
Miss VDunn. Newport, GweriL 
Chihuthul (long coal); Yeas Inga Rla 
ai Bally broke: Mr and Mrs G Foote, 
Burgess Hill. West Sussex. 

Japanese Chin: Viva! ShuJJ Tamura: 
Mrs ETappenden. Salisbury, Wilts. 


South Yorks. 

Papilton: Ch TussaJud Storyteller: 
Mrs KStewan. BanoiHe-ciay. Beds. 
Pug: Ch Marcinavale Mignonette; 
Miss K Cooper. Torquay. Devon. - 
Boston Terrier Ch Lovece Star 
Performer. Mrs S Borthwick, Mid 
Lothian. 

Bulldog. Ch ocobo Tully: Mis P 
Davis. Kings Lynn, Norfolk. 

Canaan Dog: Klbutzrr Qween in 
Kofyn; Miss M Vincent. Strencham. 
Worcestershire. 

Keeshond; Ch Deminiac Mustang 
Sally: Mrs E Wogan. Wicklow. Eire. 
Leonberger Manorguard Away We 
Go To Coco I da: Mr and Mis D 
Rushby, Glossop. Derbyshire. 
Tibetan Spaniel: Inglespan 
Razzamatazz for Langs hi: Mrs J 
Caner. Marlborough, wilts. 

Chinese crested: Glebeheath rhe 
Gentleman: Mre J Guvercln. 
Swindon. Wilis. 

Yorkshire Terrier Ch Ozmilion 
Mystification: MrO Sameja. London. 
Dalmatian: Ch Flaying Again at 
Shamax: Mr M Easey. Romford. 
Essex. 

Poodle (standard): Ch Shangrfla's 
Saint -n Sinner Mrs E Weir. 
Hamilton. Scotland. 

Mir la run? Schnauzer Chan sen's 
Toybqy ai Caskayd: Mr and Mrs S 
Warelng, Cheltenham. 

Gloucesienhlre. • 

Shih-tzu: Ch Emrose Mlchelln Man: 
Mrs J Howells, UanelU. Dyfed. 


Latest wills 


Claude WeatberdL of Coitenham. 
Cambridgeshire left estate valued 
at £1.079.528 net 

Olive Jessie Birkin. of Coggeshall, 
Colchester. Essex, left estate val¬ 
ued at £1X68312 net 
She lelt £.1.000 each to Sr Petered 
Vincula Church, coggeshall. rhe 
NSPCC and SI Helena Hospice. 
Colchester. 


Sandra Arm Lambarth. of West 
Hamiingfield. Chelmsford. Essex, 
left estate valued at £1.794,127 net. 


Evelyn Eileen Robertson, of West 
Chilrington, West Sussex, left es¬ 
tate valued ai £1.389.140 net 
Christopher Barker, erf Win¬ 
chester, Hampshire, left estate 
valued ai £1,784.196 net 
3 * 1 W* f-J- 00010 Si John the Baprisl 
church. Winchester; £500 each to 
and Rheumatism Council. 
gSfCA. Haileybury Sociery. 

Cathedral Music Fund 
“fii 5 . Friends o f the Cathedral: £200 
friends of Winchester 
S?« Red Cross - NSPCC 

and Royal UK Beneficent Association. 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


It was not on any human inl- 
ttatJvo that probacy came; 
rather it ms under the cam- 
pulsJon of the Bely Spirit 
that people spoke as mes¬ 
sengers of God. 2 Peter 1:21 


BIRTHS 


AGARWAL - On March 3rd at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Nalinl (n 6 e ChatcanO and 
Hanoi a daughter; * sister 
for B&htka. 

AVERY - On March 5lh, to 
Philippa (of* Hancock)) and 
Christopher, a son. James 
Christopher Henry, a to othe r 
for Camilla, Bmlly and 
IsabeL 

B AU T OBTH - On March 3nJ. 
to Claire (ri« Tompkins) 
and Marcos, a beautiful 
daughter. FeneOa Natasha, a 
sister for Benjamin. 

BASSETT - At Konkswood 
Hospital, Worcester on 
Tuesday 4th March 1997, to 

T m i ii a (n 4a Whealear) mad 

Peter, a eon, Alexander 
James Frank. 

BOTTDMLEY - On 6 th March 
1997 at Gay's Hospital, to 
Nieves (de Vicente 
Canricero) and Henry, a son, 
Edward Enrique. 

CLARK - On faanary 26th. to 
Helen (n 6 e See) and Ewan, a 
daughter, Amy EUxabeth. 

CRAWFORD - On 12 th 
February, to Sylvia (sit 
Brown) and Barry, a eon, 
Adam Gilbert Thompson; a 
brother for Jonathan and 


MACKJET PAIN - On 29th 
January, to EUxabeth and 
Nicholas, a d a ughter, Emma 
Edith Wenllian. a sister for 
WyatQum. 


BIRTHS 


HAIL - On 31st January 1997 
at Watford General Hospital, 
to Beverley (ah Banin) and 
Laurenee, a beautiful 
daughter, AdeUa Zarah, a 
stater for Krysdna. 


HOWF1L-On M arch 4th at The 
Portla n d Hospital, to Susan 
Qayton and Chris Bowen, a 
son. Colin Clayton HowelL a 
toother for Jam 


HUGHES - To lutb Cade 
Mostoy) sad Nicholas, a son, 
David Giya, bora 
12th Janaary 1997, 
Hampstead, a brother for 
ulna and EZaanor. 


JU ■ ei.CS - On Starch 2nd. to 
Snranae (nfe Wttberiefc) and 

Stonoo. a son, Edward George, 

a toother for Henry. 


KAMARB - On March 4th at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Michael and Rosa, 
daughter, ~ 
for 


MOnnitl - On Tahniwry 20th 
1997, to Marie and Julia, a 
daughter. Holly 


MCHOU 8 - On March 6 th. to 
Emma (nde Norton) and 
Stephen, a daughter, Hannah 
Victoria. 


RLADTOUI - On 22nd February in 
Bulawayo; to Brigitte and 
William, a daughter, Lucy 
Eleanor, a sister for 
Georgina, Pack and MtiHMh. 


RAY-OnMarehEth,toElspeth 
(trie Partri dge) and Simon, a 
son, Mark Andrew. 


ROBEKTSOH - On Pet 


ebruary 
28th at The Portland 
Hospital, to Mire ills and 
Strttan, a eon, Nicolas, a 
brot h er for Ale x a nd er. 


ROOS-MORDKOVnCH - On 
March 2nd at The Portland 
Hospital, lo Dana and Nick, 
.lie*, 
for 


scopes - On 2Sth February, to 
Susanna and Graham, a 
be au t lf ol d a ug h ter CMnlrih 
Jayne, a sister for Andrew. 


ROMBBVnirrrnTT - Teresa, 
Daniel and Mary are 
d e li g h t ed to announce the 
birth of T h eodore Tristan 
John on 5th March at Queen 
Charin fto*s HosphaL 


VAM D0I OORT - On Ketch 5 th 
>< Queen Sfaxy-e, Stdcup, to 
PhQtopa Cade Canon) and 
heue, ■ son, llewlwtllee 
Jacobus Matheus. 


DEATHS 


RARRMSER - Arthur Thomas 
died an Much 5th at home 
in Remans, aged 76. Beloved 

husband of Mary, much 
toved fother of Martin and 
Belinda, father-in-law of 
Mike and devoted 
ciC Bffttl ™h 


DEATHS 


nuttsday 6 th March ai 
short illness borne 


with 

fortitude, optimism and 


I by Us 


at Gt Barton Church on 
Thursday 13th March at 
3pm fallowed by cremation. 
No flowers. Donations if 
to Easterfocd Lodge 
mt c/o l_ 



, 1733 1NX. 
!-On 6 th March, 1997, 
peacefully In hospital, 
WUSdd {WHO Prie st. Beto vod 

Salisbury Cathedral on 
Wednesday 12th Msreb, 
1997 ax 1130 am. FamDy 
flowers only, but donations 
if desired for Church 
Mission Society c/o I3f. 


55 


Winchester Street, 
senshuxy, Wilts, SP1 1HL 
JCADUneH - Leo bln Ma 


surviving GtamdchlM eft Sir 
William Church Bart. 
Funeml Service to be haU at 
the hu Bilan Orthodox 

Church, Oniverslty toad, 
Clifton, Bristol, on 

Wednesday March 12th at 
930am followed by 

committal at the Kensington 
Cemstery at Gmutetsbury, 
Baling. West London at 
130 pm. Flowers to be 
delivered the p i e rs d liig flriy 
to L.J. Gunn Funeral 
Mrac fo iB , 12 Charlton Roal, 
, Bristol, teh 0U7 
3268. 


KlltKUP - On March 5th 


aged 72 years of mfrry. West 
Yorkshire. The dsariy toved 
husband of Jo, foring father 
or Tim and Tom, tnhwts- 
tow of Sarah and Heather 
of 


Service 


, Lucy and Alice, 
at Rawdon 


.No 


March 13th at 1030 
flowers please. If 
donations would be 
unnedteted for the NSLPjCC. 
A place wm be provided at 
the funeral serv i ce or may 
be 1 sent c/o Christopher 


Butts Hoad. Ilk ley, LS29 


HKfY - Doris on 4<b Match 


Enquiries to Famham 
Funeral Service, Serrey, 
(01252) 711444. 


paymtoh - On 1 st March 
1997, Olive Constance 
Ferynton HAE, of Lewes, 
East Sussex and formerly of 
u ni p g* —r B elo ved mother 
of David and Ioanna. 
CNnatton at GoUas (tom 
CWest Chapel) on Friday 
14th March at 12 noon. 
Flowers If desired or 
donations to Christina AM 
c/o Cooper 6 Son, 42 High 
Street, Lewes, Emu Sussex 
BN7 2DDk (01273) 475557. 


6 th at Hazelmerc Hones 
Nursing Home, aged 89. 
Loving mother of Hubert 
ami mnA aro ch lond 

grandmother and groat- 
grandmother. Funeral 
Service at St Andrew’s 
Church, Church Road. Hove, 

an Tuesday Il«b Match at 

1135 am. Family flowers but 
donations IX desired to 
chari ty of donor's choic e 


SCHOLEFIBLD-ALLEM - On 
March 5th, peacefully fa 


tote Sidney Scholefield- 
Allen, QC BIP. and mother of 
John and David. Funeral 
Service at St Mary's Church, 
Monmouth ou Wednesday 
12th March at 12JSO pm 
followed by private 
cremation. No no wars 
please.. E nq uiri es to David 
StocfcweU. Funeral Director, 

Monmouth 


IN MEMOR1AM — 
PRIVATE 


GAVHURE - KundaL la MBS 
m emo ry of our dearest sob, 
always la our hearts. 
Mummy and Baba. 


IN MEMORIAM — 
PRIVATE 


SanA MARMAU - 9th March. 
1985: On' import M-il ei la 
vase est brUfte, puisque 
Meueest coasolft,et p uteq ue 
la p owh w trouvu, aulgrf 
In i, ohl igd de sen Ur les 

jparfnms^ul sorven'T"i 
purifier fair empoisonnft 
que le moude ne cease de 
lespherT 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


A RXIUTH WAV SCHOOL la tha 
tndlrioB or OunthaM 


OUAXOS AKMD DVSrtT SOe? Ton, 
M taaa Inna 9| 


o toorttafir 





Uaelv «a Boa We 3685 


SERVICES 


ahead la 'v» T ' 
aveatveipaxactiie driv 
■ktiM. UriUbla, daeaadable a 
cuuit aoaaa. Tel 017444070 


SERVICES 


1961, 
Canm i t mr y, era 


WANTED 


EX ft CAimBI waatad. 

■ paid. 0171 496 
31 Park Lai 


Ticket* requited. Top prices 
-" - bleCaU 


3171 430 6MZ H boon 


HU OF «W. Cuiniia, i 


TICKETS FOR SALE 


ALL AVAIL Rnaius. mil iflssn, 
UAdaau. PCnUlsi. c. nos, 
Begbsall sport 0171 «aOdlB3 


RUGBY 1997 

WALES V ENGLAND 
Saturday March 
15th. 

Packages from £99. 
Hong Kong sevens 
British Lions 

Please caH 

01306 744345 

or 01306 881200 


TICKETS FOR SALE 




oclonaL 3 North__ __ 

■ S.I 15th 

L g2QO OOP, am No aim 

V 

616291 


0973 


FOR SALE 



. aU'o, rane- 

ti-or.^SSSi'SS. 0 ^* 



ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTABLES 


Lata 19th C 
Germajs. 32 awtri 

w«nto»a 

_El^SO. 0181 390 ^^?* 



T **«aEIY OF WOMEN — 
tS 8- AnaosJ amndrtoiN 


‘in ftst 


GIFTS 


£1800 iae p*p Nmmiw 
Talfflut QI934- 




"fywi BY POST yaar nn& 
“ OOOO. ’* 


r 7 -i/ 0 r^fi on “ raojDO. is 
ti 3 Do. 12 caradgu A 26 

nnof/jeflO- 25 Cawlaa 
FIOEO. 24 s — 

Swrv&s.* 

.Fa» OIW fldoia_ 


FLATSHARE 


__ 

5KS. fratTnma n*a. 

gvsi-ss'jsia- 


raqubetf. 4 hed m emiri 


- WW1M4. 0171 MWI31. 
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Mfcfaad Manley, PC, Prime 
Minister of Jamaica. 1972-80, and 
I9S9-92. dferf yesterday in Kingston. 
Jamaka»'aged72. He was borain St 
Andrew; Jamaica, on December 10, 

. -1924. 

T hree times elected Prime Minis¬ 
ter of art independent Jamaica, 
Michael Manley was imrialiy a 
hardline socialist who forged 
• tiA dose lints with Fidel Castro and was a 
- champion ofthe Non-Aligned Mmematf. 
gut Jus electoral defeat by the conserva¬ 
tive Edward Seaga in 19SQ changed his 
peroniion of what was -likely to be good 
for lus country. 

By the time he faced up fo re-election in 
1989, the rhetoric had changed complete¬ 
ly, abandoned along with the Castro- 
esque bush jacket Private investment and 
good relations with the US wen? now on 
the agenda. Wkh the economy in poor 
shape he trounced Seaga to gain a third 
term as Jamaica’s Prime Minister. Char¬ 
ismatic, tall and handsome, he was often 
called “Joshua” after the Old Testamenr 
prophet. 

Michael Norman Manky came from a 
dynasty of artistic and political talen t His 
father. . Norman. Washington Manley, 
was the first Prime Minister of Jamaica 
before independence, and the founder of 
the People’S National Party (PNP). The 
founder and leader erf the rival Jamaica 
Labour Parly. (JLP) William Alexander 
Clarke, better known as Alexander Busta- 
mante. was a cousin. 

His mother. Edna Manley, was a 
sculptor of international renown. His 
father Norman was to become one of the 
most distinguished barristers in the 
Caribbean. Both became committed, in 
the Depression of foe 1930s, which hit 
Jamaica very hard, to the struggle for 
workers’ " rights - and for universal 
suffrage. : 7", . 

Midtael Manley was educated at a 
leading school of the island, Jamaica 
College.in Kingston: His parents’ influ¬ 
ence was deep and all-round and guided 
his interest in music (Manley was 
passionately fond of classical music), art, 
literature and politics. . 

In 1943 Manley left Jamaica College 
and, like so many other middle-class West 
f Indian young men. volunteered for ser¬ 
vice as aircrew — in his case with the 
Royal Canadian Air Force. He did not like 
Canada (he was in Quebec, and rebelled 
against foe then bigoted Catholicism of 


MICHAEL MANLEY 


Sf-GX?** 1 amved 1" London in 
fote 1945 to study at the London School of 

“jimmies. He went little to classes, but 
attended some lectures. Most time was 
spoil at art galleries, and at the Wigmore 
Halls. He found his economic 
textbooks dry and dull and withdrew for a 
year to the fishing village of St Agnes in 
Cornwall to read literature and study 
Latin. 

•He then returned to the LSE, where he 
fell under thespeD of Harold Laski, whose 
. student, in the Department of Govern¬ 
ment. he became. He always considered 
Laski"s teaching a model thereafter: 

• FbUowing his graduation in economics 
he did some work as a freelance journalist 
m London, both for The Observer and The 
BBC Overseas Service. He returned to 
Jamaica in December 1951, to work as a 
journalist on foe weekly Public Opinion, 
and front 1952 to 1972 as a trade union 
organiser. 

“ many other aspects of Jamaican 
life, by that time the union movement was 
polarised between the supporters of the 
People’s National Party whose labour 
arm was foe National Workers’ Union 
(NWU) and foe Jamaica Labour Parly 
(JLP) and its Bustamante Industrial 
Trades Union (BITU). 

Manley found, as he recorded in his 
book A Voice From the Workplace, a 
society where "class relations were stark 
in their intolerance. There was no 
subtlety, and little mobility because a 
man’s class was stamped upon his skin as 
much as upon his clothes. To middle-class 
eyes the working classes were an opaque 
mass—without individuality and without 
rights — beca u se they were without 
humanity." 

Manley went everywhere around the 
island with a loudspeaker van. He began 
to develop his extraordinary powers of 
oratory. Later, in the 1970s, there were 
many who thought he got carried away by 
them, and saia things which he would 
later regret 

In the Jamaica of the resonant word, a 
society where foe sonorities of the King 
James Bible continue to be appreciated — 
Rastafarians will read no other version of 
the Old Testament — his cast of mind 
combined culture and politics at a 
fundamental level. At a strike at foe 
Jamaican Broadcasting Corporation 
(JBC), during the period from 1962 to 1972 
of a JLP Government Manley and the 
NWU demonstrated outside the JBC. 
Speaking to his followers. Manley pointed 
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to the building: “There are the walls of 
Jericho". From one in foe crowd came foe 
response: "It Joshua who speaks!" 

From then on, he was. effectively. 
Joshua, a notion which served him 
marvellously when he succeeded his 
father in February 1969 as president and 
leader of foe PNP (his father had been 
terminally ill since October the previous 
year). 

A month later he stated his programme 
to the party conference. He said it was a 
search for equality which widespread 


unemployment denied. It was for true 
national independence, which meant 
wresting the commanding heights of the 
economy from foreign control. There 
must be the politics of participation, at all 
levels, for both sexes, and corruption must 
be eliminated from the electoral system. 
Above all, there! must be a sense of 
national identity. 

But Manley failed to adequately com¬ 
prehend that, aided by the'breakdown of 
traditional values seen all over the world, 
a particularly violent strain af evil was 


brewing in Kingston’s terrible slums. 

Jamaica did try to respond to his 
message. It was. so many felt, time to 
break the mould and to build a new 
. society based on the realities of Jamaica as 
it was for foe masses. His successful 1972 
election campaign was a personal tri- 

■ umph for “Joshua and for his Rod of 

‘ Correction" with 56 per cent of the votes 

cast and 37 out of the53 seats in the House 
of Representative 

Manley at first began rather conven¬ 
tionally. but as he moved in to implement 
his programme he met a determined 

■ resistance from the traditional manageri¬ 
al class in Jamaica. The Government 
began to spend massively in work- 
creating programmes and it became plain 
that although Manley was a wonderful 
inspirer he was not one for the details of 
government. 

His critics, who were increasing, were 
to say that if he defined a problem he 
would think he had solved h. But Manley 
saw things in a world context. He was 
wanting to see a new world economic 
order established, and he had a virion 
about Jamaica and foe developing world 
in general, unreatitistic though it might 
have been. 

In his Cabinet and among advisers 

• were old friends af an often more 
conventional and gradualist turn of mind. 
But in the I9t>0s radical Black Power and 
leftist ideology had created a power base 
within the academics of the University of 
the West Indies at Mona near Kingston, 
the capital. The}' found allies among some 
of die activists in foe PNP. and soon in 
parliament and Cabinet. Some were to 
move in on the ministries and special 
agencies that Manley created, often 
wearing Afro-type clothes and Ras- 
tafarian-style knitted, multicoloured caps 
or tarns (they were wittily dubbed foe 
“Tampacks" by some Jamaicans). They 
were to make awl servants’ lives a misery 
and generally added to the administrative 
confusion. 

Manley was goaded and led by his 
ready and winy tongue to appeal to 
Jamaican pride and nationalism by 
slogans such as “we are not for sale". His 
people responded rapturously, and in 

• 1976 he again scored a huge victory at the 
polls, with 56J5 per cent of the votes. 

It appeared to be a massive vote of 
support for the the PNP and its pro¬ 
gramme of democratic socialism, but 

. severe economic deterioration set in. Both 
Manley's and Jamaica's pride resisted the 


ultimate solution — an IMF-imposed 
economic programme. There were can- 
backs. The poor, the workers and the 
women suffered, as foe work creation 
programmes and the public payrolls were 
cut. Many items of food, particularly 
imported staples, disappeared from shops 
and supermarkets. 

The IMF and the CIA were blamed for 
the sea of troubles which now engulfed 
Jamaica. Washington and Kingston were 
often at loggerheads, largely because of 
Manleys warm relations with Fidel 
Castro. But Cuba was Jamaica's nearest 
neighbour and Manley refused to con¬ 
demn Cuba for its armed support of foe 
liberation struggle in southern Africa, 
particularly in Angola. 

In February 1980 it was found impossi¬ 
ble to reach a new agreement with foe 
IMF, and the Government prepared for 
an election as soon as the new register was 
ready. In March 1950 an election was 
called, the bloodiest in Jamaica's history. 
It included foe murder for the first time of 
a parliamentary candidate. The murder 
rate for that year went unsurpassed until 
1996. 

After that defeat, there were eight years 
of JLP rule. Manleys mother Edna died 
in 1957, and in that year he fell severely ill 
with diverticulitis. But the polls from 1985 
onwards had favoured the PNP; Manley 
was considered — as he was — a humane, 
likeable man, with immense sympathy for 
the underdog and the worker. 

On February 9.1988. he was returned to 
power. He now presented himself as a 
moderate, though energetic, reformer 
advocating a limited government involve¬ 
ment in the economy which was to be led 
by the private sector. Much in the state 
sector was set down for privatisation. Not 
for nothing had Manley written: “I am 
grateful that God has given me the kind of 
mind that does not assume that what I 
thought I knew yesterday was an eternal 
guarantee of truth.” 

In March 1992 he resigned in office, 
being succeeded by the present Prime 
Minister. J. P. Patterson, who has carried 
on with these policies. Manley struggled 
with prostate cancer, which was diag¬ 
nosed rix years ago. and. though it was 
kept in check for a whole by radiation 
treatment, he eventually died at home. 

Manley was five times married. He 
leaves a widow, Glynne Ewart, whom he 
married in 1992. From his marriages he 
had five children, three daughters and 
two sons. 


PHILIP POLLOCK 


MAURICE GOLDSMITH 


nsharn 


services' 


jebf 

/ test 


PhiHpPoflock. 
entrepreneur, died on 
February 15 aged 7a He 
was born on June 20.. 

1926. 

ENTREPRENEUR jmdJ bear 
vhreur, Philip Pollock joved 
working .wife, and backing,^ 
creative people. He had A flair 
for detecting roming things 
and ample means for the 
fostering^of than. As a busi¬ 
nessman he was enthusiastic, 
affable, frank and insightful, 
with dedicated employees,. 

Ehifip-Samiid Pollock was 
bom in London and educated 
at Canford. FEs father, also 
something of an entrepreneur, 
was the owner of several pubs, 
a greyhound track and - tire 
cinema at Marble Arch. With 
a boyish ^passion for the cine¬ 
ma, Pollodc left school at 16 in- 
order to work as a dapper-bqy 
at Ealing Studios.-He didTus 
war sendee in the Fleet Air 
Ann where, with an eye on 
Ealing, he joined the Hint 
Unit. ' ’ 

On being demobbed he 
returned to -Ealing. His 
mother thought the film world 
unsuitable . and., bought; her 
son the dompaihy Best Tyres: 
By the mid-1950s the company. 
had become one of the largest 
tyre chains in southern Eng¬ 
land. Pollock sold. out to 
Kennings and became todayls 
equivalent of - a . multi.-.' 
millionaire. .. 

He was now able to give his 
creative side a free rein- He set. 
up his own furniture com¬ 
pany. Aerofoam, malting be¬ 
spoke furniture to his own 
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Pollock with his wife Venetia in the 1935 Auburn Speedster 


designs and introducing one 
of the best-foved rams of foe 
early 1960s — foe sag-bag. 

In 1962 his love of vintage 
qars led to foe creation, with 
Edward'Montagu(Lord Mon¬ 
tagu of Beaulieu), of foe stiil- 
fonving Vintage Tyre Suppl¬ 
ies. Having cannxly retained 
Best Tyre’s vintage tyre divi¬ 
sion Pollock set about reviving 
foe production by Dunlop and 
others of many tyre sires that 
had' been discontinued. With¬ 
out his foresight institutions 
such as foe. London to Brigh¬ 
ton Run would have come to 
an end. 

In 1964, with Terence 


Conran, Conran’s wife Caro- 
. line and Pagan Taylor, he co¬ 
founded Habitat At the same 
time he had an interest brief¬ 
ly, in the running of The 
Establishment with Peter 
Cook and he supported Ber- 
■ nard and Laura Ashley with 
Boys, their first shop. 

His early interests in enter¬ 
tainment were rekindled in 
the mid-1980s, when bids 
were invited for the franchise 
of an independent radio sta¬ 
tion in Portsmouth. His con¬ 
sortium. the first of its kind, 
'was successful and Pollock 
became chairman of Ocean 
Sound, a company that was 


later to grow into Southern 
Radio. He was also involved 
in (he sening up of Lines FM. 

He was, however, a Tar from 
dedicated entrepreneur. Once 
a company became large, 
popular and successful, he lost 
interest. His own tremendous 
capacity for friendship some¬ 
times affected his business 
acumen. He had. for example, 
an innocent land misplaced) 
belief that a friend would 
never stab him in the back. 

To many of his friends — 
and he was the most luval of 
friends — he was the emI*Kli¬ 
ment or Mr Toad. A big. 
ebullient, quick-tempered 
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JOAN BAUDS. K«M HomtMC 94 
b 1946 BPpUcaiN» baa boan 
sad* In tba said Joan Bahaw for 
(JM dio of Tuoputy Rlrasre at 21 

Uoer Pbeo, Gesfon^ Nmatfa 

ffodn Tyna ud Dm on tks 10dk 
cSyof MnaiT lW 

casda Cttoatr Com dlncnd tMi 

Dm ni nptity ritnata at 21 M«w 
ptaoa afaaaaald So adrard aod fo r 
and Uw» totkor illmCflnti* 
wilt ba gbran **«**"“*““ 
Gouty Comt m Joan tolwnrt 
<MOaitaD on Monday iM lOo 
ttm j af Mkir * 1997 a* JliSO 

o'clock. 

K Ja MViaatad ikat ttaa reitttnac 

1m Tha tebOV# B1QM BBVHIT 

«n Graham Bafaa«v fowrty of 
21 MowPlaca.G°" £ oatlvN»wca»- 
tla Open Tyna or anyone know- 
ton erf kU lrtMwmbo^a 

contact Mr. Hfcihart Smith at 
Miaself SManca 9 Cold. Knataff- 
HB Bo«w,5lun«MNa>- 

s2« 

JlsTflo nmabat 0191 28* 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The PROSTATE CANCER CHARITY 


Prostate Cancer takes over 8.500 lives every year. 
Over 12^00 new cases are diagnosed annually in 
the UK which means that 1 in 12 men will be 
affected at some point in their lives. 

Our telephone helpline number is 
0181 383 1948. 

For more information or to make a donation please 
write to: 

The Prostrate Cancer Charity, 

Dn Cane Road, 

London W120NN. 

Registered Charity No. 1005541 


COURT & SOCIAL 

FORTHCOMING MARRIAGES AM) MARRIAGES 

Please rad Court Pape announce mm fa pmi/l ji in 
Mrs J. Neon, Cent ft Seda! Ad-ertMnR. The Times. 
POBox495.YirgUiStreet. London El 9XS. 
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man with a loud laugh and a. 
childlike aptitude for .pleasure, 
he displayed the .wildest en¬ 
thusiasm for fast cars ; and 
yachts, rich food, copious 
drink and too many cigarettes, 
fine furniture, entertainment, 
the visual arts and travel. It 
was while partying and night- 
clubbing as a young man with 
his oldest friend, the architect 
Bob Chapman, that he met 
many of the talented archi¬ 
tects, illustrators and design¬ 
ers of the day. 

In 1957 he married Venetia 
Brewis, a distinguished pub¬ 
lishers’ editor. Her career 
introduced him to the literary 
world where he made even 
more friends, among them 
biographers, political com¬ 
mentators and historians. He 
became the proud father of 
three children with a large, 
hospitable farmhouse near 
Lymington. He took a moor¬ 
ing on the Beaulieu River and 
commissioned the first yacht 
to he built af Bucklers Hard 
since the war — a wooden 
Fnlkhuat called Schiehallion. 
In b<77 he reached the peak of 
his sailing career by winning 
the Con res sa Cup at Cowes 
with his appropriately named 
yacht. Eclectic: 

His own eclecticism was 
reflected not only in the 
variety of businesses with 
which he was concerned, hut 
also in the pictures he bought 
in for rhe Contemporary 
An Society land by his own 
collection): in the books he 
read (lie was. for a long time, 
the sci-fi reader for Faber): 
and lately in his interest in the 
dunce theatre company. Ad¬ 
ventures in Motion Pictures. 

Although Philip Pollock's 
last years were marred by the 
sadly premature death of his 
wife, ruinous losses at Lloyd's 
and the cruel affliction of 
emphysema, his robust spirit, 
his gift for friendship and his 
supportive family saw to it 
that he was amifnrfed. 
amused and rarely alone. 


Maurice Goldsmith, 
science writer, died on 

March 2 aged 83. He was 
born on July 15.1913. 

CONVINCED that science 
was too interesting to be 
ignored and too important to 
be mismanaged, Maurice 
Goldsmith spent his life 
proselytising. He brought to 
the task foe enthusiasm of foe 
convert, for his degree from 
the London School of Econom¬ 
ics had been in social sciences, 
which he found too lacking in 
rigour. He was attracted to 
physics in the 1930s and 
greatly influenced by the work 
of the cry stallographer J. D. 
Bernal, whose book The So¬ 
cial Function of Science was 
published in 1939. 

Maurice Goldsmith was 
bom of Polish parents who 
had moved to London the year 
of his birth. His father was a 
master tailor and he was 
brought up in the Jewish faith 
in the East End. As a young 
man he held deep religious 
convictions, abandoned foe 
day he stepped over the 
threshold of the LSE. Before 
the war he freelanced for 
various publications, includ¬ 
ing the Jewish Chronicle and 
the East London Gazette, but 
in 1939 was drafted into rhe 
War Office Selection Board, 
where he devised tests for 
selecting prospective officers. 

In his spare rime he worked 
at Reynolds News, then a 
successful Sunday newspaper 
with Labour convictions. After 
the war he became science 
correspondent of the weekly 
Illustrated, and with other 
first-generation science writ¬ 
ers — including Ritchie Calder 
of foe News Chronicle, 
J. G. Crowther of the 
Manchester Guardian, and 
Arthur Haslett of 77re Times — 
founded in 1947 the Associ¬ 
ation of British Science 
Writers. 

Like others, he disan’ered 
that popularising science did 



not necessarily make it popu¬ 
lar. Science writers could alert 
the public, set agendas and 
provide materials for imagi¬ 
native play, he later wrote, but 
could not be relied upon to 
transmit foe essence of sci¬ 
ence. For a while he became a 
science teacher in a secondary 
school, before joining foe then 
Department of Natural Sci¬ 
ences at Unesco in Paris as 
science editor. He wrote arti¬ 
cles that were distributed 
around the world in many 
languages, helped to set up an 
association of French science 
writers, and launched foe 
Unesco journal Impact of 
Science on Society. He per¬ 
suaded the Indian industrial¬ 
ist B. Patnaik to provide funds 
for the Kalinga Prize for 
Science Writing, still awarded 
today. 

In foe mid-1950s, he present¬ 
ed foe first-ever science pro¬ 
gramme on commercial 
television, a weekly half-hour 
for ATV called Meet the 
Professor. In a tiny studio in , 
foe West End he conducted 
interviews with leading scien¬ 
tists as they boiled under the 
lights. But his long-term inter¬ 
est was not so much foe 
content of science, but how it 
could best be organised for 
human welfare. Until the ear¬ 
ly 1960s little attempt had been 


made to plan science strategi¬ 
cally. “The hard fact is that we 
are colossally ignorant" he 
wrote in The Times in 1966. 
“The methods of science have 
not been used to study foe 
processes of science itself. We 
let science grow wildly, so that 
it progresses inefficiently and 
its rate of advance is 
distorted." 

In 1964 Goldsmith had pub¬ 
lished with Alan Mackay a 
book called The Science of 
Science, establishing foe same 
year foe Science of Science 
Foundation — later-the Sci¬ 
ence Policy Foundation — of 
which he became director. His 
genius for networking provid¬ 
ed foe foundation with a 
distinguished committee of 
management and it made 
many contributions towards a 
better understanding of how 
to manage science. Introduc¬ 
ing a lecture by Goldsmith at 
the Royal Society of Arts in 
1967. C. P. Snow said: “Gold¬ 
smith is one of those charac¬ 
ters, far too rare in any society, 
who act as a creative influ¬ 
ence. Most people don't know 
the innumerable things he has 
started all over the field of 
science, as a labour of love 
quite unrecognised by 
society." 

Goldsmith wrote or edited 
many books, including biog¬ 
raphies of Joseph Needham 
and J. D. Bernal, and in 1986 
published The Science Critic. 
a call for a new kind of person 
who could act in science as 
critics do in art, film or music. 
He envisaged the science critic 
as a polymath, able to exam¬ 
ine foe progress of research 
and point to its likely implica¬ 
tions. to act as a participant in 
ethical debates, and help the 
public to understand the poet¬ 
ry of scientific experience. In 
this way. Goldsmith hoped, 
the gap between Snow's two 
cultures might at last be 
bridged. 

He leaves a wife, Anna, and 
one son. 


RACING 

A WONDERFUL DOUBLE 
A year ago Miss Dorothy Paget wan 
rhe turn most import'd nr events of the 
;ifiern«n.in, the Champion Hurdle and 
tire Cheltenham Gold Cup. with Insur¬ 
ance and Golden Miller, trained for her 
hv Briscoe and ridden by Leader. 
History repeated itsell yesterday almost 
in detail, rhe only difference being that 
Sion was the rider in place of Leader. All 
concerned, and not least the horses, are 
to be congratulated on a very wonderful 
double, for it means that the two horses 
are the besi hurdler and the best 
steeplechaser in training, just as they 
were a year ago. Briscoe is to be 
congratulated not only on having kept 
the two horses as good as they were a 
year ago hut oil having improved thefo. 
As Insurance's race came first it must be 
dealt with first, although the perfor¬ 
mance of i inlden Miller was the greater 
in that it was the more easily gained. 
ITie pace ai which the Champion 
Hurdle was run was slow for nearly a 
mile and a half, and ii was not until the 


ON THIS DAY 

March 8,1933 


Golden Miller, the greatest Jumper 
between the wars, won the Grand 
National the following year, as well as 
the third of five consecutive Gold Cups, 
a record unlikely ever to be surpassed. 


bottom turn of the course had been 
made that foe speed became worthy of 
the race. All five starters were still dose 
together, with Insurance just in front. 
He was soon joined by Indian Salmon, 
with Windermere Laddie dose behind. 
Approaching the last hurdle Insurance 
was just in front of Windermere Laddie 
and Indian Salmon. The last-named 
was beaten as soon as the run-in was 
reached, but the other two fought out a 
fine duel to the winning post, with 


Insurance always having just the better 
of the argument. There was a slightly 
larger field for foe Gold Cup, a 
steeplechase run over three miles and 
three furlongs. It was won in the style of 
a great horse — at last he must be 
admitted to be that — by ten lengths 
from Thomond II. with Delandge third 
and The Brown Talisman fourth. After 
Delandge had made the running for 
rather more than two miles Golden 
Miller and Thomond II drew out, and 
for a short time galloped side by side. 
Golden Miller than drew away and, 
galloping with ease, resolution, and 
obvious enjoyment, went on by himself 
and in his glory to win without ever 
being challenged. He was not in the 
least distressed when he was led back to 
be unsaddled. Miss Paget led him in, 
quite properly proud of her horse, who 
had been received with much cheering 
out on the course and from the Stands as 
he went, by himself, past the winning 
post The cheering and dapping of 
hands were renewed when he came 
back to the paddock. 



















































































































1,700 women in HIV doctor alert 

■ More than 1,700 women were offered HTV tests yesterday 
after a junior doctor who helped to deliver their babies and carry 
out hysterectomies was found to be infected with the HIV virus. 

The doctor, whose identity and sex has not been revealed, 
worked at four hospitals in Gloucestershire and Essex between 
February 1991 and January this year..Pages 1,2 

Blair pledges food standards agency 

■ Tony Blair exploited Cabinet tensions over food safety as he 

announced last night that if a Labour government were elected it 
would set up an independent food standards agency. Sniping 
continued between government departments over the report on 
hygiene in the meat industry..—.Pages 1,2 





Europe to blame 

Judge Daniel Rodwdl QC con¬ 
demned Europe's laws against 
corporal punishment as he jailed 
two young arsonists-Page 1 

Paedophile jailed 

Keith Lave rack, a senior social 
services manager, has been jailed 
for 18 years for sexual assaults on 
children in care-Page 3 

Ancient ways 

Residents of homes built on an 
ancient common must pay the 
Lord of the Manor whatever he 
asks to cross his land to reach their 
front doors- Page 5 

Unlawful conduct 

The Lord Chancellor acted unlaw¬ 
fully when he denied people right 
of access to the courts-Page 6 

Hollywood beasts 

Excavations in Los Angeles for a 
new rail line have unearthed re¬ 
mains of beasts that roamed Hol¬ 
lywood at the end of the Ice 
Age_Page 7 


Rural alliance 

Three countryside pressure 
groups are to merge io an attempt 
to fight Labour plans to outlaw 
hunting ..Page 8 

Care failure 

A schizophrenic who killed his 
stepfather and stabbed his mother 
was failed by the professionals 
who should have helped him. ac¬ 
cording to a report-Page 11 

Albania anarchy 

Southern Albania appears more in 
the grip of anarchy than in a state 
of political rebellion-Page 14 

Indigenous fake 

An elderly woman has embar¬ 
rassed the Australian art world by 
passing off her work as that of a 
fictitious Aborigine-Page 15 

Life for ‘Black Widow 9 

Austria’s “Black Widow” serial 
killer has been jailed for life after a 
jury found her guilty of murder in 
a specimen case-.Page 17 


— Teacher finds Stone Age ancestor 


■ Scientists were astonished when random DNA tests 
established that a history teacher at a Somerset school is the 
direct descendent of Cheddar Man, a Stone Age ancestor whose 
remains were discovered in 1903..Page I 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,422 

A £20 book token wilt be awarded to the senders of the first Jive correct 
solutions opened next Thursday. Entries should be addressed to: The 
Times. Saturday Crossword Competition. PO Box 486, Virginia Street. 
London El 9DD. The names of the winners and the solution will be 
published next Saturday. 

Name/Address ----- 



ACROSS 

I English trait — fairness (8). 

5 Extremely protective of Italian 
girt (6). 

8 Falsifying if in a log — it can 
result in legal action (10). 

9 Pass the fish (4). 

10 Singer holding note — after 
sherry, say. that could put one to 
sleep (14). 

1 f State units of width and weight 
(7). 

13 Fellow everyone gets to make a 
fool of (4J). 

15 Smoke with lady-love in bed (7). 

18 Male has row on motorway — 
what’s up with the mini? (7). 

21 Dray horses like running free in 
North country area (9,5). 

22 Song used misleading words (4). 

23 Bull housed in castle (10). 

24 Manoeuvre carefully during race 
to get cups, etc. (3,3). 

25 Dark brown animal caught in 
trap? On the contrary (8). 
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DOWN 

] Obscure film extracts in middleof 
reel (7). 

2 Jack may be in a predicament 
(23.4)- 

3 Hat on. and cape (7). 

4 Measure concentration of arid 
taming up in game (7). 

5 Rescheduled ai ten — live broad¬ 
cast $). 

6 Kid needs to produce two pounds 
for cuddly toy (M). 

7 Taken in by constable. Australian 
players arrested on stage (7). 

12 Support for Indian lines seen out 
of die comer of one’s eye (5-4). 

14 Diver left inside craft on govern¬ 
ment test (9). 

16 Cra 2 y old-fashioned measure 
supported by Telegraph (7). 

17 Red rase represented in church 
hanging (7). 

18 Athlete — thrower securing first 
In discus (7). 

19 Daughter at borne in Paris or 
American capital (7). 

20 Leader of church gr ipped by 
sectarian spirit (7). 
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LAST WEEK'S WINNERS; D G Phillips. North Rigion. Leeds: J a Price. Atdeburgh, 
S DubUn. ° &Wr ' Banstead - Surrey; G Partins. Ullapool. Scotland; N Prewin. Memon, 
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MASA^ilE 

King Koftk WhaiL drives' ; 
the Chancellor— teeJ2 
Sold sister Theresfciare 
to Gillian Shephard than 

sensible shoes— Page- 26 - 

Weekend 

Low tidd Voting andtane., 
for a change —Pages-12*-4 



Pay as you err little faith 
can be placed in either the 
pensions industry or toe reg¬ 
ulator -Page 21 

Country consensus: Hunt¬ 
ing needs reform, but it also 

needs friends-Page 21 

Shfnfng example: Has Amer¬ 
ican criticism become blind to 
the strivings and achieve¬ 
ments that inspire peo¬ 
ple?_Page 21 


Michael Manley, Prime Min¬ 
ister of Jamaica; Maurice 
Goldsmith, science 

writer_Page 23 


Simon Jenkins: If William 
Cobbett could lookout an the 
modem countryside, he 
would cry with anguish and 
rage at the yeomen of Eng¬ 
land drenching their fields in 
chemicals and throwing up 
bungalows with no care for 
anything but cash — Page 20 

Sir Peter Halt Both political 
parties are craven when it 
comes to what I care about: 
our culture-Page 20 


Ministerial responsibility in 
abattoir affair; Albania; child' 
prostitution-Page 21 


Sean: Uttiewoods has decid¬ 
ed not to go ahead with plans 
to buy the Freemans mail 
order business from Sears 
but revealed that it is talking 
to other bidders-Page 25 

Subbuteo: The tabletop foot¬ 
ball game invented at Tun¬ 
bridge Wells in 1947 is no 
longer to be made in Britain, 
a move that will cost 250 
jobs_Page 25 

Markets: The FT-SE 100 In¬ 
dex rose 21.0 points to dose at 
4420.3. Sterling’s trade- 
weighted index fell from 98.4 
to 98.1 after a fall from $2.6114 
to $1.6052_Page 28 


Motor racing: Damon H2I 
was I3th after opening prac¬ 
tice for toe Australian Grand 
Prix, more than 2bsec behind 
Michael Schumacher’s 

Ferrari--Page 48 

Football: Chesterfield and 
Plymouth Argyle have been 
char ged by the FA after a 
brawl at a match—Page 48 
Athletics: Wilson Kipketer. of 
Denmark, set a men’s 800m 
indoor world record of Imin 
43.96sec in Paris-Page 44 


The sandwich at the heart of 
small car design 


Property: Designing , a 

manor- _PageS 

Homo Bee Telling parade 
you are a lesbian- Page n- 


Top IHghfc Alisha’s Attic 
rim the couiitiy —- Page* 
The btzrTheHfeof a music 
press officer--- Page 4 


Funny money. The hard- 
nosed business of Comic 



Latest Road and Weather conditions 
UK Weather- AI regions 0336444910 
UK fends - Ml reborns 0336 401410 
Lnride M2S 0336 401 746 

M25amSU*ftoadi 0336401747 

Natamonravt 033A4OI 746 

Coadbeoal Europe 0336401910 

0336 401 368 


Momrt ^ B) H a dron 
A Garrick airports 


0336 407 SOS 

i n u mb u from yow fact 
Scodwd 416 340 
N-btamd 416 341 
London 416 343 


World City Weather 

153 teOHa— world wide 
aer friwirm 

by Plume<fial 0336 411216 

by FU (Mac page) 0336 416333 


Weath er by Fax 
DU 0336 Mowed bp an 
WtatGaany 416 334 
WWet 416 33S 
MbbMb 416 336 
EsA9b 416 337 
N-WfcR 416 338 
N.ESK 416 339 


Freshening southerly winds wiU bring 
more doud into the West later. 
Temperatures will be mild. 

□ London, E Midlands, E England, 
W Midlands, N Wales, Central N 
England: a dcxrdy start but bright 
spells developing. Wind northeast 
becoming southeast, light or mod¬ 
erate. Max 11C (52F). 

□ SE England, E AngBa, Central S 
England, Channel Isles, SW Eng¬ 
land, S Wales: mostly cloudy, patchy 
drizzle on coasts. Wind northeast 


□ Edinburgh & Dundee, Aber¬ 
deen, Glasgow, Central High¬ 
lands, Moray Firth, Argyll: dry with 
sunny spells after early mist ana frost. 
Wina west becoming south, mainly 
light Max IOC (50F). 

□ NE Scotland, NW Scotland, Ork¬ 
ney, Shetland: sunny spells, becom¬ 
ing douefier. Wind southwest to south, 
moderate becoming strong. Max 9C 
(48F). 

□ Outlook: drizzle in the north and 
west, otherwise dry with sunny spells. 
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Europe Country by Goercry 0336401 885 
European fuel coos 0336401 886 

french Mom«gs 0336 401887 

Seaport Inforo u i iuu 0336401882 

Dcswybnd Port - 0330 401 409 

Le Shuttle 0336 401 895 


urn 



AA Car reports by fax 


the AA moiue( 195 can 


0336 416 399 


Dial from your fax j yndsei. 
you any hue id act ix> pea reahe mode 
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concfitions 
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hoursofdarWjess 


Sun rises: 

631 am 

Sunsets: 
533 pm 

—— 525pm 

Now moon tomorrow 

6.05 am 

London 5.53 pm to 626 am 
Bristol 603.pm to 6 36 dm 
Edtobugh 602 pm to 6.44 am 
Manchester 6 00 pm to 638 am 
FHmzanca 6.16 pm to 6.49 dm 


TOMORROW 

HH Sunrises Sunsets 

628 am 555 pm 

Moon sets 

Moon rises 

6.47 pm 

New moan today 

638 am 

London 5 56 pm to 626 am 
Bristol 6.05 pm to 6 36 am 
EtanburghBiM pm to 641 am 
Manchester 6 Q2 pm to 6 S6 am 
Penzance 617 pm to 6 47 am 
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Wfond Haven 0538 7.1 1754 

Newquay 0421 7.1 16.46 

Obai 0512 4.1 17.37 

Pencance 0150 5.7 16.15 

Portend 0611 2.0 18 53 

Port sm outh 10 33 4 7 2303 

Shorehem 1027 &4 2258 

Soulhampton 1601 4 6 2230 

Swansea 0524 93 1800 
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Yesterday; HUto day tamp: Bonner. Ncrtum- 
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TORONTO OR NEW YORK 

BA 747 to Toronto on 22 May, 10 July, 6 August, 

29 August, and 6 September# five nights at Sheraton 

• Niagara with helicopter • harbour cruise • city tour 

• theatre • Concorde supersonic to Heathrow £1,999 

BA747 to New York on any day • four nights at - 

Hilton Qnc. SaL) • Concorde to Heathrow £2,499 

MONACO GRAND PRIX 

Eurostar to Paris on 10 May • city tour • overnight 
• Concorde to Nke • reserved seat for Grand Prix 
with luncheon • private jet to Heathrow £1,499 

ORIANA, QE2 & ORIENT-EXP 

OrientExpress to Southampton on 27 May • five night 
Oriana cruise to Monte Carlo via Gibraltar • tour Riviera 
• Concorde supersonic from Nice £1,999 


Orient-Express to Southampton mi 8 June • three night 
Oriana cruise to Norwegian Fjords •jet return £999 


Fty to Norway on 11 June • eight night Oriana ^ 
of the Midn ight Sun cruise to Bergen via the Fjords and 
Spitsbergen • Concorde supersonic return £1,999 


Orient-Express to Southampton on 18 June • five night 
QE2 cruise to Barcelona via Lisbon and Tangier • city 
tour •Concorde supersonic to Heathrow from £1,499 

Concorde to Bergen on 25 July • two nigh t QE2 anise 
to Southampton • Orient-Express to Victoria £1.299 


Orient-Express to Southampton on 16 August • six nigh t 
Oriana cruise to Tenerife via Praia daKocha and 
C a sablan ca • Concorde supersonic to Heathrow £1,799 


For our foil colour broc hu re, please telephone: 

0181-992 7000 


Changes to the chart above from noon: high B win drift slowly east with ante change in 
centra) pressure; low 0 will nm quickly northeast wtata Wing 


SUPEHAnVE TRAVEL 

43, Woodhurst Road. London, W3 6SS 
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An. engine sandwich lies at the heart of the new revolution in small car design, reports Kevin Eason 
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■ SMALL CARS are less sale in 
acrashthan big cars. That fs an 
ifnpaJatabte fact,undariined by 
recent tests for the Government by the 
IrarispartTlessarch Laboratory. 
Exc^Slbrlhe Andass, which 
promises fo be as sate as 
mostpf tefcrfgger brother 
saloons arid hatchbacks. 

Mini models suffer from not 
having eking bonnet so 
that, in a frontal impact, 
there te&npty-!ess metal • 
to compress; But as the 
bpidy absorbs the impact 
' the enghe moves 
somewhere — usually 
into the'cabin, wrecking the 
legs.offte driver. 

.Mercedes has solved 
: : that by moving the engine ■ ■ 

. arKtstwngthehfhg the i. r ■ 

. nose cone sottial it has more 
. .strength andrnore ahitity - 
to absorban impact. The ••• 

Germans daim that the A- _ 
class, smaller than a Ford 
Fiesta or Vauxhall Astra, 
offers the same protection as 
a Mercedes E-ciass 
saloon, judged one of the.;. 
safest care on the road;' -. — — ■; - 


f | ./J he first place you lode is 
■: 1. under the/bonnet Apart 

• I - from exceptions like the 

- JL - Porsche-designed VoQcs- 
wagra Beetle, tfre engine has been 
in the same plat* 'almost since the 
car first: took to British roads a 
centuiyaga 

- Flip jopen the- bonnet of the 
Mercedes A-class, though, and die 
only thing staring back at you is the 
future a future, in which the 
engine Is more likely to be under¬ 
neath than in front. 

For Mercedes has revolutionised 
the small car in almost die same 
way as Sir Alec Issigjonis did when 
he designed the Mini. The Mini 
defined the packaging of a small 
car farabnost four decades with its 
transversely mounted engine driv¬ 
ing die fronf wheels. leaving dear 
interior space for four passengers 
in a box just 10ft long. 

As Sir Alec doodled his famous 
design, be did-hot have to worry 
about crash. - regulations which 
could makean engme in.the front 
of a small rar .nfore of-a liability 
-than a bonus* Designers of modern 
small cars do though, and that is 
forcing a radical dhange in their 
thinking. 

There is no place iii.the new 
world of motoring for niiru-sized 
minis. Little cars are .going to be 
longer, fatter, heavier, more luxurir 
ous — and more expensive. The 
days of cheap and cheerful — when 
you opened the door of a.Mfru with ■ 
a piece of wire — have gone forever, 
to be replaced by lugMedv high- 
style cars which might not be as 
long as a Rolls-Royce hut look like a 
double-decker bus next to Sir Alert 
original. 

Where the Mini crossed every 
boundary of class and income in 
die Sixties to become a motoring 
icon for everyone,' Rover says its 
new Mini, due in the year 2000, 
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SPACE-RACE WINNER 


■ FLEXIBILITY was the 
driving force for designers 
trying to offer big-car 
loom in a baby-sized body. 
Most minis are cramped 
because the engine 
demands space at the 
front, and there is no room for 
manoeuvring an awkward 
load of shopping because 
the seals are fixed in 
place. The A-dass is not 
hampered by such 
restrictions, lor each 
passenger seat can be 
moved or even removed, 
leading to a claimed 72 
different configurations. So 
back seats, even the front 
passenger seat, can 
disappear, while the 
absence of rear wheel arches 
to give a maximum 
baggage space of 1,700 
litres — equivalent to a 
big estate car. 

Because the engine 
does not intrude into the 
passenger cabin, there is 
also maximum leg and elbow 
room. Mercedes claims 
the interior compartment is 
1.83 metres long, as big 
as the passenger 
compartment in the C- 
dass saloon, whose body is 
90 centimetres longer. 



Packing the motor 
between two metal 
sheets increases 
strength, safety 
and cabin space 


Mercedes ends a mini era 


will bedesigned to be dole in New 
York Tokyo arid London , but “not 
necessarily appealing to people in 
West Hartlepool". 

In. other words, mini-cars are 
going upmarket—and the carmak¬ 
ers cannot help it Customers wfil 
not tolerate a hard! and noisy ride, 
no matter how cute and quirky the 
car, which means that incredibly 
sophisticated ride and handling 
packages have been incorporated 
In the latest cars. 

But severe crash' regulations 
. have also necessitated huge invest¬ 
ment to ensure that new minis are 
' safe. The technology is expensive to 
develop but has prompted, in the 
case- of die A-class, die biggest 
advance for years. 

' in a front-on crash, the driver 
and passenger are only protected 
by the strength and “deJonotability” 
.of the nose; in other words, the 
bonnet and front structure need to 
absorb and dissipate the impact 
long before it reaches the passenger 
cabin. That is the hardest trick to 
perform on a small car. simply 
because the nose is short and 
stubtyi no more than a container 
for the engine. 

On impact, the engine is almost 
first in toe firing line, no matter 
how big the bumpers and strong 
the beams designed to absorb, the 
shock, and which run lengthways 
through the car. The chances, .are 
high that the engine will be 
■smacked, like a tennis ball on a 
•racquet, firing it towards the legs of 
the driver and passenger. In bigger 
cars, there is enough space in 
which to manage the impact: in a 
small car, you are virtually sitting 
with your feet right up against the 
engine. 


Which set Mercedes’ designers 
chi their path to a unique idea, 
packaging the engine out of harm’s 
way, yet still allowing the cabin to 
be free of intrusive gearbox or 
engine bulges. 

The designers made a sandwich, 
the top layer a floor that stretches 
from the throttle, clutch and brake 
pedals to the rear bumper, the 
bottom layer a steel protective 
cover. In between is the fuel tank, 
battery, front and rear axles, fuse 
box and exhaust system. The four- 
cylinder engine has been “sliced” 
and flattened and lays with the 
gearbox at the entrance of the 


sandwich, against the passenger 
cabin front wall. That leaves the 
nose free to contain the plastic bits- 
and-pieces. such as the washer 
bottle, and stronger impact absorb¬ 
ing beams. 

In a crash, the engine is pushed 
down and into the sandwich floor 
instead of into the passenger cabin. 
It is a brilliant yet simple solution 
that gives the new A-class the level 
of crash protection only found in 
big executive cars, according to 
Mercedes, which unveiled the car 
for the first time this week at the 
Geneva Motor Show. 

Even Rover’s attempt to spoil the 


launch by showing off concept 
ideas for a Mini for tire next century 
did nothing to stymie the reception 
of the A-class. Rover's bug-eyed 
concept cars only confirmed that 
Mercedes is set on a path that no 
other carmaker in the world is yet 
ready to follow. 

Rover’s designers came up with a 
similar solution to those at 
Mercedes, sticking a three-cylinder 
engine under the back seat but 
driving the rear wheels, unheard of 
among small cars these days. Geoff 
llpex. Rover’s design and concepts 
director, says die rear wheel-drive 
idea was simply for “crash man- 


ROVER S GREAT IDEA - SHAME IT WON’T HAPPEN 


WHEN Sir Alec lssigonis was 
given the go-ahead to build a 
revolutionary new Mini 40 years 
ago this week, legend has it he 
drew his first sketch on the back 
of a cigarette packet. 

Now the men charged with the 
job of designing a new Mini fur 
2000 seem ham¬ 
strung by Sir 
Alec's simple bur 
brilliant idea: he 
decided to pack- 
age a four-seater y/ 

car into a box and 
bonnet just 10ft 
long. To do that 
though, he had to 
find somewhere 
to put the engine. 

So he turned it 

sideways and „ -** 

stuck it on top of a - 

gearbox able to Newly rev 


transmit power to the front 
wheels. That left the cabin space 
untouched — an idea which 
spread to the extent that just 
about every type of small and 
medium-sized car on the market 
today uses a similar layout. 

This sketch, not seen before, of 


^•-7. 


Newly revealed sketch shows Rover’s wishful thinking 


the Mini concept cars at Geneva 
this week shows Rover’s design¬ 
ers wanting to put the engine 
under the rear seats driving the 
rear wheels. The design is com¬ 
pact and clever, with the four- 
door version about the same 
length as an A-class but with the 
interior space of a 
_ BMW 7-series ex- 

ecu tire saloon. 
Pity, then, that 
VsX Rover is forced to 

retain the original 
V A front-engine, 

—\ front-wheel-drive 

layout, pioneered 
| by Sir Alec, 

% because the com- 

I P^y has no en- 

gine short or 
^ x. J r angled enough to 

—— fit under the rear 

I thinking seats. 


agement and manoeuvrability”. 
Having the engine in the front got 
in the way of stronger and more 
absorbent crash beams, which 
have to weave around the block 
and its attendant components, 
while the front wheels could not 
turn as folly, obstructed by the 
mountain of metal between them. 
With rear wheel-drive, the front 
wheels could hare the concept Mini 
turning on a pound coin. 

Upex told me on Rover's Geneva 
stand that it was an elegant 
solution for a small car. "We are 
having to deal with crash regula¬ 
tions which were unimaginecl in 
the days of Sir Alec. Having the 
engine up front just makes the job 
that much more difficult, but in the 
rear, it is out of the way and leaves 
the space clear for us to design the 
toughest structure.” 

So the new Mini for the year 
2000 will be rear-engined, offering 
better-than-ever crash protection 
and cabin space. Er, not exactly, 
because Rover is locked into a deal 
to take conventional 1.4-litre en¬ 
gines from Chrysler, which will 
only fit under the bonnet. The Mini 
concepts were actually IS months 
old and a long way from the final 
version due to be signed off by 
BMW, Rover’s owner, later this 
year. Bemd Pischetsrieder, BMW'S 
chairman and Issigonis's nephew, 
derided the Mini had to be 
recognisabjy a successor to the 
original: so. 40 years on. the Mini 
for the millennium will still be a 
front-engined, front wheel-drive. 

Which leaves the technological 
field clear for Mercedes, unless 
Rover has some sparkling ideas 
none of us can yet imaffne. 

However, to describe the A-class 


as a mini is slightly optimistic. It is 
•short (just 3.57 metres compared to 
die Ford Ka"s 3.63) but tall (more 
than 220mm higher than a Ka) and 
wide (88mm fatter than Ka). That 
height also helps make A-dass 
safer because occupants sit about 
20 centimetres higher than in a 
conventional hatchback; in a side 
an collision, the impact should 
come below hip height and at the 
strongest part of the car in the door 
sills. 

For all its modem styling, the A- 
class seems a bulky car, the overall 
impression more of a squashed VW 
Golf in which you sit rather stiffly 
upright, like a schoolchild told to 
pay attention. There is lots of 
iegroom though, oddly, headroom 
seems restricted in spite of the 
vehicle’s height. And the engines 
are hardly mini-sized: 1.4 and 1.6- 
litre petrol engines and two 1.7-litre 
diesels, with a power range from 60 
to 102 horsepower. So this Mini will 
be equally at home cruising as 
negotiating crowded dry streets. 

The mix obviously appeals 
because Mercedes has already 
logged interest from 3300 potential 
buyers in the UK. One chauffeur- 
hire company has ordered 25. 
which will be plush, luxurious, 
leather-trimmed and air-condition¬ 
ed versions for use around London 
and the South East. Sales, which 
start next Spring, could be as high 
as 22,000 a year here, with custom¬ 
ers ranging from young city singles 
to families who want to buy a safe 
second car. 

They will pay for the privilege of 
owning an A-class — between 
EI3.000 and E15.000 — but they will 
also be buying the first generation 
of mini car to depart from engineer¬ 
ing ideas laid down four decades 
ago. The age of Sir Alec might be 
ending, but the age of the Mercedes 
mini is dawning. 
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“You are what you drive” is a marketing-led fallacy that scares us into buying self-<ieprecating win d ow stickers and shunning perfectly good cars 

Snobs have Skoda ~t- 


marqued for life 


O ne of the best-selling car 
stickers of the last de¬ 
cade or so has been the 
one that siarts "My 
other car’s a..." to be completed 
by Rolls-Royce. BMW or 
Mercedes. The sticker is most ofren 
to be found in the back windows of 
Skodas. bur also appeared in older 
Minis and the more prosaic Fords. 

The owners who display these 
slickers are having a little defen¬ 
sive joke at their own expense, a 
verv Britis'h trait. They are saying: 
“You must think I’m a real bore 
because of the car l drive, but at 
least I am aware of my deficiency.” 

At the heart of these apologetic 
displays is car snobbery , oven and 
inverted. We are what we drive, in 
the eyes of many, and car com¬ 
panies shamelessly exploit our 
weakness for imagery if we 
cannot have the BMW or the 


DRIVEN TO 
DISTRACTION 


Peter 

Barnard 


Mercedes, then we shall demon¬ 
strate our awareness of rhe short¬ 
coming with a jokey sticker. 

Recently, two items in television 
programmes have demonstrated 
that car snobbery runs deep, to the 
point where one hardly knows 
whether to laugh or ay. One 



example, was provided by a blind 
testing of the new Skoda Felicia 
mid-range saloon up against sev¬ 
eral rivals, including the Vauxhall 
Vectra and the Audi A4. 

The cars’ budging was covered 
with sticky tape and ordinary 
drivers were invited to look them 
over (though not drive them). 
Nearly everyone liked the Skoda, 
several people said it was the besr 
car of the lot and others put it 
second only to the Audi. But once 
the badging was revealed, some of 
those who had previously said they 
would buy the Skoda changed 
their minds. A Skoda? No way. 

On another television pro¬ 
gramme. Top Gear, four 
“repmubiles" were tested and giv¬ 
en marks out of ten in various 
categories: handling. perfor¬ 

mance. comfort, etc. The car that 
came out on top was rhe Ford 



Mondeo. This was no surprise to 
me because I own one and I know 
how good it is. 

There are plenry of people 
however who would no more be 
seen dead in a Ford than they 
would in a Skoda [the latter 
incidentally, is one of the most 
successful rally cars of all time). 
The biggest mountain in the range 


of obstacles carmakers have to 
cross is nor build quality, or speed, 
comfort or even price: it is image. 

At various times I have owned a 
couple of (second-hand) 7-series 
BMW's, in the days when ihe 7- 
series had an elegantly’ beautiful 
body. Undoubtedly it was a rerrific 
car with terrific engineering. Now 
they have the wedged rear end that 


makes them look like any other car 
but I don't doubt the quality is as 
good as ever. 

For every- BMW driver who has 
made a detached judgment, i 
would bet there are four who have 
bought a badge. Therein lies the 
proof that marketing the image 
works, and BMW are the past 
masters. But There is an important 


rider, selling on image will never- 
work unless the image Has first- 
been built on quality. 

The image builders also have to' 
to be aware of which names work 
for them and which againA When.' 
BMW bought Rover it was not die;. 
Rover name they wanted but the 
names Rover owned, such as Land 
Rover arid Mini. There are a Iataf 
marques patented to Rover, like- 
Riley and Morris, which will most 
likely never be seen again. 

So look out for the next-genera- 
tion Mini: the name Rover will not ‘ 
appear in the marketing, or on the 
car. The brand image of the word 
Mini is so strong that h is the only 
word needed to sell it. 

IF proper nouns are important. 
so are adjectives and adverbs. If it 
looks like a duck and quacks like a 
duck then surely it is a duck. No: 
the new BMW touring looks like 
an estate car and does the job that 
an estate car is supposed to do. But 
according ro BMW it is not an 
estate car. because that description 
has undesirable associations. 

Pretentious? Not arf, govYior. 
But you can be sure thar large 
numbers of people who would no 
more drive an estate car than wear 
brown in town will buy this estate 
car. Skoda, even under VWTs 
ownership, has a long way to go.. 

_:_I- - - rti 


Drivers fume at 
car park clamp 
on kind deeds 


P enny-pinching councils 
have dreamed up a 
scheme ro stop good 
deeds in their car parks. The 
plan will stop kind-hearted 
motorists from passing unex- 
pi red parking stickers to other 
drivers. 

New machines introduced 
in towns as far apart as Bristol 
and Basildon. Thurrock and 
Wigan require motorists to 
key- in their registration num¬ 
bers. As well as discouraging 
generous deeds the machines 
nave caused confusion. 

The Transport Research 
Laboratory quizzed motorists 
in Wigan using the “registra¬ 
tion number" pay-and-display 
machines and discovered one 
third had problems obtaining 
their ticket while two thirds of 
those questioned were unhap¬ 
py with the system. 

Electrician David Price, b2. 
is typical of drivers who have 
been baffled by the machines' 
complexity and found they 
have innocently incurred a 
parking penalty. He dashed 
off after putting 60p into a 
machine in Grays. Essex, and 
found he had to pay a £lo fine. 

He says: "1 didn’t realise the 
system had changed. At firsi 1 
couldn't get a ticket. Then I 
saw a key pad and I pressed 
four for the 
number of 
hours I want¬ 
ed. The ticket 
came out and 
I stuck it in¬ 
side my 

windscreen. 

"I was 

amazed to find 1 had a fixed 
penalty notice when l got back, 
until another motorist ex¬ 
plained the new system. He 
said loads of people didn't 
understand it. 1 Telephoned the 
council to complain but they 
said 1 had ro pay the fine. It 
rose to £30 after seven days 
and then £100, so 1 paid up but 
I’m furious. How many people 
read the small print of pay- 
and-display machines? When 
I examined it carefully i found 
a small piece of paper stuck 
inside the machine explaining 
what to do." 

According to councils that 
have installed the machines, 
passing on unused time for a 
parking place is nor a good 
deed but a serious offence, 
reducing the authorities’ park¬ 
ing revenue. However, the 



Jenny Knight 

on councils' 
confusing rules 

Transport Research Laborato¬ 
ry found that councils' revenue 
from the new machines hardly 
changed. 

The Automobile Association 
says the system is over compli¬ 
cated and is asking the De¬ 
partment of Transport to stop 
the spread of machines “which 
confuse drivers and do not 
provide any benefits for park¬ 
ing control". 

Most councils who operate 
the machines refuse to allow 
appeals against parking tick¬ 
ets on the basis of mistaken 
entries or simple confusion. 
Yet a spokesman for Thurrock 
Council claims that the system 
was introduced to help the 
public “Dozens of local au¬ 
thorities now use the 'registra¬ 
tion number* machines. We 
were told that although they 
wouldn’t increase our revenue 
much, they would reduce the 
u»t>> of queries over parking 
penalties. 

“Previously when people got 
parking rickets they would 
turn up with a sticker showing 
the right time 
and date and 
say it had fall¬ 
en on the 
floor. Now if 
they turn up 
with a sticker 
which shows 
the right time, 
right date and carries their 
registration numbers there is 
no argument They have a 
valid ticket and we accept their 
claim." 

But he added that excuses 
from Mr Price and others like 
him would not be accepted. 

Which leaves an unhappy 
Mr Price, saying: “I paid the 
right money and didn’t fraud¬ 
ulently use someone else 1 ? 
ticket. It’s just another way of 
ripping people off. It’s petty, 
unjust and pointless. It’s the 
sort of irritating measure 
which drives people to use out- 
of-town shops where parking 
is free. This new type of 
machine will penalise people 
who are in a hurry, or are 
preoccupied such as mothers 
looking after a couple of 
children." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


■ WOMEN SHUN motorcy¬ 
cles as a means of transport, 
according to AA Insurance. 
Britain's biggest motoring 
organisation says of 300 re¬ 
quests for motorbike insur¬ 
ance quotes, just 25 came from 
women and five or those 
shared a bike with a husband 
or son. A quarter of women 
bikers own a motorcycle cost; 
ing between £500 and £600 
but most ride lOOcc to I25cc 
machines or mopeds. 

■ ROLLS-ROYCE this week 
introduced its new chairman. 
Graham Morris, former sales 
chief at Rover, who joins the 
luxury carmaker after a three- 
year spell at Audi.- Graham 
will be glad of the rest after 
commuting weekly from his 
British home to Audi's Ger¬ 
man headquarters at Ingol- 
stadL He flew there and back 
more than 220 rimes, leaving 
home on a Sunday nighr and 

returning on Friday. He was 
only in his new office at Rolls- 
Royce in Crewe for an hour 
and 23 minutes, however, 
before jetting off to Geneva. 


■ MIDDLE-AGED execu¬ 
tives at the Geneva Motor 
Show had to sit down and 
drink a glass of water after 
hearing news that Sophia 
Loren, the sex symbol and 
movie star lusted after by 
generations of men. is a car 
fan. Not just cars, specifically 
good old British Range 
Rovers. Tom Purves. Rover’s 
sales chief, says the gorgeous, 
pouting and now somewhat 
ageing Sophia dined with the 
company's sales boss in Italy 
and declared her loyalty to the 
big off-roader from Solihull. 
Sigh... 

■ ROGER KING, former 
Tory MP for Longbridge in 
Birmingham, now garrulous 
public relations man at the 
Society of Motor Manufactur¬ 
ers and Traders, should ar¬ 
range a getting-to-know-you 
lunch with his long-time chief 
executive, Ernie Thompson. 
At the SMMTs Geneva Mo¬ 
tor Show cocktail party. King 
announced his boss as “the 
man who needs no introduc¬ 
tion: Ernie Thomas". 



Fire and theft the Mersyside squad checks burnt-out cars to stop their identities being used to mask stolen vehicles 

Insurers to pay police 


B ritain's police forces 
are ro receive an un¬ 
expected boost in 
their fight against car 
crime — from insurance com¬ 
panies. The Association of 
British Insurers will announce 
plans later this month to set up 
a central fond that will be 
available ro help the police 
with specific initiatives. 

The fond, expected to start 
at a modest £100.000. will 
provide material help in the 
shape of vehicles, computers 
and cash to pay for police 
overtime. It will contrast with 
controversial sponsorship 
schemes that have seen the 
name of Harrods and Thresh¬ 
er. the drinks retailer, embla¬ 
zoned on police cars. 

The launch of the fund 
follows trial projects including 
the highly successful Opera¬ 
tion Phoenix run by Mersey¬ 
side Police’s stolen vehicle 
squad. The operation was 
made possible by a £10.000 
contribution from the ABI to 
pay for overtime which 
allowed officers to check an 
additional number of suspi¬ 
cious cars and lorries and 
recover £105.000 worth of 
stolen ones. 

Insurance companies had 
already paid out on the thefts 
and have now been able to 
recover their money. 

"The operation was a useful 
case study and it was pleasing 
that goods were recovered as a 
direct result of our contribu¬ 
tion." Tony Baker, the associa¬ 
tion's deputy director, said. 
"When police forces ap¬ 
proached us in the past for 
help, we sent their requests to 
individual insurance com¬ 
panies. but thar led ertlier to 
nothing being done or to 


A new cash fund is set to combat 
car criminals, reveals Tony Dawe 


duplication because more than 
one company wanted to help. 

“It will be more logical to 
establish a central fond with a 
list of criteria which projects 
must meet. The fond could be 
used, for example, to provide 
an extra motorbike for a 
squad, a laptop computer to 
help coordinate a special in¬ 
quiry or a repeat of Operation 
Phoenix.” 

Detective Inspector Mike 
Barron, head of the 15-man 
Merseyside squad, was de¬ 
lighted at the success of the 
operation. "It proved that 
police stolen-car squads are 
commercially efficient," he 
said. “We are dealing with a 
high value commodity and rhe 
more effort we put in. the more 
goods we can recover. 

"The squad costs £400,000 a 
year ro run but last year we 
recovered more chan £1 mil¬ 
lion worth of stolen vehicles. 
Department overtime is cut 
continually, however, and re¬ 
quests for internal support 
increase every year. This sort 
of funding is rhe only possible 
way we can enhance our 
resources." 

He used the ABI money to 
pay for overtime so that offi¬ 
cers could track down more 
“ringers", stolen cars which 
have been given the identity of 
vehicles written off by the 
insurance companies after ac¬ 
cidents. The Driver and Vehi¬ 
cle Licensing Agency forwards 
details of all applications to re¬ 
register written off vehicles to 
the police but officers do not 
have the time to check them 


all. Merseyside, for example, 
received 1,086 reports from the 
DVLA last year. 

Some of the write-offs will 
legally have been skilfully 
repaired, but others will have 
been sold to thieves who have 
scrapped them after swapping 
the registration plates, vehicle 
identification and chassis 
numbers to stolen cars. 

Official police guidelines re¬ 
quire forces to check only one 
in ten of the DVLA reports but 
Inspector Barron was able to 
check one in four with the 
extra money provided by the 
ABL The result was the recov¬ 
ery of an extra 18 vehicles and 
eight arrests. 

“We were able to look at 
more of the names known to 
the police and suspicious ad¬ 
dresses which appeared on the 
DVLA forms as well as more 
of rhe cars which appeared to 
have been totally wrecked," 
the inspector added. 


H is squad's biggest 
find was an M- 
registrarion Volvo 
lorry tractor unit 
worth £38,000. They also re¬ 
covered a stolen Volvo 940 
worth £ 12 , 000 . a Ford Escort 
and Renault 19. both worth 
E4.400 and several less expen¬ 
sive cars. 

Tile Merseyside squad has 
achieved a reputation for its 
initiatives and is the only one 
to operate a burn-out scheme. 
Whenever a car is found 
bumi-out — and there were 
1.S00 on Merseyside last year 
— the squad sends an examin¬ 


er ro identify the vehicle, which 
he can do even if all the 
obvious identification marks 
have been removed. The police 
will then be on the look-out for 
anyone attempting ro re-regis¬ 
ter a car with the details from 
the bumt-out one. 

Inspector Barron is now- 
hoping to capitalise on rhe 
success of Operation Phoenix 
by persuading the insurance 
industry to support a new 
operation aimed at catching 
villains red-handed as they 
attempt to sell stolen cars. 

“We would follow-up suspi¬ 
cious advertisements in the 
car-trade and local evening 
papers which asked prospec¬ 
tive buyers to call at certain 
times only, suggesting that the 
sellers were operating from a 
callbox or mobile phone." he 
said. 

“We would also check out 
cars being offered at unusally 
low prices. It would only take 
minutes to identify stolen vehi¬ 
cles and the likelihood of 
getting immediate resulrs 
would be high. Yet I can only 
launch such an operation with 
the help of outside funds. 

"I have given the insurance 
companies a challenge. We 
have already delivered on 
Operation Phoenix and 
proved that this sort of spons¬ 
orship can work. Now 1 am 
waiting for them ro respond 
with further investment." 

However. Baker warned: 
“There is a degree of suspi¬ 
ciousness in the industry 
about funding an operation 
because people believe the 
police are there ro do just that. 
Bur if companies are reawer¬ 
ing money they’ might not 
otherwise have received they 
must surely see the benefit." 


AUTOFAX by David Long and Us Evans 
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AA GRIDLOCK GUIDE 


• LONDON 

M4 junctions 1-2 and A4, 
Chiswick area; various week¬ 
end closures. A4 closed 
between the M4 junction slip 
roads under the elevated sec¬ 
tion. Diversions. M4 dosed to 
through-traffic between junc¬ 
tions 1 and 2. (Brentford). 
Diversions via the A4. 

A306 Hammersmith Bridge 
dosed both ways. 

A304 Fulham Broadway dosed 
both ways between ■ Harwood 
Road and Barday Road. 

A3 Kingston Bypass; north¬ 
bound lane dosed between 
Shannon Comer (A298) and 
Coombe Lane junction (A238). 
Ml junction 2 Hendon area; 
major roadworks. 

A406 Upper Edmonton; major 
roadworks. 

A3212 Westminster Bridge 
dosed overnight and at week¬ 
ends. 

A232 Wellington; roadworks 
around junction with Manor 
Road. 

All Woodford Green; single- 
lane traffic at junction with 
Bunces Lane. 

• SOUTH-EAST 

M40 junctions la-2; roadworks 
with contraflow. 

A127 East Homden area; 
contraflow and 40mph limit 
M27 junctions 8-10; 
contraflow. 

M2 junction 5-6; inside lane 
and hard shoulder dosed 
both directions. 

M25 junction 2 Dartford; 
daytime southbound lane do- 
sure with various off-peak and 
overnight lane closures. 

M25 junction 6-10; lane 
closures both ways between 
Godstone and the A3. 

A3 near Guildford; Hogs Back 
(A31), roadworks. 

A2S9 Bognor Regis; temporary 
lights. 

• SOUTH WEST 

M5 junctions 8-9; contraflow 
across Avonmouth Bridge — 
50mph limit 

A389, Bodmin; triple mini¬ 
roundabouts and roadworks. 
A30 north of Bodmin; 
contraflow with 50mph limit. 
A35 Christchurch bypass; lane 
dosure between Fountain Way 
and Stony Lane Roundabout 
M5 junction 13; only one lane 
open at roundabout junction 
with the A419. 

A31 Ringwood; contraflow. 

M5 junction 26-27; lane 
dosed in both directions. 

M5 junction 23-22; lane 
dosed. 

• MIDLANDS AND EAST 
ANGLIA 

AI AJconbury; one lane north¬ 
bound. 

All39 Peterborough; 50mph 
limit at junction with the A605. 
A6 near Ml junction 24; 
contraflow in both directions. 
A50 Glenfield Carriageway; 
one lane outbound. Station 
Road dosed at A50 junction. 
A1064 Ade Way Bridge; 
maintenance. 

A43; lOmph convoy-system 
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operating between Geddingtcin. 
and the Little Oakley turning: -'' 
A5 near M6 junction 12; dosed 
both ways. 

A500 Stoke area; contraflow.'. 
A14; contraflow between Bar¬ 
row Bottom and Higham. -* - 
A46 Kenilworth Bypass; road¬ 
works 9am to 5pm. 

A41 temporary lights on 
Bilston Road at the Canal 
Bridge. 

A34 Birmingham; roadworks 
on Stratford Road. 

M5 junction 2; dosing the 
southbound entry and north¬ 
bound exit slips. 

• NORTH 

M6 junctions 37-38; contraflow 
both directions and 50mph 
limit. 

AIM junction 63; 50m ph 

speed limit 

A6 Hazel Grove; northbound 
lane closures. 

M63 junction 10; southbound 
entry slip dosed. 

M63 junctions 11-12; SOmph 
limit 

M6 junctions 25-27; 50mph 
limit 

A585 roadworks near M55 
junction. 

M53 junction 2; only one lane 
open each way. 

A19 Middlesbrough area; one 
lane open each way. 

Ml junctions 34-35; two lanes 
both ways. 

Ml junction 47; lane dosures 
and speed restrictions. 

A19 Moor Farm 

• SCOTLAND 

A947 Oldmeldrum to Banff 
Road; lOmph limit. 

A96 Bridge of Don; roadworks. 
M8 junction 2; lane dosures. 
A8 St Johns Road and 
Corstorphine Road; lane clo¬ 
sures off-peak. 

A7Q1 Burdiehouse Road; 
contraflow off-peak. 

A92 Tay Road Bridge; lane 
dosures Southbound. 

M80 junction 5; contraflow. 
A923, Bothwell Street, 
Dunfermline; roadworks. 

A710 Straiten Road; 
contraflow. 

A9 between Dalnachardodh 
and Dalnaspidal, roadworks 
with lane restrictions in both 
directions. 

A77 Symington; southbound 
lane closure. 

• WALES 

A482 Upper Aberaeron Bridge 
on South Road dosed. 

A48 Carmarthen; temporary 
lights and lane restrictions. 
A5025 City Dulas; one-way 
system over temporary bridge. 
A48 between Langstone and 
Penhow; temporary lights. 

A48 Hill Street Lydney; tem¬ 
porary lights. 

A44 between LJangurig and 
Eisteddfa Gurig; temporary 
lights. 

A458 Pont Sychcoed, 
Cyfronydd; temporary lights. 
Swansea, A4067 Mumbles 
Road; roadworks. 

A472 Pontypool; contraflow 
between Pontymofle and the 
Heron Roundabout 
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faQurPCworid,. S ybaritic outrageousness is only a ‘concept’. But there was plenty at Geneva, says Vaughan Freeman 
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Chrysler's 
Phaeton, main 
picture and top, 
narks back to 
jazz-age self 
indulgence. 

But Rinspeed’s 
single-seat 
Mono Ego. 
•above, takes 
the prize for 


Bertone’s 4x4 
sports utility 
design for Alfa 
Romeo is both 
dramatic and 
practicable 



G orgeous, gold, gigantic 
and glittenng. Chrys- 
lert way-over-the-top 
Phaeton is a car that 
F. Scott Fitzgerald's super-rich soci¬ 
ety adventurer Jay Gaxsby would 
have felt perfectly at home in. It’s 
the sort of. car that Cary Grant - 
might have been diauffeured in to^ 
prewar Hollywood premieres. 

Hying straight in the face of 
today's motoring wisdom that 
smaller is better, Chrysler has 
opted for the- bigger: biggest, best 
approach with it s outrageous ane[._ 
stunning Phaeton show car. : 

:At; this .weeks Geneva' Motor 
Show, European manufacturers 
were vying with each other tocrara 
as much , passenger space and as 
many seats as possible info the 
shortest, smallest, narrowest cars, 
with Mercedes setting the: pace 
with its new A-dass. 

Undauntedby tediouslytinglain- 
orous. politically correct — if com¬ 
mercially and politically relevant — 
considerations, Chrysler has pro¬ 
duced a concept car which^throws 
all notions of producing anautomo- 


’s tempting Phaeton 


tive version of Dr Who’s Tardis into 
foe rubbish bin. 

. The Phaeton eschews recyclable 
plastics and ultra-lightweight and 
.recycled materials. Instead, it is a 
gleaming 18ft of highly buffed 
chrome, mirror-like steel wheels 
and deeply plush leather. More 
than 6ft wide, the Phaeton makes 
no concessions‘ to crowded roads, 
and it seats just four — though in-- 
.xfob^dass^'conrfort, cossetted in 
'white bather-shrouded seats as big 
as sofas. Instead of experimenting 
with battery power, fed cells or 
miniscule petrol or diesel engines, 
the Phaeton' follows die traoionaJ 
Detroit Motor Town route and is 
powered by a vast petrol engine 
that would keepa small oil refinery 
in business non-stop. Under the 
bonnet is a 5.4-litre, VI2 engine with 
a splendid 48 valves producing an 
' enormous 425 brake horse power. 

There are not one but two 
windscreens, one in the usual place 
at the front and another retractable 


screen ahead of the rear-seat pas¬ 
sengers. so that when the car's roof 
is stowed invisibly away, the people 
in the back can enjoy their open-top 
motoring without the inconve¬ 
nience of the slipstream upsetting 
their carefully coiffed hair. 

Chrysler is more, than happy to 
admit that the inspiration for the 
Phaeton is drawn from half 1 a 
century ago, from its 1940 Newport, 
a vehicle which was used during 
the wartime era for conveying die 
rich and famous in supreme com¬ 
fort — and which strangely aban¬ 
doned its stately image to be the 
pace car at the 1941 IndianopoJis 
500 race. 

True, Chrysler, like other manu¬ 
facturers, has also developed its 
concept mini cars to cash in on the 
trend towards ever mare sophisti¬ 
cated yet smaller cars. Even so, 
with cars like die Dodge Viper and 
the Prowler. Chrysler has made a 
habit of showing off concept cars at 
motor shows, only to turn them into 


road-going production vehicles 
within a matter of years. Could that 
mean the Phaeton will one day no 
longer be a dream car but a 
production reality? 


T om Gale, Chrysler's prod¬ 
uct development executive 
vice president, believes 
that, just as car makers 
can exploit the development of 
niche markets in the small-car 
sectors, so there will always be a 
place for specialist big cars too. 

Gale says: “I don't think that, in 
general terms, cars like the Phaeton 
will ever be built in large volumes. 
The Phaeton concept does suggest, 
though, that we like to look at 
styling icons, to produce vehicles 
that are larger than life. Concepts 
like the Phaeton enable us to 
elevate our thinking and our 
image. 

“The Phaeton itself is a very 
serious design statement as well as 
looking back to the past It is a 


matter of finding tilings that are 
significant and memorable, and 
which customers relate to. As for 
big cars themselves. I think there 
are times when it is worthwhile 
considering that, just because larg¬ 
er vehicles are not consistent with 
the direction that most modem 
vehicles in general are taking, that 
doesn't mean that there will never 
again be people able to afford 
something that is unique. People 
want tilings that are unique." 

Gale says it is unlikely that the 
Phaeton would ever take to the road 
in its present shape without consid¬ 
erable changes. Even so, he adds, it 
is likely that many of the details in 
the car — such as the exquisite satin 
chrome used on the dashboard, the 
huge dials, a dock and a speedom¬ 
eter set info the hack of the cart 
centra] divide so that the rear 
passengers know what is going on. 
even the car’s badges — could well 
find themselves built into future 
Chryslers. 


The Phaeton embodies an Ameri¬ 
can motoring tradition and brings 
it to life once again, an era of huge 
cars, unfettered by the constraints 
of tiny garages in semi-detached 
homes, of cramped inner-city park¬ 
ing spaces, or the modern-day guilt 
that attaches to a car that is clearly 
expensive and expansive. 

With its two-tone champagne- 
pearl colouring, huge grille, and 22- 
inch highly polished wheels 
Phaeton is no such shrinking violet 
and recognisably harks back to the 
days when the wild, the beautiful 
and tiie rich not only had money to 
spend on cars, but did so — and 
then flaunted it 

Given today’s climate of automo¬ 
tive political correctness, isn't the 
Phaeton a little out of touch? 
Design director Neil Walling ar¬ 
gues it is not “With Phaeton we 
expanded the use of today's con¬ 
vertible by giving it four doors and 
two windshields. We took an 
elegant design that was originally 


intended for the wealthy and we 
created a practical, contemporary 
convertible." 

Still, designers are allowed to run 
riot occasionally — especially at a- 
motor show, and-at Geneva all die ■ 
best were there—from Pininfarina, 
which styled Peugeot's glorious 406 
coupA to Bertone. which showed 
off a dramatic new 4x4. badged and 
grilled as an Alfa Romeo. The 
wheelbase is mid-range so the Alfa- 
Bertone sports utility is not long 
though tall 

Will it go into production? Well, 
Alfa bosses were touting the idea 
that they would like to have distinct 
sports and leisure vehicle ranges, 
so Bertone's concept might have set 
the wheels turning. 

But the award for most outra¬ 
geous car went to Rinspeed with its 
evocation of classic single-seat race 
cars, the Mono Ego. As long as a 
Mercedes S-cIass and powered by a 
32-valve, 4.6-litre V8, the Rinspeed 
will rocket to 62mph in 4.S seconds 
and on to 160mph. Should be a bit 
of a struggle finding a place for die 
shopping though. 



Unclean fun with our 
prize mud-slinging pair 


M olly and Alan Grif¬ 
fiths had a “wonder¬ 
ful time" up to their 
axles in mud last weekend: 
their prize for winning the Car 
97 off-road competition. 

“We completed 91-3 miles, a 
lot of them wading through 
water and charging up and 
down hills. It was nice to get 
somebody else's Land Rover 
dirty," Alan joked afterwards. 

The couple were provided 
with a Land Rover Discovery 
by Marshalls of Peterborough 
as part of their prize entry to 
Midland Auto Trader four- 
wheel-drive day. 

“The vehicle amazed us with 
what it could da One minute 
we were going down into a 
gully with no apparent way 
out and then suddenly we 
were dear," Alan said. 

“The only thing which de¬ 
feated us was the steepest hUI- 
dimb, which was like trying to 
get up the side of the canyon. It 
was well chewed up by the 
time we readied it. We got so 
far and had to give up, but 
those who did it were in very 
professional rally cars with 
heavy duty tyres and roll bars. 

“We scored 317 points and 
since the winner only got 375 


Buy a sensibly priced Berlin go. left, and the whole family's laughing. The wood-veneered Wagon R might leave everyone else in fits, however 


Invasion of the people-movers 


Y ou bought the surf¬ 
board and the moun¬ 
tain bike — but nowyou 
need the electric drill and a 
saw. Forget chrome and leatft-' 
er. Suzuki has opted for the 
MFI look by putting skirling 
boards on its bizarre new. 
vehicle. 

Just to underline the ex¬ 
tremes of modem car design, 
the fivMloor Wagon R* was 
unveiled at the Geneva Motor 
Show apparently to appeal to 
that alien species who not only 
have time to drive but to 
windsurf, ski bicycle - any¬ 
thing involving Lycra. 

To describe Suzuki 1 * choice 
of colour schema for its new, 
little vehide as... well, totegj" 
native, would be understate¬ 
ment, but British eyes wiled 
when the wraps rame off the 
-wood" dad -version. Memo- 
the old Morris 1000 
Traveller leapt into some 
minds; hours of trying to get 
self-assembly wardrobe to 
'stand up straight into others. 
Surely, only the hardiest sense 
of humour would alow a 
British driver to park 
woody Wagon R+ m the drive. 

Still the wood finish was 
tasteful by comparison with 


Get an MFV. Get a lifestyle. Get the message? 
Vaughan Freeman and Kevin Eason see the future 


the all-whiie Sport version and 
the Cruiser, which included 
astonishingly white interiors. 
The Mitre Wagon R+ — just 
lift long — is the small-scale 
end of a range of people- 
movers -infesting Europe's 
showrooms. Everybody is 
making a multi-purpose, sit- 
where-you-like. put-ariything- 
in-lt vehide — and if they 
aren’t, they will 
According to carmakers the 
world over, owning a saloon 

or estate is not enough because 

you want to satisfy your 
lifestyle. And even if you don’t 
have a family, you might want 
a versatile vehicle that has 
between one and seven seats 
and a big load-space, bur 
which drives like a car, some¬ 
thing off-roaders do not do. _ 
Ten years ago. people cam¬ 
era took just 10 per cent of 

sales, but that is forecast to 
double by2005 as our lifestyles 
flourish, we don our wetsuits 
and ski jackets and head 
happily off into the sunset, our 
families chirruping contented¬ 


ly in seats capable of being 
transformed into configura¬ 
tions from aircraft-style rows 
to four-place card tables. 

Which is why Citroen is 
jumping into the market nexi 
spring with its oddly-named 
Bertingo Multispace. 

Refreshingly — and unlike 
much of the competition 
though — it will be relatively 
cheap at less than E13.000. 
Citroen has decided that it will 
sell a basic, one-choice vehicle: 
just three metallic colours with 
co-ordinated interiors to pick 
from and one package of 
equipment. That policy of 
simplicity will allow Citroen to 
maintain bargain-basement 
prices at a time when a lot of 
people-carriers are demand¬ 
ing some executive car-style 
prices and should help make 
the Berlingo pretty popular 
throughout Europe. 

Actually, the Mulrispace is a 
converted version of the "Van 
of the Year" Berlingo. You will 
not be surprised to discover 
that its humble origins as a 


commercial vehicle are sub¬ 
merged in ihe sales blurb by a 
rosier picture of a "lifestyle 
vehicle that will appeal to the 
growing band of fun-seekers. 
Mountain hikes, scuba gear, 
surf-hoards and all manner of 
outdoor leisure equipment, to¬ 
gether with five adults, can be 
accommodated." Yawn. 

However, the Berlingo dues 
offer Ihe htxil space of a 
Oilmen XM in a small pack¬ 
age, powered by 1.4-litre perrol 
or 1° diesel engines. With 
huge windows ail round, it 
also features an electric sun¬ 
roof that slides ihe whole 
length of the vehicle so that 
those in the hack as well as the 
front can have their hair wind- 
tousled. 

The five-door Mulrispace 
can seal five, along with .VH Jkg 
nf luggage, and. Nays Citroen, 
can trundle around town just 
as well us cruise on the 
motorways. 

Berlingo owners might he 
passed i m the motorway 
though hy yet another new 


vehicle from Mercedes-Benz. 
The Germans are getting 
ready io launch their "all¬ 
activity vehicle", the M-class, 
on ro the market in the Llnited 
States late this year and the 
UK in 1998. 

M-cl ass will also be a seven- 
seater but capable of going off¬ 
road too — more a Range 
Rover eater than a Berlingo 
beater — and will probably 
cost top Land Rover prices in 
Europe even though it is being 
made at a new plant in 
America. Mndass wll also 
have every latest gadget, from 
anti-lock brakes to anti-skid 
technology, plus a simple 
push-button low-ratio gearbox 
for driving off-road. 

Power comes from Merc's 
new 3.2-litre V6, an engine 
which has two spark plugs per 
cylinder which. Mercedes' en¬ 
gineers say, will mean lower 
exhaust emissions and better 
fuel economy, even though the 
vehicle is big and bulky. 

Inevitably, the target audi¬ 
ence for drivers of this vehicle 
will have one attribute sought 
hy carmakers above all others 
- a lifestyle, you know those 
scuba-diving, biking, abseil¬ 
ing. sky-diving.,. 


Tony Dawe on 
our winners’ 
weekend drive 

we think we did pretty well, 
especially as it was the first 
time we had entered a test like 
this." 

Stephen Barrett and Chris¬ 
topher Gedney of Boston, 
lines, took the first prize, with 
Julie Loades and Jaqueline 
McDonald of Peterborough 
claiming the Car 97 award. 

Molly and Alan, of Harmer 
Hill, Shrewsbury, only en¬ 
tered our competition after 
being sent the details by their 


son who is serving overseas in 
the Army. They have owned 
Land Rovers for the last 25 
years but never entered them 
in rallies. Alan recently retired 
from the grain trade. 

Last Saturday's event 
seemed designed to put only a 
little strain on the Griffiths’ 
marriage: Alan was forced to 
drive one section blindfolded, 
guided only by instructions 
from his wife. 

For another test Alan had to 
drive into a box formed of 
traffic cones with a trailer 
hitched to the Land Rover, and 
then Janet was required to 
reverse oul “She did it without 
getting any penalty points," 
Alan said proudly. 




Alan and Molly Griffiths 
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Technical superiority. Engineering 
Fhp nrir.p vnu na\/ when vou buy second 


excellence. 

hand 


Audi f{f (T0 


For more information about the Audi Approved Used Car Programme ca!i 03^5 5SS 777. 
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Davc- 

Whitohead 
at St Wocc 
Wood 
Au=i AS 
socialists 


95HA8 42QUfirmOSPOWBnarfd Green, 
BfackL^ecHeaiJampWbsh. 
Remo&Lodiig....__£44995 

9GN A83.7, Black Metalc, Eon Clean LeaBiec 
CofnpAtovsRemotoLochiq.'nvaitfiLoad 
FadjtOuseCorW_£39,995 


ST JOHNS WOOD 


96W AS 3.7 TTPIROTOC SPED" AUTO, 

Akntim, BackLeaBis Memory Seats, 
GruseCa^d. Basic Rear HnL.£42395 

97P A8 42 SPORC BneraU Green, Ecm Leafia; 
Bectt Res-Seafe, CniseContd, 
FfemoteLod^BedfcRea'BW_£P0A 


BATTERSEA aJOtflSWOOO 

anRRan.BBret3a.umii 3ka.jauBwnfDn.umK 

0171S24S44 0171236 5000 


Keith Audi 
01296 317010 

m 



O PEN: 
fvlon S.:it 0-7* 
Sunday 10-4 


BfcestarRoad 
Ayfeabuy 
Bucks HP193AL 


GOOD 


Northfieid Audi 

01666 502473 


92JO»eZaLigoldK.eWr-£11495 

93 L10010 E Eomb. Taratffa red. rear boa? ddd kb 

____XI1995 

MLWI.9TnSahMH.Blacli.oWr-£11995 

94 L 8010 E Estate. Indigo roeuHw-£11995 

93 L Owe 16. SUver. efcfr. rekw. watat. rear raw 

_£11995 

95 MW 20 Spot, SE. L«r red. aOop-£13.493 

WLConpcli. Kiagfisiw.eWr-£14595 

94 L10018 Qumro Enw. Emerald. Mi -04595 

»MM 1 . 8 Srttoft*tNue.eMr.*Bojs-£15595 

95 N M I.B SESakxKL Wafaut fees. Stack-£17X95 

96 N M 1X TDi SE Satooo. EncnkL eftfr. PAB. fof B^ss 

London Road, Tetbury 
Gloucs GL8 8HN 


_____£18595 

93 L CAooki 13. tel. Jtoy*-——-— £ L SSW 

96 P M 1 8 SE Saloon. Rapra aeu&c. aJojs. 

92 KS2Co^elWo Mae. da. 51k-£i?5W 

96N AlTDi 110SEAnte Ensrald ovt - 

% N A4 16 SE Auw Salooa. Emerald, eon teatosr. 

ccKapenntM alleys & nee---d?P5 

% N A6 15 TdS 140 bfcp Eszie. MiJBdia. ■alsc.esst 

giop.cx.c --—--—-E55S5 

96 P A6 25 TDi SE 140 bfcp Saloon Rah} rad. leahs. 
train*. am*- 

Audi 


Listers Audi 




ALFA ROMEO 


CALEDONIA. SOUTHAMPTON - C17C3 702260 


9CN Alfa 16410 Super Lusaot Tterimn. SIR. Aloys-£15X95 
95U ABa 164 3XV85upar, Genoa Bkn 5 SpolaAlay*-£14X95 
9BP AKaVWI jBUPioboR ed.Alarm.Aloys.ABS—Elizas 

SEN Alfa 1461XL, MSUflC Dade BfuB. Alarm. ABS-Cl 0/485 

S5M Alfa 148 IXUPrtfeO Red. Aloys. Alarm. ABS-£3X» 


CALEDONIA. WARRINGTON • 01925 416516 


IVER VILLAGE CARS 

QUALITY AUDI SPECIALISTS 


94*M' Cabriolet 2.5S. Maparaa. power h ood, CP.Z 7k . ga^gS 

Oa-WCoupalBOuaino. Saver.con. aabaanoy*-ng* 

93TK 1 S2 Coupe, tndiso.es^h^r.airron. fcSR----£5995 

95TirA616 SE Estate. ImfcEpLESR. Stf. alloys-£15995 

9SH 1 M ZB SBwr. ESa allo w . EW ..-£15995 

94W Coupe 2.0 lewAqua. ESRV7h^--£1^ 

OffM 1 AB *0. saver, ESR. aBoys. CO. 3ai-E13995 

95"W 80IX TDI SE EsfateTitaCk. ESR. RR EW„ afloys-E134W 

94Tyf Coupe 2-6 E, Titan Gray, ar can. afloys---—£1 2995 

SS’MTMlB.neaairbaq.EW.ABS-——-2225 

SSTtT 601X TDf Estate. Chany Red ■AnESR^--r£tSS9£ 
94'L' 100 ZG SE Estate Auto. Ruby Red. aaoys. root rate —£12495 
931*84 model 1 00 Z8SE Estate Black, afloys, Rfr.ESR —£12495 

92T0 1002LB E Ouattnr Estate. Black, a* eon —-5V.BK 

83'L' 8015 TDi SE Estate, Rudy Red. an-con. conife r ; pack £7*395 

93TC 1 Coupe 2.6 E, WhSo, 17” afloys. AW- 

93'fC 80 2JJE Estate, Saver. ESR, ABS. 47k-£ 10995 

93TC802.0E Estate. Blue. ESH. PAS. ABS-£3995 


IVER, RUCKS 

Tel: 01753 650909 Fax: 01753 651019 


“Only an Alfa Romeo Auto Expert 
Dealer can offer you an approved 
used Alfa Romeo with guaranteed 
peace of mind. For your nearest 
Dealer ring 0800 713000.” 


PLATTS. STOKE-ON-TRENT • 01792 599600 


991 AHa 155*5 V* Rad Aloys, Air Cm--£1*995 

8M ABa 1481J71BV, Saver Whim, Aloys. Sunroof.,— £11.985 

95H Ala 14S1JEL, Black. Suraod, ABoys-E8W5 

94L Alla 164 2 j 0 TS Luno, Air Cop. Aloys. Sunrad— £9jMS 
SSL ABa 331^16*. Bad. Moya. Stxral. BodyWL-£6585 


REG VAROV. LEICESTER • 011C 253 £311 


13 

BSN Alta 199*018vTwinSpertt.Sim. SpanPadc.^1*995 

♦12 Wsr- 2 Gr\'. ♦Ft:!? AA Cover. ] 

96N Afta 1491719V, Met Gram. Aloys. Sunrad-£1*995 

— 

96N Alta 1551 JMOv Twin Spar* Piuteo Rad._£11X35 

♦V=l'!C:'a f/::6SCe Chsck. 1 

96N Atta 148IX, Prateo Red. AOoys ... _ E9X9S 


OOP AltaKSl^iev.Sflwr.Moys.SuiiDOf-Cl 1X95 


SON Alta 1481X.WMKI. Aloys. PAS. CasseOe_£9X95 


9GN Alta 1461XL, Pram Rad. Sunroof_£*995 

♦35 Point Check. 430 Day Exchange Pier. 

94M Alta 164 *078 Luaaa, Btadc— £9X95 


83L ABa 155IX Twin Spark, Btodc. Aloys. Swvoof_£7X95 

♦Full Service. ♦Fuliy Vaietec. 

94L Alta 164 2XT* Met Rad. Aloys, Sunroof . .£*995 


D. C. COOK. MANCHESTER • 0161 273 4411 


I-S0N PURV'ES. HORSHAM *01403 221S02 




ERIC C. BURTON. GRIMSBY . 01472 35SS51 


86P AKa 164 2J1 IS Lusso, Mel Bfus. LeaPwr. ADoys_X1IL9fiS B« Afc 164 ZOSupwLuaao. Back_£1*885 

96N AHa 15514TS, Met PrafDO Red. Sport Pack-£11^98 96M Alfa 148tf 2ATBsniwn Grey. MrConcHonv^....£1*435 

96N Att« 145IX.MatGartXMonGreen. AHojpj.SpoflBr_E1lL495 9eP Alfa SpkterZIl 16vTS. BIim. AIrCon,Laamar—PXJA 9SU ABa V>81.7T6*.BoOeGfnen.Unrrmias C10.79S 

93L Alfa 331B» Bottr. Atta Rad. ABoys. Sovoof._£*985 96P Alta GTV CoufM 2.0 IBvTS, MataVc Enach._PXJJL 84H Alfa 164241Super Luno, FUISav«CBhlsnjiy_, 2V.995 

94M Alfa 331.7Turtema, Dakar Gray. Aloys.__E*495 96N Alta IS TSIfiv Saloon, Saver. AUoys_£1*995 94M ABa 1K120TS, Alta Hed, ABS, Pombt Steering—£7X95 


EVANS HALSHAV,'. SHEFFIELD *0114 272 1373 


MARSHALLS. PETERBOROUGH • 01733 898088 


YORK CARS. YORK • 01004 02770$ 


96P Alfa 164*0 Super LuaaoVB Auto, Btack.LBa6iarJ27^B5 96P ABa 164 ZXTS Super Um»o,Mbi Dak Pua. A* Con £17X93 9BP Alfa SpkJnr 10, Rod. Black Leather. Rrt0-_„_JE2SX95 

96P Afta1S2J>T«inSpraf( I MetaKcGreen-£1*985 96P AKa 19524)IBvTS Sport, MmaScPhini-£1*985 ^ AKa 16433)Cteveiteaf, Red, RecaioSeats_E21X95 

S6N Alfa 1552J>TMn Spark, WUsBcPlum,_£1*885 MP AMa 148U6L, Aloys. FVSptfw, ABS. Bac Rort.-X1*995 __ 

97P Alfa 1461 XL,MsteBcBoOaGram_ PJOJl «• 1« 1.718v,PaA**faBkASmod.Aloys. AB8.EMBS 96P "fa 185ZOS«a>».P1om. £1*495 

96P ARa1481.7l8ViMsiaBe Caribbean Breen___-£11JDK WMAKa 158*0 TS, Alfa Had. Suirort, Aloya, AB8__ £*99S S6N Alfa 1481^ 18v, Rod. Sunraal_£11X95 




JORDAN'S, HULL • 01432 222500 


86P Ala 155 ZB 16*TB, Met Rod, Sfftool. RJSpoler. £1*499 
96P AMa 1461J* Rad, StHoot. Morao Aloys, Atera. ABSX1*4B9 
98N Alfa 148 IXLusao, Mai Gray. Afeqf3.R/Spofar. ABS JtllXBB 
96M Alta 145IX, Rod. Airbag, Cental Locking, St8rwL-£10,499 
94L AMa 164 2X TS St^Mr, Rad. Afloys. ABS, StHoot—£9,989 


MG NT ROE MOTORS, BUCKHURST HILL *0131 5C41171 


96N Ala 164 3J> Super Lw, Mat DkGnan. BtaOk Hda- £2*995 

96P ABa 16429 SuparLuwo, ASa Rad. Black Hkta £19X95 

96P Alfa 155IX 16v. PM» Red. AHmg. Aloys, ABS_£1*495 

BSN Alfa 1461J6L, SBver WTta. BacWc SomwL ABS.C10X95 
96N AW 1461A Bolte Grasn. Ak Bas. Power SfaodnBXBXBS 


ROBERT McCALL. AYR *01292 200416 


B6N AlfaSpMar2J1TMnSparkLuaao,S«w_£2*995 

B6P AMa 164Utfafa SparkLusao, U« Rgd__£17X95 

96P Ala 155 *01Mn Spark, Alfa Rad_£1*995 

86P ABa 155*0TfafaSpark,MelBkn.Swraat-£14X95 

BSP AMa 155IX TMn Spade, VadaucCakura-£11,750 


APPROVED 
USED CARS 


Paying 

over 

£300 

to insure your 

Audi? 

ft’s time you had 
the Privilege. 


Call now. 

You couid i 
! save pounds. < 

privilege! 

INSURANCE ' { 

Zx*x:» iN-OrtyEjr* *Sr=-rc:-. j 

0113 2925555 


A6 2.0 Estate. 

IWMrrj. 

Btutweh ce kj. ii.fm! nterw. 
FJ ^wc A a o oc anas criudc 
tnrsaa concrat. faj bar. 

33.000 min widi M 
Amfi Sovta Hnsory. 

1 uieD owner. 

Private sale. £11250. 

1*101707 654165. 






REVVED UP 




trrnrtu £ n V r ‘ e '* ci!r r ' c ' 
VkUUlR c-'er/tr-mg nrr.nrtgoc over 
the oh one 


VROOM 

Your new on: (Jr'iiveroct 
rc your door 

VROOM 

Trade-in facility for veur 
prssftr.t c;sr 

VROOM 

Tvvr p;-yn?r-rt plans to 
cnoo&ft froo'i 

VROOM 

Options: mointcncincc piickaws 

VROOM 

Keep your c.ir for ?,?. or c venss 

VROOM 

Tlxeo ntonthiv pavinxjnts with 
u coroostitive APR 

VROOM 

Guaranjead Rcrtuiie Value 
agreed at the sS«rt* : 

VROOM 

Free Gap insurance'" 

VROOM 

LOW DEPOSIT 


COMPETITIVE RATES 
ON 

HUNDREDS OF CARS 

• ’-oa . •’ . ay - • 

PEtfGEOr .136- - 
htc^f.soo'OE. OTr? : : p.<*a5 

£135.20 £ 26926 

AALONTrr ' v A.*.LT»fTH _ 

APR 9.3% APR 9.0V 

Low cost driving 
delivered to your door** 

8cm ■ 8pm Wor,day*Price y 


PLUS MA.XY OTHEri BEXSEHS 1 Oo.-r- - 4pm Sciyaoy & Sunsay 


CarChoice 


SWAN NATIONAL 

1 O 

Sw=--. N'ct.cnc; Dc, PO SOX 569S. 5- HcgV. ’.ooz. zzzzz::z~. i;;f 



€8 69 70 


Prm csrrr^S a W -r~*r. a-joKzom rraLcL m; <n rrc.-»-.r. A . S?=l :cmj ~.ji‘ Z~ 1$ y-rvi <«»-. 

i *-f r*r i 'ti j cj hrri Mond»o OcX. S :>9-. cs- Am*. Llf-JlS 7C. 

d*t>c^4-. r:^7e. --8 r sor*. 1 ) cl C21? 7i. Ftcl sry.-»*-*- i5 744 zsnz'c i ■ j.si J.43. 

Gvorvntrrd Rnale Vokx: 53J49, <o»>onc4 crwHiry mcinlrrcrc* parkog-? -inc.VATj; EJ7.E2. 

*Scrtjj*afo Iht caochiora ot Ihe ptAcy. AJ1 CcrOroi:* vrbiclet cr.ujt be cornprtbcm.'yely irj-jr-ed. 

Uaimiarid UK orij. ft Sobject fn vehicle end rendition 


AMERICAN CARS 


A84J2 

Quattro Sport 

r?. Crysa; *,«• W» Sr 
Mecsezs Dei niesScrpus 
rarec. Lsc. 



MUSTANG 

GT 

Coav *95. Ok %seen tan 
roof. 460w CD. leather*- 
all optxKis- 

£21X5* 

0468 893057 


Glynns V*fctda Contracts 

CM For latest Special Otters 

EXAMPLES: 

Rat CnquentD_£99m 

VWSaH 8V™_£139ptn 

Speddi«<M Sadi flMwtfelM 

Tel: 01273 729889 
Fax; 01273 324833 


BMW AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


BMW AUTHORISED DEALERS (NOW ON-LINE) 

For an Approved Used Car brochure and details of your nearest dealer call 0800 325600 or E-Mail via the BMW UK Web site http://www.bmw.co.uk 

BIAV AfWWED USEO CARh bUSURlE ONUT HUM BMW AUTHC*CEn OtALEJtSH* > S A SELECTION OF WHCM WE 5MJIW BQ.CM> 



Approved 

Used 

Cars 




jj-b-gL'Am;*0Z 


Wollaston ® 

97P 84DQAnto(nMg^chtevagralBalh9,huge5i»c . PA A 

95M 8400 Adto oeert bks. It llnr grey Hif, lubna cloys, BB. HUM E41X95 
831 7SM I, sorntebhi8.al|iiiB body 1*89164.14111116,87 Ays .15*895 

9EP 7281 Ante an* Hm. Uadt Hde.13*995 

S6P 7281 Aido ans blue, jeyteaiiB.ccnfertsaM^PDC. P.0JL 

96k 72« Auto ascot gran, sand beige tabs .£3*995 

9DH 73SAutoSEste*igsfrH.to* father, sport arspenskm.£13X95 

85H 5381 Aito sorranto. jy6y IbbIvk, hoi pass akbag. Mr con.£2*995 

9411 S25iSEad8nlblue.sfcerre«** .£1*995 

96k 52fflSEToti^i2lyi^fe* aBcor 4 Sorin 5 .no tool, Bilocaas £2*395 

94H 52ft'SEan*c sftw, anJradle doll .£15X95 

92J 52ffi SE graAe sKer, andnde cUl de draring.£1*895 

S3L 5tHSEmal(finsbhie.(M>iasadiag.£12X95 

96N KConedUeeraUon anXc siffirtteiteatM. * con.... £41X85 

95M 1*3 CoavcrUbk datir j«8o*, tteck hood. FCAR.£34X95 

9*1 320i Coupe (eltta*,* eon. heated seats, rear bind, hup £1*995 
96P 32S Sport cosmos N*3l 1C UackBir.hot lodo. a* 0BC, ESR £30X95 

9GP 32S Totting afcfcstoec lux parit.dassfcal 0 y 3 .OT, atom. PJOA. 

96N 32S tefag calypso ied.C8tMa.ASCtT.BlK scab, igfl colour £27X95 

96k 32k Convartijte boston graerL gray tealhai,liuEf)spK.£32X95 

95N SZatCm^e AMta celyjao red, grey dodv,* con.akdricsuwal £26,995 

9EP 3T8I Ttooring basian speen, U colour, naf nrite .JtOA 

98P 318 n Contact aede 9hu spans padt.£17X85 

901 310 4Qr samoa Hue. electric smurf, afatra system.£17X95 

SEN 3181 tOr ranttaal blue. ofacUc sunraol. Siam syflwn.£17X95 

9SN 3iaSGoapeHMra*a>iauactocML£SRgKteH9<»efl £19X50 

85H 318iSE cosmos Wack.£1*250 

95N 31BI ralypso refl, yey doOi, electric smraol .£16X95 

8511 31B* Conie cosnus Mark, grey cfcCi. dedric snrrod.£1*995 

9411 3191SCoqMraorea green, otectricsuraool.hrt logs.£17X95 

B4L 3181 SE boston {yaoi, no smoker jadoge. FSH.£1*785 

94L SIMSEdadt {yam. enhadle doth. BHH.£1*985 

SSL 31k SCpamauttis blue, gwydoiv ESR. F tags. Into support £15X85 

SSL 31fiS Coape |et btefcstectt: sunroof, air bag. RC.£14X59 

93L 3151 mud6BSbhia,groycioBi,elecblC5Utool,inni fogs .£1*995 

93L 3161 )el Mack, gwy dalh. anoaf.£1*9K 

83L 31040rafahewtto.s^xAeAiys,ESR,spoiltFVCkMOMes£1*895 

92K 3161 a**»one.arthracitocWi.£10X95 

96P 310 SE Alto DOMon green, gray date.FXLA. 

96N 31S SE Alto boston green, yey doll.£1*495 

96P 316r Coqre montreal blue, grey cUi. ESR, tore logs.P.OA. 

96P 3161 Oo^m nwaa gaOL luqintsa cHh, hi {Okaa. ESR__ P£LA. 

S5M Uereede* Cl 90 red. cock leafier.£19X95 

95H Mocadncieo Auto. red. back ckto att-emnarfag .£19X95 

Contact Used Car Specialists: 

Ian MacDonald / Gary Loakes 

(01604) 232000 
After hows: 0802 618364 


Stephen James 

Clock Parade, London Road |rU| 
Enfield EN2 6JG 

93L 8500 Auto Bright Red/Black Uhr. 33K-£39X95 

94M 7401 VB Auto Oxfonl/Sdncl Beige Lthr. CVSpec. UK.£33X95 

9514 7401V8 Auto Cosmos BtaduGrey Uhr. 52K_£29X95 

96N 7351 OT Auto Cosmos/Sand Beige Uhr, G"Spec. 9K £ POA 

96P 7281 Auto Aicttc SUvariBlaA Lthr. GVSpec, 6K-£ POA 

96*» 5401V8 A CanyonfledrSand Boige Uhr. FiX Spec...£ POA 

95N 5401 VB Auto Ascot GreefVSflver Laalhsr. 7K_£30,995 

9BN 5251 Auto SE Sorrento BlueTGrey Leather, 20K-£24,496 

96N M3 Evo Conv Cosmos BkAJ Gray Leather. 5K .£40,995 

98N M3 Ewo Cpe Techrv) Wolei/St/wer Ufa. ©Spec, 6K...£38,495 

95M M3 Coupe Cosmos Biack/Sitver Leather. 17K_£31.495 

94M M3 Cpe Daytona VioieVGrey QoltVUhr. ESR. 37K...£2*996 

BSN 3281M Conv Morea Green/Sihier Leaiher. 12K_£3*495 

96N 328i M Coupe Boston/Beige Leather. 9K.-£2*496 

95M 32SI M Coupe Montreal Blue/aiver Leather. 14K_£24,995 

9SN 3281 M Coupe Morea Green/Tuiquoae Cloth, 12K — £23X95 

946* 3251 M Conv Cosmos Biack/Bl&* Leather, 33K_£2*995 

94M 3251 M Conv Mauritius Bkreffilack Leather, 30K_£2*995 

94L 3251 A Conv Jet Black/SaRron Leather. 21K __£2*995 

96N 3251 IDS ASE Cosmos BladUGrey Leather, 10K_£2*995 

93K 3251 Auto Conv Diamond Black/Sihrer Lthr, £3K_£17.995 

95N 3201 ASE Dak BfutfSfrer Cloth. Huge Spec. 27K—£19.895 

93L 32« ASE Stertng Sflver/Anth Cloth. 34K__...£15.995 

92J 3201 A Cpe Alpine Whde/Anth Cloth, ESR. 56K __£14X95 

96P 3181 S A.Cpe Aichc Sflver/Anth Oath. 3K_£24,995 

96N 3181 S M Cpe Cosmos Black/Anth Cloth. 6K_£20,485 

96P 3181 SE M Arctic Siiver/Amh Cloth. 7K-£2*995 

96N 3181S M Cpe Jet Black/SBvar Cloth, 18K-£1*995 

95M 3181 S A Cpe AJpne White/Vk*:! Hue Cbth, ldK ...£17.495 

95M 3181 SE M Calypso Red/Anth Cloth, >2K..£1*495 

95M 3181 SE M Boston Green/Antti Cloth. 23K..£1*995 

Over 70 Approved Used BMWs 
please call tor a complete stock list 

0181 367 2626 

0850 855850 Evenings and weekends 


Holland Park 
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BMW 


WILLIAMS 



N re& dver/bfack leather, 
double glaring. TV. GSM 
phone, doc blinds, cop 1-fiR, 
32k miles. 

£29X00 

01789 295809. 


32Qi Coupe. 

Lreg. 

Colour coded Maiznuiu blue 
with gnry imcrior. 
Electric sun roof. 
FBM97SH, 2*i»» miles. 
BMW wamniy, 

£14,495. 

TeL 01284 S/J/7&. 


to: AnfA 


96N M3 4door Evolution 8,000 rralek —£37,995 
96N M3 Convertible Evolution 
Hard Top....£42,995 


AYLESFORD 
MAIDSTONE 
01622 790320 


BuymyRHBMWZ3 
aflocuion. Dcfivery date 
May/June 97. Your choice of 
colour/trim & Opti on s. 
Offers by 14th March 97. 

0181 780 5480(e)/ 
01978 363813(h). 


M3 COUPE 

19*4 Lrej 
VWiib widimy 
half hide Imnor. 
FBMW5H, BO.OW mb. 

Air control. 

else ui roof, tracker 6 alarm. 

hnmacubUL £23.995 eno. 

Tat 01473 271879. 

SuffoE. 


3181 

TOURING LUX 

bn ML 38k. 1 My owner. 
fflHWSa m«i Hua. 1 yr BMW 
on. wrnly. 

£11.750 

Tek 0117 968 4340. 


840Ci Auto 
9S(M) 

Smoko SOmr MotAted. Shi 
steams Boitsd cram spoke 
a*oyc. Mam. 5&Ss CD. air con 
*000m FBMWSH as new 
£39,995 
FuK Dealer facilities 
01926408484 





325 
AUTO CONV 

931- Calypso/mushroom Ur. afc- 
coi * *-. Urtder 8k mte, mmr 
cno do u u . 

06,950 

0850 215222/01703 
292345. 


SE 735 

J 91. Lazar Blue/ Silver 
Grev tealhor. 27.800 miles. 
1 owner, axcelkmt 
condition. Looks new 

£16,400, 

Tot 01708 621058. 


32 Oi Coupe 

Nov 93L Calypso Rad. lull 
e**aur. OQ. factory farad 
alarm, asr 49k FBMWSH 

£13,500. 
01455 291851. 


3201SE 

AIH0.95M. I8fc. hiue 
FBMWSH. lthr. j/c. 2 
a/h. CD. £19.950 

Tel. 

0181 680 2211 


Manual Artie Slver/Btack 
teether. ad extras, defamed 
on 8tT March. 

Offers. 

Laura 0460666644. 


M3 Evo Coupe 

™r. Jk, m it cond, 
Eonmfl. esr. mar n|r, 
wtoj. maai JTdwm. 
Tradocr 

Optno plauo M3 JOK. 

few £44X00 


3251 

^^SIH RodA«tacli«wL 
"jM^M/ausp/gearinft 
-fey*. FBMWSH. Showrm 
court. 

£13,800. 

Tel; 0181 7484872. 


New Shape, black/sand. 
Piped black, a mile*, 
cons, 

£37,500. 

0161 236 4040 
Office hours 
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Wmr”: 


M .u art Birch drives a rare Sheerline—Austin’s regally cheap ra tio ning-era bid for the luxury market 

Austin-tatious: 

austere Britain’s , ; xfM ) $ 
bargain Bentley 4W'i^ % ^ ..... .. 




W hen is a Bentley not a 
Bentley? When it is an 
Austin Sheerline. 
From its massive Lu¬ 
cas PIOO headlamps to its semi- 
razor-edged boot, the Sheerline 
looks the part And alphabetically it 
even beats the Bentley’s flying-B 
radiator mascot — the Austin has a 
flying A. 

Launched SO years ago. the AJ25 
Sheerline was Austin's cut-price 
answer to the regal set Rolls- 
Royce. Bentley, and Daimler. It, 
too. pampered the privileged in a 
world of leather and walnut, it had 
wings that curled and flowed like 
Hawaiian breakers, it was big. it 
was handsome... but it was 
powered by a 4-litre engine and its 
chassis was said to be the equiva¬ 
lent of railway lines. 

Few who bought such cars 
needed to know about that, though. 
The Sheerline looked the part and it 
was. in today’s sales-speak, “ag¬ 
gressively priced". Originally the 
car had a basic price of £1.000. But 
later in 1947, double purchase tax 
was imposed on cars of that price 
and above. So Austin lopped a 
pound off it and thumbed its 
corporate nose at the Treasury. 

The Sheerline looked totally Brit¬ 
ish, although it was designed by 
Italian-bom Dick Burzi. “Really it 
was a crib of Bentley design,” says 
Ian Coombes, secretary of the 
Austin Sheerline and Princess 
Club, whose 1948 model is possibly 
the world’s oldest working exam¬ 
ple. “Leonard Lord, who was 
managing director of Austin in 
1947. had used a Bentley during the 
Second World War. He wanted 
Austin to create something like it 
and they set to work. Soon after the 
war, he bought a new Bentley 
MKVI, took it to die factory, and 
told his people that was just what 
he had in mind, so they'd better 
make one that looked similar but at 
less than half the Bentley's price." 
Lord eventually opted to create' 
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Proud Duncan Greig with his 
restored white, 1951 Sheerline 

nor one but two prestige cars on the 
same chassis. They were mechani¬ 
cally similar and apparent rivals. 
But while the Sheerline had a 
prewar look, the Austin AI3S 
Princess, with body by Vanden 
PI as, had more modem styling 
with headlamps faired into the 
wings. The saloon Princess was not 
particularly successful although 
the limousine version remained in 
production for more than 20 years. 

The Sheerline, with its heavy 
headlamped gravitas, proved a 
splendid carriage far British am¬ 
bassadors. As a Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley price-beater, it was just 
what the austerity-stricken Foreign 
Office ordered. Its chrome sparkled 
magnificently beneath the setting 
sun of Empire, and, provided 
onlookers didn't happen to have a 
copy of the 1947 Guide to Posh Cars 
in their podcets. the big Austin 
could pass itself off as thoroughly 
grand. 

About 8,000 Sheerlines were 
built between 1947 and 1954. In 
November, 1947, it acquired Royal 
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We have lift-off: The Sheerline's luxury specifications featured a hydraulic self-jacking system 


Status when the Queen and Prince 
Philip were given one by Austin as 
a wedding present. Around Britain, 
the Sheerline found favour as a 
mayoral carriage. It was also built 
as a hearse, an ambulance, a long- 
wheelbase limousine, a timbered 
estate car called the Wentworth, 
and even a van. — the Belfast 
Telegraph had four. The weirdesr 


Sheerline of all was a jet-propelled 
version, but that, like so many 
efforts to produce gas turbine cars, 
was abandoned as impractical. 

Very few Sheerlines survive. “We 
have about 60 registered with the 
Club." says Coombes. “About 25 
are currently roadworthy, but I'm 
sure there are many not known to 
us: thousands were exported. In 


1953, Queen Juliana of The 
Netherlands had a convertible built 
on a Sheerline chassis. It was last 
heard of in the USA — that’s the 
one we really want to find." 

Rather nearer home is a 
Sheerline which the dub knows all 
about, which is owned by Duncan 
Greig. When he was 16, Duncan, 
now 43. fell in love with a Sheerline. 
He bought it for £65 even though he 
was too young to drive: “I just had 
to have it," he says. “It needed 
restoring and I started the work, 
but it was too much for me then. 
Sadly, it went to a breaker. But I 
never forgot that car. My ambition 
was to buy another but it took me 
nearly 20 years." 

Today, Duncan's white, 1951 
Sheerline is almost folly restored 
and looks magnificent “I don't 
know how many hours 1 have spent 
working on the car but it's a lot. I 
just learnt how to do it as I went 
along," he adds. “I do all the work 
on the Sheeriine myself, except for 
the upholstery and wood trim — 
I’m about to spend £450 on that" 

Everything works perfectly, even 


the built-in hydraulic self-jacking 
system. The commanding driving 
position sits behind a vast steering 
wheel and. of course, the seats are 
leather, the dashboard is walnut 
veneer and even the ashtray covers 
are veneered. 

The Sheerline has a four-speed 
gearbox with steering-column 
gearchange, with first and second 
furthest foam the driver, which 
feels unnatural but works well 
enough. I pressed the starter button 
of this near two-ton leviathan, 
released the umbrella-style hand¬ 
brake and we moved off. first gear 
whining, the exhaust sighing. Back 
in the 1950s, all BBC sound effects 
of cars driving away were just like 
this. 

“Hell start away in top gear if 
you ask him to," says Duncan. The 
vague, low-geared steering was not 
as heavy as I had feared, but any 
aircraft-carrier captain would fed 
an affinity with the turning circle 
and the bonnet that stretches ahead 
like a flight deck. 

In fact, considering its size, 
wright and age. the Sheerline is 


reasonably agile except when turn¬ 
ing at low speed. The ride was good 
(this was the first Austin to haw 
independent front suspension) and. 
surprisingly, the road-holding in¬ 
spired confidence, although every¬ 
thing is done relatively sedately. As 
speed reached 60mph, the wind 
started to roar: it is said that 
turning the giant headlamps 
around adds 4mph to the Sheer¬ 
line's top speed. 

“On a run. he’ll do 16 to 17 miles 
to the gallon, around town, about 
10 to 12 mpg on leaded." reassures 
Duncan. 

I started to enjoy this big, stately 
car, sweeping along narrow lanes, 
oncoming traffic slowing and shuf¬ 
fling towards the side of the road, 
drivers and passengers staring 
• uncomprehendingly and mouth¬ 
ing, "What’s that?" 

My wave of thanks may have 
looked just a shade imperious, but 
what the hell — irs that sort of car, 
and they don’t know there's a truck 
engine beneath that mighty bonnet, 
and a pair of railway lines holding 
it all together. 


O ne of the advantages of 
entering our quest to 
find Britain's best 
company car driver is the 
opportunity to try out, albeit 
briefly, the latest Nissan 
Primera SRi, a model aimed 
specifically at the working 
motorist who drives a high 
number of miles every year. 

The Primera is one of those 
cars that is always with us: 
Nissan has refined and updat¬ 
ed die model over the years 
and now offers a wide range, 
from the basic 1.6-litre to die 
newly introduced sporty GT 
version. But the SRi is likely to 
be the favourite of the long¬ 
distance “user chooser” die 
category into which most of 
our Timas/Lease Plan compet¬ 
itors fail 

In five-door hatchback or 
four-door saloon style it offers 
a high, but thoroughly practi¬ 
cal, specification and its chas¬ 
sis was completely revised 
when the model was re¬ 
vamped last year. 

The most immediately no¬ 
ticeable result is much greater 
interior space, which gives the 
driver a real feeling of getting 
“a lot of car for your money” 
even before the engine is fired 
up. The sports seats give 
support in all the righ t pla ces 
and offer lumbar adjustment, 
an essential for the high- 
mileage motorist 
The leather steering wheel, 
prominent rev-counter dial 
and controls that come readily 
to hand in the wrap-around 
cockpit all combine to suggest 
that it might live up to that 
“driver’s car" image with 
which it was launched. 

External body stylrng is 
more aerodynamic than the 
previous model, and the most 
obvious signs of the SRI'S 
performance are a large body- 


* . 


use to win 


Alan Copps checks out the latest Nissan Primera, our 
Times/Lease Plan company drivers’ competition car 


coloured spoiler and alloy 
wheels. 

But these are only skin-deep' 
signs. It is the chassis revi¬ 
sions which do most to justify 
the label The SRi has sports- 
tuned suspension for extra 
grip in all conditions and 
precise handling. This pro¬ 
vides a significant advantage 
at any time, but it is especially 
valuable in the kind of 
manouevring test which forms 
part of our competition. 

That test is far from a party 
piece to enable our contestants 
to show off. Tt is based on the 
kind of everyday parking and 
turning situations that any 
driver might encounter, the 
only addition being that of a 
ball and saucer on the bonnet 
to monitor how smoothly these 
movements can be performed. 

On the road, the suspension 
and handling of the car pro¬ 
vide the driver with the right 
combination of “road feel” and 
comfort to exploit its perfor¬ 
mance in any conditions. 


D uring its develop¬ 
ment, the car was 
subjected to thou¬ 
sands of nules of testing on 
roads throughout Belgium 
and France, many specifically 
chosen for their rough sur¬ 
faces. After that sort of test, 
says Nissan, it should be able 
to put up with anything to be 
found in Britain. 

The engine that provides all 
the performance is a typically 
quiet Nissan powerplant, a 16- 
valve, 2-Iitre fuel-injected unit 
which produces 128 brake 
horsepower. The power comes 
in a smooth curve and is easily 


NISSAN PRIMERA SRI 


Engine: l,998cc. 16-valve with multi-point 
electronic fuel injection producing 128bhp 
at5,600rpm- 

Transmission: five-speed manual. 

Acceleration:062mph in 9.6 seconds. 

Maximum speed: 127mph. 

Economy: Urban 26.4rapg; extra-urban 44.8mpg; 
combined 35.8mpg. 

Equipment Ana-lock brakes. 

SErnd tilt-adjustable steering cdumn.remote 

body-coloured spoiler. 

Price £16,175 on the road, or £16.520 with 
air-conditioning in place of sunroof. 


handled by the five-speed 
manual gearbox. 

Drive hard.- and the car 
responds in an impressively 
sporty manner, but if you're 
on the motorway it will cruise 
in relaxed style, giving the feel 
that it would run happily ail 
day, the sort of thing the 
company car driver seeks. 

. Given Nissan’s reputation 
for build quality and reliabil¬ 
ity. the Primera SRi is likely to 
find plenty of support among 


THE TIMES 


those 30 to 40-year-old “user 
choosers” who are expected to 
be its main buyers. Nissan 
estimates that more than 80 
per cent of all new Primeras 
will be bought with cash from 
company coffers. 

There couldn't be a better 
opportunity m try the car than 
to enter 77re 77/nes/Lease Flan 
Company Car Driver of the 
Year coni petit ion. The Pri¬ 
mera SRi will be used for all 
the road driving and for the 


manouevring tests in each 
heaL All you need to enter is to 
raise a team of three from your 
company and get the endorse¬ 
ment of your fleet manager. 
Then fill in the form. 

The first prize is an ex- 
penses-paid trip to the Portu¬ 
guese Grand Prix at Estoril on 
October 2b, the culmination of 
the 1997 season. The team 
prize — driver training for 12 
people from the winning fleet 
— is provided by Drive Tech, 
one of Britain's leading driv¬ 
ing specialists, which organ¬ 
ises the tests at each heat The 
finals are at the Silverstone 
Driving Centre. 



Most obvious signs of the SRi’s performance are a large spoiler and alloy wheels 


Company 
Car Driver 
1997 


Entry Form 


THE TIMES 


Company 
Car Driver 
1997 A 




•About your company 


Name of entrant.. 

NB: Entrant should be director/ senior manager responsible few die company's cor fleet 

Company name:. 

Address:. 

Post code:. 


Position:. Signature:. 


Nature of business: 


Tel number.Fax number. 

Number of employees:. Number of company cars: 


•Nominated drivers 


Surname 


Forename 


Job title 


Points on | 

licence trn»3)i 


•Which venue? 

Please select your 1st and 2nd choice locatiorVdate 
of regional heat (indicate 1 or 2 in box): 


Bstree, Herts 


Friday, 25 April 


Macclesfield, Cheshire Friday, 9 May 


•Competition rules 

The dosing date for entries is March 2S 1997 Drivers must be 24 years of age or over to enter. Only corporate entries will be accepted. Drivers must be nominated 
by the director or senior manager responsible for the company car fleet. Drivers must be nominated in teams of three. The entrant may also nommste WmseWiereetf 
as part of the team. Companies can only enter one team. Competitor* mu*t drive a company car or vehicle as part of their remuneration package. Qualification for 
the tea/rVcomparty award will be dependent upon a written test to be completed by the entrant at that team's regional heaL Employees of Lease Plan, DrrweTech, 
Nissan, News International and the Birkdate Group are not permitted to enter. In the spirit of the compeUtxxi, competitors who reached the final in two previous 
consecutive years, specialist organisations such as driver training companies, police. The armed forces and the like are not permitted to enter, A place in the regional 
heats will be confirmed in wnbng at least ten days pnor to the heat, in the event of over-subsenpoon, qualification to the regional heats wifl be judged through a 
random driver telephone questionnaire. It the team does not qualify tne entrant will be informed in writing pnor to the heat Feedback on each driver's performance 
will be araflabte after the competition. The reseive driver will be called upon at the regional heat should one of the first three drivers be unable to compere, in the 
event of a finalist not being able to compete in the final, the ne*t highest scoring driver from the regional heats will be invited to compete m their place. The pure for 
the winner will be a special trip for two to the Portuguese Grand Pn* The teanVcompanv prize will be a driver training programme for 12 employees and the use of a 
Nissan vehide for three months. Cash alternatives are nol available. The judge's decision is final. 


Bracknell, Berks 


Nottingham 
Gatwick, Surrey 


Coventry 


Friday, 16 May 
Friday, 30 May 
Friday, 6 June 


Friday, 13 June 


You must ensure that entrant and nominated drivers are 
able for both first and second choice dates and for the 
final at Silverstone on Friday, 4 July 1997. Initial 
qualification may be by telephone questionnaire. Entrants 
and drivers will be contacted on an individual basis. 


Once you have completed this form, fax it back to Lease Plan on 01753 620676 
or post to Marketing Dept, Lease Plan, Thames Side, Windsor, Berkshire SL41TY. For further Information call Lease Plan on 01753 797284 













































Raying 
over 

£300 

to insure your 

BMW? 

ft’s time you had 
the Privilege. 


Call now 
You could 
save pounds. 

privilege 

INSURANCE 
BdtfcM p> n» an- ai Swam tm. 

01132925555 



Roadster. 42 kr original 
eondMn. Owned last tSyra. 
70,000 mites. In Pr imrose , 
letucort sale, sensible o«era- 
Tei: 


01253891065 


CONTRACT HIRE 


SEE SAAB SECTION FOR 
LATEST AMAZING OFTBtS 
GLYNNS CONTRACT HIRE 
SpenSs OP Mercedes. 
BMW.Japarea 
Call NOW far oar tampecnl 
Make 

Tdr 01273 729889 
Fax 01273 324833 


SPECIALISTS IN: 


MB mmmm -contucthim 
PLATINUM ‘LOSEPURCHASE 

llll/lf l • HIRE PURCHASE 

RHAiMiouivBwtfREauRsBHsniofBsmtux - nrnBfirmmfm 


94M, Rosso / Crema wflh rad 
carpets, multi CO. tracker, sir 
conrt PrtsBneContfiton. 1 
owner. 18.700 mtaFSH 
£65,995 onoPX/HP 

01818488866 

0802611566/01342892664 

BMW Heathrow Lid 


STOP & LOOK 



T EXECUTIVE "Tr IPV'S XOTIC5 



456GT 


Jar 96, SafcyBhdt Bv, older 
1500 (W tar prtvaa sale by 
ortgrai tasfcsan aner £ 

£135,000. 

T*01382 732220. 

rk 01382 731820. 


8501 


FOR INFORMATION t QUOTES 

TEL: (01924) 29999 VJgSSS 

THE CONTRACT HIRE AND LEASING SPECIALISTS 


328 GTS 

AzuraBJue 

mateBc/Craam Leather. 
1987.20,000 mfles. same 
wmw last 5 years. 
Private sale, £37,000. 
Tet: 01734 321586 
(Hama) 



Mauritius Blue, 1991J, 
39,000 miles, new tyres, 
company Chairman's car. 
£29,750. 

Office hours 
01905429501. 


3181 


ALL ELECTRIC 
CONTRACT HIRE 

...BATTERIES EACH DED! 


P REGISTERED EXECUTIVE CARS (NO MILEAGE) 
IMMEDIATE D6UVEBT GUARANTfto 

_ , BUY 3YRS 

Rover 82Ot, R*<1._.-.-..*12,918 ..*284.01 

.-..412.531 ..*276.99 

2 over 532i* 5 ,oe -.-.—.412,249 .J6267.40 

Rover 820L Green.*12.531 ..4276-99 

Rover 8201, Red......£12,531 ..*276.99 


Conv. 96N. Arctic silver 
/ blue power roof, blue 
I [hr, music, tracker, 
immac cond. 6 K mis. 
£25.000. 

01246 208753. 


325i 

Auto Cpe. 95M. 
Boston green leaiher. 
esr. alarm/tracker. 
FSH.22k.£22J00. 
0)71 403 7308 



74014 

95'M". Met Blue, 
imnuc, FSH^Zk. Ithr. 
elec seals, recent 
serv ,£33.495. 
0181 347 5500 



Nam 97 UK SpadBcdon. 
Also 318132M C*rto Models 
lor quick drfvsry 

01703 470208 
or Fax 471707 
EURO CONTINENTAL 
CARS 


eMi/u 

OWNERS 


bum £150 

ExdBsfve Schamas Ur BMW Cos 

0117 929 4971 

Office Hours 
Internee httir//wwwJthh.cn.i* 


IlHill House 

“Hammond 

s'lhtf Mol or J rv.H ut i- 5r.r- , i*,i^r , .ir.v 


MG, ROVER, PEUGEOT, NISSAN, JEEP, CHRYSLER, 
DAIHATSU, SUZUKI, MAZDA, SKODA 
Delivered Nationwide 



Raying 
over 

£300 

to insure your 

Jaguar? 

ft’s time you had 
the Privilege. 


CaH now. . 
You could 
save pounds. 

privilege 

INSURANCE 

Bactaa by mr taw si Satan* « 

01132925555 


XJS 

4.0 Coupe.'94M. 
Kingfisher/ Magnolia 
leather_twin head lamps. 
FSH. II,300 miles, 
£28£M. 

Tel: 01812951970 


XK8 Convertible 
Registered February, 
2,000 miles. 
T hannim , jpora 2 nd crld 

riinm pat*, rmi. «imrn rJ 

18“ aDo>i. CD, tracker. 
£62,995. 

Teb 01279 812130. 


JAGUAR & DAIMLER 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


CwkaiTataici&ntagKil 
suppheo a saves] By ns TA3 Soup 

From £30,950 
TWKJACCAK, OXFORD 
OX86S86SZOO 

Open 7 Days 



usuccorSecrM.rr OT^ns 
i xjsuijm,zrr . ww 
US4BTs»o).CT . XJMK 
f XnSFtanAd . «M*S 
I XJS VI! M nrrhr i J , 2ST 213J* 
> XJR«OC*M(7r . I«MM 
l U«*Bta*.7T . MW 
URtnSappin.-ST .. AM 
i biUUriSpna.CT XC^HS 

Sortots. 15T. 

lwuswn. 0 r .. saDfiwS 
tolUhynr.iST . sow 

I 30VM Satan, .X2IJK 

! So»«B*owcy.S3T ...00995 
Sa»«BRG.2ET .. . 00995 

SvrUKk^Etaf.JZT .. 00,995 
SMUKin^litaraT .0*995 
UapartCm4*Cl7T OZ99S 
t~, ...03995 

XJ5O0«S^>fw.AC«T CT9995 
UQaNEaaH»T. 00995 
XI* Qofa SsRta*. E3R. OtC1*M 
UlfilMaim ESR.33T 01995 
XJE U WaUmm. 38T . 0*995 
XJ*19MncWta.»CT ..019*5 
tWntar«aFhgmy.3eT 01995 
tta .h r 49 Betas. TOT .0*9*5 


DMIOOantfaaktar 

FREEPHONE 

SHOGUN 

The emtt bsflM iNMintf 
rfitapWctaycat** nor mala 
IhgoMUonotSioan- 
toriock 

Court & Sntfffi Ud. Ripiay 


Tel: 0181 302 3333 

a/hours 0036 274497 
Open Sund.iy 10am-2pm 

**w.!ir.castc.-p';.c3.r'sii:i;p jjgajr 


Tel: 01732 456300 
Out of hours: 0589 990722 

ie.T*.tjncjjli^!^c3a-.'«sra3ii5.jjTiar 



230 Korajxessor. 
Stiver, bbek/bhie 
leather, stereo. . 
£41.500. 

TeL (W) 81384444546 
or (R) 81562884615 


C36AMG 

HN, 22k. Azuia tiktt/ black 
Mhr. tain 0gp t/ooMral 
drinridKH, now qm 
FMBSH 

£39.950 

01582 491300(d)/ 
0468 077411( w e* & 

-J-»- * 

wjmnajj. 


300 sl 

. Rep Nov 1990. 

Inwiaoilitr nvfcttf. m 

While with detachable hard 
top. radio : CD; canenc, 
rear seals. 

44,000 miles, fmbsh. 
£32,950. 

Tel 01222 761796. 


Tel: 01734 845555^ 

Open Sunday TOjrn ’ 4pm 
Alter hours cwLft '■ 


XJ6 


32 Executive auto. May 96, 
13.500 rals. Sjpptoe Woe 
metallic, cream leather, air 
con, eke windows. PAS, 
szoeo/CD. 3yr manu wnly, 
immaculate. £30.000 cmo. 

01817883599. 


EXECUTIVE 

3.2, 1996 N, Sapphire 
Blue, fill] Oatmeal 
leather, air coo, 
immac, £29 $95. 
0171 6241313 or 
0385571644. 


Simply 
The Best 
Deals! 

LOOK AT THESE!!! 

OtroeaSaxo LUX.5Door_£175.74 

- 

Voflor^en Passat L6E, 4 Door_GSS36 

- -gU. 

fhwer 620 SDi, Sunroof _ _ rwnc a 

Row 410 GS&. 5 Door_ HwS 

Toyota Caatry 22i 4 Door_ ms si 

VotonffitnPa»ai22SportVR5Auto4Door_~ nt Tif 

Row 82£ SL 5 Door____ “ f46Y<r» 

Nissan 2fl0 SS Toning __ SA6620 

Ford Mondeo IS Chia X V6 Llh, Arno, 5 Dr, Estate ,I!ZitS9J9 

Alfa Romeo i8164 Saner Lasso_ warn 

Honda NSXlfi, 2 Door_ZXUOUO 

36 MONTHS. fiOjOPO MILES FtILLMAlNIENAWCE 
EVERY MAKE AND MODEL SUPPLIED 

FREE NATIONAL DELIVERY! 

SALE & LEASEBACK SPECIALISTS 

Business Users Only 

Contract 


Evans Halshaw 


TEL: 0121 717 7333 OPE ^iSfS MES 
FAX: 01216250126 CniihdC'qorSlH 


ESCORT 


1.6 Si. N/96. Petrol 
blue 14 Mchs^erfecr 
condition, 
£9,000, 

0410 506172 Reading 


DAIMLER 

4.0 Auto, 92K. black 
with grey leaiher Interior, 
full Daimler spec + CD, 
FJSH, valet weekly, 
superb condition, 
£14.500. 

• TeL 01824 705667 


EXECUTIVE CARS 



Dean Swi\ 


D««n Swift Spadaltat Cars, Brooldand House* 
SpringfieldWay, An Is by, Hull, HU 10 6RJ 

POfBCW MB 8POHT MM Sunii |)(d,BtKkTltll,4aOOO fid**, FSH E28JM5 
SSfTLEY BGHT B2J BaVnorsi Ckner. Space tfde, 40000mflae. FSH . M1J» 
ROLLSKrrCESPHTZBOGCQbaSBks.LMBar.BB^aoOcnfca.FSH — D vm 

WWnaBaJSBw.SIwMw, 43900 nSs. FSH_01^95 

HtMOaHB t 3W.ahw.BhdctaWr.3aOM aSta. WH__C44900 

RANaeBaVBI H3ECM Capita, Gny1taBsr,2B^maSB,FBH_02936 

A3Tm UARTM D6795H 9toel Paehaant Latawr, 6900 mi—, FSH . C&9SE 
PO«C»« 911T«SA87D Wife QtaAtadtar, 30900 rrfc*. FSH OS9BS 


Telephone (01482) 653030 
Facsimile (01482) 655552 


M0NTERAY 


LWB Ltd 95N, 13K 
mis. Metallic Silver, 
£15,995odo. 


01527 831915. 


Land Rover Discovery 
TDIS 5 Dcor Manual 
1994 L Metallic Avalon. 
Grey Cloth 

7 Seats, Air Ccn, Alloys. 
Rear Load Guard. 
Driving Lamps, 

Seat Covers From New 
Only 20,000 Miles 
£16,995 

Call Matthew Cooper 

0131 367 2626 Days 

0860 855650 Sun & Eves 



« P FM FS9 S|ll<hr. Is Hara H—i Hta 3UD a—i 
lta»a^»IW» lh l*n (mq-Han— mwJia— lao —wwi r . . 
vr- r.mi— cr i m n>«— n « *» .*«■ », . . .. 

ati.w»nttTB,3maa3ii«.aan—i. 

Mw i taa^ mw h.a.nca,*«ohWBia.dMi» 

uttroL 12000 rata ... . 

* f, y**!l 1 . 0l !! y < P* *ta.mi taff »|iiidMg-<h|i.wiiwi 

nt Kpi CD Bcadw. *qo uiaa .. 

99 P3—tain ew i d a CtaitaM HwadcS. P ota — «h hi— 

taBWeami.4VBVBVa....,.,. 

97 P BaOLVKt U M* Mw. h» pwk. m can. ir^dc 



WRANGLER 

4.0 Rare Auto. 1995, 
red, soft & hard top, 
FSH, wty Till 1998, 
14,500 mis, £12.750 

01202 701528 
private sale 


VOGUE SE 

EFl. 3.5 Auto, F reg. Air 
con. alarm. Green/ Grey 
bide, 60.000 mis, 2 owns, 
exc cond. £6.950. 

0181 4551040 level/ 
0181 8300181 (day). 


0181 522 0023 

0705 0015615 ^ 

, . LAND - ■ 

Sunday, \ “ROVER . 

Fcr Demonstralion^^^- 1 -^ 3 ^^ 

w*Kw.:ar.c*jle>;:c.ss,T:eiti-.l»rCravs 


2 ^DT 

95M. Mt, cpsorn green, 
cloth, climate, elec sunroof. 
CD. 6 mnjh& wty. 
private sale 
*27.995. ‘ 

TeL 01784 436991 




GRAND 

CHEROKEE LTD. 

96/N.dartc rosewood with 
sandalwood leather, atwotntley 
as new. SjOOO m. c/anaoof 
oouoo. folly loaded, b/bor. 
i/tteps. £2fi.99S. 

TeL 0181 688 9600 or 
01817632919 Croydon, 


THE UK'S LARGEST 
SELECTION OF PRE-OWNED 
JEEPS ,-gT? 


LONDON 0181568 6300 
MIDDLESEX 01895 230880 



MEW 97 LAMDRQVER 
“SCOVERY TURBO 
DIESEL 

(■voiotala 

Tek 01703 47 02 08 or 

P**: 01703 47 1707 
^^change 


Auto 94L Ardennaa 
gni/ffVf hhr, new faro, 

Vbag,*/sup. foil jpe* 69k 

"’b.wccond. 


4.6 HSE 


’SM. 1« owner. 33k mb. 

immaculate. M Landravar 
wviee history, ft* option. 


01372 462*22. 


4.6 HSE 

1995. blue. 40k mb. ftffl 

mwi. wrnty. 
<30,000 

No offers. 01886 884779/ 

0378 785859. 


VOGUE 
3.9 SE 

01451 861110 

*oi7i zniisa 


^ 


s\ ijo 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































MgM^jVirOUR GUIDE TO WHAT’S NEW, AND WHAT’S USED, ON THE FORECOURTS 


<«£*• -" 

Strong seller is replaced 

Citroen 
gives AX 
final axe 

■ CITROEN-S LITTLE AX is 
bidding its farewell with an 
on-the-road price of £6,195. 

The car has been the main¬ 
stay of Citroen’s small-car 
range for a decade, but now 
bows out as the Saxo chalks up 
record sales. 

The last AX comes with 
sunroof, stereo, metallic paint, 
sports seats and new rrim — 
plus a year's free insurance for 
the right buyers who get their 
order in before April. 

Sales of the car in the UK 
passed the 200.000 mark, 
making the AX one of the 
nation's most popular super¬ 
minis. though the Saxo now 
threatens to outsell it. 

The ea'f of the AX comes as 
Citroen introduces price rises 
of an average 1.6 per cent 
across the range. The three- 
door Saxo MX and USX 
escape the increase until the 
end of March, but every model 
in the range now comes with 
on-the-road pricing. 

■ BAD NEWS for prospec¬ 
tive Flat owners, too: prices 
are up an average 1.7 per cent, 
excluding the Punto range 
which remains unchanged, 
and the recently announced 
Marea models. Flat’s cars now 
start with the Cin'quecento S at 
£6,502 on the road and rise to 
£20,726 for the much-praised 
Ulysse people-carrier. 


ROAD TEST 


■ NO CAR NAME implies 
more onerous respectability 
than “Civic". Jan Morton 
jmies. Honda's medium sa¬ 
loon is the epitome of solid 
citizenship on wheels. 

AH the more surprising 
therefore to discover that this 
worthy Wiltshire-builr range 
is moving into a secior that 
has not previously been asso¬ 
ciated with the marque: the 
wolf in sheep's clothing. 

For the new five^Joor ver¬ 
sions — unveiled at this week’s 
Geneva Motor Show — are set 
to include an unprecedented 
high-performance flagship. 

Under its bonnet lies a 
169bhp engine that revs be¬ 
yond SOOOrpm, whips to 60 
mph from rest in about S 
seconds and only runs out of 
puff as it approaches 140 mph. 

Unashamedly aimed at the 
enthusiastic driver and the 
hot-shot employee whose 
achievements deserve a spe¬ 
cial reward, this is nothing 
less than the most powerful 1.8 
saloon now on the market. At 
the front, the new five-door 
Civic incorporates a 
makeover that nods deferen¬ 
tially to Audi. The car's 
revised dimensional subtleties 
are supposed to make it look 
“more European". 

Most apparent to the 
Honda-watcher may be the 
badge, which features a bolder 
H, displayed without enrir- 


" /■*' 

jfrTX't \Z2 : , " 



Design aims to look more European, but the performance is the surprise 


HONDA CIVIC 1.8 VTI 


Engine: DOHC four-cylinder 
l,797cc with variable valve timing, 
producing I69bhp at 7.600rpm. 

Performance: 0-60 mph in 82 
seconds, max speed 139mph. 

Economy: urban cycle 25.Ompg. 
extra-urban 3S_2 mpg. combined 
32.1 mpg. 

Specification: includes electric 
windows and door mirrors, leather 
and fabric seats. leather steering 
wheel, maplewood trim inserts," 
interchangeable three-level audio 
options, ABS brakes, torque-sensitive 
limited-slip diff, twin airbags and 
belt pre-ten sinners, electric sunroof, 
air conditioning. 

Price: in the region of £17,000. 


cling chrome. This is the face 
of future Honda cars. 

Yet overall the ftve-jduor. 
whether in this performance 
version, or with existing 1.4. 
1.5 or 1.6-litre petrol engines, 
or the newly available 2.0 
turbo-diesel, remains unmis- 
takeably a Swindon-built Civ¬ 
ic. Prices will span from 
£11.000-£17,000. 

If the I.S VTi performance 
figures impress, the car also 
sounds the part. While 
variable-valve technology 
gives this four-cylinder unit 
the free-revving of a Vt>. its 


song is something else. 
Though never luud. it 
accelerates with n snarl and 
hurries with a blare. 

At UK motorway cruising 
speeds, realistically S5-ish 
these days, the engine note is 
dense and likely to be wearing 
on a king journey. 

This is the only performance 
penalty, for a thoughtful revi¬ 
sion of suspension geometry 
and die very obviously en¬ 
hanced body rigidity together 
provide one of the most satis¬ 
fying compromises now avail¬ 
able in this class of car. 


There is just the right 
amnunt of weight in the 
steering to make the driver 
confident of rhe placement of 
the front end: the car clings 
confidently through fast 
hends both tight and sweep¬ 
ing. and it exudes rock-solid 
.stability' while haring down 
the straights. 

Yet the levels of comfort 
remain remarkably high. 
Ruts, ridges and roughness 
are soaked up by the suspen¬ 
sion at all speeds with very 
little movement or noise. 

In fact, were the 1.3 VTi 


never to escape to rhe open 
road and spin its engine 
beyond 4.000rpm, it coukfiive 
out its entire life in quiet 
respectability in rhe accepted 
Civic tradition, and the unde¬ 
manding owner in Budleigh 
Sal tenon might never realise 
what sort of car they had 
sirring outside the bungalow'. 

Lastly, for those still in¬ 
clined to baulk at a Japanese 
name, 90 per cent of the 
content of Sivindon Civics is 
now sourced in Europe, and 
this will be up to 93 per cent by 
the middle of next year. 


■ IF YOU CAN stand the jokes 
and have a highly tuned sense of 
humour then you can own a Skoda 
Estelle, which is a highly depend¬ 
able car, reports CAP Black Book. 

The Estelle is as tough as it is 
cheap, but it is also crude, and it 
lacks the sophistication brought to 
the Czech manufacturer by new 
owner, Volkswagen, Vaughan 
Freeman writes. As a result, the 
Estelle suffers badly from heavy 
depredation. 

A workmanlike design, the Es¬ 
telle can be run on loose change: the 
Estelle 120L and the Rapid 135 
Coup* are outstanding value. With 


FORECOURT 


the engine located Porsche-like in 
the rear, there are many advocates 
of the Estelle who praise it for fun 
handling. 

Best buy is the 120: a 1990 H-plale 
car with average mileage costs 
around £1,000. Cars sold privately 
are cheapest and cars from 1987 
onwards have a five-speed gearbox. 
Avoid pre-87 bangers or finance- 
house repossessions. Watch out for 
blue smoke from worn cylinder 
heads, blocked radiators, broken 
interior switches — and rusL 


Now it’s curtains 
for Volvo safely 

■ VOLVO IS BRINGING the curtain 
down on safety to reduce head injuries 
among drivers and passengers in car 
crashes. The company will soon put on 
sale a new airbag, hidden in the roof 
lining, which drops within 25 thou¬ 
sandths of a second after an Impact. 

Drivers and passengers might be 
protected from frontal crashes by 
steering column and dashboard bags, 
but they are often thrown against die 
roof and windows, and across the 
cabin, causing massive injuries. 




Side bags stash in the roof lining 

But the new “curtain" system 
protects heads from buffeting, with the 
bags dropping from the roof to form a 
soft barrier between the body and the 
tough materials in the car’s structure 
designed to absorb the impact. 


USED CAR BRIEF 



vwscmocco 

Styled by Italian automotive artist GiugJaro, the Sdrocco was launched 
m the early 1970s and helped breaths new He rto the German 
manufacturer. Borrowing haavfly from the MM Golf, the Sciroceo 
thrapOowisports coipe originally used 1.5.1.6 and 1.8-fifre petrol 
ang inas. The Midi ar rived in 1981 and the GT was launched In 1 S 8 - 1 . 
Oospita the success of the VW Golf GTI, the Sarocco still sold around 
80,000 In the UK and 1 irnJbon worldwide. Discontinued in 1992- 


GOOD NEWS 
Fun to drive aid sort- 
of-good looks In a 
Saturday Night Fever 
way. Although based 
jst Golt, prices are 
gennraDy significantly lower than 
equivalent GaH GTs, since the 
Sdrocco has never been 
recognised as a classic. 

0 LOOK FOR 

Late models which 
might just have some 
of the corrosion 
warranty available. 
Early and (ate care are little 
different apart from the better 
manufacturing and anti-ageing 
techniques employed by VW.The 
1.8 litre engines are favoured, give 
reliable mooring and, even In 
carburettor form, plenty of 
performance. 


SAFETY 
The Sdrocco is 
based on the VW 
Golf, which 
consistently does well 
In the De p art m en t of Transport 
safety ratings, marked above 
average and on a par with 
contemporary cars such as the 
Volvo 300, Vauxfiafl Astra and 
Honda Civic. 


REPLACEMENT 
PARTS 

(Prices indude VAT); 
cyflnder head £275; 
lull exhaust £90; front 
abode absorber £34; rear shock 
absorber £20; front brakepads ’ 
£32 (pair); radiator £40; head 
gasket £20; water pump £25; 
alternator £70, carburettor £170. 


MB BAD NEWS 

Leg and headroom 

■ Wjm U in particularly short 
supply in the rear. 
Insurance can be high 
on newer cars. Early cars now 
very old and should be checked 
lor corrosion. Power steering is 
also a rarity while rearward vision 
is restricted. 


AVOID I 

Cars with dutch • 

problems or noisy I 

transmissions which ’ 

will prove very costly 
to put right Watch for oil leaks and | 
for oil leaking on to the alternator 
from eyfrider head gasket failure. J 
Beware too rusting front discs arid \ 

sticking front brake calipers l 

causing brakes to bind. 


INSURANCE 
Cover from AA 
Insurance (0800 
444777) on a 1988 
1.8GTX costs a 55-year , 
okf professional male, Bving in 
Winchester with full no claims. £ 181 1 
a year fully comprehensive while a 
sindar female pays £171. A 22-year 
old male, with me year no claims, 
Dvtng In south London pays £955, a 
simrar female £791. 


PRICES 

Earliest (1974 to 1981) 
Mkl care sell tor under 
£1,000 and pre-1985 
Mkll for under £1,500. 
Expect to pay £2^00 lor a 1988 
1.8GTX. £3/325 for 1990 G-ceg 
1 .BGT. £4.000 for a 1991 H-reg 
1.8GT, £5.100 tor a 1992 K-reg 
1.8GT, and £4,200 lor a 1991 
H-reg 1.8i Scaia. 


OVERALL The Sdrocco is easy ID keep on the road 
because of Its 10,000 mite service intervals and parts from 
the Gotland Passat cara. Used examples have rarefy been 
driven as hard as then- Golf GTi counterparts and with so 
many sold in Britain there should be plenty of caredfor 
Sdroccos around. Fun, nice looking, and economical.. 




ROLLSrROYCE & 
BENTLEY 



SH-Vm SPIRIT eh. 1987a Dax* 

Oyctnr l mushroom l i a ib w , 
ABS. A/c, Spirit □ alloys, 
65.000 mis ran. Emllui con¬ 
dition £224*96 onto. ToU 
01664 773263 AMMO &53S52 t 


BENTLEY 8 

I MBA. Vermillion. Black 
Hide Piped Red. 78k, 
FSH. Turbo Alloys. 
New MoT. private reg. 
£19300. 

0171 2438362 flit/ 
5919530(0). 


BENTlfY Turbo R 87 
Fud injection ABS model 

VermBon. M^neb fanfcer piped 
red. twin haedbmp m na iim . 

Fjl _ILu.ir a i ECU 

wu —— v ran, 

£20,950. 

Tefc 01865 882789. 



SAAB AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


4.0 K reg, 24,000 
miles, BRG, magnolia 
bide, fully loaded, one 
off. immac cond, 
£22,995. 

TeL0171 223 3812 



BENTLEY 
Turbo R 


TURBOR 

1987. 2 owners form oew. 
77.000 miles. FSH. dark 
oy\ler - mushroom hide with 
store piping. Superb 
condition. £25,000. 

Tel: 01323 440999 / 
0831 501402 


rofa. FSH 1 WO G Re*. Ceodnemd 
mfiedb. BaraM and kmnenbm. 

£45,000. 

0* 0113 241 7061. 

6* 01423 781596. 


ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY WANTED 


Lancaster 

- Cilv t>f London - 


Mi. Benttoy Hirbo H iSraptiW 
Path peed State 44TCB5JB5 
91J Bendey Turin R Tudoi Red/ 
Uagncta . . a>TES2j»S 

91J Benbey Turbo R Udntfr 
BteBbeHifle 35TE4M95 
95N Bendey Turin R Red PaaV 
S'saneppd Red llTSaMSS 
9SU BenUey CortmenW H Rope 
BteMde .. . 23T C1S&995 
95N Bentley Turto R LWB ffiWV 
Map piped Stance ST 136,995 


0181 - 522 0023 

0171 231 7360 
SUK&AYS FOR DEMONSTRATIONS 

www.lancatt»p:c.sc^.';ity.la braver 


ROVER 


STERLING 

Sept 95. N reg, Nghtfre 
red, beige tenher interior, 
22,000 miles, extended 
warranty nl Sept 97. 
Immaaiaw corwfinoa 
£15.000 no otters. 
0181 4626781 


AFFORDABLE 600s 


Netv Rover 618i Auto 

* Dual airbags 
Power steering 
Electric wimows 
• • Metallic paint 


Rover twicer finance 

cn £ 977 .05 “'SKr* CT 

iOLj ^ M a V ._* Full nuinKrunce 

m MOV ™ . 3 year AA cover M 

“■ WITH AIR CON /Vfcflp Tt S 

s-°? A 295’ n 

month A MONTH /mfjf. 
\ *5% WITH AIR CON 'M, 



CONTRACT wmk- 
HIRE 

* Full nuimerunce '4^m: 

• 3 year AA cover 

_ n* SEP 


A MONTH j 
WITH AIR CON -1 

£ 334Pi 


> m 

1 f.-pn.it ^"i ivi A MONTH 

inn nil- 41 1 * ri J Mon rib m idiuic MUmrJ ■jj. 

i.r. rmjl ("j, ram' ,J iSJ U' 31 umaibli piTonm Sk 

1--UI 1*4’ jW- 1.1 '•»* 4H men nrtaJc VST V#. 

Based -xj CflOO mte pa Stfrxtb safas. VMtznquaaScrs on request 

REE NATKMMDE - PABTEIEHHKHBOm 


BMG 











Ad Saab Conwitibfcs 
ON SPEOAL OFFBt 
ON 2 YR CONTRACT WR£ 
900 2JSE- 019 

muTwtoSE_ on 

LAST CHANCE! 

Ghm 

Tel: 01273 729889 
Fax: 01273 324833 

NOW 


CORRADO 

VR6 

93L, sbeny pearl. 35k, 
black leather, £I5,95a 

TeL 9115 922 9827 or 

jgr<9miamnm 




Tilip 


Convertible. M reg, 
black leather, low 
mileage, 10 CD, 
£19.500ono. 

0171 373 2123 



PINK FLOYD VW 
Golf, 

M reg. in bhie. CD ptoyer. 
ABS. 5 speed, I owner. 
I6K. FSH. GIRO £9.600 for 
lUt rare A collectable car. 
01306627781 (daytime 
onlyt. 


TOYOTA SPORTS/ 
AUTHORISED 



VOLKSWAGEN 


■ I I,.|rj n*% '+>&.■ 


Volkswagen 

^ at 

Dovercourt. 


I BATTERSEA 


9 GBWJWi i«*(S MsStlliidft HSfK 

w aaiwna imitapiEea sro«i Alfa nip. 
a TOJi4.Wtnai)«S5.ttB.'*w 
a. n550anVE5BBLAwrfEkS.I7jnwte rOHm££if 
h. carofl.3txffiiiai.Bit lOwo 
ZJ BiSKStlinitairiiaMEEMafaa&ttpfSilta 
a wnua.<a[iaxen. saui iia las 
KJ BS)li3BnbUia*J3lSHl 
a nuuassRnanfoiait&xratmcBaiLitot 
M. HMawm*LW«S|;Wilk«K|tefc 
V FaDilKffl.Wsrte.CJHIfcR£Tltaf 


1ST. JOHNS WOOD 


H n/11fiLaUBri.f?JB*sN^eSLl««tSntl«S 
a nilltL31JtaljBdt:filKU«nRaSBa|0Mdti 
a fiuaamnaeMaKRfotentnte 
» auna im. w* iububs swtfwc.ca.R6 
»EamsDnasLiiuntifeiMii.iKiap 
« mmimwasEiwiiat*. (4 m q*s siasiaj. 
«P DfVBL3fchptotJIIstekCa®*B.Bitog 
»IB80UB. fcdfci CjBtdb Ghr&mHWhKIXL 
a tfo VE iaaM UHAilK 
atormi suk shars ouiati^iiHi 
hj saiaaiHiRaiWirSBiHCBaiunatMdiSM 




a Rt 0 iieuiDHaaMUsaai.ii%iK.aaiB»pLcaL 




GOLF GTi 

I6V 1994. 
Dtamood btsdc, 
local ap orTT i cm on. 

I careful lady owner. 
24^00 miles. FVWSH. 
Pristine ccndiiioo, fmr to we 
will bay. new car a r r ivin g! 
£11,750. 

Tel: 01565 652099. 


CORRADO YR6 

Sium i Bra ke d eddan, TON. 1 
owner. 14 lUb new. 

£21,750. 

Tet 0181 445 0326 

n^Nwokend 

81712476715 

day [moo6^. 


GOLFS 

IMBtab picas na Jl moditt 
Nn UK 97 SpedfcAs. 
tt-GL-en-THBtetaiEaaH 
«H0aBW1Un 
Pert Eoteair i Dm Mngad 



VOLVO 


850 SE 

BUeia, Dae 94. AlrCon, Md 
SMB, FSH,bime. 


01733380769 
/380597 
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Boxer fits the Cape 


Despite its awesomely sized fuel tank, the BMW 850 proved a perfect mount for seeing Cape Town’s many beauty spots and coping with its chaotic traffic conditions 

I t felt like the night before T1 m j "1 _ ional roads, anything can happen. 

Christmas. If I went to bed MJ T‘|Tri T HA f O The Boxer is great for accelerating 

earlv. tomorrow would come 111 I X | | I I I \ II ^ .glk I It” out of potential trouble: even m fifth 

quicker, and then I would get M.M. mrK-X wrM. M -gear the response is instant when 

to spend ten days touring superb _ ■*“ you nudge the throttle, and the 

scenery on a flash new motorcycle. My plan was to make a round the gaps in the mountains around standard ABS braking system 

What made it even better was the trip to see as much of Cape Town Cape Town, slamming into unsus- proved itself, 

fact that I was to collect the silver and its environs as possible. I had peering riders as they round cor- Overtaking a BMW 7-senes sa- 

R850R at the BMW Pavilion on made the journey before, but never ners on the contour-hugging roads loon on the coast-hugging road that 

South Africa’s Cape Town water- with the advantages of two wheels. Engine S4Scc horizontally thardrriethepeninsula. You never runs downhill from Llandudno m 

front — in February nobody really So, with the imposing front face of opposed twin producing know which direction it's going to Camps Bay, I decided that the 

wants to be riding motorbikes on Table Mountain to my right. 1 70bhpat7,000rpm come from, and a sudden gust can Boxer, sitting in the middle of 

England's icy roads. In Cape Town headed east towards False Bay and through five-speed gearbox. have you heading for the pavement BMW's fleet, was a thirty- 

it was a glorious 28C. straight into a traffic jam. It was the Performance: 0-62mph, 5 and an unplanned airborne jour- something status symbol — nci the 

While the bike was intimidating J&B" Met. the year’s biggest secs. Max speed. II6mph. ney 150 metres downwards. tearaway 650 road mode] or trail 

to look at — the enormous angular hors era ring event, and the world Weight 235kg unladen. The BMW's perspex visor, remi- bike, nor the sedate 1IOOR tourer- 

petrol tank gives the impression of wanted to be there. Bur the BMW Seat height 76-S0cm niscent of a police rior-shield. but the equivalent of a sporty;; 3- 

awesome size — it was an almost and 1 sped through it and 30 adjustable. deflects the head-on wind effect- series car with the head-turning 

perfect fit, and the gentle sound of minutes later I was at what felt like Price: £7.395 plus £450 rvely, but only the solid weight and panache of jusT two wheels, 

the toxer engine gave no hint of the the edge of the continent (it's not: delivery charges. roadholding of the bike keeps you Safe and easy to ride. 1 never got 

power at my disposal. My only the southernmost rip of Africa is ISO ___ upright and heading in the righi within a whisper of the upper rev- 

gripe was that my fingers had miles away, at Cape Agulhas). direction when taken by surprise register, although I would ‘nave 

trouble reaching the indicator The Boxer was a gentleman, petrol indicator light. The weight from the side. liked to have tried, 

switches, leading to a few startled 
lurches as I involuntarily opened 
the throttle or shut it down while 
trying to indicate. 

I put it down to teething trouble, 
and headed for Cape Point. 30 
miles away, where the Atlantic and 
Indian oceans meet in a line of 
spume that stretches towards the 
horizon. 


My plan was to make a round 
trip to see as much of Cape Town 
and its environs as possible. I had 
made the journey before, bur never 
ivith the advantages of two wheels. 
So, with the imposing front face of 
Table Mountain to my right. I 
headed east towards False Bay and 
straight into a traffic jam. It was the 
J&B Met, the yearns biggest 
hors era ring event, and the world 
wanted to be there. Bur the BMW 
and I sped through it and 30 
minutes later I was at what felt like 
the edge of the continent (it’s not: 
the southernmost rip of Africa is 180 
miles away, at Cape Agulhas). 

The Boxer was a gentleman, 
most forgiving of its novice rider. It 
took a while to get used to handling 
the machine mainly because I felt 
like a fly on a rhinoceros. The 
machine is. in fact, quite stream¬ 
lined in design: a combination of 
Nineties chic and retro styling with 
raised handlebars, chrome head¬ 
light and a user-friendly instru¬ 
ment panel which indudes.a handy 


BMW R850R 


Engine: S4Scc horizon rally 
opposed twin producing 
70bhp at 7,000rpm 
through five-speed gearbox. 
Performance: 0-62mph, 5 
secs. Max speed. II6mph. 
Weight 235kg unladen. 
Seat height 76-80cm 
adjustable. 

Price £7395 plus £450 
delivery charges. 


perrol indicator light. The weight 
distribution and the cutaway seat 
gave me confidence. 

The biggest test came when 1 was 
blasted by an unfriendly southeast¬ 
er blowing at 25mph. with gusts of 
up to SO. Locals call it the Cape 
Doctor, as they say that it blows 
pollution and other ills out to sea, 
but not it is not so kindly looked 
upon by bikers. It tunnels through 


the gaps in the mountains around 
Cape Town, slamming into unsus¬ 
pecting riders as they round cor¬ 
ners on the contour-hugging roads 
thar drrie the peninsula. You never 
know which direction it's going to 
come from, and a sudden gust can 
have you heading for the pavement 
and an unplanned airborne jour¬ 
ney 150 metres downwards. 

The BMW's perspex visor, remi¬ 
niscent of a police riot-shield, 
deflects the head-on wind effect¬ 
ively, but only the solid weight and 
roadholding of the bike keeps you 
upright and heading in the right 
direction when taken by surprise 
from the side. 

Cape Town is a splendid place, 
jam-packed with breathtaking 
scenery, but it's wise to keep your 
eyes not only on the winding roads 
but also on other road users. South 
African drivers are notoriously 
cavalier, and what with the virtual 
collapse of traffic control in Cape 
Town, and cows grazing on the 
verges of dual-carriageway nat- 


You can hire a B.WWF650 
moionylefrom the BMW Pavilion 
in Cape Town f 002721419 
7362) for R450per day (£58). with 
unlimited mileage, or for three 
to five days from R350a day (£45). 
which includes 125 miles 
(.200km I a day free mileage, 
excluding insurance. 


STEERING COLUMN 


Tuned up for the long 
and winding road 

inger-songwriter Judie BCth RiSS€H 

^ Tzuke is driving around —- 

J Britain on a 22-date tour. meets SOngStreSS 
r firsr for II years. -2- 

Judie Tzuke 


S inger-songwriter Judie 
Tzuke is driving around 
Britain on a 22-date tour, 
her firsr for II years. . 

Best known for her classic rut; 
Slav with me till dawn. Judie 
completed her new album. 
Under the Angels, at the same 
time as bringing up her two- 
year-old daughter, Tahria . Sh e 
also markets her own mail-order 
record label. Big Moon. 

IVfazr was your first cat? 

A Mini Clubman Estate. It had 
wooden panelled doors and' I 
loved it. 

Whai car do you drive nori? 

A BMW. but at the moment I am 
driving the VauxhaD V ectra 
loaned by BSM for the tour. 

What is your dream car? 

It would have to be a BMW 52Si. 
It is a really beautiful car — but 1 
don't think 1 could ever afford h. 

What was your most hated cat? 

r believe it was an Austin 1100, 
but I'm not entirely sure. It was a 
big square ugly thing. 1 didn't 
have it long because it blew up. 

llTzur is your worn" habit in a 
car? 


I have been told by my other half, 
Paul, that it is taDring. 

What infuriates you the most 
about other drivers? 

Everything. 

What is the most unusual car 
you have ever owned or driven? 

It would have to be ray army- 
green plastic Citroen MaseratL 
It was like driving a tent, the roof 
was buttoned down, but it was 
ideal when the weather was nice. 

If you were Secretary of State far 
Transport, what is the first thing 
you imuld do? 

Increase the speed limit on the 
motorway; there must be a better 
way to judge it to fit the weather 
and traffic conditions. 

If you could change anything 
about road transport.' what 
■would it be and why? 

1 might look at pedestrianising 
more of inner London because 
the traffic there is just terrible. 



With a Vectra from tour sponsors BSM, Jodie is ready to raQ 


The Ultimate Riding Machine 


For more information please call 0800 325600 or visit http^/wwwJbmw.co.uk 


Rainbow ® 

For BMW Motorcycles 
in 

South Yorkshire 

160 Broad Oaks-Sheffield -S9 3HJ 
Hal 0114 201 8808 - Pax 0114 261 1114 
wwMrafabowLCO.uk 



LIND av-* 
LTD ( * 


NORFOLK’S ONLY] 
BMW DEALER 

120 EER STREET 
NORWICH 
NORFOLK 

jTEL: 01603 620222 
FAX: 01603 662827 


DEVON 

‘everything but new’ 



01769 574350 


3 CROOKS CROSS 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
SOUTH MOLTON, EX364EJ 


i VCf£l\ WoBas,Bn 

«y- Motorcycles 



01245 496444 

Cannon A 

EXCLUSIVELY BMW MOTORCYCLES 

KING SCALE EST REGINA RD CHELMSFORD 



NORTH WALES 

EST. 20 YEARS 


Contact Richard Higgs or Steve Atkin 
(01604)232000 
St Peter's Way. Northampton 


Prestige ^ 

SOUTH EAST LONDON’S 
ONLY DEALER 


HUGE SELECTION OF USED. 

ALL MODELS FROM STOCK. 

COLLECTION/DELJVERY AVAILABLE 
FREE LOAN BIKE TO SERVICE CUSTOMERS 

CHAMPAGNE TOUR 
- BOOK NOW 

20 MINS FROM CITY 

'10 MINS FROM DARTFORD TUNNEL 

TEL: 0181 303 3030 
300 BROADWAY, BEXLEYHEATH 


Hampshire 

SPC 

MOTORCYCLES 
01420 588591 



COLWYN BAY 
MOTORCYCLES 
4 GROSS ROAD. 
COLWYN BAY. 
Tal: 01492 535959. 
Fax: 01492 535969. 


■S23BS 


cw 

MOTORCYCLES 

SOLUS BMW MAIN AGENT 
THE ONLY CHOICE FOR 
SERIOUS MOTORCYCLISTS 
IN DORSET AND 
SOUTH WILTS. 

OPEN BJ0-5J0TUES TO SAT. 
TiiL ? j 

01305 269370 ! 

FAX: CVI 

01305 267262 ■. 




Harveys 

(01472) 
27 6666 



VJOBiNSONS 

Rochdale 

MAM DEALERS FCR 
TmJMPH.HONQA.BMiV 
DEMONSTRATORS 
AVAILABLE 
PX WELCOME 
OVER SO USED BIKES N 
STOCK 

LARGE CLCTTWNG DEPT. 
CENTRAL CARACE 
WATER STREET 
ROCHDALE 
LANCS 

TcL 6170645964/56458 
(tea 0178640856 


Everything you wfli over 
need to enjoy BMW 
matotcyding (ram a 

company with a heritage to 

match. 

Blue Ben (Crewe) Ltd 

FOURTHAVE, - 
WESTON RD 

CREWE. MU 

CHESHIRE m. WM 

01270212525 


A brand new 
BMWR1100RSSE 
for less than £15 a week? 
Do me a favour! 

OK. 

Call Steve or Brian at 


Now & Used 
Motorcycles 
Bom Again Riding 
Courses 

Test RWe a BMW toefa 

Oniers taken for 
K 1200 RS 

IGnpa Mea dow Roat Reatfli 

[UftaiKMli 


-where else? 

Ant cafl Stavo or Brin now. Thnr oooM wall do you a favour... 
faHKUonfotfBlM BMMCatfn. CMn SmL HerttanL SCI 4 1PL 
luuaapFrti^r 8JO&00 B.3Q SMnbyl Owed Moaday 

01992 583135 

Sawbrid kfcmHlh $ 


- Ask about our 60/50 deal 

- 4 & 5 year finance 

- and our formula option plan 

OPEN MON-SAT 9-5.30pm 

SUNDAYS 12-4pm 

86-90 Eastbank Street, Southport, Merseyside 
Tel: 01704 538192 Fax: 01704 534074 


x ; 

w 

at\ 

m 


RGS MOTORCYCLES LTD 

THE UK'S H*1 BMW DEALER 


THE ONE STOP SHOP FOR 
BMW SALES SERVICE AND 
ACCESSORIES. 

WE SIDE AND RBCOMMMEND 
BMW FOR QCALTTY RELIABILITY 
AM) value. 

large stock of hew and 
USED MACHINES. 

MBW CL OTMUO AND 
ACCESSORIES DEPARTMENT 





© 


AccrtagMo, BBS ISA. 
Tal: AllM 23LZ21 


FOR THE BEST 
BMW DEAL 
CONSULT THE 
EXPERTS 

BILL SMITH MOTORS 
TARVINROAD 
CHESTER. 

01244 523845. 
CARS ACCEPTED P/X. 


*1 

UJ: 



FREE PICK-UP SERVICE WHEN SERVICING BIKES 1H LOHffWlBEA • 
* LOAN BIKES AVAILABLE • BIKE HIRE AVAILABLE * 

- LAIGt ;rOCK Of MW AHP V5fP HAWS • ALSO CLOTHiMO, 4CCUSOIIE5 AND AA*TJ • 

134-142 TOOTING HIGH STREET LONDON SW17 ORT 

FREEPHONE: 0800 163277 TEL: DJ8J 767 0088 


HUGHENDEN 
M40 


© 


PROPHETS GERRARDS CROSS 
BMW MOTORCYCLES 


© 


I OXFORDSHIRE’S 
ONLY BMW DEALER 
TEL: 01S44 279701 
JUST OFF JUNC 7 OF 
[ THE M40 

MILTON COMMON 
OXFORD 0X9 2NU 


SLOCOMBE’S 
MOTORCYCLES ' 

46-52 DUDDEN . 
HILL LANE 
LONDON 
NWI01DG 
PHONE 0181 830 1000 
BMW SALES 
PARTS SERVICE 






■ T> opny 


■ BMW <SSO Itndi 

SUZUKI 

■ CiSSt" 600 1 AUDIT 

■aon fcc Inwmain AA cow. 
PKEE RARUC 

IKCM S OMSK BB-> BOH 


0117 9770466 
01222 590100 


J&qL VVe buyand sett new. 

and used motorcycles 

^wooBecttan and 

Hi Free toan bike when 
available /■ 

OPENING HOURS: MoncBat recovery . ✓ 

Monday^riday Sam-Gpm, BMW insurance, - 
Saturday 9am-5pm assurance and 


Far 01753 889904 

44 Oak End Way. Gorarfs Cross, Buddnohamshta SL 9 8 ES 


f CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

Spedafist in New 
and Used BMW 
motorcycles 


MiMsnm 

MOTORCYCLES 

PETERBOROUGH 
l01733 65470 


© 


BMW BIKES 

NEW AND USED 
Sales, Service 
And Parts 

John Clark 

^ Rntfa gford 

Uf ywngn Estate DUNDEE 
— 01382 8 U9OT 


CRADLEY 


* SALES 

* SERVICE 

* PARTS 

* accessories 


^ g *S2 AL£RSHIP 

and SERVICE TO^TCHTHE brano" 
ANNES road 
J^LEY HEATH 

WEST midlands 

B64 SBJ 

- TEL: 01384 
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authorised 

dealers 


NISSAN 


PORSCHE 


93 K, met blue, 10K 

ml*. 17m alloys, many 

extras, as new. 


300ZX 

T Tuibo anfo;'92K,. 
Red, 34k mis,. FSH, 
156.yr-ext wty, 
£Z» 7 S00oaa. 

01484682267. 




PERFORMANCE CARS 





PEUGEOT 


Paying 

over 

£300 

to insure your 

Porsche? 

ft’s time you had 
the Privilege. 


registration 

NUMBERS 


GENERAL 


911 


Canwa Coupe. 1989 F 
plaie. State Grey, full 
kajbw inferior. FPSH, 
90,000 miles, superb 
cowl. £20,950. 
Office 0121 2367471/ 

“**0* W73 400364. 


911 Cabriolet. 

IW Ginnb ml, SSE rnrbo 
bodied. Beane hood, linen. 
leather. 911 pfetr. 
33^00 pule*. Abeohiidy 
taunacutaic, warranty. 

Tab 0181544 9600 (Of 
or 0181 S46 JJT07(H) 






911 CARRERA 3.8 
300bhpjRS ENGINE 

96N. bhek, blade spam aefet, 
spans obana. 18m, Turbo 
"beds, lowered SBuEnwn. at. 


*p*re tor lyres & orfraul nkut 
awitable. 194100 ndo. FPSH, 1 
own. 

HOMO 

TeL 01963 32383 


Cabriolet 

’94L. 21k miles, FPSH, 
met ftW, Grey feather. 
£31,000. 

Teb 01525210783 


944LUX 

wzto. red, 7400mls only 

since new (1986). 1 

owner, absolutely 
i mma culate. Factory mint 
condition, FPSH. - ■ 
£14,250. 

Tel: 0181 5025078. 


911 SC 

'88(F) 

Owaww ante's? 
Whne/Ueaher 
£SR Porsdie alarm. PSH 
69k nh 
CVU50 

Tct emaj 24iooo (o*r) 
or 01730 827561 (Era/ WEnd) 
(Gu&Sbrd) 


911 Carrera S 

Tiptronic Turbo body 

1997. M new. Mode Bfee/M 
taker trtn. A* coat t/aoa. 18* 
-tafer ktah mt Uospaaad 
mrif mini of 355 farm art 
£79,950 ttyp/ehNC a 
01812024059 
8831 280 211, No cam. 


CARRERA 4S 


W96 P.PWnfjht blue. 
Under 3k mb. fcS spec+ 
tporo Mats, rsnoce darm 

&CD. 

£74^00 

018120P 1496, 


6P911 CARRERA 
6500 mb. Potar Star. M Mdo. 
side warn MmTcdiniennp. 
18" Tech. whh. red cafipm, RSR 
oft., Tech, orbon per S 
b/brtaL Tech, wt** dtata, 10 
■phono. F5H 

£78300. 

(o) 016.1 872024V 
(motkM) 0385 503502 
No traders 


21 MAX, 

On mention 
£6,995 

TftL 

0956327446 


PT 7 

Best offer 
around £10,000. 
TeL 

01923773972 



33 JOE 

Offers on £5995 

Tel: 

01476550965/ 
0585 739177. 


M l. : v\;> tl (,old Plate: 


07000 465 565 


1: -- PORSCHE 


911 New Carrera 
Targa Coupe 
8SN Ifeipato MsftnaifetoM 
•Hr air eon 17~cup aOoys etec 
£ta« roof a/brat lowered 
euspendon lOetack CO 
1 owner, 14000mast, FPSH 

tSBjOOO 
Fufl dealer fadfidfis 
01926406484 



£10^50. 

T* 0121 7055121 
01926842408. 

NIC 


944 S2 

1989 G, motaoiloud)' 

raimamed, fufl history, 98k 

mis. 

£11,500 
0973 210944/ 

0181 332 7078. 





PORSCHE WANTED 


Stour. \Y\n.\uu' 

HI NO NOW E3 
I'OU VOI R C OMliLNAl ION 
( ALL lOKOl'R TOP TEN 


1ST CUI Ueand MUMty 


GSN1W 


01865 

790218. 


483 DEL 

On retention. £2250. 

Cafl 0161872 0244/ 
0385 503502 


HAM I 
On retention. 
£K#ttona. 
Tel: 0U4 235 1348 


KIOEL 


GaB 01C18720244/ 


H12 TOM 
Offers over 
£ 1 , 000 . 
0281 8913884 


M3 MAX 

£3,000 
No Offers 
0850948379 


H1GWH 
On retention 
cert. 
£1,150. 

01628 604542. 


MARKET 
RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL. CHORLFY 


11 NMG_£3^50 

HMB45_£2,950 

999 TTE_£1,450 

6856 FM_£1,250 

5947 KO_£1JZ50 

H10SLK_£1,250 

Alonffeienbanlot 

tmmoctae Transfer 

Tel: 01926 408464 




Call Mr Player on 
01618720244/ 
0385503562. 



REGISTRATION 
NUMBERS WANTED 


01257 482305 



CENTURY REGISTRATIONS 

1*0 Ron 2667 Hournemoutli BH11 <S7.I> 

T " 1 l | -r T i ' | M W , ' : ' L 

n * 'k 11 1 :.tp .*t 


WAITING LIST’s-WHY WAIT? 

Porsche, Mercedes, BMW, 
MGF, Lexus Coupes 
plus Others. 

Enquire* to Andrew on 

0421 926002 er F a * : 0181 426 5922 


.. . OFFICIAL PORSCHE CENTRES- 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


Lancaster 


901 lf11W»4SptalY8low..7T 
W mifeW^DIv8tar....Jr 
m mC48MffStar .....IT 

96H tnOtSBacklM.8T 

968 9l1CIS*bBto. VTT 

93L 9niM»UMdn0t ...31T 


am 8ncn»4w»RwJ,>v,ir sr 
968 »r»Cst>8»*,ir ......JT 

968 9tt TgaftotarSIrer UT 
998 911 CpeStar,Ak 17* ...IZT 
968 911 Cpa Arena RsiAkirwr 

Wl 9t1 C* Start Gray. jBT 

SSH BnCabUdBWkHSpK JT 
968 928GTCAntel*Wort...BT 

o*l iticu>sfcw;ir ......ist 

BH. 911 C2M>Cobel.Air ..S7T 


96m m (8>i Ak 17 s JDOmft 
MB 9ncabkhBfea.Ak.ir .1ST 
9HC SG8CpnBtacklM.Air ..31T 



994 911C4 Arena 
901 911 Camrebfe, Mr —-JIT 

S3K MICa Coral___1ST 

93L 911 C2Hpt SBvw____20T 

COlffES . . 

92J 92BS4AutoCotat—48T 
96M Bt11kfltoo4IBdnigbt—7T 
93K MITtatoo 18State__21T 

96N 911C4Skis,Air-.12T 

991 9T1 Carat* TurqAb_1ST 
95H. Ml Up 5 Back, Ak„..13T 

95N STI TIpt *S* Midnight_1ST 

9681 9tt Curare State—.1OT 

ML Ml ttamrekiB-22T 

MU 9ncara«1tte »—ST 
96H 911 Curare Back, Airv^T 
ML Minpt'S’SvBDAar.^ZT 
92J 911 C4Hotrtajn.Ar—41T 

98F 9WSEWttte-41T 

TARGA 

9BN 9n C*T»re Iris Air-3T 

SSL 911 Rorio Black-;_15T 



C A ?. i BRIDGE 


9M S11 CarmaCOfiaAm ...JT 
968 9t1 CumCtelHBack...JT 
968 •><tegsrmyute.AT 
an 9n cam*TP'S 1 core*sir 2T 

« «TCabo4SteB.AT 

958 Stilus*CabAastea ....14T 
958 91tCtamCte11pVauRh9r 
991 111 Cum Core* Star....14T 
968 9nCtam1tSC*kis ...12T 
968 911 Cu m Cp»StateA1C .Sf 

W BtfCtTfeqiWHB .12T 

9Hr9nCfem2CW9aRte ..m 
BL JIITtagaTpSUSpecEU 2SV 
m mdc*rvTLu*.wife.2<r 

90H 9tl C2 Cab Star. ASX 

ME MUfeteCteltaikw.AST 


CC 319 

For transfer £3700. 

TEL: 

01179 732059 


&10J00- 

MA..C1 

jriaM.n 

jvran. 

RX90S. 

OX.SK. 

148 HU. 

maw. 


74im CMB0 

vrjii .tm 


2 TB 

Wanted by 
Private buyer 

Tel. 01298 
25087/78346 


10 AWN to 90 AWN or 
DLHanynoj 
Atabqr, 

01W77T673 
0831261297. 


329 829 GTS State. 

. ASX 

90. 89 Spat FM .. 

.2Bf 

94L MCfebtataYUra ... 

.XX 

BJL 99CfebSpatM4t.... 

.XT 

331 SMCOuwTpFM. 

. A3X 

91J FreuiMteaaWta. 

..1ST 

89G ItaretftaAimfM.. 

. .10T 

r.’rv it -it - 

erteta 


01223 S72372 
0374 227139 


We pay top prices for your quality used Porsche. 
Please call Ian Clark on 0831 34.47C5. 


EY 26 

1904 Number. 
Offers on £4995 

Tel: 

01332344363. 


REGISTRATION NO’S. 
CNDA MEMBERS 


N.E. Numbers 

0191 520 2200 


PO Box 1, Sunderland, SR2 7YS Fax 0191 528 6028 OPEN 7 DAYS 


GCN 7 

On retention. 
£3000+VAT. 

TEL: 01912528282. 
• (Ask for Ian) 


REGISTRATION 
NUMBERS - 


H13 SLK 

On retention 
£1,000 Plus 
Td 01483 714011 or 
Fax 01483 765451 


DSM«..iteN 
Mtai jrwte 
089771 .XUM 

or 2217 .Jim 

iocttd .rtm 

11DU...JOSO 
WTTte.XISM 
838 DfB.. £750 




ELITE REGISTRATIONS __ 

POBoK«D. Dwtaa.Wta,S»«Djre StedJay SrtSn 

Tel: 01380 818181 





DVLA CLASSIC COLLECTION AUCTION 
teTtieTbren Hall, Oxford «26th & 27th March 1997 


&ayw Aeafeiadmii^KtyoMfapB coc^ mocifayBnniixfar; 
Cjfl am and qaocz re£TB803 


0800 60 30 90 


liae> open 24 boon a diy. 7 &*p * wed. Cxcdogua wffl alio he nail- 
able on die door a die ale, or ahcnonvdjr <afi 0113 282 0707 for i 
fee ImBw iaongJl dhe tin after ud tfaiaih on how to buy 


PLATES WANTED NOW 

FOR IMMEDIATE CASH PURCHASE 
Bur® „ 1M1 ALLOATH£SS&StlfHXPLATISREQUBa) 
741 Em ^ eg:-ABC 123, JQH 262W, DIM 4V 
EMPQ oul NOT IN A HURRY? 

COMMISSION SALES ALSO AVAILABLE 
Ring us today tor your FREE written 
quotation with no obligation 


BO 7438. XI550 
All BM . £8M 
SUBRU XI *0 
KJBRS ..XfiM 
B19 BRU XI250 
BAY in .X7SEV 
BflTSt .XS50 
B11FFY .HU 
BUN4W ..XB0 
6 BVJ ... X1B9D 


IS HLF .. XI3S0 

uiMic..im 

»CSCO. £890 
HMV1M..2M 
art hoc .1990 

LIS HOI . 1560 

aihpo ..mo 

IfilS .19500 
HflOSCI .1900 
HU 419 . .£1350 
HUI11 £3500 

Bit HUT £990 
HUH Ik ..£1950 
KVJTIi ..SUM 
HUL111 Jl 490 
HY 4471 . XI150 
632HTB..X46C 


KDWH.xnoo 
R1EVM .. X175D 
F22KEV..X480 
F4SKEV. Xte> 


test ..XI990 
KHJ200 .X11S0 


D 4H2 
OB HWteO 
ItIHB 


90 CAB XI350 
*13 CAR X145D 
CAW9aa.xm 

CAZS...X9SH 
444CCC X29SC 
I CDS..111500 

I CET...X7950 
7CFJ ...J2SB0 
1CHM .XS5M 
C1AHY..J360C 

ciavDi.xssos 

TO CU. .X990 
«9ttT. XIW 
CMC 717 XHM 
B16C0B XIno 
as COX £990 
1CPD...X2S50 
660 CPC XI290 
600 CM XI tOO 
B7B>S .-XSBO 

II CPS..£3950 
A JOS . X175C 
43CRE..X1JM 
CRH 42 X1090 
CT2 
50CT...X050 
CUE7Y . X6S0 
902 CUP. XI150 
S48CWC . XS50 
S97CTH..X0N 


CAI...XJS50C 
AflGAA ,£9H 
GAY $4 .XI750 
B7GBS .££» 
B1GCL X1350 
G0KB5A .£350 
16GEA .13500 
H6GHF ..£450 
B6GEA ,.1750 
22GF...XCOO 
GW FT ..XSS0 
GHG3B .1890 
7SGHN .JBO 
GJ4N4.X19W 
8GJB..X2250 
900 GJB.£1490 
0UGU..X710 
SGML ..£3600 
GN 8395.£2500 
A SOLD ..£980 
A60L/A..JSO 
«GOT ,£1(58 
178 GO* £1250 
GR555..MS00 
KEflEY ..£890 
OSH 209 £1100 
GSVe4..£750 
GSV455..£750 
SGTA.,,X4H0 
7B6TH £1290 
02GTS ..£750 
GTT4«.£12W 
sn GUP .1990 
25GUC .12950 


THOUSANDS MOR E AVAILABLE 


BMNAA . XEB0 
MAP .£990 
IGF 19.. £1790 
252 MC.. £2900 

ucNiso .mo 
MC7D2 .£890 
IINE ...£4990 
WELL. ..£0500 
A3S0NEW £090 
9215 NG ■■ XSBO 
NH ...£4900 
BBBNHH .£760 
NUB 140 .£860 
HlALS ..£4658 
W16Q.WX19W 
N11KKK. X99S 
HJNSso.mo 
HUB 644 £1250 
9M NUF .£990 
HlOTTS .£1250 
sort . £0858 
H0TQ .£1650 
KS 5402. £1990 
KSVSSO..XS50 
554 MTD .. £780 
NTH 67..£1290 
911 HV. .£050 
9MY ... .£4990 


B2WAE .£750 
A811WAF £480 
VAT 121 £050 
WAY 500 ton 

wo.no xnso 
WE (174 £1350 
57 WH) ..JBO 


turns ..£896 

Asuan xnso 

SAP 851.£1480 
SBB21..X9S0 
57SBH..X2390 


0326S.. 12460 
SOAK ..£3900 
B1S0DS . J3B0 
K150FF £1190 
OGA3I £6500 
OU629 £89 
0PA72S . £59 
OH* 625 179 
1 OU ... £21000 


P19HLA. £1350 
PAH HD Y £450 
A3GPAr £490 
AS70PAT £450 
0755 PAT £390 
Bit PAY £129 


WVN32S .£79 
861 WB .£560 


2TUP ..£1990 
YH 228.-1660 


SDYPJ ..£750 
Tf»296..£690 


Did you Breakdown 
last year? 


NO 

Then save money with 

RE SCSI 

AUTONATMAL 


The breakdown service 
with a 25% Bonus 
Car Rescue from £24 
Total Superservice from £49.50 


LocalCall Brochure Line 

— 0645 100345 — 


To join ring 0645 755 


Please send me a FREE brochure 
Fax: 01277 200716 Anytime 

Name:. 

Address:... 

Postcode:.Phone:. 

Expiiy Date of Current cover..... 

Send to: Autonational Rescue, FREEPOST CL266, 

Brentwood, Essex CM14 4YW n f 



RENAULT 


ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY 


ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


tfooper^^Alpe 

50 Marytobone, High Street. 

London W1M3AD 
MULSAWE S 91 VannGonI 
Pmdmn.ady 22X00 Mbs, 

Supeib .£39£QC 

TURBO fl DO 

11 BugTBIub, Sinorf, 

36,000 eJob .XSLSOfl 

HIASANJE S USB 88 IkS 
MKMgM BMAasrola. Itai HAurfS. 
EffiCond. 42X00 mtes ..£31,5» 


SiwdDakBus.AfeiyA.lMi 
HLBrrps,54,000mta ...£23,500 

Tel: 01719351124 


ESPACE ALIZE 

1994. blue. PAS. air oon. 
new qrres, new MOT. taxed. 

£12^00 

4)141 4Z7 7570(d)/ 
0141 773 1957(e). 


ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY 


BENTLEY8 

CV*sk Hue. Minolta fede 
japed blue, kfliri iprfliniiig. 
ipcto icats. 24k. FSH. 

£31550. 

11485 


TURBO R LIMB 
Jan "82 4 speed. Cabal nth 
Puctenant taBwr and aa*M 
flrtsh. Lamb mgs. 96 tJyte . 
aloys, alarm & Immobfcer. 
COaferao. Wnn bnkelgic, 
VGC. FBSH 72.000 inBas. 
private refe. 

B45jQ 4) Ol 

EvwnlngB 01790074089 


BENTTiEY 8 

1987D, Wcdgcwood blue. 

mushrooni grey hide, 
5IL000 miles, EFl, ABS, 
alloy wheels. FSH. 1 
previous owner, excellent 
condition. £18,950 ono. 
Chester01244 J23ZZ3. 


REGISTRATION NO’S. 
CNDA MEMBERS 


’■Uisloriculh . nunibcr plttUs half nhniys »ouc a[> i’> lahic. If you hin 

a ;'O 0 d [>lalc n t II. it it ill lilcrilll) make you nioiicy.' 


QUENTIN WILLSON. BBC'S TOP GEAR 

. , AND WITH OUR GUARANTEED LOWEST 
PRICES YOU CAN'T BUY BETTER' 


ppR=iq 


aacok W» 

BH4 0*9 

csb» caw 

30 CT MB0 


SKAY tm 
mo i«o 

54BU am 
azt tm 
ran ca> 


nacuBB 
inn ten 

PA12WEW0 


The Most Affordable 
And Quickest Way lb Obtain Your 
Own Personalised Registration 




Then We Do The Rest 


smt um 
ISC D9W 
raw on 
KSJD raw 


wcbzi uy> 

muit e«a 

{73 MM aw 

sms are 
M«sa taw 
BsMir aw 


aaw n» 
sa* taw 
acbm esc 
srwi nw 
nan* tm 


a bet css* 
FW8BET NO 
eeixo Dm 

BSBEV dsb 
KBBCV MS 


GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 


BM0 DM 

r«s 

EM ML 090 0600 tH9 
MlBWinHGEF raw 
Bur BSW BSCEF aw 
9 &WV aw 
»m» aw 
MZ0W two 

5ta isn 

M25 tt® 

«I £» 

B»E» aw 

WOES SB9. , 

BRUY BBlEDGa OB|jUn7 

aau 1 


• Ol I 

asi era 
out tsto 
GT OSD 

tsii era 

BmauY on 

?ca sen 


taw I os in tsw too era 
■mi ran niu ten 
b?kvu aat mj77t tew 
l iu IV n» 

me ten 

sun ismi 


B?LCU CEM 

siow sen 

5LHU EBM 
iSBTi OSB 
UL« cm 
Lnnsr tre 


BARGAIN BASEMENT 


SB GW 
E3 I I0HDS 
a lvwsh 

7122 I KB 377 

Ita I HffiM 

creo 

TABS 


JB3VB OHS 
IWJ tra 
VBTS CBM 
IVME48 are 

UI4M DEB 

■w era 
aw raw 
wn« res 
E390 [V00QM Q9 
f»|WC9 283 

3 vp ten 

VS82 era 

• 

ns esefii 

srwn raw 


ins EsnlEira ra 
ciw aw »ea w 


wb aw 
F68S on 
if* tra 
if* an 
uu an fuen w 

B3C0E D» IMBFIT DM 
neon 0531*1 FEB cos 


f CRC»CR UY phONF TODAY FOR YCL'H , ‘."CURlT v ILL CiLLS ifl c RFC0RDLC 
TMOriS.*. nD 5 worn iWS'UDll. ti.OUStrO', Mfinr 

VANH l«. 


0121 353 3333 


Jp:r-n‘l'3M'\. S-.l5m ' 

Vnr. h. ; J• I'MIltrc '.‘.ffom.!, 

: l ,i r.:ci i ires 

8 :::. v i L:i■ i ;ii, ",r i ;i n *- 3 lI> 

ALL MAJOR CRLOIT CARDS ACCrPTLD 
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SATURDAY MARCH 8 1997 


Sal ly Seward recounts the wrangle over the resurrection of Babs, the car tragically raced by Britain’s forgotten record-breaker, Joh n Parry Thomas 

How a 


lost hero’s 


legend was 
exhumed 


T he stretch of sand on 
which John Godfrey 
Parry Thomas died is 
almost as obscure as 
the one-rime hero of British 
motoring himself. Parry 
Thomas broke the world land- 
speed record twice but died 
horrifically in an attempt on 
the long beach at Pendine 
Sands in South Wales. 

He should be remembered 
as a hero who gave up a 
promising career in the motor 
industry for record-breaking 
glory. Yet 70 years later, his 
memory only evokes a strange 
wrangle over the ownership of 
his car, nicknamed “Babs”. 

The car lay wrecked under 
fcndine Sands after the crash 
which claimed Parry Thom¬ 
as's life on March 3. 1927. 
Forty-two years later, Owen 
Wyn Owen salvaged the rot¬ 
ting hulk and spent 15 years 
restoring it — only to discover 
that he might nor be consid¬ 
ered the rightful owner. 

Pendine Community Coun¬ 
cil and the National Museum 
of Wales argued that the car. 
driven by a Welshman, must 
be pan of the nation's heri¬ 
tage. Owen was forced to set 
up his own trust and agreed to 
share rhe car with the council 
and museum. 

Now 70. Owen, a retired 
engineering lecturer, is per¬ 
mitted to drive Babs for two 
months each summer while 
the car spends the rest of its life 
as a record-breaking relic at 
Pendine Sands or inside Car¬ 
diff's Industrial and Maritime 
Museum. 

Owen says: "The trust has 






J^-1 .gjfc 



* 




NOTABLE BRITISH SPEED RECORDS 


The burnt-out wreckage of Babs is 
dug out in 1969, left Restored, above, 
as a relic, and with Party Thomas, its 
ill-starred driver, right 


1905 

1924 

1928 


agreed about the car and it's 
the right solution — it’s basi¬ 
cally Welsh property now. July 
and August are reserved for 
Babs to be shown at Pendine 
and the rest of the time is spent 
in the museum or with me. 

“When I was a boy I read 
about Parry Thomas and the 
buried car and that image 
stayed with me. Years later 1 
thought I would do something 
in recognition of his achieve¬ 
ment because he'd been 
forgotten.” 

Thanks to Owen. Parry 
Thomas’s memory has been 
resurrected somewhat after 70 
years of obscurity. Parry 


Thomas’s low profile is proba¬ 
bly due to his inability to be a 
public relations man. His 
redusiveness was poles apart 
from his rival, Donald Camp¬ 
bell, who was a high-profile 
society figure who could sense 
when a popping flash-bulb 
meant maximum coverage for 
his adventures. 

"Parry Thomas was a 
highly respected, brilliant en¬ 
gineer,” says Roger Ram age. 
of the Brooklands Museum at 
Weybridge. Surrey, where 
there is a collection of the 
driver’s memorabilia. 

The son of a vicar. Parry 
Thomas went to school in 


Oswestry where his love of 
engineering was nurtured. 
His mother was appalled, 
preferring the church or the 
army for her son but when he 
could not be swayed, she 
supported him until his break¬ 
through in 1917 when he was 
appointed chief engineer at 
Leyland Motors. 

There he produced the fa¬ 
bled 72-litre Leyland Eight, 
the first car produced in 
Britain with a straight eight- 
cylinder engine. It was 
launched in 1920 to compete 
with Rolls-Royce, but produc¬ 
tion lasted only two years with 
18 of die leviathan cars built. 

Parry Thomas had been 
allowed to race in one. and 
soon his lust for speed became 
all-consuming. At the age of 
37. he gave up his well-paid 
career to start racing. 


He raced a Higham Special, 
for which he paid £125 in 1924. 
It was a crude vehicle, but with 
money tight he opted for the 
cheapest way of getting a fast 
car. The car had belonged to 
Count Zborowski and under 
its bonnet sat a 12-cylinder 
chain-drive liberty aeroplane 
engine which developed a 
mighty 400 horsepower. 

Parry Thomas then made 
modifications to the long- 
nosed monster and christened 
it Babs. some say after the 
young daughter of Archie 
Frazier Nash, the legendary 
motoring pioneer. 

Parry Thomas had already 
hurtled to more than 171 mph 
in two record attempts in 1926 
in his Thomas Special, but he 
wanted to break the lSOmph 
barrier. His attempt was set 
for the Spring of 1927. the car 


readied and die long, flat 
beach of Pendine Sands 
d eared. 

On the day scheduled lor the 
record attempt. Parry Thomas 
was suffering from flu and 
was at Pendine Sands against 
die advice of his doctors. But 
he felt forced to make his 
attempt because he knew that 
his great contemporary’ and 
record-breaking rival, Henry 
Segrave, was an his way to 
Daytona Sands in the United 
States along with his expen¬ 
sive and much more powerful 
Sunbeam. 

If Parry Thomas was to hit 
the lSOmph mark first, it was 
now — or lose the initiative to 
Segrave. 

After two runs, Babs was 
still to break the barrier. Parry 
Thomas was anxious but con¬ 
fident and turned the car's 


1939 

1947 

1964 

1983 


A. Macdonald (Napier) 

M. Campbell (Sunbeam) 

H. O. D. Segrave (Sunbeam) 

J. G. P. Thomas (Thomas Special) 

M. Campbell (Napier-Campbell) 

M. Campbell (Napier-Campbell) 

H. O. D. Segrave (Irving-Napier) 

M. Campbell (Napier-Campbell) 

Sir Malcolm Campbell (R-R Campbell) 
G. E T. Eyston (Thunderbolt) 

J. R_ Cobb (Railton-Mobil) 

J. R. Cobb (Railton-Mobil) 

D. Campbell (Proteus-Bluebird) 

R. Noble (Thrust 2) 


mph 
1Q4.C 
146:11 

171021: 
174.88%. 
20&95^ 
231.44 
24649 
301.13 
357.50 1 

369.70r 
39440 
403.10- 
633.46 



long white nose to face the 
sands for a third run. The 
huge engine roared and the 
car rumbled forward to gather 
speed: the speedometer was 
turning past 179mph when die 
record attempt turned to trage¬ 
dy: Babs dipped a stray stone 
not cleared from the beach and 
a drive chain snapped. 

Babs skidded and slewed for 
a quarter of a mile before 
somersaulting three tunes and 
bursting into flames. The-me¬ 
chanics. first to reach the 


scene, discovered Parry Thom¬ 
as dead, virtually decapitated v 
the drive chain had whipped 
through the windscreen: 

Parry *11100135 was buried 
close to Brooklands in a 
churchyard at Byfleet — and 
Babs. fire-damaged, a virtual 
wreck, was buried in a huge 
hole on Pendine Sands. How¬ 
ever. she was only waiting for 
the day when she would be 
exhumed to cany on the 
-memory of one of Britain^ 
great motoring heroes. 




ftC*’ ' . • r - 

—l— -. i • 


tr- 


Littlei 


buy Fi 


MERCEDES 


_ W 


E!” 


Paying 

over 


£300 


to insure your 

Mercedes? 


It’s time you had 
the Privilege. 


Call now. 
You could 
save pounds. 


privilege 


INSURANCE 
I a*Md to The fiJMi Bjrt rt found to 


101132925555 


S32D LHB LWB, MR, BzUUum 
■lack Ml, Foil option*. 
£34900. 300SL LHD 24V Up- 
«*ck Rad. IMga Leather lac, 
rmn Gearbox. AMD Tlptronlc, 
94L £32JJQO. No Offlui or tfnM 
w mm 0448 1SS888 « 


300SL 


Conversable 1987.56,000 
miles. FSH, finished in 
Smoke Silver. Bergundy bit. 
T & T July ’97. absolutely 
st unn i ng . £19.950. 

Teb Day 01713548177, 
eves 01712269931. 


560SEC 


90H. AMG. wkk body, full spec 
+ 2 Onho seas, based rear 
seals. I9in spin run AMG iDoytf, 
bbek soft leather. Arctic white. 
Si/R. cracker. 41.000 odes. 
FMBSH. like new. Price new 
£98.000 htwi UK Mercedes 
dealership. £34.950. 

TeL 01522 794659 


200 E 


A«o.jw». 1990 (G). Met Gray. «sr. 
bead two. ndoarsene. 
FSH. 1 pmnii<*Mr.<Mn 
43.000 w 


£10.990. 
0171 4B14594h 
0171 2251836o. 


CTTY Offer: 89G 
SOOSL Sn*orflUack Hide. AJC, 
X/Sdbu. CD. Elec F/Seata ♦ 
Mon. A3D, Cruioo, Coloor 
Coded lonoa HH. 391 
£39fi9S. 0181 522 0023 


Legal & 
General 


<to*r 

85(M) E300 DIESEL AUTO 

Silver, grey leather, watnu nun. 
•fc. atann. *a*c». 22 JKJ 0 miles. 
MBSH. Company owner JPZ2.W3 
RICHARD HUBBARD 

01908315914 


280GE 


G reg. LWB. diamond 
silver, colour coded, 
factory alloys, recent 
tyres, bars and steps. 

Must be seen, £8500 ooo. 


01263 218451 / 22108L 


C200 

ELEGANCE 


am. 1996 K. Mias*. 
12400 nOB Tuiufa* 

Graerv tovnobtoo/jUrni, 

aftsgs. Trader radkt. 
£21,600. 

Tat 0171 7062030. 


E300C m —el. 93L. 4doar. Aoto, 
Silver Blae UexJ trim. Ws/c. 
walant d—h etc 41k FSR 
C2OJ0OO. Tafc 0193 4 441112 
Ha 01924 4S757S.T 


EVOLUTION 2 


Coswtifibl90E.L5.l6V. 
1990. metallic Hack, black 
leather, sunroof & air ecu. 

5000 miles only, 
unre g ist e red in UK, duty 
paid. £34550. 

0U16432117/0660 343404, 


230E 


< 1988 E> white, auto, 
navy doth, dw Sc ehfr. 
CD. 33k. FSH £8.750. 


London 

0802322709 


500 SE 


9aL30k fUBSH AOS, 8 We. 
BbarfSrey taa&ur. oritapv 
■ncnnynB. EcdMCttlL 

£37,500. 
let 01257 278550 
01204521715. 


300CE 91 Bine Paul i/c e/r aHoy 
wheels 1 owaar FSH ClZTtO. 
01482 666324X3802 285S82.T 




D egance. Oct 96, tfver. 
grey toother, air con, heated 
from seats, mem seats. CD 
stack. 4000 mfles only. 
knmacuiate&wrytvQh 
Spec £42595. 
Direct 

01213082642. 


CRY Offer: 96N 
SL2SO Sabr MWiatoauB 
HUH. QC. ECS, HAW. 1«T. 
eS499S. 0181 S22 0023 


280E 


aato, 93. sa. silver met, red 
leather, air con. FSH. alarm. 
30k miles, mint. 
QL500 


01773829997/ 

01332841337 


George Fraser - 


Dedicated to Quality 
Car Care Service 


Specialists in Mercedes-Benz 
Service, Parts, Repairs and 
Automatic Gearboxes 


1 20 years experience 
1 Mercedes-Benz trained technicians 1 
’ Free delivery Sc collection 
’ Free MOT on major Services 
1 Free diagnostic reports 
1 Repair and exchange of gearboxes 
Call us now on 


& 0181 795 1055 

Wembley, Middlesex > 


E22D Hau Aato 93 L. oltftnare 


Mmtfl- ■■i k. a blatesy. T 2 m 
ear la liuuarii lc wtih extra* 
ladsdbg lnrtiM«—beep- 
tra connta, Mnr and p ai aan- 
gar a lftl a pe , Ntf-tardllag 
enxp a ne l n a and tp th a wek- 
nd ipwtfkal tztpt a flumiTw 
Mareadaa deaackabla bin-nck. 
tu wtw a. Tcrazs for only 07.196. 

Telephone Sa w 

01772 253911 T 


C200 


Etog. 6/96N aoto. alloys 
green Mack nmshroiNn 
FMBSH MB wty raicass 
llkimmac 
£22,750. 


01603 721857 


Mercedes 


OWNERS 


COWBHHBNE ■SOBNBE 

EBW£ 170 


0345 123111 

AB Cab CtmvBd at Utcal Rate 


|l Hill House 
V Hammond 

■ M’tpr Insurance Sp-.’Ci.V/.i'.S 


320 CE 


Cib94. Almandweji line, 
leaibff. tracker. FSH. lady 
owner. 18k. perfect. 
£41580. 


01773 829997/ 
01332841337 


500 SEC 


H reg 1990, bb^bbdewafi 
cream Mde. 64k mh. 
FMBSH, jutt serviced, aSays. ] 
a/bag, ereiy extra, bnmac. 
Showroom mod. must be 


£19,000 
0181 803 5997. 



300CE 


1988. Black, air coo. CD. 
stereo, leather seats, full 
electrics. FMBSH. 
rmmac canditioo. 80k. 
£12995. 

01371 811312. 


300E 


1991J re*, part pvy mat. pry 
ttr.headMp . w/wq*. unroot , 
h*d l a m . i t nr hmd tmmkn. ' 
«uro.w*oirH*.F5K2 
owners. AMG. ipofler, Mk mb, 
ihowrooin c o ni i 


£15.750 
0161 653 2722. 


Stephen James 

Mercedes C230 Elegance 
1995 P 

D3rk Metallic Green 
with Grey Leather 
Air Con, 5 Speed, 
Automatic Cruise Control 
7500 Miles 

£ 27,495 

Cail Matthew Cooper 

0181 367 2626 Days 

0560 S55S50 Sun <i Eves 
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mot 
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Amo 92J. dark met grey, 
62.000 miles. FMBSH. 
es/r, e/w. remote alarm, 
stereo. 

£16,995. 

Td 01273 3W184 

eves only 
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220 TE 


Auio. 93K, grey. 
FMBSH. ESR. 
air coo. alloys, 
l prev own, 102k. 
£12^50. 

01214586904 
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MERCEDES 


j | 300 SL % 


1 A’seans, 1 

■ HtariSoaTnpg. tomn. 38,000 S 
™ mks. kamaettm. ffl 

■ £23,995. 1 

McmdofaiBajOp. 

95M TnumaUikr 7 -V... 
Grccn/Mushronm leafed-= 
Glmaru, KH Alloys, RiflSC,- ; 

1 Owner 21.UU0 mllcF . . 
154.995 : 

| 01819583094. 1 


CABRIOLET 

E220 Auto 

94(M) Blue Bat* M*/ 

mahroom temer efecktc 
Ktotqp.ahatotogyg.hMad 
seats. I owner. Sboiiina, 

efam, 38.CXM mflo*. FkOSH 

I £34^95 

Fito (faster iacWies 
01926408484 | 

| SL500 

| 99iT0HntoKecWH . 

H tatahar.8hota.ODatact.ASR, 

■ MSqm 

i £61,995. ‘ 

fi 01795668515. 

MERCEDES C220 

ELEGANCE Manual 

t 994 PrMe Plate 

IfaUtoatoey ton k» FMBSH 
37X00 itoee. etockic ounroal 
rada cassette. 

Sir hag Mkwt dash 
fcnmottoeer 8 eentml lototog 

only..—£17,995 

01203333466 
/04882303%.T | 

300CE 

24Vatve 

1990 

85k 

MgtalKc Bteck/teather, 

■fa, alarm, CO, 

FMBSH 

£18,750 

0181-650 3333.T 
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director, 


increase in pre-tax profits: 


& centre. Malcolm Simpson, financial director, right, and David Parker, retail operations 
• 1996 to E15.7 million. Earnings per share were 95.8p (79p) and the total dividend is 32p (26p) 
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UTITEWOODS;^ pools- 
ttwetailing group, has': bro¬ 
ken off negotiations-to-buy- 
the €395 mfllion EYeanans 
mail order business from 
Sears; leanng its expansion 
plans mdisarray. 

The move codld spaik a 
bidding ' stramlde for Free¬ 
mans, and isia blow to James 
Ross, diamnan of Littlewoods. 
who issthzggKng'fo refocus die - 
group after years of upheaval 
Only tfiree^ daysa^a little- 
woods put ipsfias high street 
shops up,for safe — part of a; 
drive to concentrate on home 
shopping. Part of anticipat¬ 
ed proceeds of £500 infllkm or 
more would have, financed die 
Freemans acquisition- The 


deal, announced in January, 
recdvod an early setback 
when h was referred, to the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission (MMQ- Utile- 
woods hoped to secure an 
-exclusive deal with Sears, but 
" was informed on 'Wednesday 
that it . had received “ap¬ 
proaches from a number of 
parties*’. They are thought to 
include N Brown, the Man¬ 
chester mail order cbnipajiy. 

Uttiewoods conceded yes¬ 
terday die dining Was “unfor¬ 
tunate”, but did its best to put 
a. positive gloss on events. The 
Freemans acquisition would 
have boosted its presence in 
the agency market, where 
Littlewoods is second to Great 


By Jon Ashworth 

Universal Stores. A company 
spokesman said the sale of 
Uttiewoods stores would pro¬ 
ceed as planned, “lrs all 
systems go. This will have no 
impact an the stores sale." 

The development is a high- 
risk move by Liam Strong, die 
embattled Sears chief execu¬ 
tive, who hopes to distribute 
the Freemans sale proceeds to 
shareholders through a share 
buyback or special dividend. 
.Sears said it was reviewing the 
new approaches, and hoped to 
conclude negotiations “in 
weeks rather than months". 

Mr Strong said: “Consolida¬ 
tion in the mail order market 
will result in benefits for 
Freemans, its customers, and 


Sears shareholders. It re¬ 
mains the board's intention to 
achieve the price expected for 
Freemans, and to return the 
cash proceeds to ordinary’ 
shareholders. We are commit¬ 
ted to achieving this in the 
shortest possible time frame." 

Littlewoods said it remained 
keen to talk to Sears about an 
exclusive deal, but conceded 
privately that prospects were 
bleak. It insisted that its 
presence in home shopping 
remains strong. Its direct busi¬ 
ness, Index Extra, generated 
£150 million in sales last year 
— making it number three in 
the sector — and the company 
has ventured into the niche 
marker with the purchase of a 


stake in Jacques Vert. Further 
deals are expected. 

For Mr Ross, the farmer 
chief executive of Cable and 
Wireless, the week’s events are 
an embarrassment. He has 
been working on a strategic 
review with Bain & Company, 
the management consultant, 
and has enjoyed a spell of rela¬ 
tive boardroom calm. Fbuding 
among descendants of Sir 
John Moores. Uttiewoods 
founder, and his brother, Cec¬ 
il. had threatened to over¬ 
whelm the group. He said: 
“Our intention to be a world- 
class home-shopping business 
remains unchanged. " 

Trmpus. page 28 
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Lilley phone poll 
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I BIRMINGHAM CITY may 
be languishing dose to the 
bottom of football’s first divi¬ 
sion, but the club, scored a 
.goal.-in'the City when its 
shares raced to a 16 per cent 
premium on the first day of 
dealings on the stock market 

The shares, which now 
trade on the Alternative In¬ 
vestment Market (AIM), rose 
Sp to 58p, valuing the com¬ 
pany at £29 million. The 
flotation raised £73 million to 
invest in the dub. 

Karren Brady, who be¬ 
comes the youngest female 
chief executive of a quoted 
company, saw the value of 
her 750.000 share options 
increase to £435,000. Trevor 
Francis, the manager, is be¬ 
lieved to have purchased 
40,000 shares, while Steve 
Bruce, the team captain, took 


a stake of 50.000 shares. 
Birmingham’s arrival on the 
AIM lifted the total new 
money raised on the smaller 
companies' market beyond £1 
billion yesterday. 

About 260 companies are 
quoted on the market with a 
total capitalisation of more 
than £6 billion. 

Birmingham said that the 
issue was substantially over¬ 
subscribed. There were 7,000 
individual applications, of 
which 1,900 were from season- 
ticket holders. 

Birmingham City is at 
present five places off the 
bottom of the table after a 
disastrous run of form that 
has seen them lose seven of 
their last eight games and 
could face a lough battle to 
avoid relegation at the end of 
the season. 


PETER LILLEY. rhe Social 
Security Secretary, personally 
canvassed the UK's biggest 
life companies for their re¬ 
sponses to the proposed priva¬ 
tisation of pensions. 

On the day the proposals 
were published, he and a 
number of his officials phoned 
the major players in the indus¬ 
try to gauge their reaction. 

Until then, his plans for 
reform of the state pension 
had been kept under wraps for 
fear uf the political damage 

that could have lxx-n done had 
incomplete information 
leaked out. So secret were the 
proposals that the insurance 
industry was taken by sur¬ 
prise by the announcement- 
Mr Lilley's first opportunity to 
gather responses from insur¬ 
ers was on Wednesday. 

Among those contacted by 


Mr Lilley were Richard 
Branson, head of the Virgin 
empire and founder of Virgin 
Direct, which sells pensions 
by phone: Sir Peter Davis, 
chief executive of Prudential 
Corporation, the biggest name 
in UK life and pensions; and 
David Prosser, chief executive 
of Legal ii General. 

Tony Wood, marketing 
manager of Virgin Direct, 
said: “Richard's reaction is 
that this is a good step, but it is 
u lung time overdue. We 
remain concerned that the 
traditional pension companies 
are being given a massive 
gulden goose, and we question 
whether the industry in its 
present form really deserves, 
and is equipped to handle, 
such ;t large responsibility." 

Anne Ashworth, page 31 


Subbuteo loses home fixture 



SUBBUTEO, the table-top footfall 
came invented in Tunbridge Weils, 
f& in 1947, is no longer to be made 
in Britain. 

The derision o£ Hasbro, die US toy 


250 twlUnaanacs. iirc ^ 

dosing two Waddington Games fac¬ 
tories, m Castle Gate near Lads, and 
Paddock Wood,. Kent .. 

- Hasbro bought the games division 

1991 #tldington devised the Cluedo 
- oame and made Monopoly, an \mwh 


By Adam Jones 

can invention, under licence in the UK. 
It bought die rights to Subbuteo after 
England’s Woria Cup triumph in 1966. 

Between them, die last two Wad¬ 
dington factories produced Subbuteo 
and Monopoly pieces, craft toys and 
direedimensiona! jigsaws for Hasbro. 

The company said the UK factories 
are outdated and have continued to be 
less efficient than purpose-built 
Hasbro plants overseas, where spare 
capacity exists. The Castle Gale fac¬ 
tory. which employs 200, was designed 
as a first world War munitions 
building. Btyr Ellis, managing direc¬ 
tor of Hasbn JK. said the “difficult 


but necessary derision has norbing to 
do with the cost or quality of British 
labour’'. He said: “The children’s 
entertainment market is extremely 
competitive." 

The closures will happen on June 7. 
The mouldings processes will be 
transferred to its big Irish factory in 
Waterford with other operations di¬ 
verted to Valencia in Spain. 

Ian McCartney. Labour’s Chief 
Employment Spokesman, said: "Yet 
again a major company is exporting 
jobs to other European countries 
which operate a minimum wage and 
the social chapter." 


Former ; 
NatWest, 
trader ; 
resigns j 
new job I 

By Robert Miller i 

BANKING CORRESPONDENT 

KYRlACOS PAPOUIS. the for- j 
mer NatWest derivatives trad- ; 
er at the centre of an investiga¬ 
tion into a £50 million “black j 
hole", has resigned from his j 
job with a US broker. j 

Bear Steams, a US secure- | 
ties house, yesterday con- • 

firmed his departure. A 1 
spokeswoman said: “We have 1 
accepted the resignation of ! 
Kyriacos Papouis. an interest 
rate options deafer in our de¬ 
rivatives department. We have 
conducted a thorough review 
of his open trading positions 
and are satisfied that they 
were all booked and valued 
property. We have notified the 
Securities and Futures Au¬ 
thority (the UK watchdog for 
brokers and futures dealers) of 
his resignation." 

Mr Papouis, who left 
NatWest Markets in Decem¬ 
ber, has retained Stephen 
Pollard, a partner in Kingsley 
Napley, the City law firm. Mr 
Pollard represented Nick 
Leeson, the rogue trader 
whose dealings cm die Far 
East money markets caused 
the £830 million collapse of 
Barings two years ago. 

NatWest is eroded id con¬ 
clude its internal investigation 
into the £50 million “black 
hole" some time next week. 
The bank's investigators are 
looking at how die losses, 
mcuiTKi on the interest rate 
options market, could have 
gone undetected few so long. 

Neil Dodgeson. Mr Kip- 
ouis’s immediate supervisor, 
has been suspended “for failing 
to supervise, pending the con¬ 
clusion of an internal inquiry". 

Interest rate options are in¬ 
struments used to limit or cap 
potential loss-making positions 
in the event of volatile move¬ 
ments in world interest rates. 
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This year American households will purchase more home 
computers than televisions- And. chances are, many of them 
will be tuning in’ to the Internet, the fastest growing human 
institution ever nude. 

Out of the Internet has sprung the Nforid Wide Yftb, 
already used by over 20 milBon people, a figure expected to 
dfrnhlf thisymn Will it grow to bursting point, or transform 
into something we can't yet imagine? 

As international investment specialists, Martin Currie has 

the insight to determine who stands to benefit most from 
the phenomenal growth in new technology- 
in short, we’re switched on. 




MART! N *CU R Rl E 


For a guide to investing with us, 
cafi 0500 6162 65 


Martin Currie Investment Management Ltd, Saltire Court. 20 Castle Terrace. Edinburgh EH12ES. Redialed by IMRQ. 
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Cash call 
by Saville 
Gordon 

J Saville Gordon, the prop¬ 
erty group, has agreed to 
buy Rutland Industrial Es¬ 
tates Limited (RIEL) for 
£605.000 and then finance 
the purchase, for £46 mil¬ 
lion. of property portfolios 
from Peel Holdings and 
the Royal London Mutual 
Insurance Society through 
a rights issue. 

At 55p per share, the 
five-for-six issue will raise 
£45.6 million. Roger 
Carey, part-owner of 
RIEL which was negotiat¬ 
ing the property deal on its 
own account, will become 
chief executive of J Saville 
Gordon. 

Torex ahead 

Torex, the tool hire and 
computer management 
systems company, lifted 
1996 pre-tax profits to £1.47 
million (£527.000). Profits 
were helped by the pur¬ 
chase of Smart Terminals 
for £4.8 million. Earnings 
were 4.3p a share (2.4p). A 
l.6p final dividend makes 
a 2p total (l-5p). 

Argent sales 

Argent the property in¬ 
vestment and develop¬ 
ment group, has sold two 
distribution units, in 
Didcot and Bicester, to 
British Telecom Pension 
Scheme for ESS million, 
reflecting a net yield of 73 
per cent The shares were 
unchanged at 47Ip. 


TOURIST 

RATES 


Australia S ... 2.14 1.98 

Austria Sch .... 2037 1837 

Belgium ft 59.77 55.47 

CanadaS.... 2.300 2.140 
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France Fr _ 9 63 9 04 
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Italy Lira . 2861 2688 

Japan Yen...... 209 00 193.00 

Malta . 0.659 0.804 

Nether Ids Gld 3251 3.021 

New Zealand S 2.44 222 

Norway Kr 11.70 10.90 

Portugal Esc.. 287.00 268.50 

S Africa Rd.... 7.76 6.96 

SpamPta .... 24430 227.50 

Sweden Kr_ 1295 12.15 

Switzerland Ft 231 233 

Turkey Lira .... 206700 194700 

USAS. 1.708 137B 

Rates tor smal denonknatran bank 
notes only as supplied by Barclays Bank 
PLC. Diflererrt iaIss apply to traveller'a 
cheques. Rates as at dose of tradkig 
yesterday 


GKN plans to 
appeal over 
$ 600 m award 


By Oliver August 


GKN. the engineering group, 
will be embroiled in US litiga¬ 
tion for at least a further 18 
months after its decision yes¬ 
terday to appeal a $600 mil¬ 
lion damages award. 

Meineke Mufflers, a GKN 
subsidiary, was being sued by 
its franchisees, who are alleg¬ 
ing that Meineke defrauded 
them by diverting advertising 
funds. The $b00 million in¬ 
cludes punitive damages as 
well as compensation. 

It is the highest commercial 
damages award against a 
British company by an Ameri¬ 
can court Ted Pearce. 
Meineke’s senior counsel, 
said: “This is begging to be 
appealed. The appeal would 
last 18 months or more." He 
said that several secondary 
issues had to be resolved 
before the appeal could be 
lodged. 

In London a group spokes¬ 
man said that the appeal had a 
good chance of success. “Giv¬ 
en that GKN is advised that it 
has very strong substantive 
and procedural grounds for 
doing so, it will appeal as soon 
as possible," he said. 

GKN declared a £270 mil¬ 
lion provision resulting from 
the case, only hours after 
announcing its full-year re¬ 
sults on Thursday. The group 
earned record pre-tax profits 
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of £362.8 million in the year to 
December 31, up from £322.4 
million in 1995. No provision 
was made before the damages 
were announced to avoid ap¬ 
pearing to admit guilt After 
the exceptional charge die 
accounts will now show a pre¬ 
tax profit of £80 million. 

The charge was set at E270 
million, rather than £400 mil¬ 
lion. after a 34 per cent cut in 
the damages. The dividend 
will not be affected by the 
damages provision. The 
shares dosed 46p higher, at 
I,020p. after dipping briefly to 
below 95flp in early trading. 

Dealers were reassured by 
GKN’s determination to ap¬ 
peal. and an out-of-court set¬ 
tlement is on the cards again. 
It is considered unlikely that 
the franchisees will get the full 
£270 million. 

Andy Chambers, industry 
analyst at SocGen, said: The 
share price has been absolute¬ 
ly trashed by various press 
comments in recent weeks, 
indicating that they could 
have up to $800 million of 
liability. The market was over- 
discounting the worst-case 
scenario. We now have a dear 
figure of die provision and 
likely cash outflow from the 
litigation and we can ascertain 
what the real impact on earn¬ 
ings is likely to-be." 




John Byford. left the chairman of Litho, who is to become non¬ 
executive in May next year, with Mike Hammond, the manag¬ 
ing director who will become chief executive. The group, Bri¬ 
tain's largest independent supplier of printing and graphic arts 
products, yesterday reported a rise in 1996 pre-tax profits to £729 
million (£6.64 million). Earnings rose to I8p (16.6p) a share; the 
total dividend is 8.15p (7.6p), with a final 5p due on May 30. 


Watchdog 
fines broker 
£10,000 for 
‘churning’ 

By Robert Miller 

A PRIVATE diem broker has 
been fined and suspended by a 
City watchdog for "churning" 
investors’ portfolios, induding 
those of two elderly sisters. 

The Securities and Futures 
Authority (SFA), the regulator 
for brokers and futures deal¬ 
ers, said that between January 
and November 1994, Dadd 
Pbrter. who worked for Rob¬ 
son CottereD. of Bourne¬ 
mouth. had undertaken 1SS 
and 189 trades respectively cm 
the two dient accounts. 

The watchdog added that 
the overall value of the trades 
were “more than four times 
the values of the portfolio. 
Stocks were repeatedly traded 
rather than held, and a num¬ 
ber of stocks were traded on 
four or more occasions..." 

Mr Porter was suspended 
from the SFA register of 
representatives for 12 months, 
reprimanded and fined 
£10.000 with similar costs. His 
employer. Robson Coaerell. 
was reprimanded. fined 
£20,000, with costs of £10,000. 
and required to refund a 
proportion of commission and 
other charges paid by two 
clients. 

The SFA said that after Mr 
Porter was questioned by SFA 
inspectors about his trading 
cm the two client accounts he 
“devised a letter from a dient 
purporting to thank the firm 
for its active management of 
the accounts". 


Lonrho appoints 
new chairman 


BSkyB breaks off 
digital-TV talks 


By Jon Ashworth 


By Alasdair Murray 


SIR JOHN CRAVEN, who 
took the helm at Morgan 
Grenfell in the wake of the 
Guinness affair, has been 
made non-executive chairman 
of Lonrho, the pan-African 
trading conglomerate. 

Sir John. 56. succeeds Sir 
John Leahy, who is to step 
down at the annual meeting 
on March 20. He remains a 
non-executive director. The 
move completes a boardroom 
reshuffle that sees Dieter 
Bock, the German property 
entrepreneur, depart to pur¬ 
sue new interests. Mr Bock 
sold his 18.6 percent of Lonrho 


to Anglo American in October, 
and resigned as chief executive 
in favour of Nicholas Morrell. 

Mr Morrell aims to unbun¬ 
dle the empire built over three 
decades by Tiny Rowland. Lon- 
rho's founder. Under plans 
unveiled more than a year ago. 
Lonrho would be split into two 
companies, one focusing on 
mining and the other on trad¬ 
ing. Lonrho is negotiating a 
sale of its Princess Hotels. 

Sir John Craven rescued 
Morgan Grenfell after Guin¬ 
ness — the bank advised on the 
Distillers bid — and negotiated 
its sale to Deutsche Bank. 


BSKYB has broken off talks 
with Kirch Gruppe over the 
launch of a digital-television 
service in Germany. 

BSkyB. which is 40 per cent 
owned by News International, 
owner of The Times, was 
seeking to take a 49 per cent 
stake in DR — a joint venture 
digital-television satellite pro¬ 
ject aimed at the lucrative 
German market. 

A provisional agreement be¬ 
tween the two companies was 
signed in July 1996. But the 
company said last month that 
the deal had run into problems. 
It added yesterday that it had 


Terminated the heads of agree¬ 
ment because of "a failure to 
agree on a number of funda¬ 
mental issues". 

BSkyB shares tell 7p to 
blob p. The company is under¬ 
stood to be exploring new 
opportunities in continental 
Europe. 

□ Three UK cable companies 
— Telewest Comunications, 
Bell Cablemedia and Nynex 
CableComms Group — yester¬ 
day agreed a deal with Gener¬ 
al Instrument, the US 
electronics company, to sup¬ 
ply set-top boxes for decoding 
digital TV. 


[ bu siness roundup 3 ^ -A J? 

Shares continue 11^ 
upward progress 

4420 3 while the Dow Jones industrial average rose 

points, to 7.003.19 in early "fading- pehruanT wo0 ‘ ■>-i 

US non-farm payrolls rose by 339.0<» in February^wfi; 

above market expectations, compared ^ 

January-The overall unemployment rate & 1 . 

to 53ner cent Bui average hourly earnings rose by a Jess 1 
expected 0-2 per cenL Much of the improvement jn j obs . was . 
SVed toWmer than expected St 

employment in construction. As a result St 

expect the Federal Reserve to raise interesi rates on Man* 2^j g.-* 

ITT sells Madison stake g 

ITT. the hotels group that is fighting a $ 6-5 billion bid frqoL. , 
Hilton Hotels, has sold its half share in Madison Square-- 
Garden, the New York arena, for $650 million. The^purc^i- , ^. 
is television Systems, which owns ^eother^h^o fftg , ^ 
arena. The deal includes the New York Nicks bastetballteqr 

and the Rangers hockey team as well as the MSG cable-TV ^- 

network. ITT said it represented an 8! per cent gam on the ^ 
$360 milllion it paid for the stake two years ago. . _■ 

WT Foods share placing 

WT FOODS, the specialist foods manufacturer, is raising . -fcj 
£7£5 million through a share placing and open offer to fund:' !*>« 
the acquisition of Chadha International, an importer » 
distributor of Chinese and other oriental foods, for £6.7 - ~ 
million. WT also announced the sale of Red Rose Ve/vRs r «- y. 
cotton velvet manufacturer, to the vendors of Chadha foi*- } ; 
£600.000. New WT shares are being offered at 30p. Existing^ =l> 
shares were unchanged at 33p yesterday. * ^ ^ 

Whitbread agrees sale ^ 

WHITBREAD has agreed the conditional sale of its Keg * 
restaurant business to Raleigh Corporation of Canada .far < . v 
£23 million. Keg operates 63 managed and 18 franchise^; ;V 
restaurants in Canada and the Pacific North West David '. ; > : 
Thomas. Whitbread chief executive designate, said Keg-wits’: ;• 
non-core. “Now is a good time for us to sell the business as it • 
is producing sales growth and trading more profitably,’* he ^ 
said. Whitbread will continue to concentrate on Europe...." " > 

Warning by Hawtin -^zt 

SHARES in Hawtin, the manufacturer and distributor, . ... 
dropped 6p to 40p after the group said that it was likely to.' 
report a loss from its American distribution business in the 
first half of the year because of the costs of replacing its ■ 
distribution agreement for Barclay Leisure products in the.- t 
US. The company said rhar during the time taken to establish ' „ 

a new distributor in America there had been a loss of sales; : rj- 
that had not yet been made up. ' - 

Compass in Swiss deal 

COMPASS, the contract catering group, is to take a 20 per - 
cent stake in Select a, a food vending machine company. - • 
Selecra, part of Valora. the Swiss group, will soon be floated - 
on the Swiss stock exchange. Compass's investment which is :-* 
unlikely to exceed £50 million when the flotation price is set 
is to be funded by cash and equity. It forms part of a co- r.- 
operation agreement which will see Compass buying all the r 
food for Selena'S European vending and food service. _ -- j 
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NEW HONG KONG & CHINA TRUST 

Fixed Price Offer: 3 - IS March 7997 



The power of China, 
the flair of Hong Kong. 


The death of Deng Xiaoping, architect of China's economic revolution, has recently focused the world's 
attention on China. Few have folly appreciated the scale of the dramatic and irreversible changes which 
are leading to the creation of a new economic superpower. Hong Kong's renowned commercial 
sophistication has and will continue to place it at the forefront of the modernisation process. Its highly 
developed stockmarket provides an excellent conduit through which investors con participate in China's 
rising prosperity at valuations which remain cheap by international comparison. 

The new Guinness Flight Hong Kong & China Unit Trust allows investors to take advantage of the 
extraordinary opportunities which, in our view, are flowing from China at a time of historic change. 

GUINNESS FLIGHT 


"Launch (Damns 08 ttw Trier's normal Wa diage at 5K, avaBaHe owing fund price o«er 3-18 March 1937 ertv. delate on request. Mrtmwn 
Inwatmems- El .000. r^griar sovtngsiE50pin. Fkiduahotte fri tha vakie of die underiyng seem ws and ttw ncome from them and dongas n interest and 
■acnange rates mean mat the vafcreot Bus wvteL no .4 and the income artang from it mavtaiiag wBa-mr»anrian»nni r» ui r --wwn . i ri iwtimnn m rtay. 

artd expenses meats you may nx get twk the anort yw mested. Investor: should also be wro of the atom man vobtity associated wWimaiy 
developing martnls. In pwticuar. rwodon; attention is efrawn to the emfaryonc nnkre of China's stock mafcets. PtWcal. msfcet and settlement nsta am 
twgher thnn fr? more developed mrftets, whist accaunbnq. rsgutsfcxy and ssaxtstte are Ktwer Foryowpiotecnon teteawne caia rnoy be recorded. 

Issued by Guinness FB^ii Unt Trm Mviagers Lfaiitad. Regulated by IMHO and The Person^ Investment Authority. 


A pack of awards. 
But still no charges. 
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WHAT INVESTMENT 
VESTMENT GROUP OF 
THE YEAR 1996 


1ST FIVE YEAR 
INVESTMENT TRUST 
(SMALLER GROUP) 
MLCROPAL AWARD 


MONEY OBSERVER 
BEST INTERNATIONAL 
TRUST AWARD 1997 


When it comes to performance awards, this year Finsbury Asset Management'appeare to 
have been a roanng success. To complement our collective achievement, numerous 
individual Finsbury investment trusts have also been given independent accolades 
Yet despite our pride, we still make no charges in our PEPs or Savings Plans. 

To find out more simply cull 0990 502017 or return the coupon Mow. 


Please return to: 

FINSBURY ASSET MANAGEMENT LIMITED. FREEPOST. (KJE 7259) LONDON EC2B ->L 
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A WORKING WEEK FOR: EDWARD GILLESPIE 


Robfti MfflCTinficts 3 . managing director 
deteigimed to crc3,te the right atmosphere 
for ij premier event in the raring calendar 


can keep one jump ahead 


‘son 


placiii, 


- ' Si”* lr| - 

.Y-.v 


' e es sale 


. - C-, 


awlin 


viss 


-- 1 ANYONE who has 
f Mpiklay ever participated in a 
A sporting event win tel] 

• yon thai preparation is 
wledneaday alL If you don't get it 

UkrikH befotciiaxul it is 

iHllgqau , y[ unlikely to come good 

^ rktav L/l on the day; as Edward 
■ Gillespie; die manag- 
• iilg director of. Chel¬ 
tenham Racecourse, should Know. 

Next week 150,000 people -will descend 
on thepictoreixflK.tovm^ Cheltenham to 
celebraie the annual three-day festival of 
National Hunt racing. There may be 
swankier race meets, and no doubt richer 

pickings to be had. elsewhere, but the 

Cotswdd nurse is where the aficionados 
of the jmnp^irc gather year after year to 
admire die horses, applaud the jockeys’ 
braveiy, meet old. friends, drink and eat 
copious amounts, and generally enjoy die 
craic. Even those who are no longer able 

to maketfte trip maintain __ 

their finks = by having ” 

thdrashes scaSered over CT hia 

the course. • AI1C 

It is Giflesptes job lb 
--. ensure that all the ede- GclcDrc 

.^brairts. led by their pa- erv^rf 

tron. Queen Elizabeth SjAfi L. 

the Queen Mother, the f*rvmp 

Irish Ambassador and LUinc ’ 

5,000 fans of his fellow oo V f ni 
countrymenwho make **■/» 

Ae annual pilgrimage. 
leave on Thursday evening with happy 
memories. AbOtebed race, a stolen walla 
or a lade of loos can spoil an otherwise 
memorable festival. 

Besides the racing, culxninaiing in 
Thursday’s £200,000 Gold Cup spon¬ 
sored by the Tote, the main talking paint 
is likely to. be.-the E10 million new 
grandstand to be opened officially by the 
Queen Motherpn Wednesday. Topped by 
a panoramic restaurant, where tables and 
^ food cost between £345 and £395 a head, 

* the grandstand represents racing in the 
21 st century. 

The imposing hew structure boasts a 
museum 7to. past, equine and hu man 
triumphs, inducting a mec hanical horse 
for aspirant joiaeys, corporate boxes, a 
spacious Irish theme bar complete with 
band, as well as the Tote and television 
screens. That , are also superb viewing 
platforms for the disabled whose needs 
are recognised and incorporated around - 
thecourse. - ... - 

The grandstand wOl certainly be a 
major talking point and Gillespie is 
braced for same pithy views from the die¬ 
hard traditionalists. One feature <rf the 
new building is. the amount of roam 
allocated to kjb&Tf&f, says Gillespie, is at -.. 
ijthe insistence of.LordVestey, the cfaafo 


man * 1 w ho mingles with the crowds on 
race days and listens to the feedback. Now 
F* enormously spacious facilities have 
trreverenfly been dubbed “Sam's loos’ 
after me chairman. 

the 44-year-dd Gillespie, who once 
raoe m an amateur race around die 
course to raise funds for Comic Relief, and 
rajiK last, has to move with the times. 
Cheltenham has an annual turnover of 
nrariy eio million and Gillespie, a 
graduate from the University of York — 
it had a deosnt racecourse" — with a 
degree m politics, presides over a flourish¬ 
ing business. 

. Around £6 million is generated directly 
by the festival, with a further E1S million 
indirectly from television and advertising, 
and the remainder from a dozen or so 
National Hunt racing days in the year. 
Additional revenue is raised from hiring 
out the grandstand for conferences and 
weddings. Already Gillespie has a wea- 

_i__ ther-eye cocked to the 

- _ . financing of the next 

6 The festival grandstand. “This new 

t one replaced a stand 

celebrates our built “ »»*.- he 

explains. "Nowadays 

sport. People ™y have about a 

year life eyrie." 

come, dare I Like any other busi- 
_ _ nessman, Gillespie's 

say, for a fix 9 working week has its fair 

share of bread-and-but- 
ter jobs. Cheltenham is 
just one of 12 courses, from Epsom and 
Aintree to Market Rasen and Hunting¬ 
don, owned by die Jockey Club through 
Racehorse Holdings Trust, and the 
managing director has to keep a tight 
control On budgets and administration 
This particular working wed: runs from 
Monday to tomorrow, and has included 
daily tours of the grandstand, a special 
inspection of the Royal Box on Tuesday, 
security meetings with police on Thurs¬ 
day, and a briefing to staff supervisors 
yesterday. The first “star” to arrive was 
Imperial Calk last year's Gold Cup 
winner, who likes to make the journey 
from Ireland early to settle in and to 
establish territorial dominance. 

One ofWednesday’s more unusual jobs 
was to find acaxmmodation. almost 
-impossible during festival week when 
hotel prices double and people have to 
.stay .as far afield as Birmingham, for a 
French trainer and his wife. 

.- “We have spent thelast nine or ten 
months planning this year's festival and 
work actually begins an preparing the 
course in the first week of January. Every 
stage of the planning has to be communi¬ 
cated to the staff because it is vital that 
everyone actually knows what is going 
on." says Gillespie, who is married to 
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Ready for the off; Edward Gillespie, managing director of Cheltenham racecourse. "'We have spent the last nine or ten months planning for the festival” 


Alyson. a music teacher, and has three 
children. Siobahn, 17. George. 14, and 
Rosanna, 8 . Gillespie has 14 folj-time 
members of staff, swollen to thousands in 
the run-up to and during the racing. 
While the managing director reams all 
over the course, picking up a stray milk 
bottle, checking that plants will be in 
place on the front of the grandstand, 
worrying about a step up from the Irish 
Bar over which people might trip, Philip 
Arkwright, the derk of the course, is 
patrolling the turf, Between them. Gilles¬ 
pie, Arkwright and Rosemary Ham¬ 
mond, who is in charge of sales, have 
clocked up an impressive 53 Cheltenham 
festivals. 

The state of the course has been the 
subject of some controversy. Martin Pipe, 
the champion trainer, said on Wednesday 
that although the ground was not as fast 


as many had feared, it was "puddingy" in 
a number of places. Gillespie, who 
became a racecourse manager at the age 
of 22 “because, like many others. I was a 
frustrated jockey and not sufficiently 
brave”, says of the course debate: “I’m not 
short erf advice on what we should be 
doing." 

If he should ever fancy a career in the 
City — although it is hard to envisage 
him cooped up in the Square Mile — 
Gillespie will not be short of contacts. 
Cheltenham boasts almost as many 
followers from the Mecca of money as it 
does from the Emerald Isle, and the 
tented village and boxes will be overflow¬ 
ing with a veritable Who's Who from the 
world of business and finance. 

This year’s list of Cheltenham support¬ 
ers and backers includes Guinness, 
sponsors of Tuesday'S £75.000 Arkle 


Challenge Cup and the Pure Genius 
festival awards; Royal & SunAIliance, the 
insurer and sponsor of Wednesday's 
£75,000 steeplechase and £45.000 Novice 
Hurdle: and Vodafone, through its recent 
acquisition of the Astec Buzz Shop. 

Vodafone, coincidentally, is the current 
sponsor of the Derby, and was signed up 
vwien Gillespie was in charge of the 
Epsom race for a two-year period. Indeed, 
it was he who led the somewhat contro¬ 
versial derision to move the event from its 
traditional Wednesday slot to Saturday. 
Of that derision he says: “We were trying 
to bring the Deity up-to-date in a very 
short period. Even if it does revert to 
Wednesday we still had to make a clear 
statement at that time and it has been very 
effective.” 

The name of the game, says Gillespie, is 
to create the right atmosphere for people 


to meet each other in convivial surround¬ 
ings but not to do deals other than betting, 
of course. Turnover on the Tote last year 
was almost E 6 million and on the 
racecourse itself £1 million is gambled on 
each of the 20 races, in which some 360 
horses will be running. 

As most people look forward to a 
relaxing weekend Gillespie is girding 
himself for the climax of his working year. 
“The festival is a celebration of our sport 
People come, dare I say it, for a fix. They 
are carried along on the emotion of it all 
and go away exhausted after three days of 
bring totally immersed.” 

With 14,000 bottles of champagne, 
20.000 bottles of wine and 50,000 bottles 
of beer, plus a lake of Guinness and 
Murpheys, the task of cheering the 
winners and commiserating with the 
losers should not be too difficult 


Building a new foundation for the hall of shame 


xrifoiHalt the 18tb-: 
coafrary stalely home 


JZi 
A 

V f ■ 


seen more than its fair store 
of scandal, m Its, 20 ftyeagr- 

Uffd^rockel. a polo-play in g 

former Cavalry officer, was 
ja iled for five . years - after 
a dmi tt in g, to a £45 mfltionl 
insurance, fraud -involving 
four dassic ltiiali spoxts 
cars. ■ The, army of press 
photographers tiiat invaded 
the estate ^relayed superi) 
images - of- the handsome 
house- and ' ihcV tranquil 
Broadwater Lake. 

: ; But still waters nm deep 
add Brocket HalTs future had 
been uncatamfbr soroctinae.. 
The disastrous c om b ina tion 
of Lord.Bjcockefs passion for 
acquiring oqpensive classic 
cars, and his determination to 
efirig^to foe stately home that 


he inherited as a 15-year-old 
at Eton.1ed him to attempt an 
inept insurance fraud in 1991 
to counter mounting debts. 
l^BrTxkctisDOwmFord 
. open-prison and last Decem¬ 
ber Brocket Hall and its 534- 
. acre estate and girff dub were 
sold, on a 60-year lease, for £9 
million to the CCA Group. 
The Hong Konghased devet 
oper of luxury dubs and 
-conference centres intends to 
- spend El miDion developing 

the estate r into a modem 
conference centre 
Brocket Haft'was built 
between 1760 and 1775 by 
Janies Paine (1717-89), a great 
exponent of the English Pal- 
ladian style; in tbe generation 
that followed Lord Burling¬ 
ton and Wflfiam'Kent With 
Sir Matthew Laws as patron, 
Paine took on the remodel¬ 
ling of the- pr operty; which 


had seen various incarna¬ 
tions since the first Brocket 
Hall was built on the site in 
1239. Most accounts suggest 
that Paine’s was a new house, 
although its form was dictat¬ 
ed by that of its pr edec ess or . 
That had been a building of 
three ranges around a court¬ 
yard open to the north. Paine 
added a fourth range and 
installed a large staircase. 

Tbe character of the house 
varied according to the con¬ 
trasting lifestyles of two of its 
patrons. Sir Matthew Laws 
and later his son (who be¬ 
came Lord Melbourne). Sir 
Matthew was a successful 
attorney who came to arriii- 
tecturejate in life. By the time 
of his death in 1768, only the 


east and the new north range 
had been completed. The 
exteriors were relatively plain 
and the interiors were conser¬ 
vative in style. 

His son was more socially 
ambitious and inclined to 
elaborate display. The south 
front he had built was 
grander in style and the 
principal rooms were fin¬ 
ished with fine decorative 
ceilings. Grounds were land¬ 
scaped, marble chimney 
pieces fitted and library book¬ 
cases designed by Chippen¬ 
dale (now one of only two 
examples remaining in the 
world). Cipriani one of the 
18th century's master crafts¬ 
men. was commissioned to 
paint the inset panels in the 


library and the drawing 
room's elaborate ceilings. 

Tbe son's architectural and 
decorative efforts paid off and 
his social ambitions were 
realised when he became the 
1st Lord Melbourne, though 
this was largely, it is said, 
achieved through the efforts 
of his wife, who was a 
mistress of the flamboyant 
Prince Regent. The Prince, 
later crowned George IV. was 
a frequent visitor to Brocket 
Hall and created the Chinese 
suite of rooms, now known as 
the -Prince Reginit Suite. He 
also presented his mistress 
with a Reynolds painting, 
which hangs in (he ballroom, 
and had a racecourse laid out 
on the Brocket parkland. 

* The 2nd Lord Melbourne 
was married to Lady Caroline 
Lamb, known for her passion 
for Lord Byron. Lady Caro¬ 


line also had a penchant for 
practical jokes. She once ar¬ 
ranged for herself to be 
served up as a surprise dish 
at Lord Melbourne's grand 
ballroom birthday dinner — 
she emerged naked from a 
giant soup tureen. 

Lord Melbourne eventual¬ 
ly became Prime Minister 
and formed a dose friendship 
with Queen Victoria, who 
often visited Brocket HaiL 
On his death, the hall passed 
to his sister, who married 
Lord Palmerston, who also 
became Prime Minister. 

Given the high levels of 
public attention that Brocket 
Hall has attracted. CCA will 
no doubt be hoping for a 
period of calm and privacy in 
which to make the most of its 
investment 

JOANNA PITMAN Brocket Hall awaits its future as a conference centre 
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THE tiMF.S SATURDAY MARCH 81997 


STOCK MARKET 



Michael Clark 


Compass share price set 
to lift on entry to top 100 

" ; ■ . . •' .?>' hnver The offer hv Lit 


COMPASS, the contra a cater¬ 
er. ended the week on a flai 
note, with the price falling 
15«2 P to 706 l 2p as Accor, the 
French hotelier and its biggest 
shareholder, unloaded an 11.5 
per cent holding. 

But things should start to 
look up for Compass next 
week when it is admined as a 
constituent of the top 100 
companies. Such a move is 
almost certain to provide a 
boost to its share price, with 
confirmation of its appoint¬ 
ment attracting the attention 
of the index-tracking funds. 

Admission to the top 100 is 
calculated by the size of a 
company's stock market val¬ 
ue. At the close of business last 
night Compass was valued at 
EJLZQ billion. Others likely to 
be admitted to the exclusive 
band of constituent companies 
are Southern Electricity, un¬ 
changed at 440'2p and valued 
at E2.10 billion. British Land. 
Ip firmer at 538‘2p (£2ii bil¬ 
lion) and Amvesoo. formerly 
Invesoo. ! 2 p easier at 363'zp 
(£2-24 billion). 

They are likely to replace 
Tate & Lyle, down 5 ] 2p at 
440*zp (£1.93 billion). Argos. 
Pzp easier at 677'2p (£1.94 
billion). Hanson, down 7p at 
294p {E1.96 billion) and Smirh 
& Nephew, unchanged at 
183 J *p (E2 billion). 

By the close of business last 
night almost 40 million Com¬ 
pass shares had changed 
hands after Aocor had execut¬ 
ed a pur through in 365 
million shares at 700p. 

The rest of the equity mar¬ 
ket continued to be squeezed 
higher, with share prices 
breaching the 4,400 level to 
end the week on another high 
note. Investors continued to 
take their lead from Wall 
Streer, where a sharp rise in 
the employment numbers was 
offset by a subdued set of US 
average earnings. This re¬ 
duced the pressure for a rise in 
interest rates. 

As a result, the FT-SE 100 
index ended just a shade 
below its best of the day with a 
rise of 21.0 at a closing high of 
4.4205. Over the week the 
index has risen 112 paints. A 
total of 924 million shares 
were traded yesterday. 

GKN opened sharply lower, 
touching 95S l 2p on the over¬ 
night news that a US court 
had ordered it to pay $5^8 
million compensation to settle 
the Meineke Mufflers dispute. 
The sum awarded was far 
higher than the worst-case 
scenario painted by the group 
earlier in the week after re- 



Karren Brady of Birmingham City, launched on AIM at 58p 


porting pre-tax profits of £368 
million. The shares later 
bounced back to close 45 J jp 
higher at £10.20 as brokers 
took the view that any further 
uncertainty had now been 
dispelled. 

Reckitt & Col man fell 16p to 
807 ] 2 p ahead of full-year fig¬ 
ures next week as ABN Amro 
Hoare Govern the broker, 
downgraded its recommenda- 


Kleinwort Benson. 

Bard ays Bank finished 
Vip better at £11.14 as it 
resumed buying back its own 
shares. It paid £11.12 each fora 
total of one million shares 
and has now acquired 22 
million of the 26 million 
required to complete its 
buyback programme. 

BTR attracted support, ris¬ 
ing I6'zp to 276p as dealers 


Hang on to your hats with Shield Diagnostics, down 6p at 602* 2 p, 
after its recent spectacular run. Followers say further positive 
news.is on the way. A new broker will be appointed later this 
month as Shield begins a series of presentations. The shares are 
being talked another 200p higher before the end of the month. 


tion for the shares. 

There was big turnover in 
Redland as the price rose 8p 
to 372p with more than 13 
million shares changing 
hands. A line of five minion 
shares went through the mar¬ 
ket at the 370p level. 

Brokers also reported large 
turnover in Asda. with 36.7 
million traded as the price 
held steady at 110’ap. Word is 
that a number of brokers have 
begun ro turn bearish of the 
shares', including Dresdner 


continued to reflect on Thurs¬ 
day's profit numbers. Nat- 
West Securities is urging 
clients to “add" to their hold¬ 
ings, while the advice from 
Credit Lyonnais Lung is to 
buy. 

Sears, the Selfridges and 
Freemans retailer, slipped Lp 
to SI 1 ap. Littlewoods, Britain's 
biggest privately owned com¬ 
pany, has withdrawn its E395 
million offer for Freemans 
after discovering Sears was in 
talks with another potential 


MOVERS OF THE WEEK 


CUnrf 

Commercial Union.. 732V6p 
PPL Therapeutics.... 422Vip 

Forward Group . 225p 

Michael Page.551 p 

MF1 Furniture.157p 

Mackie International 151 V4p 

Tomorrows Leisure .9* »p 

Cairn Energy.577V* p 

Kingsbury Group.165p 


Waofc'a 

chang* 

+49V*p.Revived bid speculation 

-89V*p.. Government withdraws funding 

+61 p.PCB bids £129 million 

+56p interim Services bids £346 million 

-40p.Slowdown in sales growth 

-I9p.Bid talks terminated 

+3^p.Bid approach 

+31p.BW speculation 

-39p...Seller at big discount 


COMMODITIES:: \-• 


UFFE 


Mar_ 

May __ 

Jiil - 

5Cp - 

Dee-- 

Mar_ 


COCOA 

_9.vlbid Mav_iros-ian 

--‘Hfr'M? Jul .. 1017-1012 

_958 SLR Sop_ lOH-iaw 

-9689D7 Doc_1050-1042 

_ 974-973 

-WVNI Volume 7664 


ROBUSTA COFFEE ft) 

Mar-1750-1735 Nov_iffjo-iffo 

May- 1722-17X1 Jan_lbbSSLK 

Jul-17201716 Mar-unq 

Sep-1712-1710 Volume 5081 


WHITE SUGAR (FOB) 

Rorm Dec_XX4HWS 

Spoc unq Mar - .... JU5iKO.Ci 

May-MUHJB l May_M).i) BID 

Aug __J07.s-0b.7 Jun ..._ unq 

Oct-XU.5-022 Volume 7lt> 


MEAT& LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION 


average lamock price? at rcprcseniaijw 
marker on Match b 


ICIS-LOR (London MHpm) 

CRU DE OILS ($7band FOB) 

Brum Physical - 14.75 -a40 

Brcm 15 day (Aprl__ 20.00 -0.50 

Brcm IS day (Mayl.. 

WTVans Inicrmediaic |Apr) 

W Toos IniermotiaicIMayi 


14.75 .KISS 
21.25 *0.50 
21.10 *0.50 


PRODUCTS gi/MT) 

Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt delivery) 


Premium Unld._ 
Ga»nil EEC — 

1-S Fuel Oil- 

Naphtha - 


Bid 
205 (+1) 
170 Mi) 

1601+51 


Oder 

xa i+u 

171 1*6) 
82 (-3) 
1421+8) 


IPE FUTURES (CNi Lid) 
GAS OIL 


Jun-14.57 BID 


VnL 35125 


GNI LONDON GRAIN FUTURES 


UFFE WHEAT 
(dote Ef|| 


UFFE BARLEY 
(doseE/q 


Mar ..97,10 

Mav ._ ... 99.65 

Mar-9X50 

May Ol Wl 

Jul. ih|.o5 

Sep .an *31 

Sep - - 9170 

Nov... . 94.70 

Nav-47 sa 

Jan . _ ., 04,^1 

Volume: 359 

Volume: 50 


UFFE POTATO (C/Q Open Close 

Apr-64.5 5450 

May- ML5 win 

Jun-unq 75 So 

Vulunie “3 


RUBBER (No I RSS Cifp/k) 
Apr-805MI m 


Mar — 

lo8.7S-ffl.oo 

Jun . 

172.50-7Z 7 5 

UFFE BUPFEX |GNI Lfd SHVpD 


Apr — 

17025-70.50 

Jul — 

173.50 SLR 


Hlfih 


May ..._ 

I7IJD-7I.75 


Vc* 19053 

Mar 97 

ISIS 

1493 

1515 


BRENT fbJDOptn) 


Apr 97 

May 97 

1605 

1575 

1585 

1555 

imi 

1570 

Apr .— 

... 2U.® SLR 

Jill .. - 

. 19 40 BID 

Jul 97 

1330 

1310 

030 

M*y. 

. 19.73-19.75 

AUf> 

.. 19.50 BID 

Wol: 595 Iocs 


Open Lnierou. 2840 


index I4J0 + M 


(p/kg ft") 


Sberp 

Cable 






-1.87 

*6.94 

-3.49 

(OfTldal) (Volume pro day) 

LONDON METAL EXCHANGE 

Rudolf WoUT 

Enn Wales:_ 

83^6 

14987 

0801 

Copper Gdu A (S/ton Tie)__ 

Cash: 24BbJ>24B74) 

3*mh: 2-4000-2408.0 

Vot 1321975 









l»l 

*174) 

-124) 

-1243 

Zinc Spec HI Gdc it/mnncl _ 

13373-123A43 

12494> 12504) 

494975 

Scotland.___ 

75*5 

14522 

«*L53 

Tin U/lormo- 

587043-58800 

992543-59300 

18493 

1+7-J- 

•2.91 

•B.I7 

-548) 

Aluminium HI Gdeis/ionna 

ItaCUMbblJI 

IbffrO-lrjUQi, 

I4ZJ97S 

(%l 

-34JJ 

-310 

-50.0 

Nickel O/ionne) .. 





UFFE OPTIONS 


Pnt« 


AHd Own. 

- 420 

39>I 46 

52 

2 

II 

15% 

(M54M 

4W1 

12V 21". 

29. 

15 

29 

31'. 

ASDA-no 

5 ff. 

■P, 

.1 

5% 

8 

1*1 Iff,! 

120 

l'j 4 

S5 

10 

11% 

14 

Boots- 

- b5n 

37': 51 

5b'r 

O 

18 

23% 

NW 

XV 

V. 23'. 

31 

28 

43 

■H 

Br Aliways. 69J 

27'. 42'. 

53 

13 

28 

36 

0*11 

71XJ 

7'.- 21 

31 

43 

5ff: 

64': 

BP. 

.. 7® 

2S'. 4b 

57 

IP: 

Z7\ 

35% 

mu 

750 

8 235 

34 

41 

55 

62': 

Br swd_ 

.. 140 

IK 21 

22 

| 

4'. 

b 

I*l5b'd 

160 

4'. 8 ". 

1 l'j 

7\ 

14 

lb 

caw_ 

- 500 

a 37 

47', 

u. 

25-, 

32% 

(SJTt 

550 

5 in 

ztr, 

45 

55% 

bZ 

CU_ 

- 700 

« 64'. 

79 

21', 

44' 

50 

HUM 

750 

19 45'. 

5ff: 

51 

72 

87 

ia.. 

. 7® 

45 65'r 

74'. 

4'.- 

14 

21 

1*737) 

750 

lb 35': 

46 

22': 

34 

44 

Land Sec 

. 750 

SO*i 61 

Wf 

2 

14% 

IV. 

rw#t 

800 

lb 28': 

.17': 

IT'. 

M 

43 

MAS_ 

. 460 

35', 44 

SO 

r, 

11% 

13 

(*4WJ 

5® 

10 at: 

JB'i 

17 

ar. 

31'. 

Nai wesi _. 

. 7® 

54 7b 

83 

5'i 

17'. 

Zf 1 ! 

H44) 

750 

21 4b 

55 

22*: 

37*, 

50 

Safeway pic 360 

Ift. 2b 

n 

8 

IB 

22': 

P367I 

300 

S': li'i 

|0 

2b 

3b 

40% 

Saliubur;. 

JTO 

22 29 

31% 

J% 

11 

13% 

nib 1 :) 

330 

u 12 '. 

17 

17 

27 

JO 

Shell_ 

1050 

48 59, 

75', 

20 

3b 

4ff: 

HOBI'rl 

II® 

19 34 

OP, 

■PTj 

62 

73% 

Smld Bch- 

. -Ml 

4W, 74 

91 

17 

34 

44% 

P9a» 

950 

22'. 4ff. 

M'i 

■B 

58 

1* 

Srorchn:.... 

. J® 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

lunqi 

vm 

— — 

— 

— 

•- 

— 

Trafalgar— 

_ so 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(unq) 

*0 

— — 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Zrneca— 

mm 102 *. is# 

191 

34 

bl 

#8*: 

1*1882'.| 

1903 

5J‘. 105'. 137*1 

80% 

JOB 1 : 124'. 

Scries Apr Jul 

Od Apr 

Jul 

Od 

BAT Ind . . 

HO 

lft*i M'. 

W: 

JO 

42 

SJ% 

rsw-i 

N» 

S 17", 

22 't 

TO 

77 


Vodafon#- - 

a» 

IP, 33 

JQ 

V 

12 

16 

P29b*4 

300 

12 22 

29 

13'. 

21 % 

2b 

Scries May Vue NacMay Am No* 

GmdMei... 

■wi 

33 42', 

50 

8% 

IS'i 

Iff- 

(”4791 

5® 

12'. 22 

» 

28 

JO 

J*; 

Ladbroke— 

2« 

12'. 19'. 

2 Z\ 

10 

11 

lb': 

1*2*3, 

2tu 

S'. 10 

14 

2T 

26 

pr. 

Ltd Bloc .... 

2-n 

9. 17 

22 

13% 

Iff. 

21*. 

1*2411 

2® 

Vi 9.- 

14% 

2B 

30 

34 


Calk Put? 
Serin Apr Jed Ucf Apr Jul Od 


BAA - 500 41*. SJ'i 58 !'. Iff. 13 

r5T7'.| S5fl IP. 23 2V: |w*. 31 35 

Thame* W. 650 48'| 69 715 9% 31 33', 

raw'll 700 19% 42 45 28 S3 J<t 


Serin May Ang iVovMaj Aag Nor 


SflR_ 

Wbl 
Br acid— 
HJSffj 
Br Tel an _ 
I'4W 

Cadbury_ 

rsw 

Guinness... 

1*482%) 

etc_ 

PJM'J 
Hanson. _ 
(*2941 

LASMO_ 

r.4+1 

Uica+vartiy 

raw) 

FIIUnRin— 

H4b( 

Prudential. 

rswj 

Bedlam]_ 

PJ72J 

K-Rpyce_ 

ns*/, I 
Teen. . _ 
PJ471 

Will lam? _ 
(unq) 


260 |4 
2S0 S'. 
1350 59 
1400 38 
42D 24 
460 7 

500 41': 
590 12*. 
4M) 28 

501 9 
360 li'i 
WO 14 
28U 24 
300 J2% 
2+3 lb 1 , 
AO S', 
300 14', 
2JU S’, 
WO 12% 
IbO 4 
SSO 52 
6® Zi 
JtO % 
WJ II 
240 23’# 
an jp. 
330 24% 
360 R 
330 - 
JtO - 


A Xfi R 
IS'i 20% IH 
43 114’: 4b% 
68% <TO 75’. 

13 36 10 

15 IIT# 33'. 
5 Pi 57% 105 
25 13% 32 

38 4J% IP# 

19. 24'# 34'# 
JR'i 42'i ' 

21'. 26% 17V 

JO 33% V. 

14 22' 

24’i 28 
lb 20 21 
21 74% 7 

12 IP. 18 

15 - 3’# 

6% - IS 

bb'. 74'. 9% 

38', 4T. XT: 
JP. 34*: 15 
IS 27 34 

Wi 36 H 


17'. 15'# 
21% 25'. 


91 100 

225 A 
44 5|\ 


15 18 
34 42 


(8 20 
40 41 


12 15', 

27 3ff. 


Wt 

9% 


21*. 

IS 


23‘. A 
4". 14 


ar. is 


a> 


8 ': - 
30 — 

17 23'# 

34 40 1 . 

2 Pa ar. 

W 44 
i2 14'. 


34 


31 A K*. 
J6'a 22 24'; 


13 17 

24 22V 


FTSE INDEX(M4|6'd 


March 7. 1047 Tot 44|4bCatb 21760 
Put 27377 FTSE Cal: 4236 Put 4174 
-Undcrlji«c ^ruii itj price. 



43 ® 

4390 

-non 

4490 4500 

4550 

Calls 

Mar 

IIS', 

IF: 

38 

15 

4 

l 

Apr 

145 

108'. 

7o 

■W. 

■TO 

IS' 

May 

168*. 

13b 

104 

78% 

54'. 

39 

Jun 

XXfi 

IbS% 

<32 

IDffr 

K 1 

62 

Dec 

315 

— 

251% 

- 202 

_ 

Puts 

Mar 

IIP, 

21 

37% 

64 

I0B 

154 

Apr 

M: 

5?, 

7) 

96*, 127 

IM 

May 

61*. 

78*# 

W, 

121% 

148'. 

183 

Jun 

TS'i 

95 

113 

13 a 

164 

195 

Ok 

145 

— 

1C. 

- 230 

— 


Calls PUB 
Serin Apr Jed Oa Apr Jhd Oct 


Abb> Nal.._ 750 34 57'. 71 lb 37i 42 

niJ.I 800 10 34 47 45V W: bS 

Amsirad_140 — — — - — — 

lunq) 160 — - - — — — 

Barclays _ HOD 42'a 77V 4J in*; 37 55 

I'ltlbV) 1190 W, 51V 67 1 . 4b". 62 TV. 

NlU Pwr_ 500 2D 40 38V 13 32 35V 

1*9051 550 4V I4 1 # Iff, 4bV h4 bSV 


Serin Apr Jed Od Apr JnJ Od 


Glaxo W.. WSJ 4SV 71V ah’. 23', 4(7, 5S 

T 10*71 1100 21 4b 1 # 62V 50V be 1 : 7V: 

HSBC_1500 127 IblV 18ft 1 . 15 47V W. 

(*1617) IbOO V, 104*. 132V S2V 40 114 

Reuter- 600 5C: 68 7tf: 8V IbV 2T: 

1*647) Ml) 18*# 40 44’, 24 38 44V 

Royal« Sun 460 .V# «f. 44, jt 17 '. 

MSB',) OT 7V 21V 30 30", 34 44V 


Serin May Aug Nur May Ang Nov 


Blue ore— 340 J34 36 1 , 43'. Iff: 15 2UV 
INUd 420 ir, 23 28’: 2SV 30 35-, 


SeriesMay Aug \ovMay ,\ae No* 


Klnsflshr^ 650 47 58', 68 13*. 

fWbVl TOO 20 32*. 42S J»i 

Serin Mar Jun Mar 


ST: 

47 

Jun 


BrGas_ 220 Iff, 

(-2341 240 5 

SericsMar 


24 - 1 

12V - b 

Jim Sep Mar . 


Sep 


□lumi_ 

P530J 
EMI Group 
HI 72V) 
Tarmac „ 
HO 2) 

Hlilxdwn... 

rwi'4 

Lanrtio_ 

H47' I 

Scan _ 

lunq) 

Thom EMI 
lunqi 

Tomkins _ 
raiv) 
Lloyds T5B. 
1*515) 

SCfflPW-. 

MWV1 

Unllerer.. 

1*15.4)1 


500 32': 
SSJ J: 
1ISD 35"# 
1300 IP. 

. 100 4 
IID ff. 
180 1.1 
200 2 
140 R', 
160 O', 
- 40 - 
10 Q - 
IS® - 
16® — 
230 7 
300 ff: 
5® 14 
550 I 
JW K 
?W ff. 
ism bp. 

Id® 4 


51 » 


23V 13 22 

74 ICC 10 
54 n J5 
7V Iff: P, 
3V V, 8 
Iff.- IT 1 : O': 
SV 7V 8 1 , 
13V Iff# 1 
5 TV 13 


84 

6V 

12V 


14 24V 3 

10 15 Iff, 

40V JC, J- 
17V 2T, 35V 

22V 2R 5 
o 15 2ff, 
84«,||4'. JV 
.»# 67V 44V 


25 

S1V 

»: 

Vh 

45 

4b 



buyer. The offer by little- 
woods had already been re¬ 
ferred to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission, but it 
had been expected to renew 
the attack once the bid had 
been cleared. 

On AIM, Binningbam 
Cily, the Nationwide League 
football dub headed by 
Karren Brady, managing di¬ 
rector. had a promising start 
after being “substantial 
oversubscribed after a placing 
at 50p. The price opened at 
52'2p and 64p before dosing 
at 58p, a premium of 8p. 

By contrast. Manchester 
United's celebrations after its 
four-goal victory over Oporto 
FC in the European Cup 
proved to be short-lived. The 
price touched 640p before 
ending the session down lOp 
at 647‘ap after revived sug¬ 
gestions that football dubs are 
overvalued. 

A large trade conducted at a 
sharp discount to the ruling 
market price left Kingsbury 
Group, the retailer, nursing a 
20p fall at J65p. A line of 
500.000 shares went through 
the market on TTiursday at 
lS5p. compared with the then 
middle price of 204p. 

One trader was trying fran¬ 
tically to sort out a bad trading 
position in Norcros as the 
price fell a further b'ap to a 
new low of Sl l 2 p. Earlier this 
week shares in the building 
products group were un¬ 
hinged by news of a disposal 
of 18J.000 shares carried out 
by a main board director. 

A profits warning left 
Hawtin 6p down at 40p, with 
interim losses predicted. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Bond 
prices in London spent much 
of the day tracking the perfor¬ 
mance of US Treasury bonds. 
After recovering from early 
falls, prices followed US T- 
bonds higher but failed to hold 
their best levels. 

The June series of the long 
gilt finished three ticks bet¬ 
ter at £111 - 3 16 as a total of 
94,000 contracts were 
completed. 

Treasury 8 per cent 2015 
put on £U at E105U, while 
Treasury S per cent 2000 was 
a couple of ticks firmer at 

□ NEW YORK: Shares were 
higher as Wall Street breathed 
a sigh of relief after the release 
of February employment fig¬ 
ures that appeared to be no 
threat to wage lev-els or inter¬ 
est rates. By midday the Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
58.49 points higher at 7,003.19. 


MAJOR INDICES 
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RF1_154.4 Jan liS^I Jan i<*57=ioo 
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■ - RECENT ISSUES 

Anglo-welsh 

103': - 3 

Aortech 

136 1 .* 

Birmingham City 

5S 

C&B Publishing 

175 

Calldore warrants 

1 

Cambridge Mini Res 

14 

Centrica (75'j) 

66', 4- y : 

Core Group 

3334 

Energy Group (5251 

528 - 4 

Glravend Csh Svs 

1874 ♦ 5 

Howie 

304 

Infobank iml 

174 + 19 

Nord Anglo Eductn 

lbS - 4 

Psd Group 

2834 - 3 

Screen 

6 

TR Euro Gwth wrts 

59*; ♦ 4 

Technoplast 

108 

VFG 

414 

MAJOR CHANGES 


RISES: 

Norbain .. 

Acorn Comp . ... 

Porvar. 

Benchmark . . .. 

Ladbroke. 

Fuji Bank Y. 

Vendome . 

Sage Gp. 

PniOeniial . . . 

Tesco . 

Redland . . 
Rank Grp 
Legal & Gen 
McKechnie 

CairdGp. 

Guinness. 

Teiemetnx. 


. . 2s2'^(-10pi 

.202':pi-9p1 

. . SEiOd {-iCioi 
. 22o'rp f-7pi 

. 2*13pi-7Dl 

.. 702 J ,p(-19p> 
.. 529 :p l—14p'- 
663pi.-17-.pl 
... 598 ^(-lopi 
... 347p.-r:p' 

. . 372p i-Ho'l 
4-wpi-8‘rc; 
~16p 1 — 7“ :pl 
553 :pt-1Cp 


-■*— -ff * -#-■ 
S7?‘;p l-10p! 

.4S2':a i-7c. 

.... 63'.-D '-7p. 


FALLS: 

Kingsbury Grp .... 

Telspec _ 

Peptide Thera ... 

Hanson . 

Reckitt Coim , 
Vosper Thorny . 
NalAuslBk . . 

Scotia . 

Phdcbition . 

Man Utd. 

Liberty Inti . 

Thistle Hotels ... 
Kenwood App . . 
Norcros . .. . 

P&ODtd . 


. I65p >20p! 

1S5p 1-12 ;p, 
.... 347'.p ;-20pi 

. 

. ao7 ; pi.i6p- 
. 913p-:-17pi 

.... 765p i-13p.i 
... . 605p i-IOpI 
. . 427 ,-p l-7p; 

C47’ ; p (-IGp- 
.. 4SG - :p l-7pi 

.1S6p >-6'.p‘ 

.. .. 133';p i-Sp- 
Bf.-p i-E'-.p, 
.670p !-7pi 
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"LONDON FINANCIAL FUTURES 


MONEY RATES. (%) 


Base Rates: Oearlng Banks r> Finance Hse 6V 

Dneonnt Marius Loans: O/nlghi tilgh: ff. Low 5“ B Week Used: 6 

Treasory Blth (Dh^-Buy: 2 mth 5"»: > mih S',. Sell: 2 mih 5"..; 3 mih: S'#. 


I axil 

Prime Bank Bills (DKl 5 "u- 5 ".. 
Sterling Money Rales: b'«.-b 

Interfank: b'„-ti 

Ovemlghi: open SV. close ff>. 


2 mill 

ff.rP’c 

OVi-6% 


3 mih 

fl’b-f) 

ff..-6'- 


6 mfh 

D'w<#'. 

b"..-6' w 

0“u-6'». 


12 mih 


6V-b"># 

ff*4>'*k: 


tool Anlhorily Dcps 
SlnGngOc 
Dotiar CDs: 

BoOding Society CDk 


S 1 '.! 

W'rt 

5.30 

ffi.-b 


n/a 

tj'w-tl'u 

n/a 
6'u-ff.# 

TREASURY BILLS: Applets El Jb’m a]lotted: E400m; Bkls: L<W.55% received: 51%: 
Laa week: CW.Sert, received: 57»: Avgc rate: E5.74MJ* Iasi wk E5.7574*: Nexi wwte 
C400m. 


6',. 

ffrffu 

5.45 

ff^ff» 


6’. bV 

5.60 5 St, 


EUROPEAN MONEY DEPOSITS (%) 


CurTTjwy 

7 day 

i mth 

3 mth 

6 mth 

Can 

Dollar. 

S'»-4**- 

5 , w5*« 

5VF.. 

SVS', 

5-i 

Denfadtenuric 

7rT, 

3W,. 

3VJ*. 

JV3'. 

r-r. 

French Franc 

3V3 

3-u-J'. 

3* H -3*» 

3V3*. 

jvr. 

Swis* Franc 

]'*«r*V 


r*-r*. 

I.'-I% 

2VI*. 

Yen: 


v* 

*w»* 

'w*u 

I-par 


; GOLD/PRECIOUS METALS (Baird & Co) 


BoIliiHi: Open S35i40-35iMJ Close: S344J0-J4O.70 High: 135203-35250 
Low. S34SJ3U-348 JO AMsSJSl.TO PM: *35030 


Kragerrand: *348^0-351.50 0217^0-214.50) 
Plalimmu 5381.75 IE237.75) SihetT 55.14 10.235) 


Palladium: 5148.75 (E 425 U 




STERLING SPOT AND FORWARD RATES 


Mb Rates for March 

Amsterdam- 

Brussels ..—.— 


Copenhagen_ 


Due 

Fran (dun- 

Lisbon. 


Madrid. 

Milan. 


Montreal...- 

New York-— 

Oslo.. 


Paris--- 

Stockholm_ 

Tokyo-..- 

Vienna -- 

Zurich—.- 

SMUteEmf 


7 Range 

3 1004-3. iok 
56.770-50.940 
10.402-UL522 

IXU06-IJ1340 

27510-27590 
275.49-276.72 
1)3 Jlj-133.05 
272b..3-2735.l 
2.IW2-1I94B 
14*42-1.6074 
11.10.3-11.134 
ajWOfl.KW) 
I2J74-I2J66 
194-3*- 195.80 

19.36S-I 1 * 422 
23744-2 3«45 


Cbse 

3 l049-3.1Cin 
96JI51-56.89b 
10.505-10.517 
IJ03I4-I4J327 
27568-17597 
276J8-276.72 


I month 

v.pr 
16-1 ipr 
‘-‘■pr 
5-Ipr 
Wpr 
vpr-vds 


j month 


233 JI -233.50 CLDupr-aOWs 
27 3a9-273.1.6 25-30ds 

119.39-21961 0J9OJ3pr 


2 '#- 2 #pr 

42-36pr 
v.pr 
IS-Spr 
2 -C.pr 
Vpr-'als 
22 -ipr 

7l-03dS 

l.l«-UJ9pr 


1.6042-1.6052 0.07S4J.775pr 02u«X237pr 


II.J29-JI.1.T0 
9.2907^)jr>l 3 
12336-11.350 
19SJ6-I9580 
19.400-19.422 
2.3*14-2.1845 

Premium 


'evpr 

2V2'^»r 

'-'■Pr 

V t pr 

■j-'Hor 

v.pr 


V.pr 

6 ’HjVpr 

vvpr 

•v.pr 

lVI'.pr 

re2':[ 


2 ',-pr 

pr.- Discount • a*. 


T EMPUS 


Pensions for bears 


IF PENSION provision is a worry for people, 
it could become a big headache for companies. 
The Pensions Act. parts of which come into 
force next month, puts more pressure on 
trustees 10 ensure that pension funds are 
adequately financed. Although many com¬ 
panies are still enjoying pension-fund holidays 
— a consequence of the 14-year bull marker — 
the Act prescribes a minimum funding 
requirement (MFR1 that could force trustees to 
make cash calls on companies if assets fall 
below the present value of the liabilities. 

Typically, a UK pension fund is more than. 
SO per cent equiries: a consequence of years of 
good share dividend growth and fund manag¬ 
ers competing to outperform their peers. .As 
long as the bull market continues and assets 
well exceed liabilities, that should not be a 
problem, but two factors could cause nervous 
trustees to demand a switch into fixed iniei^esT, 
and. ultimately, bigger contributions. The 
MFR could create a downward spiral. A 
failing equity market would encourage rrust- 


to demand a more conservative asset 
allocation; under the guidelines for an 
average pension scheme, silts should make 
up 00 per cent of the assets. The mnsequence 
of an asset shift to gilts would be a flight from 
equities and falling shares, further depressmg 
the asset value of UK pension funds, now 
heavily weighted towards shares. That,could 
eventually lead to a fluny of cash calls on" 

^Such^a 5 grim scenario looks implausible 
only to those used to a rising market There 
are other risks; a cash-hungry Labour 
Government might well withdraw the tax 
credit on dividends paid to pension fund*. \ 
reduction in cashflow to pension schemes of 

more than £4 billion can only increase 
pressure on trustees to ensure that schema; 
are fully funded. That means cash calls on 
mature, underfunded schemes. Sensible cor¬ 
porate treasurers will be raking f)ut options on 

this bull market to protect their companies 
from the cost of a cash call. 


GKN 


GKN, maker of the constant 
velocity joint, could have 
saved itself a huge amount of 
grief if it had settled the US 
damages case at the start 
What was an insignificant 
legal problem has tinned 
Into a financial and public 
relations nightmare. Instead 
of celebrating its record prof¬ 
its this week GKN manag¬ 
ers had to jus lift, 1 their 
position over the conduct of 
a subsidiary years ago. 

C. K. Chow, the new chief 
executive, tried to put the 
best gloss on it but he must 
have been aggrieved that his 
promising start at the manu¬ 
facturing group was marred 
by the previous decision to 
Udgate. 

TheS600 million damages 
judgment more than wiped 
out the year's profits of £363 
million, requiring a provi¬ 
sion in the accounts, some¬ 


thing the company had pre¬ 
viously refused to do. Never¬ 
theless. GKN is appealing 
against the judgment and 
must hope that the provision 
is not taken as a sign of 
weakness. 

As far as investors are 
concerned, their worries 
about the dividend are 
unwarranted. 

GKN’s cash pile is large 


enough to pay Thursday's 
award of damages. Mr 
Chow has put his ' name 
behind the dividend. With 
the worst-case scenario pro¬ 
vided for, the share market 
has finally taken heart from 
the company's record results 
— no mean achievement in a 
depressed automotive com¬ 
ponents market — and given 
the shares a boost. 


CONSISTENTLY VOLATILE SHARES 


GKN 

share price 
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Sears/ 

Littlewoods 


EXTN if Sears does not 
squeeze an extra penny from 
the prospective new buyer of 
Freemans, ir will be* jolly 
pleased lo complete a deal. 


Referral of the Linlewoods 


transaction to the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission put 
a damper on -Liam Strong's 
efforts to restore his own and 
the company's credibility. 
Plans for a jumbo distribution 
to shareholders are on hold. 
Sears may experience some 
schadenfreude in making 
another retailer look foolish 
bui the real reason to spurn 
Littlewoods is to escape the 
MMC. A combination of 
Linlewoods and Freemans 
would have more than *0 per 
cent of the market with huge 
savings from combining dis¬ 
tribution and call centres. 
Hence, the interloper is likely 


io be another mail order 
operator rarher than a high 
street retailer. Suspicion falls 
on N Brown, the direct mail 
order specialist. It would 
enjoy .a quantum leap in 
market share by taking on 
Freemans's agency business. 
Otto Yersand. the German 
group that owns Grattan, is a 
candidate; merging the two 
should fall short of the 25 per 
cent limit. 

In hindsight, it is scarcely 
suprising that Sears kept its 
oprions ’ open and that 
Linlewoods has been gaz¬ 
umped. Mail order business¬ 
es are prized among reiailers 
desperate for ideas. Whether 
the assets will ever achieve 
more than their past pedestri¬ 
an performance is another 
matter. 


BAe 


ONE of the property sector's 
little mysteries is why British 


Aerospace continues to hang 
on to Arlington Securities. 
BAe paid £278 million for the 
business park developer in 
I9S9. The idea was that Ar¬ 
lington would turn BAe's 
vast tracts of surplus land 
into cash but the recession in¬ 
tervened and demand for of- 
Pfjce space plummeted, 
reaving BAe nursing lasses. 

The policy, says BAe, is to 
run Arlington's £500 million- 
portfolio for cash, but the 
property market has 
changed. 

City centres are no longer 
littered with empty new office 
blocks -and the share prices of 
property companies are at 
huge premiums. 

BAe could probably pack¬ 
age Arlington's assets and get 
more than their net worth'irr. 
a flotation. Such a window of_ 
^opportunity may not last" 
lOhg. 


Edited bt Carl Mortished 




Period 

Open 

Hi-h 

Low 

Sett 

Vo( 

Long Gilt 

Mat 97 . 

111-25 

112-04 

111-19 

m-Ji 

6I7b 

Previous open In icrest- 220718 

Jun 97 _ 

Mill 

111-22 

III *-28 

II l-IO 

9.1016 

German Govt Bond (Bund) 

Jun 9? - 

101.57 

101.85 

IUIJ5 

1012® 

234352 

Previous open Interest: 243ffC 

Srp 97 .. 

100.75 

IUU.7S 

11X160 

iOlb.l 

1® 

Italian Govt Bond (BTP) 

Jun 97 .. 

127 JO 

128.10 

127® 

127X0 

60428 

Previous open Iniereit: <6137 

Sep 97 .. 

127.27 

127 M 

127. LO 

12752 

727 

Japanese Govt Bond (JGB) 

Jun 97 _ 
Sep 97 .. 

125.31 

125 Jl 

125 Iff 

I25J9 

I2L1J9, 

17® 

') 

Three Mih Sterling 

Mnr97 . 

9J.73 

“3.75 

91.7.1 

9X75 

1230b 

Juno: .. 

93.57 

93a® 

OJJ' 

*»359 

215® 

Previous open Inicrcsr 529791 

Sep 97 .. 

93J5 

9.1J9 

93.32 

■7X38 

17636 

Three Mih Euromark 

Mar 97 . 

96.74 

96.75 

“b 73 

96.73 

21544 

Previous open ImeresL 12W74I 

Apr 97 . 

9h 75 

96.75 

9b 75 

«6.74 

MM 

Three Mth Euro lira 

Mar 97 . 

Q l&i 

92.75 

“2bM 

92.75 

6224 

FTWtuus open Iruerest 28+934 

Jun 97 .. 

93 |J 


OXI l 

o?.|7 

22802 

Three Mth Euroyen 

Jun 97 .. 

*81.41 

99 41 

■>941 

*«.4I 

SU) 

Sep «7 . 

99Jl 

9QJI 

*» Jl 

99.31 

38® 

Three Mth Euroswiss 

MdT 97 . 

9RI3 

98.15 

96.10 

■H.IU 

n572 

Previous open Inurcsc 10bUU8 

Jun 97 .. 

9R-I5 

96.18 

98.11 

98.12 

14977 

Three Mth ECU 

Mar 97 . 

95.75 

05.74 

“5.74 

9X74 

47K 

Previous open InKresi: .M5b2 

Jun 97 .. 

95.78 

95 A) 

95 75 

9S.77 

1302 

FTSE 100 

Mar 97 . 

43MXO 

4404.U 

4350.M 

4401 Jl 

III® 

Previous open 1 merest 71512 

Jun 97 .. 

4WI0 

4422.0 

JMIt) 

4421 Jl 

97b 


DOLLAR RATES 





Belgium iComi- 

.... 35 43-35 +4 



France ...._ 

5.7OI.J-J.7930 

Germany__ 




Inly__ _1 





2.4810-2-44*20 


Noway --- 



1 4330-1.4340 
145 JO-MS.IO 




1.4837-1 4842 


OTHER STERLING 



Australia dollar ... 

Bahrain dinar... 

203.13-2.0360 

0oJU5-0.rtl25 

Brazil rear... 

Cltln.tyuan __ .. 

Cyprus pound.. . 

Finland markka . . ..... 

Greece drachm.* .. 

Hong K"iip dollar .. 1 , 

India rupee ... 

1 «Hre|.oWO 
I".Ia 3-I 3 4A3 
081704X8270 
8.182S-8. hJS5 
430A437 0 
14275-12.4370 
... 57 29-58.2S 

inaonesu rupiah . J8I90-VW7.6 

Kuwait dinar KD .. IX483V0 4915 

Malaysia nnyyli - J.««5-3Hw( 

New Zeabnd dollar__ 2.2775-2^807 

Pakjsun rupee ... , 4.00 fluv 

Saudi Arabia nyal __ 5.795,>5.9|<»T 

Slneupon* dollar..2 3UU7-2.3U37 

S Alrtcn rand icom,_ 7.1240-7 22tO 

u A E dirham.. 5.W5C++ 9ff>0 

Barclays Bank GTS ’ L/oivlc Bank 

FTSE VOLUMES 


31 1.403 

ASDA Gp J6.70U 
#Vbbty Nil lu.zno 
Allied D.im 1.503 

AB Foods 
BAA 

Bat ind» 

BG 
BOC 
BP 

BSkyB 
BTR 
BT 

Bk. of Soil 
Barclay* 

Bast 


218 
l«H 
1.201 
5.000 
11.7® 
72b 
4.100 
b_WO 
34.100 
13.600 
1.301 
5.900 
3_ST) 


Blue Circle ilij.i 


W) 

952 

2900 

6..6J0 


Boots 
Bai¬ 
ba 

Brti sicd __ 

BurmuJ) cmi i.2i)i 
Burton 5.900 
Cable wire 2 x 111 
Cadbury 4.700 
Giriinn Cms 4 jjoj 
C entrica 22.»iT> 
Cm Union 15 . 21)1 
Dixon-: 1.300 

EMI 44b 

Ener©Grp 4XU3 
EnrerqrOll 2SOi 

GKN - 

G«E 
GUS 
Gen Acu 

Gen Elec _ 

Glaxo Well IJJVU 
Granada 3 jjod 
Grand Mrt 4.400 

Guinnm* 

HSBC 
Hanson 
Huys 
ICJ 

Imp Toft 
Kingfisher 2500 

lasmo i-an 

Lmlbroke 


Land Sees 527 
Unnl St Gn 3.5UO 
Uoyds TSB 11.700 
LucasVarliy j.9ui 
Mark. Spr 3.100 
Mercury Assol SI I 
NaiWst Bk 3 . 8 UJ 
Nai Grid 
Nul Power 
NCJU 
Cirunjw 

r a 0 

Pearson 
PcrtvrrUen 
PrudetillaJ 
KMC 
RTZ 

Rjllirack 


3.700 

!.«)) 

K7 

443 

2.400 

454 


6.000 

321 

l.hCD 

tUftj 


R-infc Group »jM0 


2.HTI 

I .100 

I. 41 X 1 

6.400 

4.700 


5 JiTi 
J.lUO 


54*1 

5.SOO 


5Jtt> 

4.81*3 

4.400 

355 

1.900 

IJU.1 


Reekill Cnl 
Reed inrl 
Remukil 
Reuler* 

Roll-* Royi-.- _ 

Royal A Sun J.lUO 
Ruynl Bk Sci 3.500 
Safeway Jot 
Sntnsbury J.lUO 

Schroder. 

Sen! 9, New 
Senr Power 
Sem Tivni 
Shell Trans 
Slehc 
SmKl Beh 
bnnth Nph 
Smllhs Ind» 

Sul Clland 2 . 1 UO 
n Gp 

Tale & Lyk- 
Tesoi 
Th.imn w 
Tomkirw 
Unilever 


3SS 

818 

2.00 

753 

3JJJO 

1.503 

2*.l> 

IJXO 


924 

1.200 

8.0X1 

711 

3.40} 

1.601 


lad Uillllle-. 1.100 


7JTOD 


Uld News 
Yodnfuiw 
whli bread 
Wulseley 
Zeneca 


728 

14 Jun 

4I» 

301 

l.5U> 


WALL STREET 


"vi ■ .r.* - 


Mar ” Mar n 
rmddai d' 


in'. 


IMP Inc 
AMR Carp 
ASA 
AT 4 T 
At bo II Lub> 

AdraiL-ed Micro 
Anna Life 
.ihinansnn (HFI 
■Ur Prod S Clieni T+ 
UrT-uidi Comm J>. 
Ail»mn4:u8cr P Jos 
Albertson * -s - 

■slcan Alumnm 3 *,- 
Allied Signal 72': 
Alum Cu ol Am 7-, 
Amu L.oId inc r. 
Amerada Het*. S3*. 
Amur Brand. jjv 
A irin El |Vm e r 41'. 
.\mrr E.rpre'j u, ■ 
Ainer C«nl Cory. 4y, 
Arer Home Fr bo 1 . 
Amo Imi IZ 2 T. 
Amer sioies ++■. 
Amw SurvianJ is. 
Amcrliesli wj. 

Cnvxa H7-. 

Arhs-user-Rusch 44 
Apple Computer IN: 
3 n*i-r C-amds w. 
.UlhCD T, 

Armrime wild 71 
■\san.-u >j 

Ail Rltfifisld 12 ns 
»ufo Djia pm 4a-, 

A'ers- Dennison II 
Awn Pn ducts 60", 
Baker Huphes 


:ss 

.Iff. 

V. 

57-. 

8f. 


4f 40'. 


JJ-, 


Mar 7 Mar b 
mkliJji sb»s 


Ejlon Cerp 
Edison Ini 
Elect Dal j 5>v 
Emervin Elix 
LApdliard Ct>Ip 
Enron corp 


73', 

2r 

45 

iar. 

21 - 


21 - 

45'. 

ini'. 

21 

«*■ 


43'. 


65' 

122 '. 

45 

4?" 


oO' 




Balrun das & El 26'. 


47' 

1205 


Baric nne 
BankAmma 
Bant, ol :cv 
Uanlxn Tr vr 
U.ims4i Bank. 

BJil'cti a Lnmh 
Bixier Inti 
FU-Cln Dkinsr, 

Bell AUanllc 
Del] Indiulrle. 
B-.'IIS'-Ulh 
Black. 8 Decker 
Black irtBRj 
Bwlrq; 

E<iLw Cascade 
Brtil.il Mm sq 6: 

Bnjwnlne F.;ms 31 ' 
Bransuldr g. 

Burlimriun Nihn ff., 
CMS Lner^v Cnrp Jr 
CTIA Unanrlal in- 

CPC Inrl us 

csx so-, 

Campbell Soup o|', 

Can Paa Ik *b-, 

Canillna Pwr r?-, 

Cuerplllar x| 

Cenlral 4 sw ;v 

Champion Inn a4'i 

Ouk Manhai bus 

Qlesmn Ovp wis 

ChffUer >*• 

Oluhb cnrp 
Ciena Chip 
Clilcurp 
Clnrna 

Crasial Curp 
Oca One 

Cue* OSu Em 
0>hkaie41ilm 
CuJumhla ,7 a-. 
CHumhLiriCA 
Compaq Oimp 
Cnmp Ak> Ini 
Cnruera 
Cnnrall 
Cons Edison 
cons Nut G.u 

CmpiT in* 

Lumuie-. 

Coralnp inc 
Crmsn Curt 
n-irw c#>rp 
Dovrun Huilsun 
Dote 

nvlia Air Umn 
Deluse Cnrp 
Dlelul Equip 

ruilara Depi si 
Dltnev Wain 
Itantinkin Be. 
Dnndley ill pi 
D iwer l#.ip 
Ch#is Chemical 
D," lunu-. 

PI1-SS.T 
Duke PiM-ijr 44 

pun A Hrdsip-ei - 
Flu Pnnr l|, 

E«iniun rinrm v. 

L-i.iman kisLit ,»» 


it 

Sf. 

4ff. 

vr. 


4JT. 


IDS'. Iftl'. 


15V. 

1.4*. 


A4'i 


67'. 

I'J5 


Gunnell 
Gap Inc Del 
lien co rp 
Gen PjPemlCS 
'..en Electric 
Gen Mills rq . 

Gen Mumrs sr.'. 
Gen Reinsurance 172'. 
Gun signal 4J', 

■3enuir,e Pans 47'. 
GWrwla par 77'. 
CillleOe 8|-. 

GlJln Welle ADR 34' 
Gn'idrteli IBFi 41 
GffXtVejr Tire 5;. 
Grr Ail Pac Tea 11 ■. 
Grom wur, fin -m. 
Halllbunon #.:• 
Hurcoun General 4*-. 


45'. 

SF. 


me, 

K4'- 


5<j 

l.’r. 

3.3. 


76. 

M>. 

33'. 

*r. 


. Maf 7 Mart, 
iredday doc 


DraJv 

Drp Enemy Co 
Lti-enm Ship 
Gwens Comma 
PHH Ctarp 


JT: »V_ 

ay. 27. 

I7k 17V.' 
■AT. ll's 
47'. tP.' 
Sb'. 


Braced f 


HP 


ar-- - 

:r-_ - 
r.t; .. 




CTIeisy 

s>% 

26% 

rs'C Bank 

43. 

V. 

Eihyl Curp 

9% 

0 . 

PP4L Pa 

22 % 


won 

101 % 

101 % 

Paccar Inc 

74 

TV, • 

FMC Curp 

bft. 

r~. 

pjcilleurp 

33% 

ao*+ 

FPL Croup 

4V- 

45 

Poe Eninpdsn 

31 

31 • 

Federal Eaprv** 

S4% 

*5*. 

Poe Tdi-sb 

vr. 

40% 

Urn Bk »% 

82% 

hi 

Pall Corp 

21 *. 

B. " 

flm Union Rlry 

12 '. 

12 % 

Parte! Hannifin 

44% 

44': 

Reel Flnl Grp 

b!% 

61% 

Pwo Enerpy 

21 # 

21 % 

Fli/ur Corp 

br. 

61 . 

Penney UC] 

♦1 

44%' 

Foul Minor 

t-rr r.*n> 

i Z 

31 . 

Pennzoll 

57% 

_ 57 ~ 


PepsiCo 
PHarr 
Plumi B irpjhn 
Phelps Dud ye 
Philip Moms 
Phillips Pa 
Pinny Bowes 
Pnlurold 


3J ■ 3* 
03*. ■OV 
3BV J*' 
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OF THE YEAR 

, :v: and Anne Ashworth provide a guide for last-minute Pep buyers 

How to scale 


Tf ir a recent survey.' 7 per 
• ■. boil of those questioned 
: I said they thought a Pep 
A was an indigestion tab¬ 
let, while another 2 per cent be¬ 
lieved it'was a brand of sports 
drink 7 * a spedeSriof tropical 
fish. These individuals are 
unfikdy to join the rush now 
beginning to use personal 
^ equity plan allowances before 
? Jr to end of the tax year. 

Sides-of Peps have been 
slowing. Figures from the 
Association of Unit Trust and 
Investment- Rinds (Audi) 
show .that : the public appetite 
for ftpsr may be waning, ft 
seems dial dto closeness of the 
general election and the record 
highs now being seen in die 
UK stock market have made 
many wary df investing. 

Although- the Labour Party 
has dcyiied jt has any intention 
of abolishing Peps and has 
made. it . dear that it wlQ not 
remove higher-rate tax relief, it 
remains possible that a lifetime 
•l limit will be imposed on Pep 
, I holdings, ^uniting the overall 
amount of tax relief that any 
individual can receive. 

But,inspiteofsuch immedi¬ 
ate concerns, thousands who 
take a longer-term view wil] 
stiS wish to exploit their Pep 
allowances. Under the Inland 
Revenue rules, you can invest 
£6,000 in a general ftp and a 

further £3,000 in a single- 
company Pep in each tax year. 
The income paid out from the 
ftp and any rise in its value 
will "be free from both income 
and capital gains tax. -. 

* Where do lgcta PepTlt is 
a arguiMe to .there is just toa: 


much consumer choice in this 
market Every imaginable 
type of financial services com¬ 
pany can new sell you a Pep. 
including banks, building so¬ 
cieties, financial advisers/in¬ 
surance companies and soon, 
the supermarket chains. The 

■ vast majority of these provid¬ 
ers offer genera] Peps based on 
unit and investment trusts, 
simple to understand off-the- 
shelf products. Some of these 
plans will aim for capital 
growth, others for income. 
Most Pep providers also make 
it possible for customers to 
diversify outside the UK by 
of ferin g Pep packages with an 
international dement. The 
Revenue permits you to invest 
up to £1,500 outside the UK 
and the European Union. 

For those whose primary 
requirement is income; corpor¬ 
ate bond Peps offer an annual 
income, but little prospect of 
capital growth. Warnings 
have, however, been sounded 
about this type of plan. Robert 
Higginbotham, head of sav¬ 
ings and Divestments at the 
Prudential, said this week: 

. “Last year it was easy to deliver 
yields of 8 or 9 per cent far 
outstri ppin g the yields on offer 
horn the building societies. But 
in 1997 savings rales are creep- 
ing up and our concern is that 
anpqratehond ftp managers 
will look to increasingly risky 
portfolios to maintain their 
competitiveness."The message 
is: carefully check the composi¬ 
tion of any corporate bond Pfcp 
before investing. 

■ How much do Peps cost? 
The uninitiated can be surpris¬ 


ed by the admission costs 
charged by Pep providers. The 
initial charge, deducted at the 
outset from your investment, 
can be as high as 6 per cent, 
while the typical annual 
charge is 1.75 per cent. Some 
companies have introduced 
exit fees as a substitute for the 
initial charge. These work on a 
reducing scale basis, decreas¬ 
ing from S per cent if you sell 
in the first year down to zero. 
Some providers have no initial 
charge and only a 05 per cent 
annual charge. The casual inv¬ 
estor may wonder why there is 
such a big discrepancy. The 
argument is that the high costs 
pay for fond managers active¬ 
ly to manage the money. 
Unfortunately, many take the 
money' and then fail ro pro¬ 
duce good returns. 

Investors should try before 
investing to get some back¬ 
ground information about the 
past performance of the partic¬ 
ular fond. The cheaper Peps 
tend to be those that are based 
on index tracking—funds that 
just follow the movements in 
the UK stock marker. Virgin, 
Norwich Union. Legal & Gen¬ 
eral and HSBC are among die 
companies that offer these 
types of funds. 

■ Can I get a discount on a 
Pep? The Pep discount houses 
should be able to arrange for 
you to buy your Pep at alower 
cost, by rebating to you some 
of the commission paid to 
middlemen by Pep providers. 

Among those offering dis¬ 
counts are Bison (0500691790) 
ftp Discount (0500 498477). 
City Deal (01708 775214) and 



Chelsea Financial Services 
(0171-351 6022). Chelsea says it 
can offer a discount of as much 
as 100 per cent This means 
you should get back an 
amount equivalent to >5 per 
cent of your investment. 

■ I have a portfolio of Peps 
built up over several years, 
which means 1 have a big 
exposure to the UK market — 
is there anything I can do? If 
you are concerned that the UK 
market is set for a downturn, 
you should, in theory, be able 
to transfer each yearly ftp 
allowance to another Pep. For 


instance, if you invested the 
foil £6.000 in a ftp last year, 
and it had grown to £6,200you 
should be able to transfer this 
amount to another company's 
Pep and be able, at the same 
time, to invest your full 1996-97 
allowance. Unfortunately, the 
administration systems at 
some Pep providers are mak¬ 
ing this very difficult 
According to Sheila Brickell, 
an analyst with AUenbridge. 
the ftp research house, some 
companies will separate out 
amounts invested in different 
tax years, while others will 
bundle all the amounts logeth- 


' er. She sees this last practice as 
an underhand method for 
these companies to ensure that 
they keep the money under 
management 

She said: “We get a lot of 
questions about to. — Many 
people are annoyed at to 
attitude of the companies." 
She advised those planning to 
buy a Pep to make sure the 
fond manager has a big range 
of funds that would allow a 
switch, or offered “unbundl¬ 
ed- ftps. Those who invest In 
a Pep ttia a savings plan.will 
almost certainly not be able to 
transfer to another manager. 


■ Whal is the last day that I 
can invest in a Pep? The end 
of the tax year, April 5, is a Sat¬ 
urday tins year. However, 
many companies say that they 
will accept cheques right up to 
the last moment 

■ Which Pep should I 
choose? The simplest option is 
to ask the experts who spend 
all year examining toe perfor¬ 
mance of ftps from every 
angle and the competence of 
the fund managers employed 
by Pep providers. 

AUenbridge (0171 409 11)1) 
recommends Peps from Credit 


Suisse, Pembroke, Schraders 
and Gartmore. Jason Holl¬ 
and, Best Investment (0171 321 
0100) said: “For growth We re¬ 
commend Perpetual, half in 
the growth fond. 25 per cent in 
the UK smaller companies 
fond and '25 per cent in the 
Asian smaller companies 
fund. We also recommend 
Gartmore for growth—a mix- 
ture of the European Selective 
Opportunities Fund, UK 
smaller companies. Pacific 
growth and American emerg¬ 
ing." For income, he recomm¬ 
ends Guinness Flight and Jup¬ 
iter. 




H igher-rale tax relief 
on pensions could be 
one of the immediate 

casualtie s of. tihft ar rival of a 
Labour government At the 
moment, those who pay 40 
per cent tax benefit froin the 
equivalent amount of tax re- 
lief on their pension contribu- 
v dons. Some in -the industry 
believe that this level of tax 
relief could be scrapped^ hav¬ 
ing "higher-rate taxpayers to 
benefit from relief at the basic 
rateof income tax. - 
If the current Government 
is re-elected, then the propos¬ 
als scrapping.tax relief on all - 
pensions contributions for 
those in their early twenties 
and those about to start work 7 
could be introduced. 

Independent financial ad¬ 
visers are urging their cus- - 


tomers to ensure they make 
the maximum contributions 
possible to their personal pear 
sums before the end of the tax 
year, April 51 and ahead of a 
general election, thereby en¬ 
suring the maximum amount 
oftax relief. 

Policyholders can pay be¬ 
tween 17.5 per cent and 40 per 


aid Gayer, said: “One of the 
most important things to re¬ 
member about pensions is 
that most people simply do 
not contribute anywhere near 
enough Into their schemes to 
ensure the maximum pension 
can be obtained." 

Mr Gumpel also pointed 
out that the six million or so 


Pensions pyramid crumbles, page 35 


cent of their income into a 
personal pension, according 
to age. The older they are, the 
more they can contribute. 
Those in" company pensions 
can contribute up to 15 per 
-cent of their earnings per year. 

Jonathan Gumpel, an ad¬ 
viser with Brookes Macdon- 


wfth personal pensions can 
benefit from die carry-for¬ 
ward or cany-back provi¬ 
sions. Under die cany-back 
provisions, policy boktere can 
choose to have their pension 
contributions set against the 
previous year’s tax allowance. 
This would help someone 


moving from a higher rate to 
a lower rate tax bracket. Those 
with persona] pensions also 
benefit from the carry-for¬ 
ward provisions, which 
means that any unused contri¬ 
bution entitlement can be 
carried forward for six years. 

Those coming up to the end 
of the lax year, who have not 
invested the maximum 
amount in their pension, 
should consult an indepen¬ 
dent financial adviser to find 
out how'much they should 
contribute. Money Manage¬ 
ment, the monthly magazine, 
publishes a list of fee-based 
financial advisers by geo¬ 
graphical area. It can be 
obtained by telephoning 01179 
769444. 

Caroline Merrell 




The souffle syndrome 


T he long path of rising share prices 
is littered with bears trampled 
into rugs by the advancing herds 
of bulls. PDFM, most cautious of the bag 
fimd management houses, has lost 
business relative to its rivals by under¬ 
performing two years running. This 
week, the main share indices in London. 
Paris and Frankfurt all cli mbed into 
new, higher ground.. Aside_ from this 
bang a natural progression, there 
seemed good reason for London and 
, continental markets to move ahead. 
Why then are big mainstream investors, 
who have long fuelled the. boom, now 
'toddus tout the stock market? 

. Dent" be fooled by German dole 
queues. Economicrecnvety is picking up 
again on the Continent, albeit squeezed 
by attempts to meet the tests for 

jjioneiaiyuiiKXLTbanfofothalsqueffle. - 

mark zone currencies are weak, infla¬ 
tion is dormant and interest rates more 
IQgfy tp foil than to rise. That combina¬ 
tion should be good for asset prices, tf 

not forpeopte. 

In London, short-term interest rates are 
rising gently, which reinforces those 
nervous enough to keep tharcash.. But 
tong-term interest rales are Ealtoig and 
■they are ultimately more important for 
share prices. Over thepastyrar,?^s«J 

typical 15-year government gOt-egd 
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stocks nave umeu uu»u ; , 

foil (ram about 7.8 to 7.25 per cent m mid- 
Febraary before tweaking up agam. A 
teahhy; gilt-edged market; augure a 
healthy share market, except m recession. 
Britain isenjoymgrts sixth straight year of 

— ’. 


economic expansion. The growth rate is 
still picking up a little. 

Institutional investors ought to be 
more'worried than they are about 
Labour's unspoken plans for dividend 
tax and their possible impact on value. 
Although to economic background is 
otherwise benign, they might feel the 
impact of .‘Sterling’s rise on profits has 
been ignored; that a 4 per rent rise in 
share prices in two months has set an 
unsustairiahleace: that stock prices have 
run a bit too far ahead of events, so that 

the All-Share index sells at more than 18 
times earnings and the average divi¬ 
dend yield is little more than 35 per cenL 
There is enough hot air in share prices to 
ensure that bad bits of news, profits 
warnings or missed forecasts send 
individual stocks plunging like a punc¬ 
tured balloon. This souffle syndrome 
would certainly suggest.a pause 5 per 
cent above todays level 

Such reasoned factors are not, how¬ 
ever, what causes anxiety among the big 


players. They are worried ahour Wall 
Street. Starting from ratings as high as 
London's are today. New York share 
prices have jumped a quarter in nine 
months. Now it is haring one of its little 
setbacks, edging down a net l per cent. 

Why need this affect Europe in the 
absence of basic factors such as chang¬ 
ing interest rates? After all. Japanese 
share prices are down 10 per cent year 
on year and less than half their 1989 
peak. But that does not blight Hong 
Kong, let alone London or Frankfurt. 

This is where the fear comes in. Wall 
Street's boom was fuelled fundamental¬ 
ly by retirement funds. But people are 
asking who has been blowing in all this 
extra hot air. Fingers point at specula¬ 
tive hedge funds, borrowed to the hilr in 
yen loans costing next ro nothing, and 
therefore riding free on any increase in 
stock prices, however vertiginous Even 
modest extra gains, multiplied by their 
loan gearing, will yield good returns - 
until, that is. the process goes into 
reverse and the muffle sinks. 


N o one knows if or when that will 
happen. When it dim. however, 
contagion is reckoned to he 
inevitable because IIS investors will pull 
in the profitable investments they have 
made in other markers, particularly 
Europe. Those who have h > decide when 
to cash a pension might opt for caution. 
Most private investors can afford to 
leave such short-term worries to profes¬ 
sionals: even a severe dent is unlikely to 
last much more than a year against a 
basically healthy background Better («* 
worry about those Labour levies. 
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Look 31 the awards Fidelity has won for its top performing 
investments. Now you can enjoy some of that action, tax-free, 
wall :i range of PEPs that offers the best value on the market. 

Take Money Builder Growth. It's an actively managed PEP 
that takes advantage -af outstanding opportunities in the UK market 
Yuu d expect to pa> more for expert management like that. 
Mi -si .u. lively managed fends cl urge to fWh up-front. 

Nni Fidelity though. Our charges are as low as you pay for 
I >K Tucker Funds that just aim to match the Index. 

Hut where i»ur active management does make a difference 
is m perfumumc. We significantly outperform the Index and 
we're second mu uf 12? funds in the sector since bunch. And, 

0800414171 

■ jII lr>.-- 'Urn '-pm. " da>.>. Fax, U17.J7 836980. hnp:/7 www.fid-iml.com/uk 




like all on r MoneyBuiider PEPs, Money Builder Growth has no 
.entry or « it charges* 

Reme nber though, you only have until April 5th to take 
advantage of this year’s tax-free PEP allowance, so contact us 
now or speak to your IFA. 


To-. Fidelity Uivttuncms, PO Bax Toabfitkp, TNU 901. Piwe «fld UK 
■flfernutiofi Od Fidehty's Mooeytfcjflder Growth PEP Wt- wiD net disclose any infotuxuiofi 
usnsidf the ftddhy Marketing Group. 
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lop Fund 
Managers* 
upset 

the Taxman 
again. 


For a Managed Portfolio 
Fund PEP pack call 

0800132 304 

QUOTING REF T10803 

Lines are open 9am - 7pm weekdays, 9am -12 noon Saturdays 
and Sunday 10am - 2pm. 


Britannia 


The Sharing Society 



Lines are open Sam - 7pm weekdays, 9am -12 noon Saturdays 
and 10am - 2pm Sundays. * Britannia Fund Managers winners 
of the 1996 Micropal/Planned Savings Larger Unit Trust Group. 
Past Performance is not necessarily a guide to future 
performance. The value of investments may fail as well as rise 
and are not guaranteed. Tax legislation is subject to change. 
The value of any tax relief « dependent on personal 
circumstances. Representative only of the Britannia Marketing 
Group, members of which are regulated by the Personal 
Investment Authority and IMRO, for the purposes of advising 
on and selling the Life Assurance, Pensions and other Financial 
Services Act Investment Products bearing Britannia’s name. 


Britannia House Leek St a ffordshire ST13 5RG. 


- “ . . the TIMES SATUF nAY MARCH 81997 

Helen Pridham says the public is become immune to the benefits of health_coyer 

Medical insurers seek cold cure * 


MAPKBommtgj 


I n spite of growing public con¬ 
cern about the NHS, fewer 
people have been signing up for 
private medical insurance during 
recent years. According to the Associ¬ 
ation of British Insurers, the number 
of people with this type of insurance 
fell by 25 per cent between 1990 and 
1995 — from 7.6 million to 5.7 million. 

Now a number of new schemes 
have been launched which insurers 
hope will reverse the trend. The 
answers that providers have come up 
with in order to attract new custom¬ 
ers and tempt old ones back to 
private medical insurance could not 
be more different. One of the most 
controversial plans has been brought 
out by Western Provident Associ¬ 
ation (WPA). It offers lower premi¬ 
ums in return for policyholders 
agreeing to pay the first part of their 
medical costs .themselves. 

Guardian Direct, on the other 
hand, has come up with a scheme 
that virtually guarantees you receive 
part of your premiums back each 
year, while Prime Health has gone 
for a no-frills approach. WPA's new 
2-4-1 policy offers substantial premi¬ 
um reductions to customers if they 
are prepared-to pay the first £ 1 , 000 , 
£2.000 or £4.000 of their private 
medical bills during any one year. 
Couples who take out the policy will 
both have to pay the chosen excess 
and if they have any children a £250 
excess wiU also be applied. 

In spite of these hefty contribu¬ 
tions to costs, you will be accepted 
only if you can prove that you are 
Living a "demonstrably healthy life¬ 
style". You will be asked questions 
about your height, weight, smoking 
and drinking habits, and the level of 
exercise you take: This will be 
checked each year and WPA reserves 
the right not to renew your policy if 
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Shaping up: some policies will accept you only if you can prove you have a "demonstrably healthy lifestyle 


you have fallen badly by the way- 
side. But independent advisers are 
sceptical about WPA's new product 
George Connelly of Healthcare 
Matters, a Dorset adviser, said: "1 
welcome innovation but 1 honestly 
question the willingness of people to 
pay such high excesses. Other poli¬ 
cies already offer excesses on a 
smaller scale and although some 
people like the idea initially, they 
often get frustrated because it cuts 
down on how often they can daim. 
Not being able to claim on a policy is 
a major reason for lapses." For those 
who are interested, however. Mr 
Connelly points out that the other 
insurers which offer the option of 


less onerous excesses also charge 
mote competitive premiums without 
“cherry-picking” the very healthy. 
"Take a single person aged 35 tiling 
in London. Under a WPA plan with 
a £ 2,000 excess, the annual premium 
would be £494.95. Compare that to a 
OHRA Medios polity for London 
with an excess of just £324 on which 
the premium would be E4I5.02 or to a 
Prime Health Primecare polin' with 
a £250 excess and a 25 per cent no 
daims discount which would cost 
£389.43. Both policies offer benefits 
which compare reasonably and are 
renewable regardless of health." 

The lack of certainty about what 
consumers actually want is shown 


by the fact that Guardian Direct, in 
launching its new private medical 
insurance product last week, has 
adopted a completely opposite ap¬ 
proach to WPA. GD, which until 
now has sold mainly car and 
household insurance over the phone, 
has launched a policy which aims to 
ensure that small daims can be 
made frequently in order to create 
customer loyalty. It will pay out up to 
£30 per person per polity year for 
dental and optical check-ups and £12 
per person per year for prescription 
charges. New policyholders will also 
be cohered for existing ailments or 
complaints suffered in the past five 
years as soon as a fixed two-year 


period is up - even if thecoraplamt - 
recurred during time and they 
received treatment for it Normally . - 
such moratoriums stipulate no f bj- -' 
low-up treatment during the waiting 

period- , , _ . . “V 

A choice of two levels of cover k 
available under Guardian's scheme, 
one which pays outpatient costs ~ 
the Standard Plan — and one whkhr 
does not — the Value Plan. Fafl ' 
refunds of the cost of treatment are 
provided undereach scheme. Unlike / 
many other low-cost schemes; the " 
num ber of hospitals where treatment 
can be obtained is reasonably large- _* r 
with more than 500 on the list 
Guardian's plan is similar to a 
scheme launched last year by Legal 
& General that also provides cash 
contributions towards the cost of 
dental and optical treatment .atod- -. 
alternative medicine. . • 7 

Legal & General has just added ax£ 
outpatient cover option to its^pJan^A 
Cash benefits may be attracfiwbSK^ 
Stephen Walker, of Medical: IdsoS^A 
ance Services of Brighton, flank^y- 
insurers should approach tlie ii^^ir-:^ 
of customer loyalty differently." 
said: “I believe the best way to retaaj.' - 
customers is to keep the premiums 1 ^ 
down, particularly in later 
Lower premiums have, bera^,; 
achieved by Prime Health by cutfit^R 
back the comprehensive cover offiaf 
ed under its main Primeeare'piwir. 
with a new Saver and Supersaver: ! 
plan. . • v; 

The “frills" it has removed in&ade: v 
cover for psychiatric and meniaL,': £ 
conditions, alternative median*^; m 
home nursing, complications .of. 
pregnancy and oral surgery. Jn . 
addition, the Supersaver plan of 
eludes aD outpatient treahtiai,' ' 
which precedes inpatient or day cate, 
treatment *-■ K : ' : 


Payout solid from the Rock 


SOCIETY 
WATCH A 


T he average share 
payout by the North¬ 
ern Rock Building So¬ 
ciety. the smallest of those 
planning to convert into a 
bank, could be as high a 
EL400. This sum has been 
boosted by the soaring stock 
market, and recent rises in 
the share price of the Abbey 
National the most compara¬ 
ble share. 

This week, the Northern 
Rock unveiled plans for its 
£12 billion flotation, sched¬ 
uled for October. Around 
900.000 members will benefit 
from an equal distribution of 


500 free shares with an 
estimated price per share of 
between 260p and 295p — if 
the society had floated on 
February 7. 

Those who qualify for the 
free shares will be those 
investors who had £100 in 
, their account on December 31 
last year and who had a 
credit balance on the voting 
dale. They must also have 
had £50 in their accounts on 
April 2. Qualifying borrow¬ 
ers utill be those who have 
£100 worth of mortgage debt 
on December 31 last year and 
on the voting date. Investing 


members who are not enti¬ 
tled to vote may be entitled to 
receive a statutory' cash 
bonus that will be a percent¬ 
age of the total balance in the 
share accounts. This is ex¬ 
pected to be around S.S per 
cent 

I n announcing the deaL 
the Northern Rock at¬ 
tempted at the same time 
to tackle the controversy sur¬ 
rounding the disabled. 
Under the terms of the other 
building society flotations, 
many disabled savers have 
been locked out of payouts 


because their accounts are 
looked after by trustees — 
only the first named on 
accounts benefit Douglas 
French. Conservative MP for 
Gloucester, is in the process 
of bringing in a Bill to ensure 
that the disabled benefit from 
building society payouts. 

The Northern Rock in¬ 
tends to make a donation of 
£1 million to charities for the 
disabled and their carers. 
The mo\e has been broadly 
welcomed by Mr French. 

The Northern Rock derid¬ 
ed 10 go for an equal distribu¬ 
tions of shares, as predicted 


in The Times, rather than a 
variable distribution because 
it daims that eight out of ten 
of its members would be 
better off. In offering an 
equal distribution of shares, 
the Northern Rock is follow¬ 
ing the Alliance & Leicester 
model, rather than the vari¬ 
able distribution offered by 
the Woolwich and die 
Halifax. 

Members will be asked to 
vote at the special general 
meeting in Newcastle Arena 
on April 15. Postal votes 
should be returned by mid¬ 
night on April 2. The North¬ 



ern Rock is also setting up a 
charitable foundation, called 
tfre ftorthem Rock Founda¬ 
tion, that will help projects in 
the North East. 

After flotation, the society 
will pay 5 per cent of its 
profits annually into the 
foundation, equivalent lo £8 
million last year. 

Caroline Merrell 


INVEST IN BRITAIN’S LIFE 
COMPANIES TAX-FREE. 
THE FIRST TEP PEP. 


SEC 


«wSoc 


OVER 55? 

9°/o Bonus Rate 




For investors who 
don’t want to byt 
1 sixes and sevehi 


yt" 










Quotations re p r int ed by 

kind permission af Money 
Management, Ore. 1996 
The return on the investment 
depends on theprxflls made 
by tbc life office and on Us 
pnlicv as to their distribution 

( whether on earfy 

encashment, or In adverse 
.market conditions ortn other 
circumstances). Future bonus 
rales, both annual and 
terminal, can vary and are 
based on the (lower) hid ualue 
of units The lax free income" 
(bonus) withdrawals an 
taken oul of a fund which is 
Uself liable to tax and the tax 
cannot be reclaimed by a 
nnnr-taspaycr. 


Talk to 
Totvty Law 

for independent 
financial advice 

REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL 
INVESTMENT AUTHORITY 
Towry Law Financial Planning Ltd, 
FREEPOST (1872), Slough, Sll 3BR. 

Please send me ■pou r free B tddee 
Towry law's Guide To Re lit a m e nt 


I money work border in r e tirem ent.' 1 

■ Age: Self_ Spouse_. . 

I lam retired.Q 1 

I I am retiring at age_ 1 

I 1 would like a . 

I financial review.Q I 

1 Name _ I 

I Address _ 1 


wrcerned about low Interest 
rates? Well Commercial Union 
may have some good news! 

For a limited period only, 
Commercial Union’s Premier 
Investment Bond guarantees 
9.0%* in the first year. This 
otter applies to all new 
investments in the CU With 



Profits Fund between £2,500 
and £250,000. (The Premier 
Investment Bond is a 
medium to long term 
investment.) 

So why wait tor interest 
rates to rise? Find out more 
about the Premier Investment 
Bond today. 


Postcode. 


STU3UITY INSTEAD 
OF VOLATILITY 


Are you 

missing out? 


j Telephone_. 

I for written details PHONE ON • 

J 0345 88 99 33 j 

’ (Local rue charge) * 

| Fnr bifonraiion t office hours only) Telephone [ 
| Windsor 01753 86X244. Edttibujpb 0131 226 J 
| 2244. lads OIIJ 244 591 1 . Od£ur 012.42 * 

J 237121 or EUrmiafileiiti 0131 454 4544. | 

|_TO803?7| 


*F°r investments in the CU With Profits Fund, held tor at least 2 years. The 9.0% is a guaranteed first year return 
on units held on the first policy anniversary. A monthly policy charge and an early surrender penalty will apply. 


Commercial union 


FOR MORE DETAILS CALL YOUR FINANCIAL ADVISFR 
COMPLETE THE COUPON OR FREEPHONE 0800 77 97 97 YYY 


J To: Commercial Union, FREEPOST, CV 1037, Stratford Upon Avon CV37 "qrr" 
I Please send me an information pack on your Premier Investment Bond. 

! Title: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms. Forenames 


Address 


make your name and address available to other organisations outside the Commercial Union Ground mm , ‘ P!ease remember that we never 
tea you about our other products or services, wNch may be of interest to you. issued by Commercial iintS^!^' we will occastonaflv 

Registered in England No. 79678. Registered Office: SL Helen’s. 1 Undershaft London EC3P 3DQ. a nwmhL France Company Limited 
Group which is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority for Life Assurance and PenSm» il^ Comme «Mi Union Marketing 
----- TrtJ sts, UCITS and PEPs 
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N mc ycaus ago the Securities 
and Investments Board (SIB) 
assumed tbe task of protect¬ 
ing^the nation's savings; Its actions 
: over the iiext few weeks wjQl prove 
whether thejCfty watchdog is fit to 
■ cany out this vital: d uty for the rest of 
the ccnhiiy and beyoodr 
This work the formidablc Angela 
Knight iSaHKwrac Secretary to the 
Treasury, informed Sir Andrew 
Large, the SIB'S diief executive, that 
• she expectcd aquick resoluHoi] to the 
personaLpepsioo scandaL 

■ The SIB'S conduct in dusaBair so 

' far Jbas revealed its most serious 
flaws. The organisation stood by 
while huodreds of thousands of 
employees were encouraged by fife 
insurance salesmen to leave com- 
’ pany schemes wifli good benefits for 
inferiorpersonal pension plans. 

. Once the abuses came to light, the 
- SIB failed to investigate the affair 
j~ swiftly. It has also failed to ensure 


opens for watchdog trials 





■■■■ COMMENT 

ANNE ASHWORTH 

Personal Finance Editor 


lhr scandal 

loss ^nrr pr °™i pt com P cns 3don for 
"^sleadmg advice. The 
Wspnfamana: has been shame. 

faLrfn 8 cxcusc f °r the 
companies to delay paw 
™ te - The watchdog has been expert 
?ii.- pasS J nB Ihe rather than 

^tane, The result is that 
atout £50 million is ail that has been 
> n compensation from an 
estimated Ml of E4 billion. 

Before the end of the month. Sir 
Andrew must be able to show that the 


worst culprits among the insurers are 
closer to meeting their compensation 
liabilities. 

Those awaiting a payout may have 
grounds for optimism about these 
discussions. Both sides have an 
impetus to end the delays. Sir 
Andrew is already due to stand down 
from his post in May. He will not 
wish to leave in an atmosphere of 
opprobrium. 

The insurance companies, mean¬ 
while, will be driven by the only force 
they understand: the potential for 


new business. Under the Govern¬ 
ment's proposals to reform the state 
pension scheme, a selected number 
of companies will be entrded to in vest 
the compulsory contributions of the 
next generation of workers (see 
pagpSfy 

Since no insurance company will 
wish to be excluded from this list, 
they will be eager to present them- 
selves as models of propriety and 
customer care. The same commercial 
pressures (hat caused the pensions 
debacle could hasten its resolution. 
But the doubts will remain over the 
SIB's fitness for its rule. 

Small comfort 

NATIONAL SAVINGS has heeded 
the requests of Weekend Money 
readers for more smaller-value Pre¬ 
mium Bond prizes (see page 33). But 
for small holders, Ernie's odds 
remain deplorable. 

BARRY BAT CHELOR 
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■ 25% invested 

internationally 

75% invested in the UK 

■ Monthly savings from 
only £50 per month 

■ Lump sum investments 

from £7000 
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Reft 1TW9 


Address 


Daytime tel no: 


Data that you pmndc m*r be Med by 
Norwich ILoioti poup companies, your 
Snancud adwsar or ottwr rakvant 

Of|antaalam lor ntariediac poipose* RKb 
a» maitet research and contactte* you 
rcfanSnx your hdue Bjurancti and 
faNcstmeot needs. 


Postcode 
Evening td no: 


NORWICH 

UNION 


For your pmtaetton ■■ ttMptwae catb wiB 
be recoded The vsiua id and ircorar from 
PEPa ma» (aB and you may not get back 
the jmtooot Invested. Funds inwoted abmad 
may aiV» with oatange rata fluctuations. 
InfDRnatiDn/adoice wfl only relate to 
Norwich UNon products. 


XT _ t Ex capt the buying to selling 

No one protects more. spnM( ] ^ 0 . 5 %. 


Second-hand rose: the market for second-hand clothes has never been stronger thanks to Swampy and friends." like that for second-handpoUd^ 


Norwich Urn we Pan/abn Strives Lmutni « rrpttatai by the Pmorut Im-atiramr Authority keguLnni by I MR O 


Tep specialists 
enjoy boom time 


C ontinued . speculation 
over which insurers 

will - follow- Norwich 

Union into demutualisation is 
creating a boom time for the 
six investment trusts 

specialising in traded .endow¬ 
ment policies (reps). 

Funds 3uch as the .Life 
Offices Opportunities Trust. 
(Loot) buy endowments on the 
secondary market to collect the 
bonuses ntiihal insurers pay: 

■ on these policies. They are also 
in line for any windfall bonus¬ 
es if these companies float chi 
the stock market 
. This has caught the imagi¬ 
nation of investors/.who have 
piled-into-fte trusts.'pushing 
their shares to a premium, a, 
rare feat in the neglected 
investment trust sector, where 
discounts of more than jo per 
cent are common. Loot, run "by 
Scottish Value Management, 


is the most popular at an &4 
per cent premium. But the five 
other Tep funds from Kle in- 
wort Benson and Barclays 
- Global Investors also have 
more buyers than sellers and 
stand at 5-8 per cent premiums. 

Beware; buying a. trust at 
premium means you pay over 
the odds for the underlying 
value of the assets. However, 
Brian Moretta, investment an¬ 
alyst at SVM, points out that 
investment trusts have never 
stayed at premiums for long¬ 
er ther the funds fall out of 
fashion or someone launches a 
new trust to tap toe demand. 

. It could be worth waiting .for 
share prices to dip, or you may 
dedde the opportunity is too 
good tp squander. Even if 
other Ide.companies do not 
.demutualise, Tep funds are a 
relatively low" risk way of 
getting good capital returns 


the K 1 !. l. 1 k Unrestricted PEP. 


We don’t \i a k e 


Killik PEPs. 


You DO. 


over the long term. Beale 
Dobie. a market-maker in trad¬ 
ed endowments, says die aver¬ 
age return on endowments last 
year was around 9 per cent 
This is unlikely to decline as 
most insurers have stopped 
cutting bonuses and Tep funds 
invest in better-value longer- 
dated (25-year) policies. 

All Tep funds wjfll pay out 
when they wind up eariy in the 
next century. This fixed timeta¬ 
ble makes them useful if you 
>are planning school or univer¬ 
sity fees. Barclays’ two BZW 
Endowment funds avoid a 
potential capital gains problem 
by splitting the capital pay¬ 
ments and bonuses over the 
last five years. Some are , 
Pepabie. For instance you can , 
put up to £3000 in the SEC 
Traded Endowment Fund. 

Gavin Lumsden 
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IF YOU’RE GOING TO 
BUY A PENSION, MAKE 
SURE IT’S ONE OF THE 
BEST ON THE MARKET. 




I„ a* Unrestricted PEP ftanKmkS Co. 
yon can invest up to teooo. tax-tee. h 

your ovyn 56^0' UKandBxoDffln 

equitias. corporate txxtds, unit trusts 
axj investment Busts. e«n cash - you 
pick, ws P& 3 ' . 

As a Killik disnt you’ll be sole to take 
^^ygptage of expert independsnt advice 

BontyOtBOwP 9 ®^ 8 "*"- 


As tor charges, there are no initial 
charges or annual management tees. Yfcu 

only pay far the work we actualy do. 
in short, tf you want to make the most of 
tna tax benefits PEPs offer, with the Kfflk 
Unrestricted PS 5 , you've got It made. 

. Kfflik & Co. London's biggest network 
of specialist stockbrokers. 

Call 070C» 786 257 or natum the coupon. 
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Choosing a personal pension plan is not an easy 
task. Supcrliciallv. many plans can look similar, 
so whai factors shi^uld jou consider when 
making vour choice? 

Price, periormanee and flexibility are perhaps 
the kc-> indicators that will enable you to 
diffcremiaie the wheat from the chaff. 

PRICE 

All companies are now required to disclose to 
potential buyers the uim ui investments such us 
personal pension plans. Comparing the charges 
made hv different companies eJn he quire 
revealing. 

The chart a bow lei i compares the effect of the 
charges made by various companies to recoup 
Mich costs as commission, remuneration and 
administration lor a L3uil pm. 2tl year regular 
contribution with-profits personal pension plan. 
Source - Money Management, October 194c. 

Nut mil) are the cited> of The Equitable's 
charges the lowest ot the companies surveyed, 
bui ybo the ellccts oi our l barges are almost 
hall the awrage. 

PERFORMANCE 

Fur inrnc than 2M years the industry jounul. 
PianueJ Saving*-, has moniioied the investment 
jvrformaiHV nl regular contnbution vvith-pn.iilis 


personal pension plans maturing over different 
time periods. 

Of the 52 performance tables published since 
surveys began in 1974, The Equitable has 
appeared in the top ten on no less than <13 
occasions. 

That consistency of performance covering two 
decades is unmatched by any other company 

Past performance is no guarantee of future 
performance. 

FLEXIBILITY 

With an Equitable Persona! Pension Han you may 
vary your contributions without penalty. If you 
have to stop paying contributions your existing 
benefits are unaffected. So we don't tie you to 
specific contributions and provided the minimum 
contribution is made you may invest what you 
want when you want. Additionally if you retire 
earlier or later than planned, there’s no penalty 
\our benefits will be the same as if you had chosen 
that date at the outset. 

So, if you would like to leam more about The 
Equitable Personal Pension Plan by post and by 
telephone, return the coupon or call Aylesbury 
109901 38 48 58. 

www.equitable.co.uk 


nKwurm,UAicL < mau he given ok equtmle gkcprudvcb 

ffiGlUJEn BETTE PEHN YUi INVESTMENT MTOWIV 
TTE EaramUitnfEU<Mtt^fJvTMCT*lEj5W.®; BU33NGH.lU5HIH.EKa TWt 

Ta: The Lquimbk- Life, FREEPOST, Whlion Street, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP21 7BR. 

1 would wckrxnc deta ils on The EquiuUc's penskw pbn* 

X am sdt cmpkwd □. 

2 am an emplo^ei- not in a company pension scheme □ 


TMCM7F 


NAME IMi/NWMiss) 
ADDRESS- 


.Postcode. 


Id: (Office J. 


.Tel: i Home). 


MB: guarantee that no company outside The Eqmubt and its 
subsidiaries will recast ibau dcufe. it howevtr, you would prefer to 
rcceivr no further inJcsmabon from us, pfcase tekthk bax □ 



The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 








































































































erpetual’s new Offshore Income 


Accumulator Fund offers you a valuable 


combination of investment benefits: 


improved security, tax efficiency and 


flexibility. 


Improved security, because the fund 


invests in bond and money markets which 


historically are a more predictable and 


less volatile investment than equities. 


Tax efficient, because all income is 


reinvested in the fund allowing you to 


benefit from compound returns. And 


you can defer payment of tax on income 


earned until it is most beneficial to you. 


For example, when you are paying a 


lower rate of tax. 


Flexible, because vou can switch easilv 


and economically between classes in the 


fund as and when you wish. 


For more information on Perpetual 


Offshore Income Accumulator Fund 


Limited, call our Customer Services 


Department on +44 (0) 1534 607660 or 


send a fax on +44 (0) 1534 3S918. 


To: Perpetual Fund Managers Jersey) limited. 1*0 Box 459, 
d'Hauteville Chamber*. Seale Street, Si Hchcr.Jency.JE4 »WS. 
Channel Islands. Mease send me details on the Offshore 
Income Accumulator Fund. Important: Please print eUarly. 



A QUESTION OF MONEY 

Do you suffer 
from confusion 
over cashbacks? 




SECURITY, 
TAX EFFICIENCY 
AND FLEXIBILITY. 


T he intricate accounting 
policies of building so¬ 
cieties used to be of 
interest only to the keenest 
type of accountant However, 
in the next few months about 
20 million people will become 
sha r eholders in four of the top 
ten budding societies as they 
float on the stock market. 

Shareholders will receive 
details of the newly floated 
banks’ profits and tosses, any 
new acquisitions, plus details 
of how the businesses are 
progressing. All these factors 
can have a big impact on the 
share prices. Shareholders 
will have to try to make sense 
of some of the more obscure 
methods of accounting. 

It is increasingly dear that 
the way in winch building 
societies treat cashbacks in 
their accounts is causing prob¬ 
lems for some of the analysts 
who foSow foe market. 

This week the Halifax* re¬ 
ported that it had spent £626 
million on mortgage sweeten* 
ers. in chiding cashbacks and 
discounted rates, while the 
Alliance & Leicester spent 
£143 million on cashbacks and 
other incentives. However, 
other societies’ treatment of 
incentives in their accounts 
may not have quite the same 
impact on profits. 


What is actually meant 
by a cashback? 


rT"j Many building societ- 
ies have attempted to 
anract new borrowers by of¬ 
fering a cash lump sum up 
front. As these payments are a 
cost, they have to be accounted 
for in the society’s profit and 
loss account. 


How are they treated by 
different societies? 


fT - ' Some building soriet- 
LOhl ies, such as the Halifax, 
will write off the cashback in 
the year that the cash is given 
to the customer. A EJjOOO 
cashback will show up as a 
£3,000 cost in the society’s 
profit and loss account. Other 
societies, such as the Northern 
Rock, will write off the 


cashback over a period of 
three years. 

(Tvj Why should it matter 
[sjj that cashbacks are treat¬ 
ed differently by societies? 

H The fact that different 
societies have different 
policies makes it very difficult 
to compare their profits. It 
also makes it difficult to 
compare the profits of one 
society on a continuing basis. 

For example. Northern 
Rock reported a 14 per cent 
increase in profits to £167.5 
million for last year - very 
healthy growth. Tliis building 
society does around one third 
of its lending on a cashback, 
basis. However, if cashbacks 
are written off * n the year they 
. occur, rather than over three 
years, then Northern Rock’s 
profits would be £39 million, 
lower, and be less than the 
previous year. 

f7T] How do societies jus- 
\W.\ tify writing off 
cashbacks over more than 
ooe year? 

B The societies point out 
that although they are 
paying a large lump sum up 
front, borrowers will have to 
pay back a proportion of this 
in the first few years of the 
loan if they choose to redeem 
their mortgage. 

Therefore, lenders do have 
some cover against the initial 
cost. Northern Rock also 
points out that other societies 
offer discounted loans rather 
than cashbacks, where the 
charges are written off over a 
period of years. 


So what is the solution 
for cashbacks? 


nri Many of those in the 
I A) industry believe that sod- 
eties should all be forced to 
account for their cashbacks on 
a standard basis. Some ana¬ 
lysts believe that (he most 
prudent basis should be used, 
ie. the liability should all be 
written off in the year ic occurs. 

Caroline Merrell 


Left in the dark about 


A NEW OFFSHORE | payment protection 


TIM 08/03/97 


INVESTMENT 

OPPORTUNITY 

dL 

Perpetual 


U ntrained staff at banks 
and building societies are 
failing to explain the terms of 
policies sold to borrowers to 
cover mongage payments if 
they fall ill "or lose their jobs 
(Sara McConnell writesl. 

Publishing his annual re- 
pon. Walter Merricks. the In¬ 
surance Ombudsman, said: 
"The extent of the cover is often 
not properly explained. For 
the most pan. policies of this 
son are sold by staff untrained 
in the selling of insurance." 

Borrowers are under increas¬ 
ing pressure to take out insur¬ 
ance with their mortgages as 
the Government restricts state 
help to unemployed or ill 
borrowers. Since October 1995. 
new borrowers have had to 
wait nine months before they 


can claim help with mortgage 
repayments. But the policies 
on offer have been widely' 
attacked by Citizens’ Advice 
Bureaux and housing experts 
as expensive and inadequate. 

Of the complaints received 
by Mr Merricks this year. 12 
per cent involved payment 
protection policies. Four years 
ago there were none. 

The ombudman’s concern is 
shared by the National Associ¬ 
ation of Citizens' Advice Bu¬ 
reaux. The main criticisms 
centre on ''exclusion times" 
during which the policy will 
not pay out, restrictive defini¬ 
tions of what constitutes a pre¬ 
existing medical condition and 
perceived discrimination 
against unemployed people on 
training schemes. 
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ENDOWMENT POLICIES 
WANTED 

We Deliver Competitive Prices, 
Quick Results, and Quality Service 
| J^l THE INSURANCE POLICY 
TRADING COMPANY LTD 

| 22 CHURCH STREET: GODALMING : GU7 1EW 

SP 01483 427575 : Fax 01483 418866 

_ R*fod«LedbT tbePentrot Igvttoomt Actlxxity 


the best deals yet 

SAVINGS U P TO 5% 


Financial Discounts mreg 

FREEPOST - ALTON - HANTS - GU34 I B ft 


FREEPHONE: OSOO 


e.mail: Fddgldlal.pipex.com web: http://vrww.fiiiancial-dJacounts.co.uL 
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IT'S EASY TO GET MORE 

Wb regularly pay up to 30% MORE* than the surrender value 
tor with profits endowment and whole life policies. 

Life Company Offered £16,311 

Policy Portfolio Price £21,100 ^ t* 

Pont lose out - ^ POLICY 

contact PoBcy Portfolio Pie today. POPTEHT TO 
RagUand by die Pvsonai Irnosmare Aiibortiy ^ UKlfULlU 


Put an extra £3,000 into a 
single company A a 

PEP £/ 

for just \J-V AT 

gfelTo 87 


/)• j fk 1 Services 1 inured, a member of rfJcGner 

City Deal 

V DJuauUiui ^“"InJaklRCTaTiic^wo^PhojaaBap* 
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"Twin blessings." 

\‘o initial cl large on 1996/97 and 1997/98 PEES.* 
No charge io cr.insU’i* existing plans. * 

No charge to make a withdrawal or close the pi; 
No charge to swarch between funds. 
ipreatJ \our PEP across a range of highly 

Appls nm\ for 

The Gartmore Global PER 


Gartmore 
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Where there is no initial charge, die buying and selling price of your PEP Investment will be different because of the stockmarket costs incurred when the Fund . 

investments tor transfers of &4.500 or more); offer ends May 31st 1997. You must read the Terms and Conditions before investing, vk ntuc or invoonenu and the income from nor » do ,nvestracnt S for the portfolio *On 
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SaraMcConnell on a campaign that bore fruit 


ERNIE’S MILLIONAIRES: THE JACKPOT WINNERS 


FEBRUARY 1995 


Lotte! 

27HW 345065* 






I Durham I 

} IflftB 530788* ] 

West Yorkshvo 1 
16GW 445024* | 




We, location and winning number* | 


South Yorkshire 


MARCH 1935 fl SEPTEMBER 1994 


32 MS 784427* 


DECEMBER 1994 " MARCH 1595 


Norfolk 

1BWZ 71202V 


Essex 
31PN 035055* 


SEPTEMBER 1996 


Essex 

24PS57S510* 




Wiltshire J 
15MK3Q2061- j 

1 Buckingham 1 
| 35FW 480022* | 


r 


Lambeth I 

18RL 790255* j 


Camden ! 

12BW174058* ( 

l . 


MkkSese* 

12NB293042* 



Brent j 

46FPS268S5* 



Kern 

\ 07K V 048820* | 

Brant I 

58LK 7B0333* | 


wsmm 





Surrey. , 
|29JZ 644125*' 

Surrey 

09CF 897929* 

1 Surrey } 

42KP 837454*| 

Surrey 

42CZ621843* 

Surrey 

15CS 756886* | 


Surrey 


Turning Ernie into 


a nice little earner 


T he odds on winning the PrenThim 
Bonds improved significantly this 
week, as National Savings bowed 
to pressure from readers of The Times 
and others demanding more chance of 
regular, small prizes. 

Many Weekend Money readers have 
been angered by National Savings’move 
last May to abandon fixed odds but pay a 
fixed number of prizes. Coupled with 
booming sales, this meant bigger wins 
for a lucky few but less chance of a £50 or 
£100 win for others. Now National 
Savings is reversing this strategy. 

Frank Yule, who accused National 
Savings In Weekend Money letters two 
weeks ago of turning Premium Bonds 
from an investment into a lottery, 
welcomed the volte-face as “excellent 
news’*. Since his letter was published, Mr 
Yule has received letters of support from 
Times readers across the country." 

From June, any £J Bond will have a 
fixed, one-in-19,000 chance of winning 
any prize, including the £1 million 
jackpot This month, under the present 
structure . the odds were one in 22320. 
National Savings said: “Based on these 
odds, a person with a maximum holding 


of £20,000 of Premium Bonds could 
expect with average luck to win) J prizes a 
year. At the new fixed odds of 19.000 to 1. 
the same investor might expert over a 
period of time to win an average of 
prizes a year." 

Currently, there is a pre-set limit of 
350,000 prizes. Under the new structure 
there will be no set number of prizes but 
based on the level of sales in March there 
will bean estimated 430,000 {layouts. The 
prize fund, currently standing at £7.7 
billion, will continue to be divided into 
three bands. Three quarters of die fund 
win go hi small prizes of £50 and £100. 
while a further 15 per cent will be allocat¬ 
ed to prizes of £1.000 and £500. The 
remaining 10 per cent will go to fund the 
biggest prizes of £5.000 and £1 million. 

National Savings admitted this week 
that its attempts to offer fewer, larger 
prizes had been partly designed to com¬ 
pete with the National Lottery. 

Since the £1 million jackpot was 
announced in November 1993, sales have' 
shot up to £ 6 Jb billion, more than the total 
sales in the 40 years since Ernest Maples. 
then POstmasterGeneraL pressed Ernie’s 
start button for the first time. But many 


longstanding bondholders see their hold¬ 
ings as investments, not lottery punts. Mr 
Yule and his wife Priscilla, who have the 
maximum E20.000 In Premium Bonds, 
used to win small prizes regularly. But be 
said: “For the last two months we haven’t 
won anything. We used (o get quite a 
good return." 


A nother Weekend Money reader. 
Denys Manning, agreed: “I think 
most peopfe would rather have a 
stream of smaller prizes, as well as a 
flutter." Mr Manning, who has com¬ 
plained to National Savings about the 
existing prize structure, welcomed the 
changes, saying: “1 didn't think they 
would listen." 

But National Savings will have a 
harder job convincing holders that there 
is no secret bias towards newer holdings 
or those in the South of England. This 
month's millionaire is from Surrey and 
the Bond was entered in the draw for the 
first time. Of the 36 millionaires, six are 
from Surrey, with three from Essex. 
Ernie has no favourites, however. There 
are more winners in the South because 
more bonds are bought in the South. 
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“AS FAR AS 
MY PRIVATE 
MEDICAL 
INSURANCE 
PREMIUMS 
GO, I'LL STAY 
52 FOR LIFE.” 


“I couJdirt believe my ears when 
Exeter Friendly said that the age I 
take out medical insurance, is the age 

I stay at. 

You see, Exeter don’t put up your 
subscriptions just because you get 
older. 1 joined at 52 , so I’ll pay the 
premiums of a 52 year old for 
life Which will save me literally 
thousands and thousands of pounds 
over the years. 

That’s all very well, I said, but 
won’t that mean reduced benefits? 



■ It’you jn? under X!) years old plt-JM* telrplii'ik* 01342 477210. 

. f Mini ... .I... ......__ «... ..1.. 


>n t that mean icuu»-vv* - I It you an? unocr wi years ore pirase u iepin'iie •* 

Then they explained that because i focuw <77235 « ,..r.ku,K 

Exeter are a friendly society with no ' 

it .1_,Tn 


Mr/Mrv'Ms 

Address 


rxciti • 

shareholders to pay, all the protits go 
back into the company. So not only are | _ 
the subscriptions lower, but the benehes 1 p^, 
often better than those offered by , 


Tel 


are 


jther leading insurers 

It takes yean off my agejast thinking 


ibout it. 

WE MAKE YOU FEEL SO YOUNG 



Apr* *>f people ro be included 
Current insurer 


R. m » 11 d.uc 


•H EXETER 

pi am . tz ,,r. 
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THE 




Lazard 


UK INCOME TRUST 


No other income trust is managed like it. 
No other performs quite like it. 


The Lazard I'K Income Trust is exceptional. 

Ranked first quartiie over 1. 2, 3. 4, 5 and 10 years’, its distinctive style of management 
- low on risk, high on integrity - has made it one of the markets most successful unit trusts 
in recent times. Now Lazard Unit Trust Managers - a distinguished investment 
house with over 30 years experience of unit trust management - offers you a chance 
to invest in this top-performing trust ttnd get the tax-free benefits of a PER 
For more about the Lazard I'K Income Trust and a PEP Application Form, 
contact vour financial adviser or tali 0800 374 810 rodav. 


4 scar*. 5 vcirs 


Q-i:ir::k raiii-arn 


/ / /' / / / 



SnMtir: .1 Jit mpn! P.td-to-hul. art im mujnltd. to JS/.'/^i. • ,1/yiAr> fn.ill mv L'/mW > immurHls m.tdr l+jurr AW/V" 


Lazard Unit Trust Managers Limited 2\ MoorfieJds London ECZP 2HT 


Freephone 0800 374810 


The La/jrd Pepublc unit* rmsc. include: UK Incume. UK Incurnc & Oravah. UK Cupiul. UK Small Companies (Jruwth. 

European drou th. Nurih American (iruwih. Japan Un>wili anti Pacific Grtiwrh. 

The value nfinm** and the income Ilian (hem ran ru down as well lip and ym ma\ nut rci hack the full anumni invested, I'jm performance ts 
mu necevsjriN a guide tu funire returns. h'liitTiuriims in exchange rates may cause the value of your investment m fall or fisc. Kefcrcnves to ta\ relief 
are based on «uir understanding nf eurrcni tax legislation and these may tan: the laluc of ta\ relief will depend upon your individual ciicumstjm.ev 
Whilst charging the management charge to the capital actsnint will h«.M rfie imumc and «|imtcd \ icld. it may accrdinply uinsrrain capital Rrcnnh. 
La/ard l ; nii Trust Managers Limited is regulated by IMKO and the Personal Investment Authority and is a member of Al'TIE 

■l IM wmV"7 


Act before 


4th April 


The M&G Corporate Bond PEP is one of the largest and most 
successful corporate bond funds available. Since its launch in 
April 1994 it has been the top performing fund in its sector. 

If you had invested £6,000 at launch you would have received 
income of £1,182 and your capital would have grown to £6,506. 
A similar investment in a building society would have produced 
a gross income of only £895 and your capital would have remained 
at £6,000. 

The M&G Corporate Bond PEP gives you a sensible way of 
achieving 6-6%* tax-free income and there is no initial charge 1 * and 
no withdrawal fee after 5 years. 

The capital value of, and income from, units are not guaranteed. 

tThe difference between the buying and selling prices on 28th 
Feb. 1997 was 0-37%. For details of the full range of The M&G PEP 
return the coupon or telephone 0990 600 627. 


“M&G says that it will 
accept bonus shares 
from building 
societies converting 
to banks into its 
General PEP... 
it’s possible that not 
all PEP managers will 
accept shares 
into plans.” 

Investors Chronicle 
24th January 1997 


^ The M&G Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. Please send me details of The M&G 
PEP, including The M&G Corporate Bond PEP. 


The estimated gross redemption ytetd 
on Tha MSS Corporate Bond PEP as 
al 28th February 1997 was fre* and 
the catenated gross dstribudon yield 
was 7-0%. 

Notes. Income figures reter to gross 
income. MSG Corporate Bend PEP 
capital figures ate offer to bid. The 
Building Society income figures are 
based on the average Share Account 
rate (source: CSO - Financial 
Statistics). Sector per fo r ma n ce 
source: MicropaL 


I 

X 

I 


NO SALESMAN WILL CALL 

Ybu should contact your independent financial adviser (if you have one) before investing. 
The price of units and the income from them can go down as well as up. The value to you of 
Ihe tax benefits will depend on yoLff own circumstances. The tax regime of PEPs could change 
in the future. 


t*/Mrs/ 

Mos/Kfe 

INITIALS 

SURNAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

KC-GCAJ 


M&G does not offer investment advice or offer any recommendations regarding Investments. 
We only market the packaged products and services of the M&G marketing group. 

issued by MSG finance/ Services Untied. 

(Ragusared br The Penxxie! tov&jmM Authority') 

IMG um Trusts are manager# by MSG Securities 
Lmltod. (Regubred by /MflO and 7be Personal 
/nvesftnew Aumortty) 


We nrar rate ycm nor*? and address aniaae lo 
iramecKd ergartaatons. Wfe wd occasbraly lei yai 
about ptlw products, or mite ottered by orsetes 
and ajEcccBed MSG Corrpems. 



ICk tnobtm | | Jyou ncxAt prefer not lo raertn fl*. 

rtcmuacn. 


Managing your money for the longer term 


The M&G Corporate Bond PEP 
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Iizanne Rose gets a front-row ticket to a premiere 

——- 




So you 

want to 


be in the 


The Friends Provident Stewardship POP jeetowmoW 
investment in companies that harm peoplt^wMdBte or oar mitt 


Instead. it seeta to Invest In 
that dcBvcr positive benefits to today. 


WOULDN’T YOU 
RATHER HAVE PROFIT 
WITH PRINCIPLES? 


movies? 


7p~2 srisnds Prc/ider.z 


s:s-v8ras>.:~ P2P 


The Friends Provided stewardship PEP 
aims lo invest in companies that make a 
positive contrfcution to the world we five in. 

And to avoid companies whose 
business practices could be harmful to the 
planet and its people. 

Vet this needn't mean avoiding a 
decent profit. 

Over the past 5 years. Stewardship has 
out-performed the average return fbrafl urat 
trusts, edited or not.* 

Just the kind of performance you would 
expect from Friends Provident, the UK’s 
leading ethical investment company, 
which manages around £700 rnOSon of 
ethical investments. 


9 


Fheyearj 


p Free 

; out-perfomi the 
S unfit trusts.* 


people who wfll talk to you In clear 
straightforward language. 

Call pSOO 00 00 80 now. or contact 
your financial adviser, and you'll find that 
your principles needn't stop you making 
a profit 




Get on the Blue Line now. direct to 
Friends Provident. 

The Blue Line Is the fast no-hassle way 
to get the information you need about this 
product over the phone to help you make 
an informed decision. 

You'll deal with friendly, qualified 


TTos plus =3ocr£s of profit 
waul: principles 
a Proven track record with good growth 

prospects. 

„ Ail profits are tax-free. 
c Invest a lump sum frnhwnum £1.000) or 
monthly payments of £50 or more, 
a Managed by the UK'S leafing ethical 
Investment company. * 
o Investment m successful companies 
which are helping rather than harming 


Get on the Blue Line 






V-'' / 



We’re here to take your call 8lo 8 Weekdays. 10 to 4 Weekends. 


FRIENDS 


IOVIDENT 
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I f you have ever dreamt of 
being in the movies, a 
company in Stratford- 
upon-Avon could make your 
dreams come true. Fora E500 
investment in a new produc¬ 
tion of King Lear, to be filmed 
this summer, you would be 
entitled to a share in 50 per 
cent of any net profits, full rep¬ 
ayment of your money within 
a set period, the option to rec¬ 
eive a credit in the film’s tides, 
a ticket to the premiere, and 
the chance to be in the film. 

Bob Carruthers. managing 
director of Cromwell Produc¬ 
tions, first had the idea of 
extra-financed movies when 
shooting a television documen¬ 
tary about battles. The sight of 
the extras covered in mud and 
brandishing swords made 
him realise that it was but a 
step away from making mov¬ 
ies- Cromwell’s first venture 
was Chasing the Deer, a film 
dramatising the Battle of CnJ- 
loden. Some 270 people each 
invested £500 in the project 
The Bruce, with Oliver Reed 
in the title role, followed in 
1995 and Macbeth, filmed last 
summer, will be released in 
May. Jason Connery and Hel¬ 
en Baxendale play Loid and 
Lady Macbeth. Cromwell Pro¬ 
ductions has chosen classics as 
there will always be a market 
for this type of entertainment 
in Britain and abroad. 

Mr Carruthers said: “We 
fed strongly that the films 
should be substantial, well 
crafted and stylishly produc¬ 
ed. We knew there would be a 
continuing demand for the 
subjects of the first two films, 
which were both driven by a 
passion the Scots have for 
their history and culture, and 
dearly there Is healthy dem¬ 
and for the Shakespearean 
tragedies. Shakespeare works 
equally well in art house 


cinemas, on television, video 
or CD-Rom. Also any play by 
Shakespeare con tains battle, 
banquet or ball scenes, with 
walk-on parts for investors.” 

Mr Carruthers compares 
film inyfetmenl to having a. 
share in a racehorse, but with 
the banns of being able to take 
part inv*£s race. But he emph¬ 
asises the risk There is no gu¬ 
arantee that capital invested 
in King Lear debentures will 
be returned, and there will be 
no share of the profits if suffic¬ 
ient revenue is not generated. 


P aul Foster. 36, who 
owns his own company, 
invested £1,000 and has 
appeared as a peasant, a body 
and a soldier in Macbeth. “I 
had always been interested in 
films and was looking to 
invest, but didn’t know how 
to. You hear that films require 
backers but never how to go 
about it ” 

Dr Ian Blake, a retired 
teacher, also put money inro 
Macbeth . He said: “There is 
the ass-. Tiption that you are 
likely to lose it. My friends 
thought I was rather dotty but 
I felt it was a fun thing to da” 
He thought there was likely to 
be great interest in Macbeth 
but even If it did not do well at 
the box office, schools always 
need such films. Another in¬ 
vestor was Tanya Harrison. 
21. She said: “It was a wonder¬ 
ful chance to get on set and 
worth the sacrifices to do it" 
£750.000 has been invested 
by enthusiasts in the produc¬ 
tions so far. A two-year wait 
can be expected for returns. 
The first return of £2552 was 
paid in April 1996 to Chasing 
The Deer shareholders. A 
second follows this April. 




W.- 



■ 


* 




Enthu siasts have put up £750,000 for films like King Lear 
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” f rour 'with profits’ policy is more than 5 years old, with 
_ a surrender value of -£2,000 or over, we may be able tb offer 
you up ro 35% more. Phone us now. 


01225 466466_ Polic y^ 

!i\ii tVL\ ^ H£s i -HilJL 1 LLo 


Cromwdl Productions is on 
01789 4J51S7. 


DON'T SETTLE FOR LESS 


pi.. 2 -4 Herrrv Street. Bath. BAl 1JT. Member oFihr AHMM 
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Look at the list above and you'll know you're onto a 
winner with Fidelity. 

We’ve won do end of awards for our research and 
performance, not just over one year but consistently year 
after year. That success doesn't come easy. It’s the result 
of hard work and dedication. 

We investigate companies and markets so thoroughly ■ 
that our fund managers and analysts make 4-5,000 
company visits and contacts each year. It’s a policy which 


has paid off, with handsome returns for our customers. 


Just look at the track record of m 

some of our star products. SflUUWyUSi: 

Take our International Triple sW®wSlBB SnE 
Performance PEP, for example. ~p 
It combines three consistently performing top funds. 

Fidelity’s Special Situations has grown so much that 
£1,000 invested at launch in 1979 would now be worth 
£32,839. No wonder that it was voted Unit Trust of the 
Decade in the ’80s. Fidelity's European Trust beats all 
other funds from ail other sectors since launch in 1985, 


M SEflSflfrmSE increasing by over 889%. And our 
fcgP' South East Asia Trust has grown by 

S|EH SMCELKMa ^96% since its launch in 1984. 
v . y % Purchase this year's and next 

year’s full £6,000 Triple Performance PEPs, and we’ll even 
waive the *97/96 initial charge. That's a saving of £180. 

It’s the sort of exciting innovation th3t people 
have come to expect from us. With over £300 billion 
funds under management and 10 million investors 
worldwide, Fidelity is the world's biggest fund manager. 


, ' 'KV-.. 

- v. JjJkm 


Remember though, you only have untU April 5lh 
ro take advantage of this year s tarr-free PEP allowance 
So eonmc, us now, or speak ro your !FA to find out 

*™ maki "S competitors see stars. 

:::: ™ - *^ , =k«s5s: 


Address. 


Postcode. 


0800414171 
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Call free 9am to 6pm. 7 days. Fax: 01737 836 980. http://www.fid-ind.com/uk 


t /~*' 
ty.- ; - 


-- : ’ i. ~ -r -tj- 

v i‘i :’*:± i!5Zli : . . 



BtHoutces taA ±n 
Thai JS9k. f5 year pafara 
wffl tkpend on toiriduil 
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uax +I779M and Fibefav Sprdal S«u 
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Caroline Merrell on the rethink over retirement 



THE basic pension and the 
stare earnings related pension 
scheme (Serps) are currently 
paid for directly from the 
natioqpl insurance contribu¬ 
tions from those in work. No 
cash is invested to provide the 
pensions. 

As the population ages, and 
the number of people working 
to airport those in retirement 
shrinks, the current scheme 
wiU b-3ome unworkable. Both 
political parties realise that a 
fundamental rethink nf state 
pensions was needed. Accord¬ 
ing ti government statistic:, 
there are five working people 
for every pensioner; by 2030, 
five working people will have 
to pay the pensions of three 
pensioners. 

The biggest problem faced 
by the Government was to try 
to make the younger genera¬ 
tion fund its own pensions 
while ensuring that it could 
also pay the pensions for those 
entering retirement. In White¬ 
hall, this is known as the 
"double funding" problem. 


How will the Basic Pen¬ 
sion Plus scheme work? 


HT] This scheme will replace 
l£~*l Serps and the basic pen¬ 
sion. The basic pension is 
currently worth £62.45 per 
week, around one sixth of the 
average wage, while the value 
of Serps pension depends, on 
the number- of years in erm 
ployment and the level, of 
earnings. The maximum 
payout is about £100 a week. 

Instead of these pensions, 
those in their early, twenties 
and those coming up to em¬ 
ployment will get a £9-a-week 
rebate from the Government 
to be invested, to. pay for the 
basic pension, plus a 5 per pent 
rebate of national insurance 
contributions to be invested to 
pay for an additional pension 
to replace the Serps dement 

The Government said that 


someone investing U) a week, 
togeiher with the 5 per cent 
rebate, should build up a fund 
worth £130.000, producing a 
E175-a-week pension. 


Whom will the new ar¬ 
rangements affect? 


HT] The proposals will ha- 
l£sJ fundamental repercus¬ 
sions for those in their earl., 
twenties and those abuui tii 
start work. The Govermenr 
has reiterated that the new 
proposals will not affect the 
rest of the working population 
and those already receiving 
their pensions. 

S How wall Basic Pension 
. Plus interact with com¬ 
pany pension schemes and 
personal pensions? 

About 12 million employ¬ 
ees are in company pen¬ 
sion schemes. Those who 
come under the Basic Pension 
Plus scheme will be able to pay 
additional voluntary contribu¬ 
tions into* their company 
scheme, using the two rebates 
from the Government. It wi ,: 
also be possible to pay the 
rebates into a persona} pen¬ 
sion, as well as paying addi¬ 
tional contributions. 

J7T1 WHl Basic Pension Plus 
(Sci be any different from 
tile pensions offered today? 

S Under the new arrange¬ 
ments. the tax relief on 
penrion contributions will be 
scrapped — eventually saving 
£8 billion a year. This will go 
towards paying the pensions 
of those not covered by the 
new arrangements. 

However, the Government 
claims that when.the new-style 
pension is paid at retirement 
it wiU be entirely free from tax. 
At the moment, only the lump 
sum at retirement is tax-free. 
Under the new arrangements. 


MURRAY INVESTMENT TRUST PEP 




pyramid 

crumbles 

T he Government this week unveiled 
plans to privatise both the basic and the 
state pension for the next generation r " 
workers and those in their early twenties. 
Basic Pension Plus aims to tackle the problem 
a £ a geing population and was Inspired by 
the Chilean experiment General Pinochet the 
former military dictator, swept away the 
bankrupt state pension scheme and replaced it 
with a compulsory private arrangement 





if the pension exceeds certain 
yet-to-be-defined limits, it will 
be taxed. Despite the £8 billion 
expected savings, the Govern¬ 
ment estimates a further £S 
billion will be needed for 
pensions for those who will not 
■come under the new proposals. 

i.^yi 'Vho will manage the 
L>ci contributions la Basic 
Pension Pins? 

nn Life insurance and in- 
t/VI vestment compai. es will 
be given the task of managing 


this cash. It will be invested in 
the stock market through a 
series of funds, which should, 
or so the Government claims, 
provide a boost to the econo¬ 
my. The Personal Investment 
Authority (PI A), the watchdog 
that regulares the life insur¬ 
ance industry, is planning to 
draw up a list of recommend¬ 
ed providers. The Govern¬ 
ment claims the PIA will 
closely monitor the activities of 
these companies. Keeping 
down costs will be particularly 
important. 


SELLING YOUR ENDOWMENT 
POLICY? SEARCH OUT A BETTER 
PRICE WITH PRICE SEARCH. 

One phone coll to SB 1 gets you a pice check with the UK's top 
buyers. It's the easiest and Fastest way to be sure of 
getting a bettor price for your policy. 

Phone our high speed service now to gel that PCTCE 
extra cosh. ~ 

HP Marketing Limited. Ro-tandion Home. 209/93 SqBardi Urn*. Umdoi N12 &NP 

&^ | ul ciD»< CT l <l.lVi .W fcr—MWAi^hir»>_ 


PAST 


£6.000 invested in a Murray Investment Trust PEP over 
the past 10 years would have grown to £20,406*. 


PRESENT 

When you invest in a Murray Investment Trust PEP before 30 April 1997 
you pay no initial charge - saving you more than £45. 

future 

To share in a PEP with exceptional growth potential, 
call Murray Johnstone for more information now. 


CALL FRE£ HOW 

0800 289 978 


Name (Mr/MrVMissMs)--- 


H"jn AY 


With Profit 
Bonds 


Commission 
Rebate 

** No 1 


For details call 
01225 446 556 


Cham ell Investment 
Management Ltd 
IS Brock Street 
Bath BA I 2LW 
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MARTIN C U R R1 E * U N I T TRUSTS 


Go away... 


Take a look at your PEP. How 
much do you invest at home, on 
the UK slockmarket? 

# 

Most of it? AH of it? Now ask your¬ 
self whether this makes sense. 

Of course you can reduce the risk 
of investing too much in one country. 
Simply by diversifying some of your 
investments av.ty ' , ">rr . ame - in 


overseas markets. 


That’s what makes our Global Growth 





So, ii you’re looking for a tax-free break, 


PEP Fuad different. It invests in over j why not go abroad. With Martin Currie. 


100 -companies m some 20 countries. 

And iL has enjoyed growth of 24^6* 
since its launch two years ago. That 


Talk In your independent financial 
advisee Alternatively, complete the coupon 
or call ii* us 0300 61 62 65. Well send 


2.V 


makes it one of the leading funds in you details of how you can broaden 


the international growth sector. 


your investment horizons - lax free. 


Find ouf more today. 

.S<. 

'Please complete and return i>:is coupon to Martin Currie Unit Trusts Ltd, FREEPOST Dunoon, 
Argyll PA23 7U2. Please send me further mfonrufcon and an application form for the Martin Currie 
CtobalCrawih PEP Fund. 


■ : ..tof * 


MARTIN - CURRI E 


CALL US ON 0500 6 1 62 65 
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MARKETS AID CARRY MUKE USX. A LDMC TERM APP90AC11 TO LHLE5TW. IN TTUSE MARKETS K AIiVISED. TU REUEYS OK PECS ARE Niff GUARANTEED ANli HAY (IE aiVAIEU. TIIETH VALUE WIU. 

DEPEN' .TON MRVTIAlALaRai>SSTANCE5 

Martin Currie Unit Trusts Ltd. Saltire Court, 20 Castle Tfenrace. Edinburgh CHI 2ES. Regulated by 1MRO and the Personal Investment Authority. 

- Source: MkropaL Buy lo sell hnu with net neome re-innesuJ (7/11AM - 1/12/961. In merlin^. 
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Why now’s 
the time 


to PEP across 
th6 Channel 


THE MERCURY EUROPEAN GROWTH PEP 


Low inflation, low interest rates, strengthening 
economies and a massive privatisation programme 
are making continental European stockmarkets very 
attractive to PEP investors. 

Mercury's European fund management learn 
has a superb track record. For example, had you been 
able to PEP our European Growth Fund at launch 
in 1983, your S6.00U would now be worth &47.089 


Ti.- Bnwhure Requests, Mercury Investment Services Ltd. FREEPOST 
KF.WBl lundon EC4B 4DQ. Please send me details of the Mercury 
Euro|xe.in l irewfh PEP Sri- TMEA11.9 < 


tax-free, an average annual return of over 16.8V* 

To make our European Growth PEP even more 
attractive, we're offering a 2^ discount on all PEF 
investments over SI,000 before 5th April 1997. 

For more information contact your financial 
adviser, call Mercury free, or return the coupon. 

® Freephone 0800 882 884 


MERCURY 

ASSET MANAGE M EN T 


BRITAIN'S LEADING INVESTMENT HOUSE 
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TO ADVERTISE IN WEEKEND MONEY 
PLEASE CALL 

0171 782 7520 0171 782 7185 

OR 0171 782 7718 



Like Edina in Absolutely Fabulous, having a job when 
you are divorced is vital to provide a decent pension 



after divorce 


T he Government's mess¬ 
age over the past two 
week; o,uld not have 
been clearer. If you want a 
pension, don't look to us. 
People will be expected to cake 
out private pensions to build 
up retirement income. 

New rules allowing the 
splitting of personal and com¬ 
pany pension hinds between 
divorced couples will put the 
onus on couples to arrange 
their own finances rather than 
see the partner (normally the 
woman) with no pension 
forced on to the State. 

But however keen people 
are to fund their own retire¬ 
ment; building up a pension is 
an expensive business. The 
later you start, the more 
expensive it is. A Weekend 
Money reader from Preston, 
Lancashire, wri'ss: 

“I am recently divorced and 
have no private pension. I 
have a lur j sum of E15.00T 
with which 1 would like to 
start a pension fund. Please 
advise if I can deposit this 
whole into a pension or if I 
would have to start payments 
from scratch, making a set 
contribution every month. 

“I am 43 years old. working 
full time and rather anxious 
that I can start a pension 


which will be worthwhile 
having in 22 years time." 

Weekend Money replies: You 
are one of many women affect¬ 
ed by delays in sorting out the 
splitting of pensions on div¬ 
orce. Last week the Govern¬ 
ment finally paved the way for 
pensions to be split immed¬ 
iately on divorce as part of die 
financial settlement But such 
changes will be too late for the 
hundreds of thousands al¬ 
ready divorced, fn many cases 
women who were relying on 
their husband's pension will 
face retirement with no provi¬ 
sion at all. unless they can 
make their own. 

ou have two advan¬ 
tages. The first is that 
you are working and 
are therefore allowed to con¬ 
tribute to a personal pension. 
Linder current rules, non 
•vorking pnF - • if diey 

have savings, are precluded by 
Inland Revenue rules from 
paying into a pension. Your se¬ 
cond advantage is that you 
still have 22 years to build up a 
pension. 

With your E15.000 you have 
a number of options, depend¬ 
ing on your salary. Inland 
Revenue rules limit pension 



contributions to a percentage 

af your salary if you vvan r ™ 
claim tax relief on the contri¬ 
butions. People 
out a maximum of 20 per cent 
of their salary into their pen¬ 
sion. Unless you haw a very 
high salary, Tpa would nofbe 
able to put the whole 05.000 
inro your pension in one year 
just using that year’s tax relief. 

But you can use up unused 
relief from the previous seven 
years, which would allow you 
ro invest a large proportion or 
this lump sum. aceordmg to 
Mark Bolland of Chamberlain 
de Broe. the independent fi¬ 
nancial advisers. But you need 
to beware you do not hreach 
Revenue rules forbidding you 
to contribute more ihan your 
earnings in any one year. 

Putting E15.000 into your 
pension will not. unfor: late¬ 
ly. be enough to give you a 
decent income in retirement 
Mr Boll and calculates that the 
£15,000 will grow to roughly 
E5Q.000 after 22 years, assum¬ 
ing real compound growth of 
10 per cent This will give you 
in annual income of £5.000. 
which is not generous. Adding 
a n <nrtra finn n month from 


Sara McConnell 


*The .Index-Tracking PEP 


HAT MAKES LEGAL & GENERAL'S 
UK INDEX TRACKING PEP 
THE BEST VALUE PEP 
JF ITS KIND ON THE MARKET? 

glance at the table will show that 
ince its launch just" over one year 
d - the Index-Tracking PEP from 
gal & General has proved that it offers 
P investors unbeatable value for money. 
It fouows the FTSE All-Share Index, 
is Index reflects the performance of 
: entire stockmarket, so it removes 
i risk of being over-exposed to shares 
rich under-perform and lessen your 
urn. In fact, £6,000 invested in the 
gal & General Index-Tracking PEP 
launch would now be worth £7 ,696* 
rapared to just £7,111 in the average 

I Income & Growth Trust. And there’s 

II time to invest this financial year. 




The Index-Tracking PEP 
that performs the best 

(also costs the least) 


UNBEATABLE COSTS... 


Search now on for 


expert help with 
tax self-assessment 


D emand for accoun¬ 
tants who can help 
taxpayers to fill in the 
new Inland Revenue self- 
assessment forms is expected 
to double this year. 

The new-style tax returns 
are being issued this month. 
The new format consists of 
eight basic pages and up to 
nine supplementary sections. 
A number of accountancy 
firms have already set up one- 
stop shops to help people to 
calculate their tax bilL at a fee 
of between £50 and £150. 

Some of these daim to work 
out your bill in an hour, but to 
achieve this you will need to 
have kept details of your 
income and investments. 

Under the new system, tax¬ 
payers wifi have to- keep 
details of salary, including 
P45 and P60 forms; rental 
investment and dividend in¬ 
come; income from overseas: 
mortgage relief interest and 
other loans: capital gains aris¬ 
ing from assets bought and 
sold: income from pensions. 

One accountancy firm offer¬ 
ing such a service is DBS 
Management, which will cal¬ 
culate an individual's tax bill 
for £75 per year. The service is 
available to employed (sched¬ 
ule E) or retired taxpayers 
only. Subscribers to the ser¬ 
vice receive a box file which 
they can use to keep docu¬ 
ments in order during the 


year, thus simplifying the 
process of record-keeping. 

Another is TAX etc, a ser¬ 
vice run by a small accountan¬ 
cy firm in Bow Lane. London, 
called London Orientation. 

It offers an “off the street" 
one-hour tax assessment ser¬ 
vice. although customers will 
have to bring all their docu¬ 
mentation with them. 

TAX etc will charge a flat 
fee of £100 for preparing 
returns where the tax affairs 
are relatively simple and £150 
for more complex returns. 

Neville Russell, the UK's 
ISth-largest firm of chartered 
accountants, is also offering a 
service, the cost of which 
ranges from between E50 and 
£70 for groups of people from 
a firm, or £90 to El 10 to 
process an individual's tax 
affairs, provided they are rela¬ 
tively simple and accurate 
data has been supplied by the 
taxpayer. The fee is based on 
the assumption that no addi¬ 
tional checks arc required by 
the accountant 

Fees cover the costs of an 
Inland Revenue investigation 
into your tax affairs. 

Further information from 
Neville Russell on 0171 220 
3175; DBS Management on 
0I4S4 422224; TAX etc on 0171 
236 75S3. 

Marianne Curphey 



No matter how carefully you plan, life has. a h.-tb-c v f 
presenting us all with unexpected twists anj turr-.. turlv 
retirement; a change of career, children. All thevr can change 
your circumstances, so you need a pension plan which Is 
flexible enough to let you cope with any change*. - viduiut 
penalty! 

Thai is why you should consider an Equitable Pen don 
Plan, \vlikh. 


just 0.5?6 p.a.. you won’t find a 
eaper PEP anywhere else. And there 
; still no initial charges or withdrawal 
?s to pay. 

To find out more about the UK's best 
lue - PEP, call now, or return the 


Find out more now-Phone free 


0500116622 


> upon opposite. FREEPHONE Sam TO 8pm WEEKDAYS 9am TO 5pm WEEKENDS PLEASE QUOTE REF: A4DL22 

Alternatively, you can contact us at 
tp://www.legal-and-general. co.uk 

nee. LGIW.on an offer to bhl biw ba«cd on ill PEP charges *ith 
.*• incline ic-ininleJ f(nm Ol 11.05 (since bunch) (>■ r.ie.i" Pau 
| iimunce i*- nor ncmuril} a guide tu future performance. Both 
iral jirI income value*, mav gn Uonn a> null as up and you may 
gel back the amount inrcsieiL T« x„umpiion*. are Ilu.*>c 
* -rally applicahk ami are Mitycci to xuiuiurr chance. The value 
mx relief will depend on your imlivtdual ciieunwanccv All 
ipaiwiiH trf com ippfy tu FEPi investing wholly in Unit Trusts Fuff 
ten details arc atuljhlr on request All sutemenu- are correct a- 
"lni.or- Legal Be General i Direct ■ Limited RcjUMcrcd in tn cloud 
® 2 "i»2ibW. Registered Office. Temple Gram. II Queen Victoria 
ei. londott ECt\ kTR Representative onfv ij{ (Ik Lcqof £ Genera) 
ketiitg group, members bl which are regulated h\ the Personal 
r-tmeni Authority ami IMRO for the I'yrpcpso of recommending, 
idug on and selling Hfe assurance and Investment products 
imp LcpaJ St General s name 


For your protection calls will usually be recorded and randomly monitored. 


Post to; Legal & General (Direct) Limited. FREEPOST SWG0467 Cardiff CF J 1YW 
Please send me full written details of the Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP. 


Surname < Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms; 


Forenames 


Address 


Postcode 


Date of birth / 


Tel. No: Home 


Tel. No: Work 


I _ 

| If you already have any PEP investment, please tick here d. 


Hr bb» wefbflpiniu<R0 &F*if icqmihl tu«^runlUW« Vw u*llie-.Rr ___ _ ___ 

Hus *r hettor nut hr of bdnra (Ui If vi-u ;nh i re4 ma*r |l** •cJ'vird .ninmuif*i-i b-r* [~| 


iUR urD ■uimd cvtKipPilBLiftflr yhicp uSfarlfr Uk [red i '■finl 
inn*f |l*» carrlolfr *cJMrd •n£>roi«l*«i {i tv !■ l frir 1 | 



Leg&l&V 
General 

Investment 

Management 


• Lets you vary contributions - without 
penalty. 

• Lets you retire earlier than planned - 
without penalty. 

• Provides a full return of fund in the 
event of death before retirement. 


. L ,' k * di “^ n™ pjy commission { hi r ,J 

panics f.ir the mi reduction ..f new busing. So if .,JS 
to know mure, call u*. direct on U WOl 3N 4 £ ^ J , £ 

Idcph™™ l ,r lunlKr X.y r.:Ct V |?,j 1^5 


wvvw.cquuahli; co.uk 
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T here are 35 emerging 
markets unit trusts from 
established groups such as 
A birust. Save & Prosper and 
Schraders, as well as EajUie 
Gifford, which already has a 
Latin America fund in the 
sector. 

But their performances 
highlight die need for inves¬ 
tors to take a long-term view 


of overseas 
s re-emerge 




ROBIN LAURANCE 


T he dazzling fears uf the 
FT-SE 100 continue to 
hb& the attention of 
must investors. Despite polit¬ 
ical concerns, the index of 
?1 leading" shares hit another 
record this week. However, in 
‘‘ some quarters, attention is 
turning to the emerging mar¬ 
kets Asia, Eastern Europe 
" and Latin America, the perfor¬ 
mance of which have lagged 
behind London and New Y vk. 

Latin American markets 
have, never fully recovered 
from the traumatic collapse of 
the Mexican peso three years 
ago, which sent overseas inves- 
. tiSIrs scurrying home. 

Many of these countries have 
had their problems compound¬ 
ed by the strengthening dollar, 
which has made manufactured 
exports more expensive. 
Among the Asian markets. 
Korea and Thailand suffered 
badly in 1996 as a result of- 
political problems. Thailand, a 
popular market in the early 
Nineties, was hit. by concerns 
about its banking sector. 

Since 1994 the MSCI Emerg¬ 
ing Markets index has fallen by 
10 per cent, while the UK. 
Europe and US have powered 
on to record heights. Bat 
Edward Hocknell. fond man¬ 
ager at Baillie Gifford r the 
Scottish investment house, says 
it is buying time again. In 
addition, the bruising experi¬ 
ence of the past few years may 
have had a maturing effect on 
emerging markets. 

Mr Hocknell has just taken 
the reins of Baillie Giffords 
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Rio riches; Brazil is tipped as a promising emerging market 


new Emerging Markets Trust. 
He has run a similar fond in 
the US for the past two years. 
The fond has achieved 17.1 per 
cent growth in sterling terms, 
beating the best UK emerging 
markets trust by 4.6 per cent 


Investors who think he can do 
it again can access the new unit 
trust with a minimum lump 
sum of £1.000 or with regular 
savings from E50 a month. 
Investors can also put up to 
£1,500 in the trust as the non- 


if they venture Into emerg¬ 
ing markets. 

The downturn in fortunes 
and the rise in the dollar has 
decimated the returns of the 
funds over two and three 
years — the average perfor¬ 
mance is actually negative 
over these periods. Only 
over five years do they move 
Into profit, but they do so In 


style. The top performer. 
City of London Emerging 
Market Country, converted 
£1,000 into £2.675 from 1991 
to the end of 1996. 

Baillie Gifford is offering 
a 2 per cent discount from its 
5-25 per cent initial fee until 
March 21. Its annual man¬ 
agement charge is 15 per 
cent 


qualifying (non-European) 
part of a general Pep. 

Mr Hodcnell achieved his 
record by focusing on Eastern 
European countries such as 
the Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Poland, while avoiding 
disaster areas like Mexico and 
Thailand. He also intends to 
reduce risk hy diversifying the 
fund into 160 stocks in 21 

countries. Among his favour¬ 
ite countries this year are 
Brazil, Argentina, Indonesia, 
the Philippines and Taiwan. 

Given the pnor quality nf 

macroeconomic data on 
emerging markets, he is em¬ 
ploying a bottom-up invest¬ 
ment style. Tilts means he 
looks for companies with de¬ 
cent prospects, wherever they 
might be, rather than invest¬ 
ing in sectors whose time, on 
economic fundamentals, is 
deemed to have come. With an 
average market capitalisation 
or £2 billion, his stocks will not 
be tiddlers either. 

However, investors should 
beware of the potential pirfalls 
of the unit trusi structure, 
particularly in a volatile mar¬ 
ket. As open-ended funds, unit 
trusts are obliged to redeem 
investors’ money at any rime. 
They can come badly unstuck if 
stock markets fall for a pro¬ 
longed period, provoking panic 
selling hy unit holders. Nor 
unly does this push down the 
unit price, it forces fund man¬ 
agers to ditch the good sticks 
they can sell quickly to satisfy 
the need for redemptions. 

Investors whn are foolhardy , 
or brave enough to hang un can 
be left in a rump fund holding 1 
poor and illiquid stocks, invest¬ 
ment trusts, by contrast, have a 
limited number of shares, can 
never be forced sellers and 
can ride out storms more 
effectively. 


every PEP 

on the Internet 
- at the dick 
<) \ of a mouse 
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13.8%* p.a. 

TAX-FREE GROWTH OVER 
SIX STRAIGHT YEARS. 


The Woolwich UK Stockmarket 
Fund PEP has delivered, on average, 
an outstanding 13.8% growth every 
single year since it was launched in 
January 1991*. 

So if you had invested then, you 
would now have'more than doubled 
your money. Without paying a penny in tax on your profits. 

What’s more, if you take out a Woolwich UK Stockmarket 
Fund PEP now, you can benefit from a special 1% discount*. 

The friendly advisers at any Woolwich branch will be happy 
to give you further details. Alternatively, send off the coupon 
today or call us free for an information pack on 0800 22 22 00 
quoting reference TSF8/3. For your security, telephone 
conversations may be recorded. 
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KICK START YOUR 
PEP WITH A 5% 
DISCOUNT 










A growing number of investors are becoming aware 
of the substantial discounts that can be achieved by 
arranging their PEPs through a discount broker, 
rather than investing direct. Elson Associates are ^ 
now one of the leading brokers in this field. We 
offer the very best discounts in the LTK on PEPs 
and other investments, including unit trusts and 
bonds. 

Kick start your PEP with a discount from Elson 
Associates and save up to £275 in changes on a / 

£6.000 PEP (equivalent to a 5 % discount, less our 
normal £25 handling fee). To achieve this, we sacrifice 
our commission (typically 3%), and negotiate further 

discounts, where available, from the PEP providers. And remember, we’re independent, so we 
offer a full choice of PEPs from all the leading companies. 

If your existing PEP has not kept pace with the leaders, why not try and make up some lost 
ground by switching to a new PEP, using our favourable discounted terms. 


For further information, cut out and return the coupon below to Elson Associates, FREEPOST DTI 138, 
18 Maxwell Road, Welling. Kent DA 16 1BR or alternatively call us free on 
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I am particularly interested in a...(company) PEP. 

Please send me ihe relevant application form together with the discount information 


Tin .jin.- „i Inu-HIlk-lib jnd any income from them can go down as well as up and you may not get hack the amount invested. Taxes relating lo PEP* may 
v I'jiiil- it tli l ju ohjiiitcc and flu value of lu relief depends on the circumsiances of ibe investor. Wc will not be offering any odvke ns lo Ihe suitability of the 
HT- .11 v maikciii'v PhPv are mil suitable fisr everyone. If you have any doubt whether an investment is suitable for you. you should obtain expert advice. 
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For full details of our range of new PEP's Including 
application forms and terms and conditions, simply 



Call free on 


0800 363 451 


8am to 8pm weekdays, quoting TTC 08 

9am to 5pm weeketuiss 1 ° 

Internet address . http://www.tnarks-and-spcncer.co.uk 

pIcjx remember the value uf units and the Income from them can go down os 
II as up 

P.tsi performance is no guarantee of future performance. 

* . cm can r»cu up to CA.000 in cadi ux year in a Cumonl PET 1 . Any incrcuc rti the *alue at your invert- 
man n ewlrac Am cm pja an Income* U then dvincd bxl* tram ihe Inland Rovcnua and any jjWn rou 
nulr arfien idling your Plan n afu, rax-tn*. Tha u> tneicrmnc at •’Eft nuy ft* cA tnftd trj ftjeura fcgnii- 

jiion The nhm at any Q» btrwfiu will depend upon your Individual financial cucunntanca. 

• t wl man id Income ai al 28th January I **97 Source. JP. Morgan h w a tn ngn HmJ*aroont Inc/Bandayi 
Global Investor! LimKod. 

■ As durgn an taken l»om capital dm nuy limit the potential (or capital grenveh and there could be per*. 
ads at Him where the annual management charges deducted wtf bo greater than the capital growth of the 
Fund. The Fund alms to preserve your capital as much as possible, and one ol the reaJturoa h a rated from 
MaiSa A Spencer Financial Services Ltd ofipu UiX ol your original investment, vahiod on Stji April 1 99 7. 
it u is worth Fits on Its Writ anniversary. Tbs will help ottset the effect at our annual management charges 
on your capital 

A The guarantee h provided by Marts A Spencer financial Services Ltd and does not form part of the 
General PEP The guarantee is applied on 4th April 2(3177.Tour onglrur investment Is guaranteed unless you 
have made a ramplofe withdrawal of your Investme n t. H you make a partial withdrawal from your Invest 
mom before 4th April 2002 the amount of your original inve s t m ent guararicood will be reduced, 
t The performance ol the FT-S£® 100 Index over five years to 27 December 1W6 o calculated on an offer 
la ted basis m dud lug aH dividend Income net ol tax. T«sa performance K based on the average ol all Tetsai 
available tor the whole p cood Source. HSw. 

Marks & spencer 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 
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Marie ird Spencer Trust Ltd K t port erf Maria A Spencer hmdal S errtai Kjriru^ Group 
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Schroders 


THE NEW 
MARKS & SPENCER 
HIGH INCOME PEP 

Designed for those people who are look- 
ing for a regular tax-free* income from 
[heir investment , 

• Estimated income 7% tax-free* per 
year paid quarterly into, your bank 
or bigjding society account# 

• Invest from as little as £.1,000 
■ Access to your investment at 

all times 

• Special discounts For 

Marks & Spencer account holders 
and Marks & Spencer Unit Trust 
investors 

• There is no exit charge to pay 

• Potential refund to offset the effect 
of annual management charges, 
subject to Fund performance * 

• OfTer 'loses 4th April 1997 

THE 

MARKS & SPENCER 
GUARANTEED 
CAPITAL 

INVESTMENT PLAN 
ISSUE 3 

Designed for those people who would like 
their savings to benefit from the growth 
potential of the stock market but would 
like the reassurance of a 5th anniversary 
guarantee 

• Your original investment is guaranteed 
on the 5th anniversary^ 

• Yon have tax-free* growth potential via 
the Marks & Spencer UK 100 Companies 
Fund which tracks the FT-SE* 100 Index 

• The FT-SE* 100 Index has grown by 
95% in the last 5 years compared with 
average Tessa growth of 43%f 

• You can invest any amount From 
£3,000 to £6.000 per person 

• Access to your investment at all times 

• Thfere is rib ini tial charge and ntf*ertit ® 
charge to pay 

• Security for your family should you die 

• Offer closes 27th March 1997 


YOU’RE LIKELY 


Are you looking for a PEP which 
can deliver you the highest returns? 

If so. you can’t afford to ignore 
Schroders. Over the years, thousands 
of investors have profited from our 
award-winning track record of 
consistently high performance. 

Take our UK Enterprise Fund for 
example Over 5 yean, through a PEP, 
1 it has turned £6,000 into more than 
£15,000.* 

The Schroder PEP is flexible and 
you can choose from a wide range of 
options, for growth or income. 

So call now or return the coupon 
below. Alternatively, contact your usual 
Financial Adviser. It could be the best 

f 

investment decision you ever make. 

0800 002 000 

Quoting ref 326 


RETURN TODAY 

to. schroders: 

i CUSTOMER SERVICES DEPT. 02326 
FREEPOST, LON 7109. LONDON 
EC4B 4PD. 

Please send me ray fax enpy 
of tbc Schroder PEP brochure. 


•Stiuree. Muropei touting price, to idling 
' fncK gras laeonte rvurveilrd frrmi I 1.02 to 
13. /. V7 £6,0*7 teeanw £15.012 56 
Pjji performance is not necessarily a guide 
in future performance. The value of 
meummli and the arcane from them mav 
full as mvII ti> riir and Invertors may mu jrl 
hark the amount originally in rested. 
The levels and tomes of and reliefs from 
rauimo may change. Tax reliefs referred to 
are tkive currently available and their ralur 
depends on the circumstances of the 
uidnUual investor 

Issued by Schroder In v est man Mam ig cmc m 
Limited. Senator House. 85 QuttP Victoria 
Street. London EC4V 4EJ. ReguLncd } 
by IMR0. On the internet as» 
hitpJFiiwuijtfhftklursxoro 


WEEKEND 


From MrJ. Cooper 
Sir. Mr Lee Brown (Insur¬ 
ance companies and termi¬ 
nal bonuses on endowment 
policies. Weekend Money 
Letters. February 15) asks 
why a forecast of terminal 
bonuses cannot be given by a 
life assurance company if it is 
possible to forecast or at least 
give projections for rever¬ 
sionary tionuses. 

There is indeed a simple 
logical answer, which lies in 
the original reason for intro¬ 
ducing such bonuses. Termi¬ 
nal bonuses were introduced 
at a Time of inflation and 
rising stock market values, 


Why the wait 
for my pension? 

From Mr l.E. Palmer 
Sir, T thought you might like to 
know how the Government 
treats new pensioners. 

1 was 60 on Janue’y 27.1997 
(a Monday). On the very same 
day they deducted £35 from 
my husband's pension but f 
got nothing until a fortnight 
later, when they paid two 
weeks in arrears. Now I need 
to wait until March 9. when 1 
will gel four week's pension in 
arrears. 

Annuities are paid in .ad¬ 
vance. Why does the Govern¬ 
ment sit on my money? What 
do poor old people do who 
have no money to tide them 
over? 

Yours faithfully, 
f. PALMER, 

Wyton House. 

Sawtry Way, 

Kings Ripton. 

Cambridgeshire. 


How the terminal 
bonus was created 


high interest rates and vola¬ 
tile stock markets. It was felt 
that policyholders who had 
accumulated smaller bonus¬ 
es over many years, were less 
well treated than those who 
had joined later and were 
shariitl in the recent rises 
and inflated profits which the 
other policyholders had only 
a short time to enjoy before 
policies matured. The term¬ 


inal bonus was added to give 
a boost to old policies and 
treat longstanding policy¬ 
holders more fairly. 

However, as it only dealt 
with windfall profits oanir- 
ring late in the policy’s life, it 
could not be projected or 
forecast, ft was never intend¬ 
ed to replace die reversionary 
regular bonus declaration, 
the two kinds of bonus serve 
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different purposes. Vou have 
no right to a terminal bonus 
until it is .declared. 

One suspects that pre&ar 
practice in life assumt 
companies may stray from 
the theory of terminal bonus 
sometimes, but they shouM 
still be able to explain the 
background. Perhaps too 
manv of the staff who were 
there at the time have r - n 
made redundant. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN COOPER. * 

Yacht & Boat Insurance . 
Service. 

Lime Kiln Quay, * 

Woodbridge. Suffolk. 

Ethics and , 
women in power 

From Mr D.Lindsdy ~ 

Sir, it does not appear from 
your article on “ethical" in¬ 
vesting (Investors in search of 
a piece of the ethical action. 
February 22) that any 'bought 
has yet been given ^ the 
"ethics” of those listed com¬ 
panies that do not yet hr.ye a 
woman on their board or do 
not yet pay “bridging pen¬ 
sions” to their male pension¬ 
ers betweeen the ages of 60 
and 65 to compensate them for 
the State pension that is 
denied them (and, often, their 
wives, too) between those ages. 

As these are matters of 
human rights, which would be 
particularly easy to research, 
this neglect is most surprising. 
Yours faithfully, 

DAVID LINDSAY. 

36 Orchard Coombe. 
Whitchurch Hill. 

Reading, Berkshire. 


Let his brain take the strain 


Before you t 

oCil your 

Endowment Policy, 

talk to 

Nevillejames. 

You can t afford not to. 

• We pay more than surrender value for 
suitable with-profit endowment policies 

• Call now' for a prompt valuation with no 
commitment. 

• Professional, specialist staff 7 days a week, 
Sam - 8pm 

-PLEASE CALL NOW Neville 

01243 52 00 00 TA1UT7C 1 


Hcbu have ].Jm ikuiU rcuh «’—!• 
vwi .-all and qiDiic rrl n'M'I 


JAMES 


Neville.) antes Limited. 

foruut Imegritaiis. \\’«i folium. Chichester, FOl'j 1TB 
Rvgubitttf b\ the IViftiful Investment .Vtuhorin 
Member lit HicAyuiOHlitin ol folio. Marlet-MaLers 


From Mr LAM. Clegg 
Sir, Am 1 in shape for self- 
assessment? 1 feel'fairly confi¬ 
dent that 1 am, but [ am 
thoroughly perplexed by the 
fuss made over the essential 
records that we shall all have 
to keep in the future. 

It Is my understanding that 
taxpayers have always been" 
expected to keep documentary 
evidence relating to their rele¬ 
vant income and expenditure; 
F60S. Plis, records of ex¬ 
penses, Miras certificates, div¬ 
idend counterfoils, contract 
notes and so on. - • 

It is many years since the 
inspector to whom l made 
returns as an employee insist- 


■ Letters to Weekend 
Money are welcomed, but 
77ie Times regrets it cannot 
give individual replies or 
advice. No legal responsi¬ 
bility can be accepted for 
the advice or statements 


ed that the entry "as returned 
by the employer” wr - no 
longer adequate. 

The most significant change 
is the opportunity for taxpay¬ 
ers to calculate their own tax 
bills. As a firm believer in the 
principle that calculations 
should be checked wherever 
possible, 1 propose ro lei the 
inspector make the calcula¬ 
tions and check his figures, 
rather than trust him to check 
my calculations. This surely is 
the message for ail taxpayers. 
Yours faithfully. 

L CLEGG.-" • 

Bishop's Down Grange. 

14 Manor Park. 

Tunbridge Wells. Kent. 


given in these columns and 
it must be emphasised that 
independent professional 
advice should always be 
sought Letters to Weekend 
Money can he sent by fax 
on 0171-7S2 5082. . 
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The Newton Income PEP. 
Quite simply the No.1 


unit trust PEP since PEPs began. 


199/ marks the tenth anniversary of 
PEPs. And the top performing UK 
PEPable. unit trust over those ten years by 
a wide margin is the Newton Income PEP. 
Delivering an unbeaten record of income 
and capital growth, over the period it has: 

• Produced an average return of 19.35% 
per year, beating its nearest competitor 
by more t han 4°-a per year 

• Beaten the FTSE All Share Index by an 
average ot over 5 0 i> per year even after 
all charges 

• In fact, if you had invested £ 1,000 in the * 

Newton Income PEP in January 1987, 
the value would now be £5,865 - a total 
return of 4S6®?. Investors in a UK 
higher rate savings account would only 
have achieved £1,728. 

f(The Newton Income Funds unique 
long-term track record is derived from 
investing in thoroughly researched 
stocks. Long-term investors have 
been rewarded with this remarkable 
performance, which proves that in 
PEP investment as in most things, 
the best value is seldom provided by 
the cheapest offerings. 99 


For more information n 1 
talk to your financial ac 
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Firm end to the week 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are rainiiatpri on 
the previous day's close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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B arclays Bank has in¬ 
cluded a PC banking 
service as part of its 
new graduate package to be 
launched on Monday. Hie 
banking service mil enable 
graduates to make transac¬ 
tions via modem and is suit¬ 
able for all IBM compatible 
PCs. Customers can also 
check balances, set up stand¬ 
ing orders and pay bills. 
Barclays PC Banking will be 
available from July 1 and will 
be free for three months. Call 
0800 000097 to apply. 

■ Portman Building Society 
is giving savers nationwide 
the chance to open three of its 
accounts by mail. Until now. 
only those residing within the 
society’s operating area could 
invest with Portman. Hie 
accounts are: Instant Access 
(minimum deposit and main¬ 
tained balance £500), One 
Year Fixed Interest Bond 
(E2.500). Five Year Step-Up- 
Bond (£2500). Interest rales 
are 4.70 per cent, 650 per cent 
and 7.70 per cent respectively. 
Customers within the society’s 
catchment area can open an 
Instant Access branch account 
with just £100. For details call 
0800 807080. 

■ Seeking advice on financial 
affairs is an important consid¬ 


eration many people overlook 
when moving abroad, accord¬ 
ing to Midland Offshore. Two 
bee guides will be offered to 
anyone attending Midland 
Offshore's stand at the Emi¬ 
gration & Jobs Abroad Show 
being held at Olympia Exhibi¬ 
tion Centre today and tomor¬ 
row. Midland's Country 
Guide provides information 
on tax and economics in 77 
countries. The Midland Off¬ 
shore Tax Guide highlights 
the financial impact of bring 
overseas. Further copies of the 
Tax Guide are available by 
calling 01534 6161II. 

■ Peps, Enterprise Zones, 
Enterprise Investment 
Schemes, and Tessas are all 
covered in a new 12-page 
guide From the David Aaron 
Partnership. Making the 
Most of Year End Tax Plan¬ 
ning considers a variety of 
opportunities that are avail¬ 
able to investors and which 
musr be put into place before 
April 5. There is also a section 
on how best to invest for 
children to take advantage of 
tax breaks. For a free copy, 
write to the David Aaron 
Partnership, Shelton House, 
High Street, Woburn Sands, 
Milton Keynes, MKJ7 8SD. 




Notice 



Interest 

INSTANT ACCESS ACCOUNTS 

Account 

of term 

Deposit 

Rate 

paid 

Salisbury's Bank 0500 405060 

Instant Access 

Instant 

£1 

5.75 

: yn 

Nortfiem Rock BS 0500 505000 

Select Inst 

Postal 

£5,000 

&35 

vjy 

Bristol & West BS 0800 901109 

Instant Postal 

Postal 

£10,000 

6.40 


Stroud & Swindon BS 0800 618161 

Direct Instant 

Postal 

£50,000 

6.60 

Yly 



Notice 



interest 

NOTICE ACCOUNTS & BONDS 

Account 

of term 

Deposit 

Rate 

paid 

Chelsea BS 0800 132351 

POST-tei 20 

20 day p 

£5,000 

6.05 


First National BS 0800 558844 

30 Day Notice 

30 day p 

£10,000 

6.30 

JS' 

Northern Rock BS 0500 505000 

Select 60 

60 day p 

£10.000 

6.50 


Birmingham Midshires 0500 070707 

First Class 90 

90 day p 

£10,000 

6.55 

Yly 



Notice 



Interest 

FIRST TESSAS (TAX FREE) 

Account 

of term 

Deposit 

Rale 

paid 

Abbey National 0800 100801 

Fxd+feeder a/c 

5 year 

£9,000 

7.50 

F/Yly 

Sun Banking Corp 01438 744505 

Fxd+feeder a/c 

5 year 

£8,575 

7.50 


Holmesdaie BS 01737 245716 


.5 year 

£2,500 

7.00 


West Bromwich BS 0990 143668 


5 year 

£3,000 

7.00 

Yly 

ffBr CBEPrr r^it^ BEST BUYS , 

-±. 




Interest 


Fee per 

CREDIT CARDS 

Card type 

per month APR% 

annum 

Co-operative Bank 0800 109000 

Advantage Visa 0.64%NC 7.90%N 

NR 

RBS Advanta 0800 077770 

Visa 

0.79%N 9.90%N 

Nil 

Capital One Bank 0800 669000 

Visa 

0.797%N 9.90%N 

Nil 

reRsoii^ u?wi§JEiSr buys 1 

'■s'ZvTi e“ J:2P.. i.?, =T- 



Monthly payment on £3,000 for 3yrs 

PERSONAL LOANS 

APR 

with insurance 

no insurance 

Northern Rock BS 0345 421421 

12.90%H 


£112.66 


£102.59 

Lombard Direct 0800 215000 

13.90%A 


£120.02 


£101^0 

RBS Direct 0800 121125 

14.00% 


£114,78 


£101.45 


THE«ttfeaiMES MONEY INFORMATION 

days graduates 
computer service 



Nb. A = APR d< 
Higher rate app 


• RATES SHOWN ARE GROSS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
PLEASE CHECK RATES BEFORE INVESTING 


Lizanne Rose Source: MoneyFacts, the Monthly Gur/e to Investment & Mortgage Rates (01082 500 677] 



; 6 UAMNi^b Income bondI^; 








IARGER LENDERS 


ANNUAL INCOME 


FIXED RATE 


Gross 

coupon 


Buying 

price 


% 

Gross 

yield 


Minimum 
Issue purchase 
pries amount 


Lender 


Interest 
rate % 


Loan Max 
size % 


Notes 



Rates as at March 6. 1997 

investment (£) Company 

Standard 
Rate (%) 

1 Year 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

4.05 


5,000 

GE Rn Assur 

5.30 


10,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.50 


20,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.70 

2 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

4.80 


3,000 

ITT Lon & Edin 

5.80 


20,000 

GE Rn Assur 

5.90 


50,000 

GE Rn Assur 

5.95 

3 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.05 


3,000 

ITT Lon & Edin 

6.05 

4 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.50 


3,000 

ITT Lon & Edin 

6.35 

5 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.60 


3,000 

ITT Lon & Edin 

6.50 


Birmingham Midshires 9.375% 

108.12 

8.655 

100.17 

1,000 

Bradford & Bingley 

11.625% 

132.32 

8.788 

100.13 

10,000 

Bradford & Bing ley 

13.000% 

147.88 

8.791 

10020 

10,000 

Bristol & West 

13.375% 

152.98 

8.743 

100.34 

1,000 

Britannia 

13.000% 

147.88 

8.791 

100.42 

1.000 

Coventry 

12.125% 

139.13 

8.678 

100.75 

1.000 

First National 

11.750% 

130.50 

9.004 

10025 

10,000 

Halifax 

8.750% 

103.74 

8.434 

100.62 

50.000 

Halifax 

12.000% 

138.49 

8.311 

10028 

50,000 

Halifax 

13.625% 

159.81 

8.526 

100.00 

50,000 

Leeds & Hoi beck 

13.375% 

154.21 

8.674 

10023 

1,000 

Newcastle 

10.750% 

125.06 

8.573 

10022 

1,000 

Newcastle 

12.625% 

145.81 

8.658 

100.45 

1,000 

Northern Rock 

12.625% 

146.94 

8.592 

100.14 

1.000 

Skiptdn 

12.875% 

148.47 

8.672 

100.48 

1,000 


Gross 

Buying Issue 

Minimum 

FLOATING RATE 

coupon 

price price 

purchase 

Cheshire (28/09-27/03)8.41563% 

111.50 • 100.00 

1,000 

Fust Nat(20/09-20/03) 8.48750%' 

101.50 100.00 

1,000 


Bunding Societies 
Alliance & Laic 
0800 412214 
Woolwich 
0181 2985831 
Nationwide 
0800 302010 
Banks 

Bank of Ireland 
0118 9510100 
Royal Bank of Scot 
0131 523 4442 


4.25 to £250k 
4.29 £20-200k 

3.09 to£500k 


90 

50 

75 


0.99 £20-145k 95 
4.25 £150-250k 75 


Disc of 3% to 
1.5.98 

3% disc 12 mlh, 
plus 3% cshback 
3.80% discount 
for 12 nrths 

6.50% disc-Bmth. 
3% disc-6 mths 
3% discount to 
1.10.97 



■'*. .-*> Cl_ 

: W;V! 


V s 


LARGERLOANS 


Lender 


Interest 
rate % 


Loan Max 
size % 


Notes 


P1BS = Permanent toitHest-bearing shares 
Source: ABN AMRO Hoera Govett — 0171 801 0101 


Soum Chamtoertaki da B«o6 0171-434 4223. NeJ rates. Income and caprtal guaranteed. 
Early surrender. Terms vary Monthly Income may be avaiabte. 



Mw Ajy May Jun ■ -■* •— 


Building Societies 
Scarborough 
0800 590547 
Nottingham Imper. 
0115 $817220 
Hinckley & Rugby 
0800 774499 

Banks 

Bank of Ireland 
0118 9510100 
Midland Bank 
0800494999 


ivir: -'* v 


025 

£30-100k 

95 

0.75 

£25-150k 

75 

125 

£1-150k 

80 

029 

£20-145k 

95 

4.15 

£50-100k 

95 

in 


:S 


659% dsc-fimth, 
2%-6mth,0.5%-1 y 
Fixed at 0.75% 
to 31.198 
6% discount for 
12 months 


6.50%dsc-6 mth 
3% dsc-6 mth 
3% discount for 
1 year 



Gross At lax rates MWnggwfg kw** Contact 
20% 40% inneawintg WOTCe _ 


OnSnaryA/c’ 
Investment A/c*e 
Income Bond* « 
First Opt Bond* 
43rd Issue Cerths 
Chtidren'3 Bondt 
Gen Ext Rate 
Capital Boncb o 
gm Index Unkedts 
Psnsnrs Bond S3 


1.50 150 

4.75 3 80 
6.00 AJBD 
6.00 4.80 
5.35 ‘ 

6.75 

3.51 

6.65 5.32 
Z50 

7.00 5.60 


0.90 10-10.000** 

2.85 20-500** 7 tnHh 

3,602,000-25.000** 3mth 
3.601.000-20,000*^ 

100 - 10,000 8day 

25-1,000 Imth 

309 100-250,000 8day 
100 - 10.000 8day 

<L20 SOCFSO.OOO. SOday 


0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0645645000 
0645 645000 
0645645000 


sw^-^!sr?fflESssSS 5U,, 

credit Sifl 'C 500 - 100 . 000 earn fogherrates, Term) rates appfy^ 


n 



All figures are the 
purchase), guarantee 
SINGLE LIFE (level ann) 


gross annual annuity (£ 100,000 
15 years, paid monthly In advance 
Male: Age 60 Age 65 Age 70 


Canada Lfe.Level 

Royal Sun All.Level 

Sun Lf of Can.Level 

Sun Life -.—-LevBl 

Generali ..Level 


£9,574 

£9.429 

£9,508 

£9,421 

£9,479 


£10,658 

£10,573 

£10,557 

£10.536 

£10,523 


£12,134 

£ 12,122 

£11,987 

£12,044 

£11,883 


SINGLE UFE 


Female: Age 60 Age 65 Age 70 


prudential ..Level 

Canada Life-Level 

Norwich Union.Level 

Royal Sun AH..Level 

Sun Lf of Can.Level 


£8,939 

£8.874 

£8.838 

£8,693 

£8.761 


£ 9,745 
£9,686 
£9,598 
£9,543 
£ 9,510 


£10.931 

£10,874 

£10,708 

£10.785 

£10,607 


JOINT LIFE, 2/3 WIDOWS 
(level annuity) 


Male: Age 60 
Female: Age 55 


Age 85 
Age 60 


Age 70 
Age 65 


Canada Life_....Level 

Stalwart* . Level 

Prudential.Level 

Norwich Union.Level 

Sun Lf of Can_Level 


£8.650 

£8,31B 

£8,480 

£8,398 

£8,379 


£9,385 

£9,011 

£8,994 

£8.968 

£8,962 


£10,443 
£9,794 
£ 9.814 
£9,778 
£9,789 


* Maximum purchase Cl00.000^Wc|^afos for smokers. 


Source: Annuity Direct (0171 5S? 1 


Statistics compiled by Lizanne Rose 




I/OI ^ 

Lender 

Interest 
rate % 

Loan 

size 

Max 

% 

Notes 

Buildina Societies 



3.75% discount 
■for 12 mths 

Bristol & West 
0800 119955 

3.50 

£15k+ 

95 

Newbury 

01635 43676 

339 

£15-150k 

95 

3% discount for 

12 mths 

Woolwich 

0181 2985831 

5.29 

£20-200k 

95 

2% discount for 

12 mths 

Banks 

Bnk of Ireland 
0118 9510100 

0.99 

£20-145k 

95 

6.50% disc 6 mths 
3% disc 6 mths 

TSB Bank 

0500 758000 

3.51 

£15k+ 

95 

3.74% disc for 12 
months 


Larger tenders, loans and frshome buyers tables by Bley's Guides Ud (01753880x32) 


TRACK 

DOWN 

YOUR 

PEP 

FOR 1997 


With Chase de Vera's PEPGUIDE 

The 1997 edition of the bcvc-sdling 
guide which covers all the PEPs on the 
marker is now published. It costs only 
£12.95 - and the full price will be 
refunded if you take out your PEP via 
Chase dc Vcrc. 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FEPG’JIDE 

0800 526 092 

FREEPHONE LINES ORES' 2 + HOURS 


CHASE DE VERE 

-iKVEjTMirm nx- 

«GU»*TH>B* TW niVXM WWSIMBMT AUnCTOV 




Wkiy Yld 
*7- * 


AEGON UFE ASSURANCE 


Edinini^L EHUQSE 

546.40 

mro 

* 3.70 

m «i 

T7HJ0 

* re no 

4*7 J0 

45170 

• OJO 

3l*J0 

JttO.70 

- ia> 

772.10 

0S8rt) 

• CUO 

4J2J0 

457 JO 

* 4 40 


OOMLW9NI 
Balanced 
HR Equity 
Property 

Flxrd lateral 
Mane) 

Inicmidanil 


ABBEY UFE 

HaMndnint Rad, Baamcmaatli 
BH8 8AL 

01202 242375 

CuslodunM 
Eralei IS-l 
lnlcmilk>nalS4 23 no 21*70 
Protected GlhW 125 JO 13220 


l-3a 


2IS20 ZJQJ0 

202.70 24WTI 


OJJ 

5.70 

404JU UbJO * 02D 
289J0 DUO * 3«W 
8 MHO 8S7Jn -MO 
357 AO 376.81 • OJD 

357.10 375.00 • OJO 
4UfcJH 4Z7.7U - 2.00 
IO.JO 


Pottos Bar ENt IAJ 


.Ulan Padlic 
European Si 
Prop Fd So-4 
Equity Srr 4 
Min Seri 
omvsai 
Money Seri 
FUnl Ini ter 4 

American Seri 717.80 7553*3 
lllylilncScM 879.70 03&.IU *12.11 
Indexed Inv Ser 1 2MJO 24rero - 1.70 
Japan StT + 278.50 2932D - 4JO 

ALBANY UFE 
3 Darke* Lure. 
er7074ZX1l 
Equity FU ACT AM240 2189 80 •’O l M 
European Fd Arc 514.10 547.10 *ii.« 
Fired Ini ACC 5X200 8120*1 - 5u0 
Cld Money Ace 3hJMJ 3S2TO • 0.10 
Inil Manned Me 7re2.ro 803 00 * VA> 
inmuiniAcx J75 in .«"h» * ojo 

Ijpan Fund 211 «o 2J/.40 - IMJ 

N AmertanArc 45X20 482.M * *><*1 

Prop Fd .va +5110 50750 - 050 
Multiple Ida ,Vcc I28S.OQ i vfcjo -I.U» 

ALLIED DUNBAR ASSURVNCE 

Snindan SNIIEE 

07793571514 

FAd Ini Hep-MX 42+.7U . 

Equity Ace IH2i 40 1«I7 >0 -»» 
rropettj Aa oTijo 7Th.ni - noj 
Far Eafl Ace .12+241 34* >n - I ai 
Managed CBplUl <i*iai 07370 • 'Fi 
-do-Are 137850 1151 10 -US) 

127."*:' 13-11 cu • 21 ■«' 
r.lli Edy-vd vx 5f*».«7 w.53 - wn 
ATlirf EqUUe Ac. 121uA1 12-0 »> -25 li> 
Amor Man 70 • »»' 

Amer Piwp Act 121 ID 12750 • 1203 
Dbinbultoh Buna-. 3* 7«| 27 10 .0.10 


I **3 50 
*48.70 
ar in 
111 III 

C14 134 
e 14.3*1 
L*MIV 
VO-O 
."•3UO 

75' « 
i-m.ro 
5U «3 

215.40 - | 70 
' 1*1 


AV\ EOLim & LW 
ASSURANCE 

.Vna-ham Road. Ilisb 

or-m +81484 

I+1VX1 

BjIliiI Seri. 401.30 
Or purl unit) Sera a*>JO 
onminur.'n Sera ii*»5*.' 

UK Equine-Sen, LIU4 
HI|ShT IneMTtt II5 wi 
KunMntrin* Ml*u 
Far EH Set r- <>>l M 
Europe Scr #• ‘2251 

I ntnl »« n bni.*3 

pTupcity Sito r.14 to 
F iled Ini Ser a 5n5.«i 
Ind-Lnld SeCM. 7W.70 
Clei-d IVp Set u turn Nliu 

TLYRCLXYS UFE 

252 Romford Road. London IT* 

Oryj 534 5544 

Lquln .w II47SI jJ17oi 

-J-e iniibil :ai_5y ttt+i 

Gin Edpc-rt act 4S1X»1 47nw 

+»Initial 278 TO ?i>« 

liuemnlimalAir 47=«: -po.h; 

-du- InliLil 75*1*11 3U5 Jn 

M*na|>rd Arc eM.SI iM4.ro 
do- InllUl OI7.M1 +2“ oi 

Money act 317.it »wiw 

Frop'.'ily Ace 

-do-Initial 
America Act 
F ar FJM Gulh 
71 Aon rial lei? 

VOAttiin 

Japan -Wv 
Irvcmrv! .vy 

bHiureAcc 34.> V 
■-pedal Sin Arc .151 u. 1 
Lnh Tcui .Vtx 


UFE 

\\ Kombr, Bode. 


II 10 

IL20 .. 

'CO 

lUJ h2C 
I'-S3 
22.10 
J--V 

14.40 . . 


i> 7U 


laJ/x 1 
imuc 
4I1HJ 
.v i in 
frt.JU 
5**110 
220.70 
4.77 4,1 


•10 -HI 
- 4 10 


•*12I» 
21"A« 
ns +0 

5 I’m 

2.11*3 
71110 
»I.*J 

jms* 

an.« 


-4-0 
-II 40 
• 2u3 
. -II.' 

- L£' 


BLACK 1IORSE UFE 
Maanlbann 
DU. W 8571100 
Tbe ILuvipnl Fd ll(i"2 
Ira'IIK runil "447.11" 
Eilralncnme 
UnridKliU.-GIh 
Bilanonl Fund 
smllrCio Bean 
V Amur 8 Henri 
PadlkBa-lfl 
German A.xn»Ui 
laran Cn*Alli 
Ttiel'Knili Fd 
Corn! LuroGin 
Ppipvjiy Fnrvt 
IIM liii'.-n.-t 
cj>h Fund 

Vxnaqcd Ip, 

Mil im-a- Kean 
AMruu fund 
Mm.iir-dCrth 


WE. nuhio KeW MU 47f 


54-riji 

*r 70 

LII.I7 
4*x# *0 
45101 

14=54 

27* 52 

ITV.Ml 

.Cn S5 

•W+4 

5-cvlJ 

=1411 

54" 11 


* 5l,| 

•l.V** 

•ll> 


non; 

C10117 

50K5h 
■44LS4 
iii.ro 
125 7* 

471-41 

2^3.24 -|0.'. 


I'I47 


- •>: 
2"4i 


y n 

ii" in • 
n.5« - dsS 
.4>G»" - 15a 
tH*a • 024 


57= I* 


045 


BRIfANNLX 

» Barinedl St, Gla-«ro> G2 611R 

OMI 248 2000 

MKHU.-rd IVrt 2IL -D *2220 *-2ii> 
l-rnerroanteKlin 23M1) i'7.W - ."2" 
inih ft.i[1i Perl 2"I**' »0.’i 


Bid 


UR Oppar unify 
Euro Oppo run U> 
Nonh Airier Opp 
FarEamupp 
owib Pnipsej i 
Gill Prop Sera 
Fixed 1m 
CTOh 
Onncu 
Fvrmeriy LAS 
Managed Fund 
UK Equlfy 


Money Maiici 
Fixed Inierea 
Japan 

Nonh America 
Inlenultonol 
European 
FarEud 


271 JO 
J4J20 
2b£UV3 
JTJAI 
11OJ40 
21340 
235JO 
I72J0 
280.10 

■7WJ*J 
SJ1U3 
233 00 
Z73JO 
34IJFJ 
2M 10 
£12.10 
432JU 
37-t-XJ 
153.90 


CANADA UFE 
U HU "Him. num 
07707 fi|22 
Managed 
Propmy 
Gill A Fid Im 
Equity 
Cash 

CUIe Euro Mad 
CUIe mil Fd 
Managed Fund 
Properly Fund 
Equity Fund 
Gill Ldp-d Fit 
Depxll Fund 
Irmsrmeni W 
Inlrmanonal 


415.83 
2v)/D 
27S-W 
505l30 
232711 
3*0.10 
3*250 
KKbJUl 
56500 
12-7710 
717.90 
#>\X> 
■5511 TO 
624.7l.< 


otter 

wuy 

Ylll 

% 


Hid 

Oder 

WUy Yld 
*(- % 


Bid 

Oltcr 

wkiy Yld 
•»- •«. 

2 *JJD 

* uo 


Brin.il S u>est Q) t 10H"W 


*010 . 

HAMBRO ASSURED 



Jim) 

• 4M 


Eqaliy Mpd SI 

"01-71 

31610 

♦ 32*3 ... 

Hutosr House. Partway. Protot. Lna 

076X0 

» SJO 


MaiMpXl 51 

2WJ0 

3i4_ro 

- 3XTO ... 

PR2 2PR. BI772MOOOO 



ilsiJO 

- AIU 


AriirnruirooSI 

ZMJ0 

250J« 

* 41» 

Managed 

211 JO 

223-10 

* 1.10 ... 

inre^F 



Maiugrdia 

row 

211.ro 

* 22» . 

■do- Pens 

27 A10 

20720 

* 120 ... 

025 "TO 

• IJ» 


Pmilon Fundi 




- UK Equity 

224JO 

Ml JO 

* 2.40 ... 

7*4 "fl 

- 2X0 


Uhll Willi Fits(5)t III2U 


» OCTl ... 

-do- Pens 

2TOJ0 

24320 

- A70 ... 

IU*> 

- a io 

ii-W 

%Kuref3i 

107J0 


* 0.10 ... 

intcmailCTiaJ 

176.40 

18620 

* aw ... 


- jxo 


Manopnl (3 1 

111*0 


* 1.40 . 

-do-nail 

147.70 

208.10 

- IJO . . 




Bjuhy MniM 12) 1 

121.40 


• 1.70 

Depresll 

141.40 

IS4J0 

* 020 

460X0 

- 120 


AdvermitoiQ a i 

11220 


• 2_ro ... 

-Jo- Pens 

12423 

I4A80 

• 0120 ... 

5D.VHU 

• UxJ 


Bristol ft Wea (2 1 IDMD 


* 0.M ... 





3I0J0 

- 2.40 










2*7 70 

’• 020. 


EAGLE STAR/MIDLAND 


HILL SAMUEL UFE 



JWJ0 

- AS0 


M S4 Man Axe. lawdoa ECA 0171*729fill 

NLA Tow. Addmnmbr Rood. Croydon 

.XLUTO 

- rero 


EaKk'MM IU 


roturo 

* s.n> ooi 

OOJW&43« 




244.411 

- w 






Security Fund 

727*0 

71000 

♦ "4J0 . 

455X0 

- 520 


FRIENDS’ PROVIDENT 


Brirish Fund 

74AIO 

786.40 

*Ii50 ... 

JM.70 

• S"0 


CJStk MrtcL SafcbaiY. 

wots 5PI 3SH 

InlrmaOoiul 

hSSJO 

t«A70 

•ia.ro ... 

I6LOO 

- 2J0 


01722 4U3M 




Dollar Fund 

ttH.30 

eJLM 

*1420 ... 




Manxprd 

341 ID 

411.70 

• A7D ... 

Capital Fund 

62520 

66120 

* OJD ... 




UK Equity 

54630 

575.10 

• 6.70 ... 

Income Fund 

42060 

•774J3 

•item ... 




SlcxVBtrixMp 

46120 

51750 

• 11D ... 

Propuny sales a 

51100 

34120 

... 4.40 

Bar. Hens EN4 5BA 

owrows Equity 

357.10 

ns."*) 

♦ Aon .. 

Property Units 

XS2JD 

W4.ro 





Nunh American 

aiT-TO 

US 20 

• 220 ... 

Financial Fund 

<KU» 

4*5 A) 

•I2AW 

417 JO 

- 4XTO 


Padlic Botin 

177 JO 

l*tss*3 

- 040 ... 

Managed ter A 

624 JO 

724 40 

• SJO ... 

280J0 

- 040 


European 

34050 

35AM 

» 8J0 ... 

Managed Unlls 

12+4 J3 

1.0430 

*14.70 ' 

jijon 

- IM 


Property 

1*7 JO 

147.10 

• OJO ... 

Hi<h Yield Fund 

m-Lro 

870 40 

*1 JM ... 


93JJO - »60 .. 
W.70 ♦ 1.10 .. 
13121*1 -3L20 . . 
755.70 - 4 10 .. 

unm . 

57S.O -14 90 .. 

uFTeri - OJO 


Cm OF WESTMINSTER VSSLTLWCE 
Scmwj Huov. 500 Anbury Bhd. 

MflhM Keracs MK92NU. 0HDS6MKN 

Property Fund I7£«0 182.CO .... 

Uanaged Fund >77.70 AW 70 , ni30 .. 

Equity Fund 4«ijo 50S44J . nro 

CLERICAL MED1CVUFIDELITY 
7XTE2-TMEXTS 

Namro Plain. Bristol BS20JH. 07179*90566 
-Utuntnrr Fund-. 

Sarpnip.- VLu-d imsn i:s ro * 300.. 
Rubjr J>i lo 3101 - l JO 

Emerald lul.tl 177 30 - 0.50 . 
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24.87 

2ul» 

• Old 

:i >f 

22.70 
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THE TIMES SATimDA^MARCHSWQ? 


pCidrew Longmore finds Brian Stewart-Brown eager to accept the challenges of^heite nham 

An enduring passion for a piece of the action 


•t. l 


. I 


hprHY CflANHAM 


C heltenham Man apol- 
oj, .d for being late, 
shuffled a few papers 
an his desk and muttered 
about a takeover bid affecting 
7,000 people. He is 52, tall, 
with a steady gaze, sonorous 
voice and the respectable re¬ 
mains of a frame which once 
graced the playing fields of 
Harrow. . 

But for matters of high 
finance, our hour could have 
stretched to two or three. 
Brian Stewart-Brown could 
talk until dawn about his 
passion for the Cheltenham ■ 
Festival. Doubtless will next 
week when the Guinness and 
champas’?*? flow and his hors¬ 
es. Large Action and Ask 
Tom. mount a stem defence 
against the Irish hordes. 

This year, like all the rest, 
Stewart-Brown will lead a 
party of lb friends to the New 
Inn at Coin St Aldwyns near 
Cirencester. All the regulars 
will be there: Nick Filer, 
whose job it is to hunt for 
portents for the morrow's 
card: Giles Gleadell. a former 
army officer and firm friend 
since a chance meeting in a 
betting shop: and a smatter¬ 
ing of Lloyds brokers. 

By an oversight, Stewart- 
Brown's eldest daughter was 
bom on St Patrick's Day in 
I9S0 and he had to miss the 
first rwo days. But after 25 
years, the routine is well 
rehearsed. 

Up as early as the previous 
night will allow, study form, 
hearty breakfast onto the 
coach. Arkle Bar by 11-30. 
meet on the grass before each 
race, back home via a pub or 
two. dinner, same again. Ask 


how the Festival has changed 
down the years and he will 
lament the passing of the old 
tables in the Arkle Bar. 
"People used to try to jump 
over them," he says. "It was 
great fun." 

Stewart-Brown is one of an 
increasingly rare breed of old- 
boy sportsmen for whom 
winning and losing is inciden¬ 
tal to the much more serious 
business of having fun. Not 
that enjoyment predudes a 

raging competitive spirit nor 
mixed sporting ability dents a 
disarming confidence. 

Playing in the pro-am event 



at the Greater Greensboro 
Open in North Carolina re¬ 
cently. he strode onto the first 
tee with his IS handicap to 
inform his professional part¬ 
ner in prefeaorial tones that 
he had not come all the way 
from the City of London to 
mess about "Oh. and by the 
way," he added, “I gather you 
Americans have borrowed a 
piece of silverware which 
rightly belongs across the 
pond." 

The printable gist of the 


reply by Lanny Wadkins, 
defending United States Ry¬ 
der Cup captain and one of 
the most patriotic and com¬ 
bustible competitors on the 
US PGA Tour, was: “We've 
got the cup and we're gonna 
keep it" (He was wrong.) But 
the odd couple of London 
insurance broker and grizzled 
southern pro won the tourna¬ 
ment anyway. 17 under par. 

TTie same panache touches 
Stewart-Brown's racing. His 
feat of leading in a winner at 
Royal Ascot (Sergeyev in the 
Jersey Stakes) and the Festival 
(Deep Sensation in the 1993 
Queen Mother Chase) puis 
him in exclusive company, 
alongside Sheikh Mo¬ 
hammed. 

He bought his first horse 
From Tony Dickinson 12 years 
ago on the coldest day in 
Yorkshire for 30 years. “Do 
you take idiot southern own¬ 
ers?” he asked. Dickinson did 
and the appropriately named 
Arctic Call won the 1990 
Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup. 
He owns 14 horses now, 12 
National Hunt and two on the 
Flat. 

Stewart-Brown recalled: 
“My father had horses when ■ 
we were in India and there 
was always racing chat 
around the family. I was 
deeply in love with Persian 
War. In fact, I’ve had much 
more luck with the Champion 
Hurdle in terms of backing 
winners: Night Nurse, 
Monksfield, Lanzarote, so 
many wonderful horses have 
won the race. 

"In the summer now when 
my horses come back to our 
paddocks for the holidays. I 


sit on a bank and watch them 
at play. About eight o'clock 
when it's getting dark, they 
start to take the mick out of 
each other and you can see the 
different characters. I love 
them." 

If all goes to plan next week. 
Large Action will shoulder his 
owner's love of a challenge 
with a formidable tilt at the 
Champion Hurdle on Tues¬ 
day and the Stayers’ Hurdle 
two days later. “He'S a tough 
sod. so if anyone can do it. he 
can.” he said. Large Action 
deserves a change of fortune 
in the championship after 
being deprived of victory two 
years ago by AJderbrook's 
breathtaking late surge up the 
hill. 

S tewart-Brown said: “We 
thought we had been 
beaten by Danoli and 
that was the one thing I'd told 
Jamie Osborne couldn't hap¬ 
pen because we would never 
get in the winner's enclosure. 
Jamie came in and said: ‘Well, 
Brian, I did what you said.’ 
And we had a good laugh and 
a great party afterwards. Pity 
we didn’t have the cup on the 
bar, but maybe this time.” 

Not thar it will matter 
much. For men like Stewart- 
Brown. Cheltenham inspires 
mare lasting pleasures than 
mere victory or defeat. “Chel¬ 
tenham is sacrosanct- It’s the 
one week of the year struck 
out of ray business diary. 

“Cheltenham Man? 1 don't 
think so. I'm just one of a 
group of friends who are 
Cheltenham mad and want a 
good excuse to go bade to our 
youths." 



Stewart-Brown looks admiringly at Large Action, who carries his hopes of winning the Champion Hurdle 
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Sandown Park 

Going: good 

2.00 (2m 110yd hdte) 1. SIR DANTE iD 
O'Sul Ivan, 11 .£): z. Museum (X Aizpuru, 
9-2). 3. Shahranl (Jamie Evans. 7-1) 
ALSO RAN 4-1 jt-fav Jakes Juste*. Otto 
E Mezzo (5tti). 9-2 Regal Pursuit (6thl. 12 
Whispering Dawn (1). 33 Premier League 
(4 th) Bran. 6t. 2VE1.21.1VI.« RRows at 
Sforrrulon. Tote £8 10 Cl 80. £180. 
£260 DF: £1340. CSF £28.12 Tricast 
£159 45 

2,35 (3m 110yd ch) 1. PARLIAMENTAR¬ 
IAN (J A McCarthy. 16-1): 2. Beaus (J 
Cufloty. 9-2) ALSO RAN 10-11 lav 
Eulogy (I). 9-4 Funcheon Gale (pul. 66 
Victory Gale (pul 5 ran. NR. LKDe 
Rowley, Oneofus IS T Casey at Upper 
lambouir Tote: £850. £2.10. £1 30 DP' 
£1380 CSF £69 53 
3.fO (3m 110vd chi 1. ACT THE WAG 
(Captain A Ogden. 10-11 lav|; 2, JuRara 
(Major G Wheeler. B-l): 3. Maxxum 
Express (Mapr O EUwood, 33-1). ALSO 
RAN 9-2 Cardinal Richelieu (4th), 


Diiialtow Lodge (5th). 10 Kendal Cava¬ 
lier (I). SO Icartetya (pu). Todcfflng Inn 
(pu). 66 Gunner Stream (0. Vancouver 
Lad (pu) 10 ran VI, 181. dlst, 221. M 
Todhuner al Inversion. Tole: £1.90, 
£120. £1.90, £3 50 DF £7.30. Trio. 
£34.30. CSF £8.47 

3.4S (2m 6t htSe) 1. FRIENDSHIP (R 
Dunwoody, 1M); 2. MHerstord (W 
Mars!on. 14-1), 3. Emerald Statement 
<B Fenton. 10-1 f lav). ALSO RAN: 6 Jack 
Gallagher. 9 Jazzman (4th). 16 Scene 
Waters (5th). 25 Camera Man. 66 Mister 
Generosity (pu). Music Class (6th). 9 ran. 
M3. FadHegg. Imperial Honors. Spin! 01 
Success. VI. 2VI, 71. 12. 18! N 
Henderson at Lamtxxm. Tate. £3.70; 
£1 40. £2.40. £1 20 DF: £24 10. Trio. 
£13.90. CSF- £35.88 
4-15 (3m 110yd chi I. BRACKEN FIELD 
- (Captain D Alers-Hanfcay. 4-5 lav); 2. 
Across The Card iCapt W Ramsay. 
14-1), 3. Over The Edge (Mr SSportxxg. 
3-1). ALSO RAN: 7 True Steel (4(h); 16 
American Eyre (pul, No Joker [5(h). 33 
Golden Mac (ur) 7 ran. 261.13.9. 41 R 


Barber al Beaminster. Tote: £190: £1.60, 
E4.70. DF £10 80 CSF: £11.99 

4.45 (2m 61 hdlet 1, SWING QUARTET 
(C Ueweflyp, 14-1); 2. Jefferies (N 
Williamson. 2-1 lav). 3 Indian Quest (W 
Marston. 8-1). ALSO RAN: 11-4 fc&adar. 
6 Wings Cove, 13-2 Fortunes Course 
(5th), 12 Smuggler's Port (4th), 33Court 
Nap (6th) 8 ran. NR- Texan Baby NX, 
151. 1141. Id. VI N Twtatm-Davies at 
Cheltenham. Tote: £17.00; £230. El 10. 
£2'50. DF: £1590. Trio' £73.80. CSF: 
£40.33. Tricast £227.44. 

Jackpot £7.100.00 (0.08 winning tick¬ 
ets. Pool ot £898996 carried forward 
to Sandown Park today). 

Pfetcepot £16590 Quad pot £3.40. 

Exeter 

Going; good to son 

1.45 (an 31 110yd hdle) 1. FONT 
ROMEU (A P McCoy, 4-6 lav); 2. Foxies 
Lad (10-1), 3. Crandaii Boulevard (7-2}. 
ALSO RAN- 12 Mystic H6I (4th). 11 rav 
NR. Aqua Star. 71, nk M Pipe. Tota* 


£1.50. £1.10. £3.00. £1.10. DF- £8 90 
Tno: £5 80. CSF. £7 83. 

2.15 (2m 3t 110yd hdle 1. GIVE AND 
TAKE (A P McCoy, 11-10 lav); 2 . Solezzi 
(100-1); 3. Steer Point (33-1). ALSO 
RAN: 100 Spirit Level (4th) 11 fen. 141. 
18 M Pipe Tole: £350. a.90. £620. 
£2 00 DF £259.30. Trio. £152.80 CSF. 
£11062. 

250 (2m 71110yd Ch) 1. BEAR CLAW (J 
Osborne, 521: 2. Mahmod Castle 
(20-1): 3. Indian Delight (8-1) ALSO 
RAN. 9-4 lav Carole's Crusader. 11 ran 
131. . O Sherwood. Tote. £320: E2.00. 
£19.40. £150 DF £31.80. Trio. £19 70 
CSF £47.46. Carets Crusader finished 
second, but after a stewards' hqiiiy was 
disqualified lor taking (he wong course. 
X25 (2m 2f Ch) 1. BISHOPS CASTLE (J 


I Temple 

(4th). 10ran.NR SuperRHchart.hi.9LR 
Frost Tote: £8.70. £2.00. £4.80. £1.50. 
DF: £13790. Trio: £86 40 [part won. Pool 
a! £98.63 carried forward to 4.05 at 


Play Fantasy Formula One 



IN. ASSOCIATION wmr 


Prizes worth £40,000 


T here is still rime to'get in pole position for 

77ie Times and the Marlboro World Championship 
Team 1997 Formula One season which starts in 
Melbourne tomorrow. For the chance to win a share of our 
£40,000 Fantasy Formula One jackpot just choose a team of 
six racing drivers and six constructors from the four groups 
listed in the panel, below. Although the entry lines have 
closed for registration for tomorrow's Australian Grand . j 
Prix there are plenty of points to be picked J 

up over the season, and up to 600 ^ 


points to be earned for each of six bonus races. And you 
can switch your fantasy team after each grand prix. Full 
details of the scoring system and the terms and conditions 
appeared in our 20-page Grand Prix supplement, published 
on February 24. 

• You can also play Fantasy Formula One with The 
. Sunday Times For the chance to win additional prizes. 


T iriI)on 







. 7 'v 


L- 


THE PRIZES 

JACKPOT: The manager with the best team score on our 
Fantasy Formula One leader board after the final race of the 
season, the European Grand Prix at Estoril. Portugal, on 
October 26. will win £25.000. Prizes of £10.000 and £5,000 
will go to two runners-up. 

INDIVIDUAL RACE WINNERS: The manager of the 
team which scores the most points in the Australian Grand 
Prix tomorrow will win a luxury three-day trip for two to 
San Marino. The runner-up will get a Sony PlayStation and 
Formula One game worth E250. 

• For details of a wide range of Formula -fsffitfL. 

One trips with BAC Sport, including three 

special Monaco tours, call 0171-4567100. y 

TO ENTER BY TELEPHONE 
Call our entry hotline on 0891 405 001 (*44 990 100 31! 
outside the UK). Calls last approximately seven minutes and 
must be made using a Touch-tone telephone. 

Follow the instructions on the entry line. You will be 
asked to nominate your 12 twodigit selections in turn. The 
order in which you register your first three drivers will be 
your predictions for the Isl 2nd and 3rd finishing places for 
the grands prix where bonus points apply. 

You will then be asked to give your Fantasy Formula One 
team name, your own name, address, postcode and daytime 
telephone number. You will receive a 10-digit PIN number 
as confirmation of your entry. Please keep a record of this 
with your team details. 


01 Damon Hill 
02 Michael Schumacher 
03 Jacques VHIeneuve 
04 Eddie Irvine 
05 Jean Aiesi 
06 Gerhard Berger 

13 Olivier Partis 

14 Jos Verstappen 

15 Ukyo Katayama 

16 Pedro Dintz 
IT Ricardo Rosset 
18 Ralf Schumacher 

25 Wifflams 

26 Ferrari 

27 McLaren 

28 Benetton 

29 Jordan 
30Ligier 


07 Mika Hakkinen 
08 David Coulthard 
09 Rubens Barrichelk) 

10 Heinz-Harald Frentzen 

11 Johnny Herbert 

12 Mika Salo 

19 Giancarlo FTsichetia 

20 Shinji Nakano 

21 Nicola Larinl 

22 JamoTrutli 

23 Jan Magnussen 

24 Vincenzo Sospiri 


31 Arrows 

32 Sauber 

33 Tyrrell 

34 Minardi 

35 Stewart 

36 Lola 








0897 caffs cost 50pper minute (standard tariffs apply to *44 990 calls). 


Sandown Park today) CSF: £149 99. 
Tncast: £614 44. 

3.55 (2m 3t 1«0yd riffle) 1. COOL 
GUNNER (C Maude. 13-8 lav. Private 
Handteapper's top rating). 2. Devon 
Peasant (5-1). 3. Friendly House (6-1). 
ALSO RAN. 7 Trouvaille (4tfil. 6 ran 31. 
13 J King Tote: E220. £1.10, £2 80 DF. 
£8 90. CSF £9 94 

430 (2tn 31 110yd ch) 1. LANCE 
ARMSTRONG (D Font 2-1 fav). Z 
Mammy's Choice (7-1). 3. Shining Light 
(9-4). 4 ran T4l. nk. G McCourt Tote: 
£2.40. DF £8.70 CSF. £11 60 
5.00 (3m 21 hdle) 1. MENESONIC (P 
Henley. 94). 2. Scotby (6-1). 3. 
Spaceage Gold (10-1) ALSO RAN. 7-4 
lav KindClenc. 33 Coda Cherry (4th) 16 
ran S.2VI RAIner Tote £320. £150. 
£2.70. £300 DF: £2600 Trio £4800 
CSF: £15.66 

Pfetcepot £12920 duadpot £35.50. 

Ayr 

Going: soft, good lo soft m places 
1.50 (2m hdle) 1. Derannie (A Dobbin, 
5S tav); 2. Cartsle Banctto's (9-21. 3. La 
Rhnera(25-1) 11 ran 141.31 G Richards 
Tole. £2.00; £130. £1.80. £510. DF 
£4.30 Tno. £3420 CSF: £4 35 
22012m ch) 1. Singing Sand (A Dobbin. 
8-1). 2. Real Torvc (1-2 (av). 3. Corslon 
Joker 125-1). 6 ran 271. 281 P Morterth 
Tole- £750: £3.50. £3.20 DF. £4 10 
CSF £1166 

2J55 (3m 110yd hdle) 1 Tribune (M 
Feeler, 2-1 Lav), 2, Leadng Prospect 
(20-1): 3. Bang In Trouble (9-1). 8 ran 61. 
23 C Thornton. Tole- £3bO, £1.70. 
£360. £2 30 DF £3290 CSF £33.46 
Tncast £265 46 

3^0 (2m 4t ch) 1. Disco Das Motles |P 
Carbeny. 8-13 lavl. 2. Soiba (3-1). 3. 
Tvwi Faffs (9-1) 5 ran 231. II G Richards 
Tale: El 60; £1.10. £1.80 DF £260 
CSF £300 

4.00 (2m 5t 110yd ch) 1, Denim Blue 
(Miss P Robson. 9-4 lav). 2. Woodv Dare 
(11-2). 3. Frozen Stiff (S-2). 7 ran. 211.81 
Miss P Robson Tote. £260. £120. 
£3.00. DF: £10 10 CSF. £13 70 
4.35 (2m hdle) 1. Phar Echo (M Foster. 
S-2 lav). 2. Jervaulx (9-1). 3. Sdsqrti 
(7-2) 3 ran. hi. 21. L Lunqo Tole £3 30. 
£1 10. £1 50. El 60 DF £13 40 CSF. 
£23 72. Tricast. E73S5 
Placepat £13.80. Quadpot: £7 JO. 

Market Rasen 

Going: good, good to soft m pachas 
1.40 (2m II 110yd hdle) i. Spitfire 
Bridge iD Bridgwater. 7-i lav). 2. 
Srjnrner Vila (9-ZJ. 3. Oatoury (5-1) 8 
ran. NR JjsI For A Reason i VI. 3VI G 
McCourt. Tote. £220. £140. £7 90. 
£1.10. DF- £5 30 Trio £1260. CSF 
£940 Tncast £2926 
2.10 (3m It ch) I. Mr Boston (Mr 5 
Sums. 4-11 lav). 2. Cariy Bmn (7-11. 3. 
Man Read (4-11 5 ran 201. 71 Mrs M 
Revcky Twc £1 20 £1 20. £1 20 DF 
£2 60 CSF £3 42. 

2.45 12m If 110yd rxfl>>! 1. Belmarita 
|M«hart Brennan. 11-1). 2. Foirtv Sharp 
|6-4 lavi; 3. Su Ck-itiv 17-2) 17 ion VI. 

£3 G Hubbard Tore £13 00 £2 90. 
£150. £190 DF. £5140 Titt E600 
CSF £26 14 

320 (&n 5( ITO.d hdle) 1. Sassiver (k 
Game 11-21 2. Thursdj/Night (4-1) 3. 
La FontamWeau (33-11 No Fiddling S-2 
fa* 11 ran NR Dcr-orl Force 2M. 31 P 
Fertomr/ Tole £6 20. C2 30. £150. 
£5 40 DF £16 80 fro £202 40 (part 
Aon Pocrf oi £202 46 gairtciJ lorwaid to 
4 05 a Sando’.m Park today) CSF 
£25 44 Tncari £611 03 
3 50 i2m 4t ch) 1. Gaelic Blue (R Guest. 
t>li. 2. Gofcfcn Hello it 1-10 Lav). 3. 
Gortjv'o Mvlh (10-1). 10 ran. 31. Sh td 
Wi S Snmh Tole £5 90. £1 SO. £120. 
£24.3 DF £5 20 Trio- £540 C?F 
£1200 

425 1 2m it 110yd ch) T. Netherby Said 
iR E-upple. 5-4 lav] 2. Cual Image (9-4): 

3. Fk-cord Lover (12-11 5 ran 41. 301 P 
6c.n.cTwn! To(c: £220. £1.50. d.40 
DF £2 70 CSF £423 
4.5511m SI llOvdtlat) I .Bassie Browne , 
IR Guusi. 8- li.2. ClassJc Jonrry (J2-1*. 3. 
SiwMibv 18-1) The Gnome 7-2 y-fjv 18 
ran 61 21 G Hrjbbard Toto W.SO. £2 JO I 
£270. £3 SO DF £19 10 Tno £168 GO , 
(part Pool c.1 £125 88 earned I 

l'3TA-a;d lo 4 50 al Sarefcwi P,vk Joday). 
CSF £107 42 

Ptoccpor £7.60 Quadpot £4.50. 


Stewart, Hunt. . ^ 
Mansell, Hill... JP' 

youtif 

'-' < ^(lv Fafltasy 

^Wfonnula 
^fl^OneinBBC 
i Top Gear 

magadne now 

& Teletext p398 i 


THUNDERER 

1 ^0 Son Of Anshan. Z20 Celtic Giant 2.50 Clever 
Boy. 3.25 Mr Knrtwtt 4.00 Elation. 4^0 Ask Me Later. 
5.00 Mac’s Supreme. 

GOING: SOFT (GOOD TO SOFT IN PUCES) _SIS 

1.50 CRAIGIE JUVENILE NOVICES HURDLE 

(E2.t 35.2rr.) {7 runners) 

1 6002 DOUBLE DASH 1-J (V.H D IJufet: 1- .. . OJUofMt 

2 321F SON Of WISH5H 53 (D8F G) Mil 4 Skisfian 11-4 J Surat 
j 30UR3W wrtasr.- 250F ; :.criras lt-u . . _ A Dotton 
4 SOG? C1Wa5iST PRIDE 29 M8 Guest 
i P JUNGLE FRESH 22 Mr. -2 T *:~cr. 10-15 - - BSorey 

6 54 KNOWN SECRET 14 p .. H Mntonev 

7 33 PHANTOU HAS 2fl - ‘-C-'i . ... D Parto 

6-4 Son 01 Antfan i-1 Ftasam rii 6-1 £c.CX 2v*=^r. 7 -1 DcUSe D»i 8- 
1 Cnbbes Pno; '2-' 'Irst r -e* 

2.20 MAD MARCH HARE NOVICES CHASE 

(£2.924.3m If) (6) 

1 -401 KALAJOS.DJ^lD'AutovKr-r-S. ... . B Storey 

2 -163 MAJORITY'ALlCfi 22 (G.S, ? CNKfra 5-V.-9 A DqMjii 

3 U122 NICHOLAS PLANT 12 KJSfS.Sl i Gcfcft S-"-4 — G Cafd 

4 -T25 CELTIC GANT 33 (5) i Uriy:’-"-I .. . R '^glt 

5 0- P0VAL EANKrn 350 U Tcdr^ 7-i --=-P (fiwil 

6 3Pl- STRATHMORE LODGE 416 iSIMiUiuirfl fi-lv-i: MRxfer 
6-4 Celtic Gran. 9-s ‘r^ta Pfer. 1 i ' '/ot::, i-i fco- leva. i?-J 
Siralmce Lafl?i i’-l -'auja 

2.50 MASON ORGANISATION NOVICES 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£3 652: 3m HOya) (6) 

1 2274 SWAWB5TW 12 ICD.6S) 1 IjnjP 7-V-O - B fluff* 

2 3613 ADB 25 (B.C0.G.3I G Men? 7-11-3 . NBenfcy 

1 132P BBJi ROSE 28 ff.G) j SidanS 7-10-12 . . A Dobbin 

1 5020 KNGS LANE 21 <GI J Dir M0-1C- .. . D Pater 

5 3062 CLEVER BCW 23 |G) J CW. 5-10-7 . R Guest 

E 2053 CHERRY DEE 10 P cwunnu E-iO-5 . . B Grattan (5) 

7 2-00 CRA5t*ALL00 78 P 6-1C-: G Cat* 

2 43-0 STEPDAUGHTER 30 Mn 0 Tr^ion 11-10-C- L O’Hara 

5-2 Sttibftlff. 7-2 Adii. j-i Criary Dm 6-i Eellc fiK£. Djw 3fl). 8 -i Pmps 
Lane 12-1 oJur. 


3.25 HUGH BARCLAY CHALLENGE CUP 

(Handicap chase: £3.493:2m) (4) 

1 4212 iWIWIWT25(C.GtFMc«iwi1i 10-12-0. . A Dobbin 

2 1122 BOLD BOSS 10 1CD8F.G.S1 D m»c 6-H-12 B Storey 

2 3P32 COQU LAME 23 (BF.GjS) J [fin 10-ID—a D Parker 

4 356P TEEJAYTTAITCH 25 J GoMie 5-10-0 .... 0 CjM 

10-11 Mi Kntrt. 6-4 BoM Bca 6-1 Cw» Law. 20-1 Iee(ay N A1W1 

4.00 AYRSHIRE YEOMANRY CUP HANDICAP 

HURDLE (£2.924- 2m 41) (8) 

1 F410 OAT COUTURE 15 (CO.G.fl) L L'jnqo 9-12-0 R fl™*? 
7 -411 MGLET0l^8(aS)CMaaa](ianS-lT-.l3 B Sorry 

3 0652 ELATION 6 (F.GI'3 Ridwnfc vi 1-5 . . A Dobbin 

4 ® LWMGATE77D(C.G.S) LLun?)SHl-5. MFoster 

5 5134 HELP or VBDNB(F.G) Ui-.AS*rt*cu* 7-U-i J Supple 

6 14-3 JUBRAN 164 |DJ) J Dodtfc 11-M-fc R 6u«4 

7 FO-1 BWJMfflt 7S (V.S) D Uonan 5-10-3 . OJMoflaD 

5 .4* STINGRAY CtTY 14 (T,G| R Ud'dla 3-10-0 Q Palm 

H-4 h^douan '-2riaTtouOFC 4-1 Jubnn6-l ReWOlv'caiXt 7-1 Bremen. 8- 
1 Llnrsph 10-1 Mher, 

4.30 P0LYFL0R HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.548- 3m If) (7} 

1 3534 DARK QAh 2B |C D.F.G.3) J Cnrtu It I’-O R Goea 

2 F425 niCOLCAN ?1 ICD.F SI Ur. J GctAIVw 10-11-6 fy boaiey 

3 -P34 VBXAfiE RSWEEfi 12 (F.CS) P Ca»wt 10-n-a r Hero 

1 OP-O BARNEY RUBBLE 7B (Cff.D S) 0 WMLue. 12-10 11) D Bulky 
i 0051 f ABWEY GIEN 11 (F.G.SJ J 1 0Ncril 10-10 fi A Dabta 

t -421 AMI ME LATER 32 I6.il Ur. 3 Budunr B-IO-4 MFnsfcr 
7 PF44 FUNNY OLD CAME 25 (C^l 0 McCw 10-10-0 

MtiacJ Human |3| 

5-4 f.vncK ram 4-1 P.irt Oak. All Me I aln b-l rjlcoli>ifL 7-: Vin j>. Ramin.,. 
10-1 RubDIe. 10 i Fumy Old r.imc 

5.00 AYR STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT 
FLAT RACE (£1.035: 2m) (9) 

1 3-1 LORO P0OG5N 42 ICD.GI P MflattUh &■; I-11 A OoWHn 
Z 51 MACS SUPREME 22 iD.CI F rAjfpte i n ; 11 

naiad Brennan |3| 

2 0 LMDKM3WS22JCturtior* 114 KJoWBrn 

l ABOVE THE CRASS 0 fatwr.cn 6-10-13 F Pmau 

5 HTGH CELLESIE M Imfiuto C-10-13 C McComuck (7l 

6 AUWCH J Bar/ 4-10-10 . . M Uukyicv 

7 CASTLE CLEAR »- U Roi-h-y 4-1 ri-10 P mJ 

8 MWdOUX C Hiram*. 4-10-10 N iWm .71 

9 IffGOE scon J [MVF 4-10-5 ft Gunl 


5-7 lad Podr-lJ 3-1 fAits Supaw. -1 Ladle Clear fi r Hujb cen-ii- 
AmMdi 7-1 Um'ioir. 16-1 Urd Krone. 2U-1 ullva-, 

COURSE SPEC1AUSTS 

TRAINERS' G Kitfrjnfc. 49 iviritaj L«n 191 njmur. J.S I 

Rurclev. 38 Iran 161 73i.\ C Ihomlna 5 Iwm 25 20(1^, j i 
OHail TtlhomiuG 13 r. UWluiLtu 3 Iran ifi 18 9*- r. FvWtiH 
161'oni IU9. H.T- 

JECAFiS R iffife 9 aannor; tram r nJrt. 25171., p ;g 
nciil 1M. 33 T', AOoMnn 33 Iroin 161 Vt'jT. JZmir 
■ 7 7*- O C-Vdl. 11 Horn ri IS V- B Siren, 76 Bren 17-1 14 S'*. M 
Mobm>7 t bum ti7 11 0", 

Tribune makes it four 

TRIBUNE recorded his fourth victory in 
succession at Ayr yesterday to cam a trip m 
Ascot later this month. Mis trainer. Chris 
Thornton, nominated the Alpine Meadow 
Handicap Hurdle at Ascot on March as a 
prohahlc large! after (he 2-1 favourite had won 
James Bareiuy Memorial Handicap Hurdle 
hy six lengths from Leading Pruspeii. 


TO UNDERER 

2.10 Ramsey Hope. 2.40 Cyrian. 3.15 Foot Battalion. 
3.45 ChemcasL 4.15 State Of Caution. 4.50 Chilling. 
5.25 Calendula. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent: 

4.1S World Premier. 5^5 CALENDULA (nap). 


GOING: STANDARD DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE SIS 

2.10 MANNY BEHNSTBN HANDICAP 

(Divl £4,481: 51) (9 runners) 

1 1-26 BOLD EFFORT 8 (V.BFJ&S) K Curawigharn-Biown 5-6-10 

TUmnB 

2 3401 RAMSEY HOPE 9 (V.C0J.6)CF«rMrt 44M3 ... KFMonT 

3 50-3 SING WITH THE BAUD 17 IDE.G) B McMafttm 6-0-10 

L Newton 9 

4 2211 KALAR 35 IBjCO J.G) D Cttapnsn B-8-9 . ACMtOnefl 

5 00-5 KJRAT5(G0.F.6ME»ir 7-fl-R RUn»3 

E 5232 BOLD FR0N1TER B (B.CO.0IK (vary 5^-1 M J Dwysr (3) 5 
7 050- SO HTREBD 123 (C.OJ.G^I) J Bradley 7-3-1 lOunKKkl 

3 50-0 SAHQ l5lD.fi) A Butn 4-B-Q.. D WOghl 2 

<j 0055 RBWYHOLhE 7 (V.CD.G) 4 HdhertM 6-7 10 J Branbfl p) 4 

5-2 RaraseyHnpt 7-2 Bold Frontier. 5-1 BoM ffln 6-1 5ng WBi 71* Band. 7-1 
felor. 3-1 lira. ID-T So hfiqrel. 12-1 ahen 


2.40 MANNY BERNSTEIN BOOKMAKERS MAIDEN 

STAKES (3-Y-O. £3.420’ 1m 100yd) (9) 

1 CYRIAN P Cde M. T Oumn 6 

2 . 0- HASrat BOBBY 93 R Bus. 9-0 . _ .. M Tebbuti 2 

3 220- SWISS COAST 171 N TtfiUer M _ . . .. KrnlTrfter5 

i 636 WEETAND SEE24fiHoHurfcad9-0__ D&i(Bb(5)S 

5 6 ALAGNA 16 S WiSrare 5-9 . . K Fatal 1 

fi 455- BABY JAflE 194 FI Goes 3-9 ... . M WXjnam 9 

7 000- MANHATTAN DIAMOND 99 A bMv B-9. D Wn^H 7 

6 03 SOLAR OAWN 9 M Johmlor B-9.DMcKuowiM 

9 06- 7AY0WAIW 1S9 H Honaa’ 4-9.. CRiBer3 

S-2 Sobi Dam. 3-1 C*ran. 9-2 Smss Coat. 5-1 Baby Jane. 7-1 We el Am See. 
8-1 Master Bnbty 10-1 after, 

3.15 MANNY BE31NS7BN BOOKMAKERS 
CONDmONS STAKES (£3.355 1m 100yd) (6) 

1 0-22 SABOT 31 (F) 6 Thantsn 4-9-70 DMcKmmff 

2 135- SUEZ TORNADO 213 (D.G) E AWan 4-9-10_ 5 Dram 6 

3 34-1 ZURS 35 (D.G1 Mcsi G Kebnar 4-9-iQ KFMkn3 

4 134- BLLAD0IE 38r (D.G) R Bass 4-9-5. M TeMUl 2 

5 6342 PATER NOSTER 10 (D.G.S) J A Hants 8-9-5 . T am 1 

6 1032 FOOT BATTALION 3 (C.G) R HoIGnsfiead J-8-4. FLvndl (3)5 
7-4 Saba. £-2 ir,. 9-2 Raei N(Wo. 5-1 Foal BaMwn. IQ -1 BilLrfde. 12-1 
SiE. 1 Tornado 

3.45 MANNY BERNSTEIN HANDICAP 

(Dtvll £4,457:50(8) 

1 15-1 CRETAN GFT 8 (V.CD.F.G) N Lfitowden 6-iO-fl 

TG McLauMnl 

2 053- ANSELLMAN 106 (DJ.G.fl) J B?ny 7-9-0 . _ £ Carter 5 

3 6126 ROM MAGIC 14 (F.Gl l Mmawe Hall S -&-7 f Lynch p) 6 

4 0243 BR0AD5TAIRS BEAUTY 8 I0.F.G.S) 0 Shm 7-8-4 JTSwm 2 

5 B3-1 THE HAPPY FOX 17 (CO.F.Gl B UcMabon 5-8-4 S TMitoti (7) 7 

6 2260 COMCAST 17 (B.0.F.0UE r , 4 . 7 - 1 ; ... TWfemia 

1 366- WEET EES BRL 190 (D.G) P Ew. V7-10 J F Egan 4 

8 4030 31AO0W JURY 3 (B.CD.F.G.S) 0 Chapnari 7-T-ld N KotS; 3 
Tl-4 navi Sill 7-2 Hi Hamv Fra •».; BfMtutsjr-, Beaiv 5-1 Robq Marc 
triads* Jt< 8-1 Oionua 

4.15 MANNY BERNSTEIN BOOKMAKERS 

LINCOLN TRIAL (Handicap £14.135:1m 100yd) (13) 

! ft itt/j:) p “.wl 4 - 10-0 . g Duiwd 10 

. 00-1 NEV) oEHiURY 10 ii.Hf,G) E Wthtfl; 5-9-11 Ate* Greaves 9 
3 500- WORLD PREMIER 125 ( F&|£ Bo rjul 4 .j.q 7 

-Jl 1 5SEi«m" ' KM.OI i BmU 4-9-7 . M 5 

l 4it W DBI»d3El3 

5 5I'*<D-0)PCoi.:4-M . HMnll 

• Oil- PERWN fAYR£ 1^6 (D.fjJi j Cotry S-fl-13 T EDurctti 19 B 
fl 64|fi DUKE VALENTW 0 7 fCO.G) R SSSmI** H 

^ -131 iWTE of CAUTION 5 (aGiC.^ B 4-5-9 6 

UTjO.Gp W; f iruMieu J-.V8 5 Drtwne A 

It 221 RAMflO WALTIHt 8 ,CO.f G.S) D.S M 

12 1120 ANOftYM J 6 (B.CD.F.CI J I»ic 5-7-12 
J 1 3'S- «BT 126 iV.Gil D 4-M; T CtoS 2 

1-2 Nire V-rntU 1 # i-1 ft-ii Itanine £.| [Wu Admi 7.1 n , 

HmtM Foil 10-1 Fuib Lip; Or ^ 

4.50 MANNY BERNSTEIN BOOKMAKERS 
WOLVERHAMPTON SELLING STAK™^^ 

(3-Y-0- £4.085.60 (9) 

I 5554 CONTRAVENE 15 iCD.F.Gi J Brrr* a. * 1 p .« •* 

i 3? ■ SS SBfflffit' » Wg} 

6 0-30 MY GIRL * H,”. fi J * - P P ?SSf™ \ 

9 01* mintmvKJSieiS&t; ‘ " l ^K! 


e'p^* e-T Advance Reao. 10-1 

\ II lG<= ^ 

4 5J34 PHEMtfR DAfJCnY » C nc P E ' M Ftmcri 5 

ftmwc, tet* Fl<clhn - & 1 Sh*Yi. 7-1 Efed***. B-l 

COURSE SPECIAI IRTS 


TRAWERS .1 tun,- ; 


46 from 7(i: I i »» M Mndon. 

\iir. r D.w 8 k™ * , J p< ^ • *«m «- 

TuM-j < tom . ' n ' - 1 toftwfcy. imn22.18 N 

;:S'v h r n 0\ Ate liruvfc;. 9 

i?af»S 5 £- 
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RACI NG: CHANNON-TRAINED HURDLER OFFERS EXCELLENT EACH-WAY VALUE IN IMPERIAL GUP 

Danegold to,pay handsome dividend 
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By Richard Evans 

RACING CORRESPONDENT 

THE Sunderlands Imperial 
Cup, a traditional appetiser 
for nexr week's Cheltenham 
feast, serves up a fascinating 
choice for punters at Sandnwn 
today. Should they trust their 
eyes or the form book in the 
search for the winner? 

Those who saw More Dash 
Thancash make a field of 
handicappers resemble can- 
horses when winning at Don¬ 
caster seven days ago wiU be 
tempted to back the fast im¬ 
proving Merrita Jones-trained 
runner to follow up. 


Graham Bradley was banned 
for seven days after taking the 
wrong course at Exeter yester¬ 
day.^ Bradley, on Carole's 
Crusader in file novices’ * 
chase, went the wrong side of 
the fourth-last fence; which 
had been dolled off. 


An even more eye-catching 
victory by Docfoor at 
San down three weeks ago — 
which came 12 days after the 
horse's conditional jockey was 
suspended for four days under 
the non-triers' rule at 
Chepstow — left onlookers 
with the strong impression 
there was bags of improve¬ 
ment left in the Martin Pipe- 
trained winner. 

Nor surprisingly, both hors¬ 
es have been in demand since 
the ante-post prices came out ■ 
earlier this week. The pair 
have solid claims, although it' 
is possible to pick hales in 



More Dash Thancash seeks a fourth consecutive victory in the Sunderlands Imperial Cup at Sandown today 


their achievements. DoclDor's 
success, in a five-runner race, 
was gained in a particularly 
slow time, while More Dash 
Thancash's hurdling left 
something to desired. 

While the two market lead¬ 
ers are clearly on the upgrade, 
there are four other runners 


with form every bit as good 
and who will be on offer at 
longer prices. 

Mr Percy has done little 
wrong this term, winning 
twice at the right-handed 
Huntingdon track before re¬ 
cording his best performance 
behind Shadow Leader at 


Newbury four weeks ago. hi :i 
race dominated down the 
years by five- and six-year- 
olds with a light weight, 
Foresral still looks on a fair 
mark after winning a competi¬ 
tive Cheltenham handicap. 

Paul Webber has his siring 
in tap farm and Carlitn 


Brigante will relish fodaj's 
sounder-surface after winning 
well on unsuitably heavy 
ground at Wether by ten days 
ago. However, the runner that 
is hugely over-priced at 20-1 
with William Hill and argu¬ 
ably possesses the best form 
credentials is Danegold. 


The Mick Charmon-trained 
five-year-old was rather-disap¬ 
pointing on the Hat last year, 
having won four races as a 
three-year-old. including a 
Sandown handicap. However, 
he has taken well to hurdling 
and. after a couple of aghters. 
he comfortably landed a nov¬ 
ice event at Windsor. 

However, the form which 
gives him a cracking each-way 
chance here came at Chelten¬ 
ham six weeks ago when he 
finished third, beaten just over 
six lengths, to Boardroom 
Shuffle, who runs in the 
Champion Hurdle on Tues¬ 
day. In a East-run race, he had 
every chance at the last and 
the form looks solid with the 
winner and fourth-placed 
Rangitikei having won since 
at Newbury- 

Richard Hughes has ridden 
the horse in four of his five 
career wins and with the 
stylish dual purpose jockey on 
board again today, Danegold 
is a sporting nap. 

Away from the gaze of the 
television cameras. Ask Me 
Later looks to be on a winning 
mark in the Polyflor Handi¬ 
cap Chase at Ayr (430). Un¬ 
like novice hurdlers, novice 
chasers are often leniently 
treated in handicaps and the 
way in which Susan Brad- 
bume's eight-year-old won at 
Newcastle three weeks ago 
suggests he can fallow up off 
his light weight. The form of 
his recent win was boosted 
when the runner-up. River 
Unshiun. won ar Weiherby 
recently. 
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SANDOWN PARK 


1 -55 Sectric Committee 
2.25 Hurricane Lamp 
255 Kelly Mac 


THUNDERER 

3.30- Scottish Bambi 
4.05 CARLTFO BRIGANTE (nap) 
4.40 Aardwoff 
5.15 Desert Way 


The Times Private Handicapper's top rating: 
2.25 HURRICANE LAMP. 

Carl Evans: 155 Mister Main Man. 


GOING: GOOD 


* TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


Sl^ 


GUIDE TO OUR IN-UNE RACECARD 


tot. 113143 eomniEsiaiwr.asMMsDUiins^iB^uiir^ 


BW KA{7) 88 


factoid rtoi bo. Sa-kgue hum (f — (ell P-- 
pUled up. U~ unrated into. H —brougN 
dm S—slipped up fl— refused D — 
“ d) Hone's rape top. epee tod 
F H (tat (ft — Unm V- wan H - 
E — EvMeeW C—cwrcmwna D — 
dfcdance timer CD —const and distance 


me Bf — beaten bruits ft btesi race) 
Gong m ntidi huso tus m [F — rent, good to 
Am. /tad. G- ; good 5 - art. good n sot 
Iraw). Owner in rac tit. liana Age Su 
wsgM Rifli-i p*rj any aflnorax Tie; Tires 
ftitfife Handicappetrating 


T 


1 .55 DICK McCRBEHY HUNTERS CHASE 

(Amateurs.£2.684:2m 4f 110yd] (6 runners) 

101 F41RF4 HCXH.T0NLAD31 (0£S)D Mum 13-124__„ Uajnr S J Rottem 

IIS PP-P2 ARCHIES OATS BP (S) (J Tdco-tf-ifU J Trfce-Roiptt B-12-0_JTitoflaWi 

UB 2322- BSRWGS DASHER 296(F) (J AfUl) Un J RUtaisra 10-1241. . IIIMttm 

104 P^RHF ELECTTUC KBOSTTH 14P (G) |J tartar) A Wood 7-13-fl.. Captti Atari 

105 523-1 MISTER MAM MAN IV (F.&5) (C Kbm*) C Sportwg O-IZ-O... SSpobwg 

I* PRP-P2 TAUREAH VFCOOK BP(fj£$} (0 HUirnsJ 0 W*ns 13-1M MnforOOwood 

BETTHG; 6-4 Idtster Mun Man. 4-T TaurM Tycoon. 9-2 /Mtedot Ud, S-1 Andiles Otis. 7-1 Baninas 
10-i Baflrt * 


an 

20? 

203 

2W 

3B 

206 

207 

ara 

209 

no 

211 

212 

273 


SO 


01 - 
Das/w. 


1996: TIE tUUOfl GEtRM. 0-11-7 Capkn A Oodan (15-8 bu) G Rktanfa 5 so 

2.25 BUSHY PARK HATBHAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2,957; 2m 110yd ) [13 rumers) 

16-112 HURRICANE LAW 43 (BOJF&S) (F *Mdi) D Mdutson 6-11-12— A Thornton 
1/615 OOOMHGICMI2BIB3»aD-Bmn)0ShmMWd7-11-7— JDabon 87 

102-14P SOUrDSUKERM42 (F,G)(khH BnMt] MbstiKrigM6-11-7.'.-JFUfcy 72 

006 CAUIDQMIH15 Mr A Kates) 7 Casey 6-11-2...:-DBrit^trater 75 

U04IOO «JBH 15ISTtotWI)6OndesJones6-11-2-IfrACtatoJonu 65 

KNOCK STAR (J MWJ R-Onmpton 6-11-2-—:- J Raton - 

3JH45Z lWa.YBKOUNra22 pMFSatastaBlfcM Jcnes 6 - 11 - 2 —... .. D Byrne 64 

B-24522 NEAT FEW 29 (R (Food Mbs] 0 B»orft 6-11-2--- PHofcy 82 

QOOP-FP 5TARUEHT FOffi. 30 (B) P B«n) K Baley 6-11-2..W McFarland - 

03/0 THE R,YW6 DOCTOft 28 (Hunbto Itodng) G BaUng 7-11-2.-Bferton - 

2- TDM WttH 415 Wb D CteesOTvartMoo) G Bzidtog &-11-2---R Greet® 78 

412-3F WEE KMG21 (BfjB) CO Iflna) J Od 7-11-2...GUt»n 00 

2S aOSE HA1MWY 21 [Itoaeo EKatXfit) N Ibntasan 5-1IM1. H AHtzgenid - 

SETTING: M ftefone Larap. W Dmnhgion. 6-1 «n» Umfy Eoconttf. 9-1 Santa lie fin. 12-7 

dose tommy. MeN Fai, 14-4 oOkb. 

_ 189ft HgWElTA HOWARD B-10-B G Hogan. (13-2) Hts D Katoe 15 m _ 

2.55 BARCLAYS BANK HANDICAP HURDLE 

(Amateurs: £4,065:2m 110yd) (6 numeral 

301 

302 

303 

305 

306 


60213/3 COLOSSUS OF ROADS 21 (D.F.G) (0 Mtaml T Thomson Jonas B-12-7. _ 

2S-12PQ RtONNGOLD 15 ItUOfllfftrtnasITCarey5-11-11 -.—.MaJorG 1 

55-3654 KELLY MAC 21 (0 JJ AS V OWen) 0 (TBtwi 7-1M0-MapvOB«aidm 91 

m jmKmnto&lkitaRBiiMBrS-ll-ID .CapdtoDMreJlHteyb) 89 

040-553 D6SEHTCALM 11F[fl Fb6bi)P Ewns&-11-6-»J/89wQ M 

(VP2-043 BBWHEB.flLL1B(F,G) (JteDSWnan}JJHtoi8'11'5- MbsVHbWi(7) S 

BFTTUffiC 5,2 Jom Khg. 3-1 Cotosao a Roads. 7-2 Kdy Mac. M hn N Bod. 10-1 dm. 

199& SOCIETY GUEST TO-11-3 Captato A Ogden (15-2] A Terra 8 on 

FORM FOCUS 


COLOSSUS OF ROADS 10HI 3rd nl 9 to More 
ten Dm Cash to handicap tutfe at Wndur 
(2m. mod) KELLY IHC<(7B» ha*» offlJW 
m. jCfirMNStef Uullktoi 3) h«jMtento 
d FortwsJI (2hi 2L good In Snfl. OESBtt CALM 


81 M to Dart KQhfengate in 
Wncadret (2m. good to Bmd. BSE 
9MI 3rd to Sham* n hmfiap I 
/2n^1^od to^t) 


huda d 
Bll 
W* i Ibv 


3.30 BUMT OAK A SPECIAL CARGO NOVICES CHASE _ 

(£4,463-2m) (6 runners) 

401 1212P1 SCOTTSH BAMB111 (D/,GJS) IWAdMPJhAba 9-11-6 . . JOstwne 97 

AtE 157467 WSUSlmCWJ(bffiimUdSrdiiKMStrvnJ U* UARCgefM 85 
403 32-F24U BL7JRCASTLE 7 (BfJ) (HjglfljtfslGBalding6-11' BFtsfon® 

-404 34P-3PS OCEKA 94 (D ItarnMnl C Smtto 8-H-2 H Hunger 75 

405 BPR523 TCATHYARDS BOY44 (0.G.S) (l Uurgan) 0 UcCahi 7-11-2 OWdsii 54 

406 4072642 JULHTJONES 11 (S) fJ Ptadtortl] J GOtasd B-10-11 . L AspeN {3| 79 

BETTWSl 7-4 Bta CaslJe. 9-4 SuNrne Ftflw. 3-1 ScaUsn Bam*. 6-1 Juled Jonov, 14-1 often 

1996: LORD 00RCFT 6-11-10 A f McCoy (2-1) J Burton A an 


FORM FOCUS 


SCOTTEH BAMBI bead CNB Wind 41 n B-runaer 
hsniSap das w d Laias/a rm U good) 
SUSLftfe FRUMI bni Jud Brace 31 n 7-nim 
mnm» daas M Daaaaa (2m 110 yd. good) mb 
BLAIR CASTLE Wl 5lh Eater be* Formal torta- 
ion H in OHUimer novice dase al Sontfreell (an, 
□oodl tadb CFEDCA (3tnmrse ofl) tailed oil £4h 
BLAIR CASTLE 23 Iasi o) 4 to Milipii m oode 11 


Michael Page Group Kingmaker Nowes Chase * 
YfawxA lA 7i good) pemSnOa sbd. 
WATHYAHDS BOY abort 321 3n) oi 4 to Flying 
hsmiflw n nonce dnse at HaydocK (2m. good) 
JULEri JONES best rflori fftoi H 2nd of ? to 
Lance AmElrong n homhap chase d Lareeaw 
12m 41 110yd. oood) 

Setedkav BLAfi CASTLE 


4.05 SUNDBUJUOS IMPERIAL CUP 

(Handicap hurdle: £21,456:2m 110yd) (18 runners) 

501 20-1435 SLVB? GROOM 28 fCOJjSJ fSTtar tttohgsi fi A*ehu-a i-1113 ■ 

502 4-16520 CHIB’S StM628(COED)(Mn; A [levirei S Do. 7-il-B 

503 50-2010 KADASniQF Z1 (D.G^)(« Pawn) Rftdm Mi-B 

504 121132 LADY DAISY 14 (D.G) !P Kelml A IMlw. (Vs) 611' 

505 360-312 STAR RAGE 14 (D8FJ.G) (P AbeiTI J L tonr. 7-11-7 

506 12315-F SHANKAR 16 (DJBF.B.SJ (lratmdmni Piymnd) D KttStolan 6- U-b 

507 06-3001 EXPRESS GFT 22 (C0.G5) [MHomctl Mr.MftevHrr? "-4 

508 614-F06 MNGSR1LDPET 14(D.G.S)(Eamol6Ntre1 Mtomes.3-11-1 

50B 1-11212 CHM-YD72 (D.&S) Tl Vtoeyi J OW 7-11-0 

510 31T4II 5W6NGE0GF 14 |D.FD^I (0 Grahaml I Eastern* S-tl-P 

511 5-11F32 WPBLCY2B(Dr itlF RnsenareTs Wdo. S San jiiwa HO 12 

512 13-3536 GROUND NUT 16 (D SS) Ml fi Kasin! H Butitei MO 1 1 

513 100/31 DOCTOOR 23 (CDD) (ABfcdE) M Pipe 710-10 

514. 21/3111 MORE DASH THANCASH 7 (DEG) (T Us M Jonei 7-10-6 

515 311-341 FORESTAL 42 (D.G.S) |S Gn*fti| S Gnlhfts VlO-5 

516 244141 CAHUIO BRIGANTE 10 (Di.&) (lad* BandBidiF Wthr« 5-10-0 

517 0-213 DANEGOLD 42 (VD.G) (Cecular Disrttdcci U Cnanmri 5 rft-0 
SIB 535021 SAMAMD 22 (DJ.Gj tMagnni fonstmaranl Mr-. I T^Wati MO O 

Long banticap: Carilto Bngaae 9 . 12 . Danegold 9-11. 'jnawi 96 

ffiTTWG: 3-T Doclra, 6-1 More teh Dawash 7-1 Star (Ugc 11-1 ihmmg Edge '*«• 

CarUto Bnganla. Faedai. 14-i often. 

1996; AMANC10 5-10-8 M A FO/gnaU (5-l| I.. Hjrawd " >an 

FORM FOCUS 


5Ryan(5) 96 
RDuiWMdy 92 
XAhpunu71 91 
t-FSwan 92 
Dtofaghei 96 
WMamon W 
N Wtowtson 90 
DSJiyrme 95 
G Upum 90 
GHraHev 96 
L Asprt (3| 95 
G Supple (5| 96 
APMcCoy 94 
0 Byrne © 
UMknpttj 94 
.irisbornc 97 
RHughm 99 
UP«.« ffi 1 


vo lMLidytaici 


KADASTROF bed Antbledde 31 in 14-mnra 
handicap Itirdle at Chepstow (2m liOyd. good) 
penuOknate 'Jan vnft DOCTOOR (Bft none oil) 
End 3rd CHAMfD 1141 2nd ot 4 to ASwrvne n 
handcap hath 4 KenyAm (2m. good to lemi 
Ptewwdy Deal nppnw 121 11 4-nmnei Imtcr 
lURle al ClteBenham (2m 1L good) with FQRE5T- 
AL (2b nose off) even chance when M tod 
SHIlsJG EDGE beaf STAR RAffi tab beOn oil 
1141 m 9-nn» hmtoav Iwdte H Doncaster (2tn 
110yd. good) MR PEWJY 41 2nd ot 15 to Sto*** 


leads qi novice teedle j) fWtnn (2m 110yd 
good) DOCTOOR bed fiovJi l vrni y m 5 unnei 
cnaiitiMidh tartKap tunrtl- 'rtt 1 cror'-e .«»l dr. 
lance igood to adit MORE DASH IHAN CASH 
bear Hotda-. Hill 51 in 0 maae tgridiuiD nuidle A 
Donustw ilm 110 yd govdi 
FORE ST AL baa EWna .'v-l in 14-nnn tueidicap 
hurdle at rnelteidun i2m tl lyocKl) mlti 51AR 
RAGE (11b beta oft 41 Ad aid KADASTROF |2U> 
belief o(f> llV'i Sih 
Setocftan DOCTOOR trap] 


4.40 HAMBR0 COUNTRYWIDE HANDICAP CHASE 

(£6.873:3m 170yd) (7 ruwers) 


P-113P3 AAR0W0LF15 (CD.G.5J lUTr Dempster) C Brooks 611-10_ 

602264 MDNTECaT 21 |S) (U CrmeO] S MHa B-11-2 . . __ 

5P1Z2-1 FUU OF ARE SO (D,F5)I« OIM K Bntoy IHI^-I... _ - ... 

02-6351 DENVER BAY 22 ICOAS) IB toylai) J Edtad 10-11-1 . 

13U124 SAMLEE2B(D,££,SI it#ore CnnRrtKnlf'HnUiifi-tB-lt .. .. _ 

13322-1 EOSTYIPLAYHT*) (CD/F5) (Mr, 5 Panw.) R Cutta 12-10-3 - _ 

3/21/PP TOP BRASS 21 |S] (Tup Brass PMneni K Bailey 9-10-0___SMcMB - 

Long nambeap: Tup Bias 9 9. 

BETTING: 9-4 AaraaniL 7-2 Denver Bay. 9-2 Foil 01 Fir. 6-1 Sendee. Equdy Pbyer. 10-1 Itankod. 14-1 Top 
ftar, 

1996' ARTHUR'S UNSTREL 9-11-0 R Johnson ii3-0 M D Hctedeoi 5 ran 


601 

602 

603 

604 
ML 

'606 

601 


GBodley 91 
DGrtaghei - 
A Thornton (3 
LAspeflpI 96 
DBn^ar 95 
.. DMoms 94 


FORM FOCUS 


AARDIMOLF 7W 3rd erf 6 to Beiutte IM To 11 
nonce chase * Kempten (2m. good) MOHTECOT 
tailed ofl 4ih & 5 u Ai Siui in dtese * CtapsUM 
1 2m 31 HOyU, »C1. FULL OF FRE bed Smang 
UgM 1WI m 1 -ruraKt hanficap riase at E*eto |2m 
TMlOyd. soil) DENVER BAY beal HtU 01 TuHow 


head in Burner laortcap chase met course and 
mstora (good). SAAtM 26MI 4»i oi 9 to UmJ 
Gyftone in tandai chase a Unoater (ten 21. 
good) EOUTTY PLAYER bni Big Ben Don 121 In 
met tandtoap daso M Wntaor (3m. good) 
t EQUnY- 


Saiedton: 


PLAYER 


5.15 HMS SANDOWN STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FIAT RACE 

(£1,406: 2m 110yd) (21 runnas) 


BUY BOX (A Ttcfanmn) £ McCowt 5-1W . -.—... 0 artdgwater 

02 BtMUWO 31 (Us P Coopei) R Rowe 5-11-4_ L Aapel (3) 

EAGLE DANCER IE RbM) lady HenkE 5-11-4_ R Dunwoody 

EXPRESS AGAIN (T Hog) M Haynes S-u-4----J Mon 


GOLDEN EAGLE (P Ohffirtd) N HemfcKw 5-11-4...M A Ftopanid 

HOMME DE FBI (Miss M Vtrcaogadoo) K Bafley 5-11-4-C Santo (7) 

KAPCO lUptnis Wowtaock) C Breda 5-11-4 _ _ G Bradley 

« UFT 1T€ LATCH IG Paynel Mis I Mchle 5-114 .... 1. L Hanrey - 

9 LOVELY OUTLOOK (tts P tesunl R Caron 5-114 . —. D Moms - 

id 0-R MU BAY SAM 7 !D M*tos) Mr, H Jaws 6-714.-... ^ D Byrne - 

11 6 MOONRAkER-S MIRAGE 16 IW Ptny) D Beam 6-114.. P Hnfcy - 

12 SECURON GALE (Mrs R PractoO N Hmderson 5-114 - J R Havana^ - 

13 0 TAT1BAG 96 (R Srwft) R Smflh 5-114--L Sutam (7] - 

14 TBIELY MACK (J Norite) J Nnflle 5-114- - A P McCoy - 

15 PLUW’TON WOOD |D SZodrtart) J Smyft-Qsboune 5-19-13. N Wffiansai - 

16 CLARE’S SPRING (Rehtpmg Racing) R tadges 4-16-10.... T DauomiM (3) - 

17 DESERT WAY iWWbi> Btartaod) Mta H KwgW 4-10-10-J CuMy - 

(8 FORTUNES FLIGHT |tts A tend J lOnp 4-1D-10 . . . 1 J Murphy - 

19 SATELLITE EXPRESS iStrep taring) S Snarl 4-10-10 . W Maoton - 

■V 30 SIR PRIZE 14 (U Hoodstoctt G BaWng 4-10-10.. B CMtord - 

2i KABYUE QUEST (A P*") R (Mm 4-10-5__ X Aepro (7) — 

BETTING: 7-2 Dewn Way. 4-1 bdflen Eagle 5-1 EUMIiid. 6-1 Secrai Gate. 7-1 Eagle Dancer. 6-1 Homme De 
i« 10 -i Kapen. 12-1 odre' 

1996 MARCMNG MARQUB 5-114 R Dmmody (9-21N Ounce 22 ran 


Course specialists 

SANDOWN PARK: Trainers: D Nicholson, 31 winners Rom 90 runners, 34.4%; 
Mrs M Reveiev. 7 Rom 24. 29 2%: J Old. 11 from 39.28 2%: R Hodges. 6 from 
27,222%. Miss H Knight. 6 from 30.20.0%: S Dow. 5 from 25.20 0%. Jockeys: 
R Dunwoodv.31 from 105.29 5%. J Radtoo. 3 from 14,21.4%: Major O EHwood. 
3 Rom 75. 3C»0%. J Trttev. 4 from 21. 19 0%; L Harvey. 4 from 22. 18-2%; A P 
McCoy. 9 Rom 50. 18 0% 

CHEPSTOW: Trainers: D Nicholson. 16 winners from 55 runners. 29.1%: M 
Pipe. 61 from 197. 25 9%. J Old. 7 Irom 34. 20.6%; P Nicholis. 12 from 63. 
19 0%. Fi Dicker 3 front 22. 13 6%. A Tunefl. 4 from 30, 13 3%. Jockeys: A P 
McCoy. 21 winners from 74 ndes. 28 4%. R Dunwoody. 30 from 118. 2o.4%: N 
Williamson, 4 from 18 22 2%. C Llewellyn. 15 Irom 92. 16.3%; J Kavanagh. 4 
from 27. 14 8%. R Johnson. 7 from 57.12 3% 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Wolverhampton 210 Rennyhoime 450 Julia's 

Retoilive 


Northern Bluff pick 
of marathon card 

Point-to-point by Carl Evans 


RACEGOERS in Wales have 
had a raw deal from the 
fixture list with Brecon & 
Talybont only the second 
meeting to be held there so far 
this season. 

Not surprisingly, there was 
a huge entry for today's meet¬ 
ing and a 12-race card is the 
result, a stamina test for the 
hardiest enthusiast Northern 
Shift'one of the brightest 
talents in the sport, can take 
the men’s open under Jamie 
Jukes. 

If there has been too little 
raring to date in Wales, East 
Anglia has held raring on a 
weekly basis since the season 
started. The downside of that 
is overkill and today's North 
Norfolk Harriers fixture is 
short of a star or two. _ 

Andrew Sansome faces a 
test of character, and some leg- 
pulling, at the meenng, ha wig 
been lined £150 for^violent 
and ’ improper conduct at 
Leicester on Wednesday. It 
could hardly be a case of 
“whip misuse" although be 
was found gufiiy of danraging 
an ambulance mirror with his 

slop the ambulance a lift 

back,” Sansome said, having 
fallen in the country, 
driver speeded up and caught 

my hand.” 


The rider's protests of inno¬ 
cence were ignored by the 
stewards who deemed he had 
committed a cardinal sin. 
Cardinal Red. who Sansome 
rides today, would be an 
appropriate, winner of the 
men’s open and the pair 
deserves some luck after being 
badly hampered on their 
latest start when pulling up. 

Noel Wilson and Alastair 
Crow are in good heart after 
riding four winners each last 
weekend. Wilson holds a win¬ 
ning chance on the talented 
five-year-old Castletown 
Count for Mick Easterby at 
the Derwent while Crow is 
certain to have a busy week¬ 
end. riding at the Tanalside 
today and Blankney tomor¬ 
row. Killatty Hayw an. d 
Aralier Man are among his 
fancied mounts. 

TODAY'S MEETINGS: AvonVate .a 
Bfflbay Castle. 4m north of Mar^eu^i 
iftst race 1-00); Brecon & Talybont 

coldieslej (12 SB; 

BroS^JcL3m % iJSjJSi'sEpi 

south Cornwall, Gi Trahew^ « f ?' 
iKkeafri (13.00): South EBg .Huffe 
dub. Chains. 12m 6 01 
/i Q0); Tanatade. EJ/lorH«-&vw n ' 7m 
SEraSHfBWsbWY (12-00). 

i & RMA, Tweseldown. 3 m W oi 
I (12.30). 




CHEPSTOW 


1.15 Potentate 
1.45 Belmont King 

2.15 Gods Squad 


THUNDERER 

2.45 Scoresheel 
3.20 Seattle Alley 
3.50 Donjuan Collonges 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT. (SOFT IN PLACES) 


SIS 


1 .15 THE RACING POST FOR CHELTENHAM HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£5,638- 2m 41110yd) (8 lunnecJ 

1 011-130 POTENTAJT 16 (C.F.S) U Wct&m Mi «* b nr aPIAlov 91 

1 11-2673 KHG00M(9 SHADES 15 |Bf 5| |ROuOo-s »oiih.-h »» n Ffnibwiv V7 

3 1316CS LAKE KAB8A 8 iCjG.SI (!>«■ L'** ►-■•Iw M, n 1 1' NkJdH-- I. ‘' R Johuor. Wl 

4 14-3412 MARIUS 19 IS) (Ml A Amrw.l J Criwd !1 .' P tate 9F. 

5 431-0 PURPLE SPLASH 15 (V.D.Gl 1Civi iWiWjlii"til 8i 

fi 5-22000 CALL MY GUEST 28 ID.fc.Sl lOCitt;- R 1'oMw.t ? IV Ki N VWkirejfl g 

7 4210-03 SELATAN15 (S) iStolqfr Fbcw)) 1' iu V M IniiwMdv 89 

B 1 P-3030 NlOTWac 7 (G.S) {lire Will In Pnm-jh" >f w 7 Ii- *■ V. 1 © « 

BET7NG. T14 Ktegdom C4 Stretes. 3-1 r*iaai 9.' Iww* 5 1 ttiii .-i i*: # r iton«ji: 

10-1 uwn 

1996: MAIWCR-5 A*8 9- 1 1 i;*PM(6*vilMi I '4w»mg , .... 

FORM FOCUS 


POTENTATE best eflwi bcal Prre Fiurn Fm>v 6!'» 
6mima farefcaji hudfe hue (An 1 lOyil. Ofla8 iu 
so« KINGDOM OF SHADES II 3rd of 1 to 
Came, Bov n handicap hufdto aJ Ifcutxv IJin 51. 
noodTen pmuUlmale Bart LAKE KARBA ^1 
UTof 11 to lord McMunrugh m lerricao hmlt al 
HfUmfy (3n 51, good to sum MARIUS war 


Ajmu-J lm-niii I7i (i f. n«u»< ri«iitn.t|. luudiv ii 
Ipitoiw t.-'iii U HUyj 111 -'Hi RlFtPIF 
SPLASH heal tale-, rti 1 ai«i'i-5 M n> r»rn(<' rjinle 
31 ttMMJi i.ln 41 1 iOytl U'ii>1i pmilteiide ini 
GELAIAN t'.vl id nl ii It t"i ‘*jw1 ui tuiWM' 

Indie A Kiyducl i;vn JI iK-rwIi 

Wild.® P0UN1AIL 


1.45 TDH TEN TO FOLLOW HANDICAP CHASE 

{£B,432:3m 2f 110yd) [1 mimen) 

1 UDl-241 BBH0PS HALL 164 ID^JGJSI ll 1‘ - Ml?U 

2 21F571P ffiLMONI KMG 34 (C5) (»; B tarn ' i wr. *:' (1 

3 2255/10- BUCK80ARD BOElHCE 483 (F G,S ( if. (to ton • Siriunr Silt 

4 2I1F3-1 GENERAL W0LH 15 (Gi) (Wtivnc l- tar. t! I'M (•.■■ M f- ! > 

5 41H11 GWENTWE71ffDASiaift<W! i, »' ,,,,J 1 

6 453383 SfWWGIONII (C.G,SMJCf(4v>ii iukjn9 » 

T (XM3RI 5£E ENOUGH2! (£) U Mtadcni fi * •••>< 

long Iwrtwp- Spudmgtun 3-n. Sa Ftnugh 9 IE 

BFIttHfi 7-4 Gown Write. M Gmrtane. 5-: WimJ i-H * ' C-»i'j^-ih I’-mm- c 

SpJWW. See Enough 

1996: MAJOR BELL 8-11-4 M M«.n e. .- » lYmtan-. « j 


NWiteinwn "H, 

AI' McCoy v»' 
PCirbary £6 
R Duntrioft 91 
I Hr«-Y 
Pita °1 
SHriW V 


K' -i*.attiii tu I 


FORM FOCUS 


BISHOPS HALL beal Anabfic IS*? in Ihc 11- 
iubh grade B Keny IHured Itandtoap Ouse a 
(UtnwT(3m, good). SfiJiflNT KMG brat Pvaa; 
Again 1(41 In toe r-nmur gade n Rehera! Chae 
here (3m, wad m iefl) wi pomUkiaie am 
BUCKBOARO BOUNCE bn MtoreK-51 in 6- 
um hmfleap duuk Nn&uv [2m 41, goon io 
' I GENERAL VKXJE hul 


hnni or penutan* dan 

4 ♦ 


M''<nn*n lluiil new • "'""••'i liiwln.<i 
iltn’i .ii ‘ t--,itjii'ili ijih-J I.- -ulii LIVEN11MF 
(tf.ii l.r.iAi It'll Si It' 'iitV"'' 

•f.« • mb j . jui .I. inc? - .mm a'K ifUniWiTiw 
i ;-rtj to ;'I • •.;!! III .-nj SEE FfiOUltH J ‘ ■ .(|'l i i lv 

X i it*! 1 * Mi'll’f i '.Im f • I Ij’-A!*"! HiM i" .1 

Ilft.J III* l»%. 

Seb'Clwri iVVTNIflltt 


2.1 5 PETER O'SULLEVAN NOVICES HURDLE 

(5-Y-O £13.875 2m 110yd) (9rurmers) 

I 44 ABSOLUTE Llftl 23 (B Wootloo) J UlORl 11-5 - -. PH* 82 

; 04211 BREAK THE RULES 15(0.G)(A Lonas) Mhpel 1-5. APMeCov 97 

3 201-0 BURN OUT 40(6) |lhc«Yanrr tartnatfupjJF «a 11-5. .. PCarteny - 

i 0110-21 GUOS SOUAD9 (O.G.SliRKiUmd) J Madte 11-5 N«nHn M 

5 26-313 NOPAnEJW 14(G)(MfigsailCl Mnorell-5.OGstaghte ffl 

6 410 PERCYBFWIT1MAITE31 (D.RiGtoaFigR*mg3|ndlfifcsPWWUeil£. CUa«fto ® 

: 2 ROYAL SOW AH 15 iHghmy BujneK- Sraents Lltf) Mre A Pcni3111-5.. RBunrexxfr 90 

k 11 WHATSTW VERDICT 30(D£) (S C FJTril) AO ftiai (Ire) 11-5- CFSm 98 

•i 31*71 UUTOOUA 39 (F)MsC Smfli) DNictafcor 11 -0.RJntnson 89 

HETTMfc l . - Wires I he Vfrtd 5-1 Urioqia Gods Sgiad 61 fts* Tbe Rules. B-1 No Pattern. 10-1 Ropi 

. .. 14 i Mrj/jp lim 16-1 ritas 

1W6 WERIWENTO MI-5 £ MM (5-lJ J Ureto 11 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


BUMS THE SUES beal ROYAL SCIMITAR 1 5ft 
«uifa old i'-l m iinvKe budle A Havrtoo* (2m 
•luuli GtOS SQUAD lieai tort Viba M»( n 11 
■UHici mwKr lunjif al Aelhd'bf (in heavyl NO 

PATTERN bed UMtu 0«t l!4l in 11-nana 
nuntai toedte d Plondon (2m 11. good) PERCY 
BRAITHWAITE teal rL-mlluro 141 r M-ntmo 


nHKten budte * lurtnv (2m. aort to 
BREAK THE RULES 71 4ti MMAfS TIC 
nCT teal Tempo 71 ki 20-funui maiden ludte ai 
Goman tek (2m. grad) on peiuflmfflla Start 
MOTOQUA beta ShanAitanafta H n nance 
hide al Wtavtck (2m 4 ITOed. good to tom) 
Setecdar BREAK TIC RULES 


2.45 UANGIBBY NOVICES CHASE (£2,908: 2m 3t 110yd) (6 runners) 

I *,41-122 SO«E£J«r 11 (BFJ.G) (PelLrw* ftrtneis) J Grtotd 7-11-9 P «* 90 

• 0PO7-P4 0IJM6CK5 VIEW 23 |F lucksi F Tudei Ml-?.U Grftths (7) 62 

UO-44P fiaoo 36 (Mr. J fdMdi Huftutt! r George S-11-2 . . P Cteberty 74 
a n]F0-20 MYSUC ISLE 29 (S) |Mk J HeMra) N hackee 7-11-2 _ C Unreftfn 66 

p-wp saucy s waj :h ii*-. j Broom kft. e aw*s r-n-3 . .. m shamo - 

r (T.Ti.’fc-l WITH IMPlrtflTY 24 |fc.Sl itocal L£aang Co Ud) P HUirili 6-11-2 R Johnson ® 
R{ 11MU 1 «r.ll-'AKftnperny. 4-1 MyriK Ue. 10-1 Feflon. 14-1 DunreetsIflw. 50-1 Smcy"* 
A..I 

1996 PETE 115 PARSON Ml-G j Osbane (5-2) JOUBran 

3.20 TOTE QUADP0T JUVENILE NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

1-0 (3.^88 2m 110yd) (5 iiiiinas) 

1 111435 DUCIOfl GR£€N 36 (V.DJ.Gkj Wtedaij M Pipe 1241.. J Evw 90 

61 SfUIENCf PfULERD (G)rM«Saiii*efDJ Old 11-13- .. . CUewftm W 

104 SHU GAA 14 iD.Bf .E) i4 « JJWl) 0 Chawod 11-0.J AMcCattijf 9 

i 603 SEATTLE ALLEY IB (L S P F‘armerstnp> P Woltoei 10-11-. P Caftan B2 

1-1646 COME ON IN 16 lAktci W l)nneh Grotfi H CWun 1D4L IfcRUwntonp) 98 

l'4q njf'ifc«i (orn un n: 9-2 . 

811 KMG rh i r liiWnei.i PiDIb M Shu tea. 4 1 LWw Gtem. B-i Seattle Alley. 25-1 Cmne-On h. 

1996 SHEPHtHEft REST 10-12 A fhonmn (10-1) 5 Mtatai B ran 

3.50 C0TSW0LD VALE CHASE (Handicap £3,488:2m 3t 110yd) (7 runnera) 

I f 50221 KINGS CHERRY 8 (CO.S) (1 tenHieU) J Old 9-11-10.dJBBdfro97 

Ute-101 W0IANARRUW8ff.S|iJ& JRtoftarts|MPipc9-11-6 .. .. C Maude 95 

j II5-1P4 JACOB'S WIFI IB ff.Gl *T1* Bbek Sbeep fiedt) 1' Webba 7-11-4 .. . RWamy B9 

i W062fi' DONJUAN C0L10NGES355(S|(ROgdenJ 1 Fu®v6-11-4 . _ PCartonYflB 

1J4P0P BENJAMIN LANCASTER 231C.OS) |M GrAnt M CfBla 13-10-10 . M GrtBhs (7) 95 
»• Tf?«- PFRittN SW0«a ret fSl (Fwtf Film Raangl 0 (Wtotaon H-1S-7. R Uasssf (3) - 

; -J4.V |-rniF 1 MASTFR 8 fBF) Wra Admni Sn Fknar iaftrt)« BuWP 9-10-5 B Port @ 

hi-T11NC A : uarirjfi Ann. Fo-un r .Bwd 7 2 Nngs Oiroi 6-1 Cart Msstei. B-1 Donn&n CoHonges. KM 

.. Ai '."JO-- 1' " Recwjinn. '.4K<Ui I 

1996 BUIS LIE ' 10-7 G Tomer (5-21P Rotate 7 ran 


Jovie King can 
further reward 
shrewd Buckler 


CHEPSTOW 

BBC1 

Sriatao showed enough 
last time to merit the vote. 
David Gandolfo's represen¬ 
tative weakened on the run- 
in at Haydock but shuutd be 
sharper now. Although Po¬ 
tentate loves this track, he 
looks harshly handicapped. 
Tbe same applies to Marius, 
while Lake Kariba might 
prefer a sriffer test. The 
danger is Kingdom Of 
Shades, who may have 
found the ground too quick 
when jdisappqjnripg ar 
rlaydocK most recently. 

1.45: Given time can make 
the most of a significant 
weight concession from Gen¬ 
eral Wolfe. Andy Tumell's 
gelding, who holds SpufT- 
ingion on a recent encounter, 
thrives on soft ground and 
has winning fortn over rhe 
course and distance. An easy 
surface is a must for Bel¬ 
mont King, who beat Trying 
Again over this course three 
mDnihs ago. Although stam¬ 
ina is his (one. he faces a 
srifTer task from a 71b higher 
mark. Buckboard Bounce 
and Bishops- Had. both re¬ 
turning after lengthy ab¬ 
sences," are being aimed at 
the Grand National 

2.15: What's The Verdict has 
won both his starts over 
hurdles without suggesting 
he is out of the ordinary. 
There should again be little 
between Break The Rules 
and Royal Scimitar on recent 
Haydock running. They 
have prospects but prefer¬ 
ence is far Motoqua, an in¬ 
form mare from an in-form 
stable. Her ability to stay 
bo^and tfto miles is an asset 
in this competitive race. 

Julian Muscat 

SANDOWN PARK 

CHANNEL4 

2S5: Jovie King arguably 
needs to improve to win 
here, but there are sound 
reasons for thinking he is up 
to the task. After making his 
debut over hurdles, the five- 
year-old was bought by Bob 
Buckler on the recommenda¬ 
tion of Brendan Powell, and 
he showed much'improved 
form to win a small race at 
Fontwell last month. He was 
not ftilly wound up on that 
occasion and his shrewd 
trainer expects considerable 
improvement, especially cm 



TODAY'S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 


decent ground. Colossus Of 
Roads looks the main dan¬ 
ger. The winner of two races 
in 1995, he missed last sea- 
sun bur ran creditably be¬ 
hind More Dash Thancash 
on his reappearance at 
Windsor Three weeks ago. 

3.30: With Paul Webber’s 
horses in cracking form, 
Scottish Bambi gets the 
vote. Best cm right-handed 
tracks, he did well to defy lop 
weight when winning a 
handicap at Leicester 11 days 
ago and the form was boost¬ 
ed when Chill Wind, the 
runner-up, won at Carlisle 
on Thursday. Blair Castle 
was sent off favourite to beat 
Sublime Fellow at Doncaster 
last Saturday but. not for the 
first time, his jumping let 
him down. This is not the 
easiest course for a norice 



Nap: DANEGOLD 
(4.05 Sandown Park) 

Next best: Ask Me Later 
(4 JO Ayr) 


Tumell: Chepstow chance 

and Sublime Fellow looks 
the main danger. 

4.05: see left. 

4.40: Aardwolf has solid 
claims judged on his early 
season form, but has slightly 
lost his way. Ftill Of Fire 
returns after an SO-day ab¬ 
sence and Denver Bay is 
preferred. He relished die 
step up in trip over course 
and distance last time when 
outbattling Hill Of TbUow, 
with the third horse more 
than 20 lengths away. The 
Ten-year-old jumped particu¬ 
larly well that day and looks 
capable of following up off a 
41b higher mark. Equity 
Player, who should appreci¬ 
ate the stiff finish, is not out 
of it 

Richard Evans 


RACING NEXT WEEK 

MONDAY; Plumpton (Hrsl race, 2.10), 
Sfrartocd (220). Taunton (2.00) 
TUESDAY: Cheltenham (CX. 200). 
Forttwefl Park (2.10), Sedge Raid (2 20) 
WEDNESDAY: Cheltenham [C4,2.35), 
Huntingdon (1.50). Newton Abbo) 
£10). 

THURSDAY: Cheltenham (C4. 2.00), 
Hexham (225), Ungfield Pato (AW. 
2.45) 

FRIDAY: Fakenham (2.10), Folkestone 
(2.00), Southwefl (AW. 220) 
SATURDAY: Hereford (2 20). Lingfiefcl 
Park (210), Nawtoasfle (215).U(tox8ter 
(04, 1245). Wolverhampton (AW. 
7.00) 

Flat meetings in bold 
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IRISH LOTTERY RESULT 

0930 T 62 441 


■Jw.m.b«U3i taj 


Pickun the phone 

PICK VP A B10TREEBET 

FOR FIRST TIME TELEPHONE CALLERS 
staking £25 or more using Switch or Delta bank 
I or building society debit cards. 


2 miles Vi furlong, Handicap Hurdle, Sandown flJBpm, Live on CH4 TV. 


3/1 Doctoor 

13/2 More Dash Thancash 
13/2 Star Rage 
9/1 Foresta! 

10/1 Shining'Edge 
11/1 Carlito Brigante 
12/1 Mr Perry 
14/1 Chai-Yo 
16/1 Lady Daisy 


20/1 Danegold 
20/1 Silver Groom 
25/1 Chiefs Song 
25/1 Express Gift 
25/1 Samanid 
25/1 Shankar 
33/1 Kadastrof 
33/1 KingsfoldPet 
40/1 Ground Nut 


EjOi way One Quartet the odch a plate f.2.M Pikniubtrct to ikjciwuon 
Atoitotde up to 3.50pni.7stlefuth Rule4fcl may apply. Wo n runner-no bet. 

LATEST ODDS OH Wffliam HHl TV TEXT 

■Tel etext on QM *6017602/603 

RING TODAY ■ BET TODAY 


■J£f millDHii !»to m *rit ram pci rlllSie.Ow W, 1 

Tree bet is a £10 Straight Forecast 
. od the Samkran' 4.05pm today. 
(Please place your bet and make 
your free bet selection 

all.) I 



TO OPEN A CREDIT ACCOUNT FREEPHONE 0600 269 692.WILLIAM Httl RULES APPLY. 
PRICES SUBJECT TO FLUCTUATION. 
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ATHLETICS 


Kipketer breaks 
world record in 


men’s 800m heat 


From David Powell, athletics correspondent, in Paris 


WILSON KIPKETER. a Ke- 
nyan-bom Dane, wasted no 
time yesterday in becoming 
the first athlete to profit from 
the introduction of bonus pay¬ 
ments for world records at 
world championships. He 
stepped on to the track for a 
first-round heat at the world 
indoor championships in the 
Palais Omni sports here and 
knocked off a world record in 
the 800 metres. 

For his solo run, Kipketer 
earned $50,000 fabout 
£31.000) with the promise of 
$50,000 more if he wins the 
title. Never before in a world 
championships, indoor or out. 
has a track athlete set a world 
record in an individual event 
in a heat. 

Kipketer sliced almost a 
second off the world record of 
lmin 44.S4sec, held by Paul 


Ereng, since 1989. Kipketer 
recorded lmin 43.96sec, a 
double blow to Kenya. It 
might not have been so bad 
had Ereng. a Kenyan, lost his 
record to a compatriot, but 
Kipketer was running for 
Denmark. 

The switch of nationality 
cost Kipketer a place in the 
Atlanta Olympic Games last 
summer. The Danish authori¬ 
ties insisted on him waiting 
seven years before granting 
him citizenship. He had lived 
in Denmark for six years but 
there was no passport of 
convenience and he was de¬ 
nied the gold medal that 
would surely have been his. 

In the first international 
championships since then. 
Kipketer made an impact on 
the opening day, but said he 
had not gone to the start-line 




MEN: 60m Final: 1. C Papadkas (Or) 
6. Msec, 3. M Giect (Jam) 651 3. D Ezras 
iNtgeiuj 6 52, 4. R Stewart (Jam) 6 55. S B 
Sunn |Can) 0.57: 6, P Lngien (Swe) 651 
DM not quaiih: J Gardener [G8I. foutt> in 
second samMra), J LMngstan (G8), ttmd m 
heal one 3.000m: Moot one: t. G 0i NapoS 
[lit Train 52.r2sec; 2. M KJptunu) (Ken) 
7 52 98: 3. F Bayrsa (Ethl 75354: 4. E 
Latas** [Mar) 753 53 6. I Game (GHi 
758 JO: II. M Canoti (Ire) 305.349. Hnt 
two: 1. H Gehreeteste (Eth) 7 GO 14. Z. I 
Sgh* (MOD 7.50.42.3. P Wok (Ken) 751 53. 
4. J Mayor* |GB) 7-5)63 Shot Group ona 
1 . J Godrta (US) 20.46m; Z M Halvart (F*i) 
2004 3.MMarwier(Sp) 199ft4. KHauge 
iNori 19.78. 5. Y Bflonon (Utal 1962: 6. C 
Fantnr (hi 1959. Dkf not qualify: 9, M 
Piocfor iG8l 1021. Group Ms: i .OBurder 
fOter) 3008. 2. A Harju IBn) 3004. 3. M 
Mane iCz]20 01:4. ABagacti{lftr) 19 91.5. 
P Cd Sogio (hi 19.82. 6. M Parftn (US) 
(9.81 Did not qualify: 9. M Sanson (GB1 
1820 Pole vault Group one: 1. R Bata 
(SAi 5.70m. 2, T Labnger (Ger) 5.70. 3. I 
PoepcMlch (KjZ) 565. 4. T Bartfwi (Nor) 
5 85 5. V SbqpMez (Russ.) 5.56. 6. M 
Uhftback (Sue) SSS; 7. M VOss (Den) 5 56 
Group mk 1. O Brtt» (SAi 5.65. Z M 
Tarasov (Rtes) 565. 3. A Are# (Ft) 5 65: 4. 
W Deenng (US). L Johnson (US) and J 
Gaaa (5p) 5 55 Long Jump: Group one: 1. 
K Sosimov iRuss) 830m, 2. R Ducrtn (Fr) 
7 93.3. E Wilder (US) 722. Group twa-T. J 
Green (USi 8.T7; £ Y Tretyak (Ruse) 6 (3.3, 

I Pedroso (Cuba) 812: 4. G Cankar 
(Sknenal 8 04; 5. BTudor (Rom) 7.95.5. A 
Gtevatsfcr (Seta) 7 95; 7. J Beddati (Jam) 


7 95. 8. S Vasdeha (Gr) 7.92. 9. C Calado 

wStEN? 60m: Final: 1. G Dovers (US) 
706aec: Z C Slump (Bah) 715. 3. F 
ftnqua (Fr) 7.17: 4. C A|unws (MgenaJ 
7 19. 5. E Opkokr (Ntqena) 738. 6, I 
Pmrafova (Russ) 788 Dfcl not quaHy: M 
Rchiardson 1GB) fourth >n ha Uimtnel: B 


Lasovskwa (Russ) 14 06 4. T Marinova 
(Bun 1320.5. Y Aktama (Cuba) 13.82 9. N 
Dennis [G8> 13 46. Group wo: 1. R 
Matacscu (Ran) )4 60. 2. S Kaspwtawa 
(Cz) 14 37:3. P Lobnger (Ga) 14 28.4, Ren 
Ruining (China) 1398.5. N Kjyi*oira(Rtas) 
1186:6. O Hovoova (Uhl 13 80. J. B Use 
(Fft 13 79 High jump: Group one: 1. I 
Babakova (Uty 1 95m. 2. A Astafer (Geri 
193. 3. Y Lyakhova (Mol) 193: 4. O 
Bokhara |MJ) l 43 5. X Berpqvot (Swe) 
1 93; 6. M laM (Rom) 1.90. 7. Zhovac*ova 
(Ca 1 90:8. zhanq Lrwen (Chmal 135:9. S 
Cadusch (Switz) 1 85. 10. S Zalevshaya 
(Kaz) 1 85. 11. M DoiMey iGB). K Jertuns 
(US) and S Wincveen (Arg) 1 80 Pe n t a lh- 
lon: 60m hurtBasr Heat one: 1. R 
Nazanwiene (Ldh) B20soa 2. M Swwarf 
(Ger) 823: 3. E Barber (Sena Leonej 8 39 
Heat two: I. SBraui(Gei) 8 11.2. K Carter 
(US) 8.36. 3. T Hautata (Hn| 847 High 
jump: 1. T Gordeyeva (Russ) 192m. Z 
Braun 1 Sa 3. Stogauf 133 Shot 1. Carter 
15 48m. 2. Braun 14.39. 3. U Wltodarcsv* 
(Pol) 1423 Long jump: 1. Stewauf 6.47m, 
2. Braun 6 4tr 3.^rt» 635-4.\ 

6.17; 5. Gorcfeytvj 6 10. 


planning a world record. “My 
group [heat] was not strong 
and I tad no pressure, so I 
took a chance. It is good to 
eliminate problems. I take one 
problem at a time. I have only 
one thing to think about now 
— the gold medal, not to break 
the world record again. If you 
think about two things, you 
cannot get two right.”3, 

When Jamie Baulch came 
out for the first round of the 
400 metres, the announcer 
read out his name and lane 
then, mistakenly, repeated iL 
“1 was laughing," Baulch said. 
“I thought. ‘What’s going onT. 
there are five other people in 
the race." 

Baulch, the overwhelming 
favourite to win the final 
tomorrow, qualified, without 
looking troubled, for the semi¬ 
finals today, putting behind 
him the harrowing experience 
he suffered on this track three 
years ago. Halting qualified 
for the European champion¬ 
ships final, he crashed to the 
floor in a tangle of legs 
approaching the bell, failing to 
finish. /.-• 

Admitting that he carried 
the memory of that moment 
with him on to the track, 
Baulch said: “I was thinking 
to myself. ‘Here we go again, it 
is this track’." He need not 
have worried. He won his heat 
in 4652sec although he was 
not first to die bell, as has been 
customary this season. 

Over the next rwo days he 
will be left concerned at being 
first into the second lap 
because the finish-line, unlike 
most indoor tracks on which 
he has run, is at the end of the 
straight rather than close to 
the middle. "On this trade, 
coming into the last bend, you 
can be third or fourth and still 
do a lot of damage." 


Gunnell finishes third in her first-round heat of the 400 metros and is eliminated 


The Baulch family arrives 
en masse today from Wales to 
lend support mother, father, 
two aunts, two uncles, girl¬ 
friend and haby son. Baulch 
had said on Thursday that he 
saw the Americans as the 
threat and nothing occurred 
yesterday to change that view. 
Derek Mills and Deon Minor 
look the danger men. 

Mark Hylton, Britain’s sec¬ 
ond representative, won his 
heat but was fortunate that he 
was not eliminated. On the 
final bend, Hylton was 
blocked in and would have 
tad no escape had Kevin 


Widmer, from Switzerland, 
not strayed fr o m the inside, 
leaving a gap. Hylton ran into 
it and into first place, record¬ 
ing 4758sec. 

Baulch and Ashia Hansen 
were the only two British 
medal contenders competing 
yesterday and Hansen cruised 
through, qualifying as easily 
as Baulch had. Hansen 
managed 14.24 metres in the 
triple jump and now faces, in 
the final, four of the top seven 
from the Atlanta Olympics. 

Given Britain’s revered sta¬ 
tus as a sprinting nation, it 
was embarrassing that nei- 


BOWLS 


Shaw excels to take seventh title 


NORMA SHAW, of Thom- 
aby, won the national indoor 
singles title for the seventh 
time — but the first since 19SS 
— when she defeated Jayne 
Roylance, of North Walsham. 
21-9 in a disappointingly one¬ 
sided final at York yesterday ' 
(David Rhys Jones writes). 

It was a timely win for 
Shaw, a former world outdoor 
champion, who was disap¬ 
pointed recently to learn that 
she had been omitted from the 
national outdoor side for the 
Atlantic Rim championships 
in Llandrindod Wells in 
August 

"Today's success meant as 


much to me as the first six," 
Shaw. 59. said. "I’m still 
enjoying my bowls as much as 
I ever did — if I stopped 
enjoying it I'd give it up." 

After beating Linda Rose, of 
Copeland, 21-14. Delia Searle, 
of Tilbury, 21-13. and Carol 
Ashby, of Eastbourne. 21-8. on 
the way to the final, Shaw 
found her touch from the start 
yesterday and. perhaps with 
that outdoor setback in mind, 
was at her most determined in 
the final, never allowing an 
out-of-touch Roylanoe to settle 
to line or length. 

Both finalists won the right 
to compete in the women’s 


world indoor championships 
at Llanelli from April 18 to 20. 
against players from New 
Zealand, Hong Kong and 
Canada, as well as the other 
three home countries and the 
Channel Islands. 

RESULTS: SaigfaE: FM mud: O Searte 
(TJbury) br S R«*rnan (King George Field) 
21-13: N Staw (Thornabvl M L 
(Copeland)?, *-**-'*• 


Rose 


i) 21 -14: C Ashtjy (Eaaboumej« 
J Searte (Dorchester) 21-14; K Shutt 


(Egham) bt E Logan iManstefcf. North 
London) 21-9: J Redtern (Rushden) U J 
Baker (South Foresl) 21-19; E Bessefl 
(YeowJ) bt V Webb (Deangafe RkJge) 21-18. 
K Hgwea (Chetvueffl W A Green (teca. 
Earner) 21-11; J Roylance (North Wafatam) 
bt A McPterecn (Avon Va*ey) 21-B. 
Quarter-finals: Staw « Searte 21-13: 
Ashby bt Sirurt 21-19: Bessel bt Redtern 
21-7: Royiance bt Howgs 21-14 Serra- 
finols: Staw bt Ashby 21-8: Roytance bt 
Bessell 21-8 Final: Staw by 
21-9 


CRICKET 


Pigott’s plan makes progress 


By Our Sports Staff 



Renewing your 
Home Insurance in 


March or April? 


UP TO 


UP TO 

£25 OFF 

+ 

32% OFF 

1st year’s 


Home contents 

Buildings premiums 


premiums 


a i 


Switch your buildings insurance from your mortgage lender and we'll 
give you £25 off your 1st year’s premium. What’s more, if you take out 
contents insurance with Prudential at 
the same rime, you will receive a 
15% discount, plus there’s a further 
20°!> off your buildings and contents 
premium if you’re aged 50 or Over. 


Find out how much you could save. 
Call now for a free quote. PLUS a FREE 
home security video. 



YOURS FREE 


Call Prudential on 0800 300 300 i 


Lints an: uftn Sjm to 8pm Monday to Friday. 'Jam cn '•pm Saturday -and lUam ru 2pm Sunday. 
Far yuur protection, tolls on this number will be recorded. 

Please now, in some cases »e may nor be able tt» provide j quote. Please quote ivleiencc PRS 02 I. 



TONY PfGOTT, the former 
Sussex bowler leading a cam¬ 
paign to oust the county’s 
beleaguered committee, yes¬ 
terday welcomed the resigna¬ 
tion of Alan Caffyn, the 
chairman, as “a step in the 
right direction" 

Ken Hopkins, 63, a long- 
serving member of the com¬ 
mittee, has been, appointed as 
replacement for Caffyn, whose 
seven-year reign was finally 
undermined by the criticism 
he attracted for blaming the 
departure of a number of 
leading players this winter on 
Alan Wells, the county's for¬ 
mer captain, who was dis¬ 
missed in October. 

Pigott has gathered enough 
support to force a special 
general meeting on April 8. 
when a vote will be taken on a 
motion of no confidence in the 


committee. “I can confirm I 
would like to become chair¬ 
man." Pigott said. “The future 
of Sussex is at stake and new 
blood and new ideas are 
urgently needed. 

“I welcome Mr Caflyn’s 
resignation, but what faces the 
members now is more of the 
same or a chance to take the 
dub forward. I feel the whole 
committee’s position is now 
untenable. There is no way 
back for them and by appoint¬ 
ing Ken Hopkins as chairman 
they have played into my 
hands. 

"I feel being a committee 
member for someone’s own 
benefit is not enough. The 
Sussex committee has not 
been successful and l am 
giving members the opportu¬ 
nity to make a positive 
statement” 


Yorkshire’s 10.000 mem¬ 
bers will be balloted ar the 
dub’s annual meeting in 
Leeds today on the controver¬ 
sial proposal to move from 
Headingley to a purpose-built 
£45 million stadium at 
Durkar. near Wakefield. 

The plan earned the back¬ 
ing yesterday of Dickie Bird, 
the celebrated umpire who 
played for Yorkshire in the 
1950s. "Headingley is the 
home of legends and steeped 
in history and tradition, and I 
have some very happy memo¬ 
ries of Headingley as a player 
and as a Test umpire: but if the 
new ground comes off, it is in 
an ideal position.” he said. 

Brendon Julian, the Austra¬ 
lia all-rounder, was yesterday 
confirmed as Surrey's over¬ 
seas player for the second 
successive year. 


Young’s Test 
best spurs 
New Zealand 


West Indies slowed 
by Indian resistance 


BRYAN YOUNG scored an 
unbeaten 154, his best in Test 
cricket, to put New Zealand in 
a strong position after the first 
day of the first Test match 
against Sri Lanka in Dunedin 
yesterday. 

Young, the opening bats¬ 
man. exacted a heavy toll on a 
disappointing Sri Lanka at¬ 
tack to register his second Test 
century as New Zealand 
reached 343 for four. 

On a pitch tailor-made for 
batsmen. Young, Matt Home 
—who made a fluent 66—and 
Stephen Fleming, the captain, 
who scored an elegant 51, 
made Arjuna Ranatunga. the 
Sri Lanka captain, regret his 
derision to field. His bowlers, 
clearly short of match practice, 
struggled to maintain a con¬ 
sistent line on a pilch demand¬ 
ing accuracy. 

Young made his century in 
27 2 minutes off 203 tails, 
Jiitting. 16 ^boundaries, and 
added 140 with Horde for the 
second wicket in 146 minutes. 


INDIA yesterday mounted 
spirited resistance to West 
Indies’ inexorable march to¬ 
wards an intimidating first- 
innings total in the first Test 
but the three wickets they 
gained in the morning session 
of the second day barely 
compensated for the damage 
done to their cause by Carl 
Hooper. 

The often enigmatic all- 
rounder progressed from his 
overnight score of 87 to com¬ 
plete his seventh Test century 
before spooning a catch to 


Mark Taylor, the Australia 
captain, was forced to with¬ 
draw from the tour party’s 
match against Border at die 
last moment yesterday with 
a back injury. Jason Gilles¬ 
pie took seven for 34 to bowl 
out Border for 117 and the 
Australians then reached 
206 for five. 


NEW ZEALAND: Frra Inrvngi 

BA Young ndom ... 154 

S A Pbqx* c Mahatafta b Vhos .. 18 

M J Home c Matanoma b Roruitunga 86 
-S P Fleming c 

b WiOowtasBigta . „ . si 
N J Asue b Vaas ..27 

C L Venal noi <Sit. -r . .1 

E*1f2s(tb9. nb 17) . . 26 

Tabil(4wta&) ____3*3 

C L Corns. tA C Panto O N Poloi. H T 

Davis and S B DcMI to bal 

FAIL OF WICKETS 1-55, 2-135 3-271 

4-337 

3CVJUNG Vaas 21-W1-2. L-gpa 23-u 
62-0 WictacrTi&aigte 15-3-71-1 Mura- 
23-6-960. Rataftaiga 5A29.J 
Jj.-aiur.ij 30-5-0 

SRI LANKA -A teuferau R 5 Ujtar- 
ana. S T j3VBsar/s. M s AtBpStj. F A 
ft- 5*ra. H P T**aat«. 1R S 
tealjwfltarana. M MuraMhaijn. W P U J C 
Vaas. G P Bfidagmasinghe. N Zovsa. 
Unph t 'S C E lung iNm* Zcdard) and 
*T Rcfcrt to n iZrnbdtKnrt 


Venkatcsh Prasad off the. 
bawling of Abey Kuruvilla. 
His 129, which came off 212 
balls, contained his 3,000 run 
in Test cricket and will have 
brought him happy memories 
of his international debut, ten 
years ago in Calcutta, which 
he celebrated with a hundred. 

Anil Kumble. the leg-spin¬ 
ner. earned a leg-before deci¬ 
sion against Junior Murray 
with the last ball of the session 
to leave the home side cm 370 
for seven. Roland Holder, 
making his first Test appear¬ 
ance, was unbeaten on three. 

Hooper and lan Bishop, 
.whose 24 in ne riy two hours 

. £ * a 


justified his position of 
nightwatchman. put on 65 for 
the fifth wicket as West Indies 
scored at a reasonable rate on 
the slow pitch at Sabina Park, 
Kingston, Jamaica. 

Hooper reached his hun¬ 
dred in the first hour by 
glancing Kumble. but the 
bowler was rewarded for his 
relentless toil when Bishop 
skied a drive to Sunil Joshi, 
who held a fine catch while 
running backwards. 

Kuruvilla. the 6ft 5in fast- 
medium bowler who has im¬ 
pressed cm his debut with his 
movement, subtle change of 
pace and control, kept probing 
away before he was able to 
add Hooper’s scalp to that of 
Lara’s, which he picked up 
late on the first day. 

He might have tad Holder 
in the penultimate over before 
the interval, but Mohammed 
Azharuddin failed to hold onto 
a catching chance and a 
confident appeal for leg-before: 
was turned down by^'thc 
umpire, Steve Bucknor. 

WEST INDIES' Fra trvgs 

S L Cambel c Mongta b JosN 40 

SCwatamsbKuuwto . .23 

S Ctanderfud b Montyj 52 

B C Lara c Mongta b Kumvtea . „ S3 

C L Hooprr e Prasad b KmjvCa .129 

IR Bistwp c Jorti b Kurrtjte .. 24 

RIC HoCJpt rwtojl ? . . 3 

fJ R MiTiay iWb Kurrote . . . . i 

Extras flb 7. rtb 8) 15 


Tirtaf (7wMst 


,370 


CELftnbiosc FARo»?tnU*CAW3fchio 
tea 

FALL OF BUCKETS' 1-41. 2-B6. 3-143. 
4-390 5-357.6-3C8. 7-370 
BOWLING Prasad 28-5-104-1. ItUAMBa 
W-&64-3. KiaWHe 33-3-96-2. Joste 20-5- 
66-1, GanguK'7-1-17-0 Lannan 3-0-14-0 

MQIA: V V S Lawman. N S Sidhu R S 
DrwU. *S R T^duOotr. M A Ajtaruddov 
S C Ganniiy. IN R Mongo. A R Kumbic. 
5 Joste. A Kiauwla. B K V Prasad 
U'toips. 5 A Bucknw JWest kVfceG) wid * 
M J Kichen {Engterat 
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ther of the two men’s 60- 
metres runners reached the 
final. Jason Livingston, in his 
first championship since re¬ 
turning from a drugs ban, was 
eliminated in the first round 
and Jason Gardener went out 
in the semi-finals. The same 
applied in the women's 60 
metres, no British athlete 
reaching last night’s final 
Sally Gunnell, still malting 
her way bade slowly from a 
series of injuries, went out in 
the first round of the 400 
metres but Phylis Smith pro¬ 
gressed into the semi-finals as 
a fastest loser. 



World Cup crown 
passes to Wiberg 

__ . _ r r. ln aan cnTIIISl 


PERNILLA WIBERG, °f , Sw !^ a ^^isWn^ffin 
World Cup overall skiing title yesterday by fin ^ 

a*£r *an«lalom 

the race being won byto . wjworth 60 

Seizin ger. of Germany- Wiberg s 1 615 — I! mote 
points ami inerrased her season \j accU jnulate 

c<»«iiuuf the 1996 overall winner, coma 
even ff^^dmanage to win aD of the five races remaining 

to 

tide Hilde Gere, of Germany, ensured that battie woum 
continue in tfteWorld Cup finals in Vafl, Cofonlda nert 
week by taking second place yesterday. Gerg s time of lmin 
YTGIseic beat Wag’s by a twentieth of a second and 
reduced the Swede’s lead in the super-G standings to 39 
points. 


European charge 


GOLF: Colin Montgomerie made a significant move 
towards his first professional victory on US sofl withtui 
impressive performance in flic rain-delayed second rou«do 
(he Dora! Open in Miami yesterday. After kicking his taos 
in the locker-room for an hour, Montgomery balnea 
through a brisk breeze to reach five under par. within two. 
strokes of the lead. Nick Faldo bhdied the first two hole to 
get to four. under white Jesper Pamevflk moved into 
contention with a burst of five birdie in seven holes. 


Whitcombe’s target 


ATHLETICS: Andrea Whitcombe, the Great Britain 
international is taking a break from training for the world 
cross country championships in Turin later this month to 
challenge for her third English tide at Havant, Hampshire, 
today. Whitcombe, 25. who previously won the champion¬ 
ship in 1990 and 1991, is hoping to take over from the absent 
Alison Wyeth, who is expecting a baity. There will also be a 
new men's champion, as Iasi yea.t^s winner, John NuttaJL of 
. Preston, is injured. 


Ireland outclassed 


HOCKEY: Ireland suffered a humiliating 9-1 defeat against 
Argentina in die men’s World Cup qualifying tournament in 
Kuala Lumpur yesterday. They kept a dean sheet for the 
first quarter but lost their composure in a 16 -minute sped in 
the second half during which their opponents rattled in six 
goals against one in reply from Nick Cooke, who scored 
from a penalty corner. 


House party 


ROWING: Christ Church ended their downward spiral by 
rowing over on the third day of the Oxford University 
Torpids on the Isis yesterday. They held off Worcester in the 
men’s first division, which produced only one bump — by 
Exeter, who caught St Edmund Hall approaching the Gut 
Christ Church were, however, bumped out of the women's 
top division when they were caught by Lincoln. 


HOCKEY 


Teddington must pass 
stem test of character 


THE focal point of interest in 
the National League tomor¬ 
row is the premier division 
match between Cannock, the 
home side, and Teddington, 
who must win to keep their 
hopes alive for the final show¬ 
down on April 6 (Sydney 
Friskin writes). With the Eng¬ 
land team away in Pakistan, 
premier division matches will 
be suspended until that date 
except for a rearranged game 
between Old Loughtonians 
and Surbiton tomorrow week. 

Teddington welcome back 



FREEPHONE 0800 000 888 
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their two talented youngsters, 
Hayden and Wiles, who were 
training with the England 
junior squads last week. 

Reading, who entertain 
Guildford, will build then- 
game on the stability of Wyatt 
in deep defence, the midfield 
scheming of Hoskin and the 
sharpness of Pfeam and 
Ashdown in attack- - ■ 

Havant, already relegated 
despite a 5-3 victory _ over 
Hounslow, are hosts to 
Barford Tigers, who are 
battling to avoid a similar fate. 
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g^gBYU NiQN; BATH AND LEICESTER REST KEY PLAYERS 

Title-chasers keep 
talent in reserve 


By David Hands, rugby correspondent 

division , are 1 preparing for II 
—* fc— 1 — —. ■ 8 re P ,aCL games in eight weeks as they make 


ment benches when the'Courage 
au S* Championship resumes this 
weekend. Fedenco Mendez, the Ar¬ 
gentina hooker, will watch his col¬ 
eagues at Bath do battle with 
Uindon Irish today. Martin Johnson 
of England, does Ukewise for 
faster against West Hartlepool, 
while Saracens keep two World Cup. 


up their backlog of league fixtures. 

The English game’s winners and 
losers will have completed a desper¬ 
ate slog by the end of the season, 

complicated by yet more postpone- 
tnents this month, caused by the 
World Cup sevens in Hong Kong. 
London Irish, with three players 
away and relegation from the first 




— 1 agatnst Bristol 

at Enneld tomorrow. 

It is no reflection on the individuals 
themselves, rather recognition of the 
workload placed on them already 
and. more significant, what is to 
come. Saracens, for example, expec: 
to play nine games between March 
30 and May 3 while Newcastle, in the 


their game with Saracens on March 
22, though that gives Paddy Johns the 
chance to recover from concussion 
suffered while playing in the Sara¬ 
cens second row last Tuesday. 

The Irish, second from bottom, 
take on a Bath side that must win the 
championship to sustain a nine-year 
record of success in dither league or 


Rank and file want to 
see strong leadership 


By David Hands 


IF THERE is one quality to emerge 
from tomorrow's special general 
meeting called by the Rugby Foot¬ 
ball Union (RFu) at the National 
Exhibition Centre in Birmingham, 
fee ga me at large would wish it to be 
strong leadership. Sadly, a possible 
outcome of the third such meeting 
within 14 months is stalemate, wife 
neither fee union nor its opponents 
receiving the necessary two-thirds 
majority for proposed constitutional 
changes. 

Quite rightly, the RFU is con¬ 
cerned to turn itself into as business: 
like a structure as possible; 
democracy, a principle to which 
individuals turn far too glibly, may 
have popular appeal but does hot 
necessarily make for day-to-day eff¬ 
iciency. Equally correctly, the rank 
and file of fee game expect to see fee 
best individuals employed to make 
the revised structure work, but the 
debate has become bogged down in 
conflict between personalities, just 
as fee long-running clash between 
fee union and the leading dubs did. 

The meeting tomorrow has to vote; 
not only on a series of technical 
constitutional changes,~bui on fee 
appointment, powers and relation¬ 
ship of fee new chief executive — 
formerly fee RFU secretary, the post 
held by Tony Hallett — and the 
chairman of fee new 12-man man¬ 


agement board feat will succeed fee 
present executive committee, chaired 
by Cliff Brittle. Whether both can 
survive in a healthy working rela¬ 
tionship in future seems open to 
question. 

The RFU recommends the chair¬ 
man should be appointed by its own 
council (the general committed: 
amendments insist feat the full 
membership should vote annually. 
Furthermore; a strong body of 
opinion believes that the post ofichief 
executive should be advertised, 
which suggests a lack of confidence 
in Hallett 

"All the characters involved in the 
present debate have a finite shelf- 
life." David Hiles, secretary of 
Pinner and Grammarians, said, “f 
hope we are setting up principles for 
fee future." 

□ Representatives of Heineken. 
which has sponsored (he European 
dub competition for the past two 
years, meet European Rugby Cup 
Ltd (ERQ in Dublin on Wednesday 
to discuss the terms of ERCs 
television agreement wife BSkyB 
which was confirmed yesterday. 
They will hope that fee five-year 
deal, said to be worth more than £30 
million, incorporates a terrestrial 
dement, otherwise they may have to 
review their involvement with fee 
competition. 


cup. They do so with Niall Hogan, 
the former Ireland scrum half and 
captain, making his debut against a 
side whose coaches indude Clive 
Woodward, the former England 
centre, who worked with the Irish for 
three years. 

“I’m expecting a very difficult 
game.” Woodward said. "Lower 
sides in the table who are scrapping 
for points can make life tough.” Even 
so. Bath have beaten the Irish in 
league and cup this season and, at the 
Recreation Ground, should complete 
the treble, though they will look 
forward 10 hearing of Simon Geo- 
j>hegan*s return. After a season of 
injury setbacks, the Ireland wing 
plays in the second-team game at 
Sunbury. 

Wasps, the leaders, give their latest 
recruit. Kenny Logan, a debut at 
Loftus Road against Gloucester to¬ 
morrow in the knowledge that they 
have testing encuunters to enme 
away from home if they are to sustain 
their two-point lead over Leicester. 
Logan, who will win his thirtieth 
Scotland cap against France next 
weekend, has agreed a 27-niomh 
contract. 

It was Gloucester who brought a 
five-match unbeaten run to an end 
when Wasps visited Kingsholm in 
October and started their own re¬ 
markable rise up the first division, in 
which they stand fifth. No one is 
more representative of their work 
ethic than fVter GlanviJIc. the Hank¬ 
er. who plays his hundredth game to¬ 
morrow. “1 hope the national selec¬ 
tors will soon start appreciating him 
the way we do." Richard Hill, the 
Gloucester director of rugby, said. 

Wasps had hoped that Va’aiga 
TuigamaJa would extend his pre- 
Christmas run with them but. refus¬ 
ing to be drawn into a price war. had 
to watch while Newcastle bought 
TuigamaJa’s contract from Wigan 
Rugby League Club. The first fruit of 
that sale will be seen today, when 
Tuigamala makes his debut against 
Wakefield alongside another return¬ 
ing union international. Alan Tait. 

Llanelli take on Swansea, leaders 
of the Welsh League, without leuan 
Evans, whose place in the Wales 
team to play England next Saturday 
was made even more doubtful when 
a calf strain forced him out of 
national squad training on Thursday 
night 

IRELAND SEVENS SQUAD; R Walace (Saracens) 

D Hfckfe (St May s College). N Woods (London 
Irish), J Befl (Northampton)/N Malone I Leicester), D 
Humphreys (London bish). D McBride (Malone. 
cap&Jnf, fc Miter (Leiaaster J. K Dawson (London 
boh). B Cronin (Genyrjweni. 


MARCASPIANP 



The Cambridge University eight on dawn patrol on the River Cam 
at Ely yesterday as they step up their preparations for the University 
Boat Race on March 29. Cambridge have won for the past four years 


GOLF 


James striving for place 
in Ryder Cup picture 


MARK JAMES, a Ryder Cup regu¬ 
lar Tor much of the past 20 years, 
spent £50 on a short Ping pirrter in 
Dubai last week and hopes it will 
help him to get bade in contention 
for a place in fee Europe team to 
meet the United States in fee 
autumn. 

He is 86th in fee Ryder Cup table, 
wife only 15.832 points, but his five- 
under-par 67 in the second round of 
fee Moroccan Open in Agadir 
yesterday left him only one shot 
behind fee leader, David A RusselL 
James, 43. has lost none of his 
competitive edge and. though last 
year was disappointing, he said: "I 
made my first cut of fee season in 
Dubai fast week and my whole game 
is much better than last year when, 
frankly, it was bad in all 
departments." 

Yesterday, having switched from 
his long-handled putter to his new 
short one. he holed a huge putt for 
an eagle three at the 10th hole and 
another from more than 20ft for a 


birdie two at the short 14th. He came 
home in 31. five under par, and 
acknowledges that the first prize of 
£55330 this week would be handy in 
his bid for an eighth Ryder Cup 
appearance. 

James has more than ordinary 
hope. He won the Moroccan Open 
on these Royal Golf Links two years 
ago and is looking for histoiy to 
repeat itself. But he will have shone 
opposition. Russell leads on 137, with 
Jos6 Coceres. of Argentina, and the 
Britons, Phillip Price, Jon Robson 
and Brian Davis level wife James 
on 138. 

In 20 years of trying. Russell has 
never won on the European Tour. 
He would have been further ahead 
but for dropping two strokes at fee 
18th. 

□ Lee Westwood had a level-par 72 
in the second round of fee Malay¬ 
sian Open in Kuala Lumpur yester¬ 
day to retain a share of fee lead wife 
Larry Barber, of the United States. 
The pair are eight under par. 


RUGBYLEAGUE 


Cougars ready 
to pounce 
on cup holders 


By Christopher Irvine 


FOOTBALL 
Kick-off 3.0 uriees stated 
* denotes aff-fckaf match 
Poets axjpon numbers n tractors 
FA Cup 
Sixth round 

(-) Darby v Middlesbrough .. 

FA Carting PremteraKp 

(1) ArsenaJ vNofflngham Forest. 

1-) Coventry v Leicester -.-v... . 

(2) Leeds v Evafton . 

(?) Sundsriand \r Manchester Ufd. 

P W D L F A Pts 

MenUU._ 28 16 9 3 56 31 57 

Liverpool..... 28 15 8 5 SB 21 53 

Arsenal.-a 14 8 6 47 26 51 

Newcastle..— 27 14 6 7 51 31 48 

AStenVfcu...»13 7 B 35 27 46 

SheflWnd ..28 1112 5 37 3S 45 

Wimbledon.. 2712 8 7 39 32 44 

Chelsea.27 11 10 6 ' 42 38 43 

Leicester __ 27 10 6 11 33 38 36 

LaedE.. 28 10 6 12 23 31 36 

Tottenham... 28 10 5 13 34.38 35 

Everion_28 8 0 11 36 42 33 

Blackburn.27 7 11 .9 28 2S 32 

Darby.29 711 11 31 44 32 

Cowrtry.29 6 11 12 26 39 29 

Sunderland.. 28 7 8 13 23 38 29 

Ktottm Forest 28 6 fl 13 24 43 27 


Southampton 27 8 714 37 46 25 

West Hem .. 27 6 7 14 24 37 25 

tkAcWtesbro 27 6 7 14 37 48 22 

f MBrifasbroughd^^ 

Nationwide League 
First division 

(4) Bbminghem v Southend -- 

(5) Bolton v Swindon . 

(6) Bradford v ' 

(7) Charlton v - 

Manchester City v Ottham ... 

(9) NorwichvPortV3te-•.. — 

(10) * Oxlord Utd v West Bronwnch .. 

(11) QPflv Huddersfield — -. 

(12) Stoke v Ipswich. . 

(13) Wolverhampton v Tranmera.. 

p W 0 L F A Pta 
Bolton ^ . 38 20 12 4 73 46 72 

WWW* .35 IB B 9 49 33 82 



Bradford 


Southend_.„ 36 7 12 17 34 66 

Grimsby.34 7 10 17 43 63 

OWhani_33 710 16 34 45 

■ not ndudkig tasf njphrs march 

Second division 

(14) Burnley v Peterborough. 

715) SiKngnamv Watted. 

Jlfl) Luton vWflweH.u. 

117) Notts CartyvCrBM* . 

(iBj Plymoiflhv Rotherham . 

(19) Preston v Brentford ... 

( 20 ) Stockport v Buy..-. 

ffiliWateaSvShrewstouY. 

(22) Wvcoirt»v Bristol Rovers .. 

BtiziS’! i S 5 


Buy—... =.. 32 16 10 7 
MAwaB .. 34 15 9 10 

g- .SS.iS 

“© 12 16 4 

34 14 S 11 

35 14 0 12 

31 1310 8 

32 1310 9 
31 11 15 5 

33 II 12 10 

36 11 10 15 
35 12 6 17 
3810 11 16 

33 11 814 

34 10 11 13 
34 B 12 13 
34 10 8 18 


Bristol CBy ~ 

Bumtay. 

Sodqpwt.. . - 
Chesterfield. 
Wnaherti.-- 

HadipwL 

fioumsmoun 

Preston 

Shrewsbury.. 


/tor... 
Plymouth. 
York. -. 


46 32 

44 42 

45 38 

40_33^ 

"*3S W 

52 39 

50 39 
43 34 
29 25 

36 31 

42 36 
31 37 

37 47 

43 56 
39 45 

36 37 

37 48 
37 53 


Pts 

61 

57 

£5 

54 

53 

Ji2 

52 

.51 

51 

49 

49 

48 

45 

43 

42 

41 

41 

41 

39 

38 


Petertxsrcugh 


tots' 

Rotherham. 


35 B 12 15 
34 9 8 17 

34 5 11 18 
33 4 12 17 


47 50 
32 45 

24 44 

25 48 


36 
■ 35 
26 
24 


Third tSvision 

Brighton v Layton Orient . 

Chester v Barnet ... 

Doncaster v Huff.-.. 

Futhon v Scarborough . 

Heretortfv Northampton. 

Lincoln v Hartlepool .. 

(30) Mansfield v Cardiff.. 

' BochdatevWtaan —..—- 

Scunthorpe v Carlisle. 


I Swansea v Exeter. 


P W O L 


3519 8 8 


Scarborough 
'Colchester. 
Northampton 
ManeflefcJ— . 

HUt.. 

Scunthorpe ♦ 

Lincoln- 

Barnet . 

£ 33 ;:... 

L Orient. 

Exeter. 

Hartlepool.... 
Datfrigfon.... 
Her tod.— 
Doncaster..- 


3513 13 
35 12 16 
35 14 9 ' 
35 12 13 

35 11 IS 

34 14 5 

36 12 10 

35 1015 
35 12 7 

35 9 16 

36 10 11 
36 10 9 
36 10 6 

35 10 7 

36 8 0 
34 9 8 


F 

A 

Pts 

“56 

31 

72 

65 

43 

87 

59 

35 

85 

48 

41 

54 

4 A 

48 

54 

41 

33 

54 

43 

40 

53 

51 

44 

52 

hU 

39 

bll 

55 

3H 

Si 

38 

34 

48 

34 

36 

43 

48 

50 

47 

49 

57 

46 

35 

34 

45 

38 

44 

43 

41 

44 

42 

32 

39 

41 

35 

50 

38 

;v 

54 

38 

51 

64 

37 

40 

54 

MS 

38 

5/ 

33 


E 


f Brighton— 38 9 7 20 41 58 32 

t Brighton deducted two ports 
* nor nctucBng fast nfchr's match 

Vauxhafl Conference 

(—) Bath v Bromsgrwo .-. 

(—} Gateshead v Woking... .. 

■ Hayes v Morecambe. 

Koltering v Rushden & Dianontfe 

WdderrrtnslBr v Halifax... 

j jo; Southport v. Famborough .—. 

(37) SMyDridge v Altrincham.— 

(38) Srevenage v Northwlch . 

(39) TeSord v Slough .... .:.. .. 

(40) WB»ng v Macclesfield . 

Tennants Scottish Cup 
Fifth round 

(—) Dundee Untied v Motherwell. 

r—) * FaUdrK v Raith. . .. . 

(—)GreenochMortonvKUrnamock ... 

BetTs Scottish League 
Premier division 

) Hibernian v Dtmtermlne. 

First division 

f—} Partlck v Ahdrie. 

Second division 

(41) Ayr v Queen ot South. 

i 42i Clvde v Stranraer ... 

SlDLrrtertonvBenvk*. 

/_) HamDion v Bract* 1 ... 

(44) Lhrtosston v Stenhousemuir. 

Third division 

( 45 ) Alloa vAtoton^.. 

(46) Arbroath v Fpd»-.. 

( 47 ) Montrose v East Stirling .. .. 

(431 Queen's Part v Inverness CT ... . 
(49) Ross County v Cowdenbeath 
nn MAHTLNS LEAGUE: Premier rtvtetart 

Sa^Crawfeyv Cerrttldge CtoOtaigfr 
U V Sudbury Tm Grestey v Newport AFC; 
Hto«en-7 HafltlngK Mng» 3 Ly nn v 
Docheaier. Merthyr v ^«end and 
tothfeet SalisburyvBortJjAtew. 

cmfrWjouna v fcidfcmd w- 

V Tsnwrtft ■ Ccrtjyv Eve- 

oc Wbrwk* V Moor Grwrc ShepdiedOv 
Mhwefl- SM1«d v Bcdwcnti Southern 
22eEn: BuckingfWTi Tom v ftowta ffag ; 

[JSvid Bdrednra F JfaLpori 

Hflunnr Mwoate v Wtttenocwie. rwjxjn 

yfonPc^Bangr* »y v 4 

Cab^Tet 
Newtam V 

sBH&’isasa'ssss® 

GUE Premter 

Sports 


Quay t 

saor. 


UMBOND LEAGUE: Prernter Annon 
Bomber Bridge v Bunco. Barter* v Alfretor. 
Btytti Spartans v Cotwyr Bey. FncUey v 
Acalngten Startey, Gusetey v Wm&tord. 
HydBV KnowEfey, Lancaster v Boston. Lee*, v 
Emloy; Maine v Gamsborou^i: Runcorn v 
Chofe/:WltlDnvSpBnnymoor Ffcsl dMSlOK 
Atherton LB v Whmoy Bay; Cutoti Astvoo v 
LatcofeiUnried;DroylsdenvRaddne. Fardey 
Celtic v Wanfrigton: FOwon v Maflock To*o: 
Greet Hanrooo v Stodisbndge PS; Gietna v 
Ashton Urated, Leigh v Bradiod Pk Aw. 
NetherSetd v Eastwood To«vn. WOrUngion v 
Harogale Tomt. Warivsop v Comgteton 
ICIS LEAGUE* Premier dnrisJorr Barehem 
Wood v Duhwch, CarshaUcr v Bromley: 
Enfield v Yeadng: Harrow v Yeovil. Hendon v 
Chansey, Heytxidge v Bishop s Slattern. 
HKEhm v Grays: finoaonien v Dagenrvam 
and n ed bridgB. Pirltaei v Sutton Umed: Sr 
Allans v adorn Ctly: Stelnes v Ay&sbury 
First dMston: Abuwdon Town « Baton 
Rovers. AWerstsa Town v Writer, and 
Hers ham. BedngstoLe v Worthing. 
Beridwneted v Meriow; Bognra Retfs v 
Whyleteate: Canwy Island v Thane Cror- 
don v Madenhoad Umed. Leyton Pennam v 
BUerfcav: Tooting and Mtcharo v Motew 
Uxb ridge v Chasrum: Wr*ingh8m v Hamp¬ 
ton. Second dMslon Beraread v BarVng 
Bedterd T v tockne#-. Cota Btaw and 
Bomfoid v H Hampstoad He* shorn v 
Hmgertcrd, LeeWem&jO v ChesTM'i Le^h 
ton Tow v Edgware Menopoitan Pace * 
Vttvenhoe. Ttbury v eghar.. Wenrotey v 
Doric r*f. Windsor and Eton v Char cm St 
Peter. Writer) v Ware Third dhrisen 
Brarirue v Epsom and Ewel: Cantatev » 
Hartow, East Thunoc*. <i Awtey. Ftackwes 
Haam v Hornchurch. Herttrad v Wfingate and 
Finchley; Northwod v ►ingsbuv. Tring . 
Clapton. WriekMone v Lcvws 
LONDON SPARTAN LEAGUE. Premier 
(Moon: BeaconsfleW SYCOB v Biooi' 
House: Ernmcdown v Amorstan 
tasters v Berimgdde: Hartfietd v Rue-fip 
Manor. IsUnfiFon St Mayo v Harwwen Sr 
Mergaatstxay v Wafflum Attav Noodow 
v Ooydorc 


ESSEX SENIOH LEAGUE Premier *n»on 
Basidon U v Bswrs. Brenrueod v Stensied 
Eton Menor v Burharri HamUers. .jreai 
Warienng v Salh'an Walden HJtndge 
Sports vt>^ Kan WradvCoi cord Rangers. 
SaiTOndgewonh v Fad United 
MINERVA SOUTH MIDLANDS LEAGUE: 
Premier dMtorr Ariesey » London Cotnev. 
Hoddesdai v Bjc*rr»^m Aiw«»:. Lavgtord 
v Roys*3ri. LerchMcrrh v Wetwyn Garden. 
Muon heynei v BedlorO. Porters Ba v 
Bnthe Spana. Todcfirigron * B*g^es»ado 
SCREWRX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
dhiean BoHjid <i Bmrd Manor Fan., 
Bndgwara v T'amglon, Etndpc«t v Elmore 
Baciwel v Bamaapre &iSiJ> 3 lon « Caine 
Westtxrr r Taunton 

JEWSON EASTERN COUNTKS LEAGUE. 
Premier dMaon Oss * Tlpne FaLenhrvn , 
Ctectcn. Feruslon-:- P ad I v Eray Towr, 

Goric-VOt' v S'jctMY Res Hal^cad v 

Wisbech. Harmcti «nd Paitt-son » 

Match r Wonhafn. Mewnuner * Hadterah U. 
Stowmariet v Walton Watriys v 
rarncurh. Wxxfcndge Town v Su-1bury 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE Flru (fcnaion 
Lyminqyxi v FH n riOt. Av Tharfliwi 
Town. BAT v Easl Cewe. Bcriierion rv.itti V 
Ryde Sports Boutnernonrn v tec.-tenhu rr 
Cmachmcn « Wlwctuxcn R^nscy v 
Aeroorruciaes Wimtxrno Tcvm « Orawtor 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Frst 
division £rietb:njrne Town i Aiuridei Ha-. 

V teunmi lanym-v Cp^T-. , 

Hcnrf.an >M>lA Mile v.v.k , Hc.lir.ati 
Oafcwcoo v pjjnani Peace* o»*n aixt 
TeL'ccmt* 1 w Pathet'1 tovpntr * WcV 
Seteriy v Sail dean 'i/txer*rri v Trace 
Bdgtv Mocha* « ha 

PRESS A JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE 

dj.rhnacrjdr>n « LV.-w.r.'rnnl>.- f.'al Wi'lWK" • 
C-»e v r ell. HunIK v Fun 

LoujemoeV. . Su..V.- Thr4h: P<*lett>.v».i < 
Narr, r^ounry Bother- v Pjcr j 
ARTHURIAN LEAGUE Anhui Dunn Cup 
Senv-finaJs r-ote.i.-ii v ftemwcocK 
MaKriri.-irv. » Sal.opi.ire. Premier divKJCei 
Loreirxj « •' nryw«..ilu>re. freer'*• ... - . 
bl-joan* W-nexwv. « < noknekaar.. 


^•^^.^TQMORBOW 


FOOTBALL 

• denotes aH-Uctei march 
FA Cup 

Sixth round 

■ Chesterfield v WraJvam (11 30) 

• Portsmouth v Chefc*a |1 33) 

Sheffield Wed v Wimbledon {4 lot 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE: PrenVer tfvtston- 
Batdock v Dorcheaet (2 0) 

FAI HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE. 
Premier dhrtakjrv: Homo Farm v OuniML 
(315). Cup Orarter-flriab Bray * 
Sheboume (315): Deny v Cu*. (J 0) 
WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL MATCH 
England v Scotland (at Biamall Lar«. 11 Or 

RUGBY UNION 

Courage Clubs Championship 

Ftretdfvfefon 

Safe v Northampton (3 0) 

Saracens v Bftstol (3 0) 

Wasps v Gtoucester 
fat Loti it. Road. 3 0) 

CIS UNDEH-21 COUNTY CHAMP 
tONSHB 7 : SamLfinal: Crcriei *■) Wfe»h« 
v Suney (at Bnumsmorsh. 2 I5i 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Kfcfc-off 3 0 unless awed 
Silk Cut Challenge Cup 

Quartw-finaJs 

• Keighley v Si Helens 

Leeds v Fealhersfone . 

OWham v Bradford 

First division 
Huff KRv WakefteW 
SwWonvHudrJersheW 
Widnes v Wcxtenglon. 

Second dMskxi 
Banow v rtjnslel 
B^tey v Pie*co> (3 J5) 

Dontaster v Carlisle p 0) 

Lancashire Lytw V Bfamley 
York v Ftochdale . . 

HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: Premier division' 
Canrwck v Teddfngun (a Mont Groind 
2.30): Cantertuy v Hounflcmn (at PoV.< 
Faun. 1.0). EasJ Gm&leaO v C«a 
LAfehtwifens (at Saiffl HU, 20) Hawmi » 
Barfcrd Tigere (Si Havant College. 2 16) 
Hearing v Gu Wort lal Sortrena Lane. J Oi 
Southgate v SurWon (at Bmomirew School 
230) First (SvItoL- Boumrtie v Hull ja 
King Edwanfs Gate' School. Bamngham. 


^ 30> thrmwv V EKu^Tvsi:-, .'.a Pnot. 1<¥M( 
ChiU t Or £tr.:,-*jdi«d'> v Ba->U 
Geor.ja‘4 R‘Vd. iShr .' 0| Cny or FV-lo 
m..»rth v irsjran GyinHurra Ul A>r'.ir»>d 
Piirt- Ponsmuarih 1 30i Cr«M »■ liC-r iVH 
Cn»j««S. 1 r >i Oorr.-n-.Tor u lomrer- l«i 
H(.-«>enty.<ix- .'Or E-loL^.ic*. v .j»r>d 

' IjA*". lal B*1 miii.jl I.rf-M U'.mr-t.-.il,. t V'.| 

I >dr<nd-. v .>r.rft Lir.r»^'..|, (at 
i litrJCJ I Ol '.Vnuu-.r'* ' <r . 

Uj*M1ieirl l« Mre-I. Lurar I X’l Wjrr.tuji.n 
, y Ali wr.'j r.<l F-urJr-lt Lmi.uiIv"•><>.''"' , l I t't 
Ir.'yuns v ^....ur----" I-*' jMvrvtn. Lr* 
r- i t.j, 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCHES Men 
E.qUn.1 V torayfijn* (I'fi Worrren 
Er-jLiirf v ir.v.ii ill vij (boat, .it EW-n 
t -yne-l 

WOMEN'S WELSH CUP Quartw-finab 
v C.rilill Air*-n. inmt' B-rv v 
o**a NoWlOteh v r..« 0 *rl I.r>liruio 
l-’.vr a in i I'aimrtrir. 

WOMEN'S COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP. 
MOUnds (<rl Afeyi'h r WOlrcrharripicn. 
10 0i N.:iitv.n.| flor.-J'Hic . Wafwvl-'Jtoe 
•sUllaul'J.il^ r I'-rCO-.T-r- IMr- I •'•"tl.'JU 
:7jrA V WrawrAsran- r IffCryThira r North- 
anpuirj*.. NchVi "Hi Xu 

tAjornsytei v l)nrii..rn Mn.-.run- « lCl 
N.; nnumheiiara.l v IbriinM lewiue 

Cnejrw- Dun.*.. irntnij w i.ji* :ho^- 

L.mUkJvi. v Krirta^arm Souih (j! 
■; raiKibray. 9 «■'! Jhjmcv >cni tvu-sr.nc- 
v Miri.m Tjissi-.. lul-jrdslyie '-uiCv j 
Ewik-Jn.- v lent . 

■> 1 .ii .1 rat-.- West lal BrmiiiLilOutf’. t'J *'• 

< mi.v.-.ill v ■ ,tur 1 'Jlrr- SurKrrivl v 

rt-i. i B.rnu- frusonv Twyi 

yiili v v rntl'H ‘ .rte4 v Dt-ox. 
Iteiiiorii'-hie v Cwva 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL Bodwetset League: I -*■ 
■Ui V L-<Jp 4 (h ib.VH If Milts Valley .• 
I w i-J-i ■(■Or Ci»-i<i y Hemet «»r 
Walked i*"" NatK.nai League Men. Fvst 
dnnsirai Bun. .r. < ‘■.ii.-:.r (4 Oi Lry^ri » 
Wjiv ■■■ ' v M". 1 (J (’! 

SvCond dnieacm LC<T^ > I i../r.h«..- i*.n| 
LOhrior. ■. «.iigt"*. C .Ol L-wnnirr. v 
(4 Worre.il Second dtvtsion: 
Pfay-offs: Quartre final Ur., jno w. - r . 
nonc-Riki k'U* 

ICE HiDCXEY Surwrteayuf pLiv-uHs. 
Group A Ayr v'.jrriJIu* «‘>i ttwirntfi . 
hnK9-.K; ihoi Group B |?j.»Juk 4 . 
S^ieiln-iii 16 1 ‘i 

VOLLFTBALL Natronfi Luagua Wom«n 
First dnnsrsn IkrhA tr.-ipo;.' ' >'» v 
l In.vd >Jk«n il.' J-'.- 

EsTi.r.uir . Stit-itPki W-.j' - " .-Uji 11 

i..ipn.;iin. , Cwntol-^iU iV *(■■ 

Hillauriid Mu>- . I ■ »Bjr-tia:.irji. ■- i'i 


WINSTONLEAO KENT LEAGUE' First a 
vtetoa C«raertxry v '^rerrhian. Crochenhil v 
Deal. Hyi ne v F airertJwm. Lordeuwod v Cray. 
Ramtqaie v Sheppey. Siade Green v 
Tharresmead. Wireiat*- Town « Beck¬ 
enham. Wootwich v Fofceyone invera 
HELLENIC LEAGUE Premier rtvoion: Alm- 
orvLtuy v BanUry. Bcesier v Abmgdon 
Uraied BtmJum v Carterton. Fairtord v Br- 
acUey: Higriworth » Endsi«gh. Ncrth ler^i v 
Odcor Shcrwxdv Wantage: Swruixi S^y 
ermrame v Lamtwun Spoils Cup: Saml- 
frat. second leg: rmibuy (3| v Tutfley 11) 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Premier orvarorv bourr*- y Ford Sports. 
DesLoroogh v Woorton Hotxiach v tynas- 
bury. Long Boc*L>v v SranVord. Newport 
Paqrwri v Cogenhoe Narthamprcr Spencer 
v Bbeion. Ponon v WMngborou^r Spalding 
. Stori.jrd 

INTERLINK EXPRESS ALLIANCE' Brawrdi v 
W4.nr.Ml. BUTWKh l«yn » Knypwdey V 
B-jkjrr&p Si m r Birignonti Cnasain*»> v 
ewwrArt Hatewmien H v Nmc*Jey Amtellc 
indbura U » PetM* V. Rushai CivWHd 
sretrwJ r V RoctsKa Slatenh* v 
F'ersncrc T. Sirattorri T v Sandvwtl 
ENDSLEJGH MIDLAND COMBtNATTON' 
Piemiei revision. Bcterajii S » r^mfcvcrth: 
Coventry if/.rv * S’udley 0KL Ht«<4r<Jun 
Timbers v Hghgaio. Krtfc Healb v Alve- 
.avjch V nowte v We"<r MaWd F*e Servo? 
Mar-sev Ferguson » 0*^4 SUntey v 
Rt.:tini:«-«Q 'Switii SoulThyn v Elia on Com- 
uiunsy Creirge. Wcrrasreio v WerieJxume 
BANKS'S BREWERY LEAGUE: Piemrar 
dhrsion. EocawW' S * Hill Top R Bneriey HI! 
T v l irfrev T Dwtaaon v WcNemampon C 
Enirwr?Tio« Hi V Lye Town. Gorral Res v 
Wotycmampten 'Jrawi Siorepori S r 
Oa-Sey Tow. Tnndate v Walsall Wood. 
WcsnteiOi . 'SLJiort T 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Bna 
ibvrjor. EkoIK' . Orrerie: CtvjQderTOn • 
RtKsenaaie. Gioss>:p fJcrtr. End v Drvwen: 
FH*« ijtd Boys r EMiwri h. nostyove v 
Aihenon Cota it s Mc>sstev v BurecojcFi. 
Piercer v Uve Road Saricrd v Sr 

HHeni vaiMiall CiM v EHaOpoy Rcvcrs 
Cup Sem-fmals firar leg. Nantaw T wi v 
T.atiorQ r>:waafc? Town . Permh 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE' 
Premet revision. A.TrJhcrpo Welfare v 
Ponfc-rracl Cofc AsraiekJ v Town: 

Bnrer Town . V-lby rSUissfwuijMrei Weltare 
, [tynty Hal lam r Hairid Mate Uvo:-edge 
. Cj-.-.fi I AILkt, MlBby MW v P*5rti Femby 
Os-.<-n lore v Town. P.ckaitf^i v 

Steroid liteOiry v Arreio 
FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE First drviston OiftJar-i'5-SiTwi v 
‘r*W. Lure-n v BcdUr^on Tempi 3. Din 
■i.>. . WVHi<n DirivmiMo'- 

p..ir. M.,..icnv RTM rrewcaaio Seana.i.Rc-3 
Siar v rkiir.jn.ar. SxJT Sr.iet.lt. vEacatelKn. 
lire Law . 'jurro'XjQh Wh.rtJy > OiC* 
SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Premie tf- 
ve*xi A 10 * v Coteraine CUtrenrite v 
i-iknivet. ijienai^n v Cn.r--nkr; Lnlietd v 
l'.:«i.«*jwn First QMson Battymre^ v 
rionyi.i Camel- V CScnTer* L ure . rtevwy 
On. r'F. v BaRyAve 

SOUTH EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE Frsl 
drvis*3n Arvenal v Ouuere, Pari Rargers 
iII(k ijiirpnam « Miiwaii 110 4$), Leyton 
1 'k.em v FuTiam (11 in. rwnri v Wartord 
(l l Ot ?ouit«fid « Chariton .11 Of Totten- 
fw.'.. . UtOi W.'J Ham v Pen*- 

11 .lull. ;11 0) Second dnrts»r Brryol C.ry v 
r.r,-.j.'ii Kti>:* til hi. Bnjra Brews v 
Etrentt-Xd 111 Hi. C.Jtne*ie v BouinemouOi 
: U t-i luton. Wyumfe |11 (». O'WO Uld v 
Swi.»-s«. ill 0 ) Reudire. v BngMon ill 01. 
a.;./». .r.irr.-n. Buntei HI Ul 
OLD SOYS LEAGUE Prerreer rimsion: Otd 
M>. >lfii<r. . oi.n OB C"d T..rn^on.ans « 
L amvi C , B Old V-nn^arev'S v (Xd 

Fir.tJ.-UVuri;. 

SOUTHERN AMATEUR LEAGUE F»W 

dMsicn Ci «rf.h End v CmI 

Viw >. NarWi-j fru* v Ea.i Barrel OG. 
►k.i --r.. 1 . . rt.- ,1 Wickham. 0M Est 

v Ca AAon OU PEnmiTeianE v 
Siiiir.p.if* PiVyiL’chi.ic .‘2M Adrs-kars 
SOTJTHERN OLYMPIAN LEAGUE Senior 
one Aib-nun . Sretfugfe County Ha*? End 
/■In * IJIyi'j's Hitrr.tireciuah . C*6 
Fnp'hk.uif F'd>* lurid » WMan WaraiswCrth 
tv* •. "it Mary s Coil 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Site Cut Challenge Cup 
Quarter-finafe 
Wdiiirvnon v Safforo i':0i 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE Pie- 
11 ter drveaev. IXayVlC v ^-OdV.Wirtn (3 r A>\ 
Fmt dnnsiori t#acnbn»* . Baiiiw Isiarid 
IL' All 1 hit- T vr v umion L* X'r Ltatv^reen 
v W*k> Central !? 30i Second dhwion' 
EcUtv v TiedB.il C 3u) Hirf r«a>acs * New 
Caismt' »;■ >Ji 

BNFL CUP Fourth round As*-am » East 
Uet. Ek-^/rt*, .• varets,re#i BRh . Fariteo- 
in CLi.Hrt v a' AW tn* Hill v West 
Hi* tjii lit* * *en; ESenti*.;.ugh R v 
I loir.- H Hensrre|n.'im v Sireti' Lock L3f.e v 
chi* 1 nc: Mtad v W'rctdi 1 ^ J.jde's, 
rj--- i.ymnn v [V«b(y M Oueet's v Wakiul 
w n,.vni..y v thavi Pains's West 
K eii.'-.i WaUii4'S.i '.V.ijan 'i: CurKtert'iv 
*in liVwjar. ln.r. , Wre'J'Jon R 


RUGBY UNION 
Ucfc-off 2 30 unlees slated 
Courage Clubs Championship 
First c&tskxi 

Bath v London kish (3.0)..— 

Leicester v West Hartlepool (3 0).. 

Orretl v Hariequtns (3 Q) .. .. 

Second dwteton 

Bedford v Waterloo (3 0) .... 

Coventry v Blackheath (3.0). 

London Scottish v Richmond (3.0) - 

Moseley v Rugby (3 0J. . .. 

Newcastle v WataBeid (3 0) __ 

Rotherham v Nottingham (3.0).. 
Third cfivislon 

Clifton v Rossiyn Part (3 0). .. 

Fytde v Reading (3.01 .. - 

Havant v Otiey (30)... . .... 

London Wtfch v Leeds (3 0). 

Lydney v Harrogate (101 . . 

Moriey v Whartedale p 6). 

Bedash v Exeter p.Ol .. .. 

WalsaS v Liverpool Si Helens (3.01 ... 

FOURTH DTVtSION NORTH: Kendal v Lxsh. 
IHd I30i: Manchester v Sandal 131». Nun¬ 
eaton v Ftoretord (3 01: Sheffield v Asparna 
(3 0i: Stote-on-Treoi v Wimairaon Fart (3 0): 
StorebridQe v Bin«ngham?SoMtul (30): 
Worcester v Praslrei Grasshoppers p0>. 
FOURTH DIVISION SOUTH: Astaans v 
Norm Watsham (301. berry HU v MeOTKfr- 
lan Ponce |30). Cantaiev v Tribard I34J1. 
Chart on Part v Bariuna (3 0). Ftah Wyaxrtie 
v Hentey r30). Ncwbrey v Westorvstper. 
Mara p Ol. Plynotjih v Chetenham p Oi 
SOUTH WEST: First cfivtslore Brohem v St 
fites. rjto x asaer Old Soys v Mredsrhejd. 
Larev»s»on v BarT&nwto. Matson v Cam- 
beme. Salcbrev v Bndgwater. Trereisy v 
Stroud 

MO LANDS: First dNtsorr Barters Butts v 
Syslon. BHgrava v Slortwood Part' 
aroaJslreni y Stalk)ret Burton v Samnorpa: 
Camp H.I v MansteU. Darby v Laoraon 
B>xzerd. HncWey v Leamriglon W met- 
hampron v Wcarteigh 

NORTH: First dMsron: Bmdired and Bngiey 
v Bndkncfon; FUfi tonfflns v Stockton: 
Sedgtey Pert v Haw Brighten: We&i Part 
ft am hope v Macdestfetd; Widnes v 
ftoughton Pari. 

CfS CCX1NTY CHAMPtONSHIP: SemHtn- 
ate Cotrevaa v CumDna lal Cambomei. 
Somereei v Northumtertand (at Brid^nater. 
301 

Welsh League 
First rBvtsion 

Caerphilry vTrecrehy. .. 

Caidrtl v NewrtxKtoa . . .. 

Neath v Bndgena .— 

Newport v Ebbw Vaie . 

Pcrtypndd v Dunvant. ._ . 

Swansea v Lkanefli.. 

Second division 
Abercynon v Blackwood. 

Abertiffrey vScxrtfr Wafes tores... 

Bonymaen v Aberavon.. 

Cross Keys v Maesleg . 

Uandovery v Ystradgynlafe. 

Ctoff Instkno v Rcnfypooi . 

7HWD DIVISION: Bufih Wefis v 'Pyta. 
Mountain Ash v Merthyr. Penarth w Naibenh: 
tonnev v Tentry United: Tredegar v 
Uanreran, Tondu v Kanfig Hrt 

Tements Premitesfap 
First revision 

Cume v Metros© (3 01 . . 

Hawich v Swing Cour<v (3 0) 

Jed-Forea v Hanot's FP (3.0). 

Second dmsKXt 

Dundee HSFPv&ggar (3 C9. 

Glasgow HKvheteopQ). 

Gala v Ednbugh Acads (3JQ). 

GtasgowAcadsv West ol Scotland P 0) 
THIRD DIVISION: KrtcaWy v GtoMom 
.le FP v 


THE new mood of expectancy 
at Keighley exTends beyond 
fee visit tomorrow of St 
Helens for a Silk Cue Chall¬ 
enge Cup quarter-final, now 
that the cloud of insolvency 
hanging over fee First division 
club appears to be lifting. It is 
a sign of fee times that all 
7.845 tickets for fee match 
were quickly mapped up. 

Ar a meeting this week, 

creditors were assured by the 

dub’s administrator, appoint¬ 
ed last October, that a 
El million debt was dose to 
being wiped out. In the York¬ 
shire town itself, recent de¬ 
spair has given way to 
buoyancy, as fee Cougars put 
their problems behind them 
and prepare for the visir of fee 
cup holders. 

Kevan Halliday-Brown. the 
Keighley chief executive, said 
yesterday: [There was deep 
pessimism in fee town, espe¬ 
cially with the moves by a 
couple of leading players. 
Mick Pinkney and Martin 
Wood, to Sheffield. The finan- 
dal position was a worry for 
many people, but we are 
virtually over that and a great 
cup run and the St Helens 
match has pur a spring back in 
the step of everyone." 

Ironically, some of Keigh¬ 
ley’s problems can be traced 
back to the dub record fee of 
£154.000 paid two years ago to 
Sheffield for Daryl Rjwefl. 
now their player-coach. Three 
days later. Keighley found 
there was no place for them in 
fee new Super League. Several 
sponsors withdrew and dub 
officials reckoned the exclu¬ 
sion cost them in the region of 
£750.000. 

Powell, the former Great 
Britain stand-off half, stuck by 
the club and Keighley with 
hint. He was handed the 
coaching role in succession to 
Phil Larder, now at Sheffield, 
whose contract was not re¬ 
newed after last season. PUw- 
ell and Simon Irving, the team 
manager, will both be on duty 
on the pitch tomorrow. Off the 
field, the pair have worked 
well, with a tight budget, in 
blending a combative, pacey 
unit that is unbeaten this 
season. 


HOCKEY 

NASTRO AZZURRO LEAGUE: Prarnar 
League: Asttcrd v Spencer. Beckenham v 
Fartfranr Bournemouth y Arehcrtans. 
Hempstead/WBAnnstei v Goto Court: High 
Wycombe v Chichester. Ramgartis v Wok¬ 
ingham. Richmond v Maidenhead. Tim- 
bridge Wefe v Old IMvigifnans: VAnbtodon v 
Wdtfng HampshvalSuney: Andotrar v Ch- 
aam. assngsio*® v Goan: Soitlarpion v 
DuMch; Btandkxd v Ceded; Pratey v Etamec; 
Petofsfietd v Old Cranteighans. London Urfiv- 
ersny « Epsom. Old Md-WhttgdMns v Old 
Wafcouvians: Oxshan v Portsmourh. Kent/- 
Suasoc Eartboutte v Worthing. Harihran v 
Ashtons Mardsn RusspIe v Behedrae; 
lAddteiarr v Bognoc Mid Suwes « Brighton. 
Old Bordmansv Heme 8 ay: Old Hoicomb®- 
ans v Bedev feioda. Old Wtanroraana v 
Biackheah Ssmnoeks v Beateyhoah Trtst 
Hill v Ucyds Bank Mlddx/Berta/Buda and 
Oran: Femham Common v Rtehtogs Part: 
Genaidc Cross v Eattewe: Ifeyts, v 
Brackneit. Lwns v Stans. Marlow v Harrow: 
Mil tW v Headrntan, kUon Keynes v 
Arrcfritfivn: OMT v&xixry: PHC Chnmck v 
NewOurrtWest Hampstead v Crly ot Obort 
NORTHERN LEAGUE: First dvWon: Ben 
Rhyddlng v Ftemgartna. Fomnby v Norton; 
NeGtort v Ftarro^ito. SteNWd Barters v 
Chester; Sprtegfieids v Southport; Saokvell v 

DT?D^ENHAM THORPE MIDLAND LEA¬ 
GUE Premier ttertetan: Btowech v 
BWssontetd. Khaisa v Covertry end North 
Warwtokdwe Loughtxrough Siudente <r 
Hamplon-avArden. North Noffinghamshre v 
Hatxsume. tJotvn^em v OWon and We&l 
WanMCkehoe 

ADNAMS EAST LEAGUE Promt* tMeton 
A: Bchop'r. Stortlord v Retfcrtdge and Ittohl 
Cambridge City v Choimctottl' Carbndge 
UnNwratv v Derehanv Petertaorouah Town v 
toewch. Sudbray v Cotoheater Piamler 
dMson B: Bury St Edmunds v Bedkxd 
Town. Qactcn v (psaech and East SutioK 
Huntingdon vOW Souttwraian.' Ncnrtcfi Cty 

v Luton Town. Romhad v Wastan 
WOMEN'S CLUB MATCHES: Boih v Red- 
tand-. Camtndqe Otv V Peterttorough. 
Canterbury v Tiise HJ. Hamos»Kid v 
Wokmg; Hendon v Bracknel: Oft} loughtorv 
isns v Chertwham. Rearing v HBmpKxr. 
Redbndge v Buy Si Edmunds: Si Atouns v 
Btooharto. West Witney v WtrrtSedon. 


"Hie one change to fee 
Keighley side, which upset 
Halifax in the previous round, 
is fee return on fee wing of 
Jason Criichley. their leading 
try-scorer last season, who 
was farced home early from 
Great Britain's tour of New 
Zealand last October with a 
knee injury. Steve Prescon, fee 
Si Helens full back, has recov¬ 
ered from food poisoning, but 
the holders have a doubt 
about Derek McVey. who 
faces a late fitness check. 

Salford won a tight pre¬ 
season contest at Warrington, 
bur fear is nor a reliable guide 
to the televised all Super 
League tie at Wilder^pool 
today. David and Paul 
Hulme, brorhers-in*arms for 
most of their careers at 
Widnes, are in opposition for 
only the second time. If it is a 
case of age before beauty, 
David. 33. might emerge 
victorious from Salford's vet¬ 
eran pack. 

Sieve Blakeley plays his first 
match since last September at 
stand-off for Salford after a 
second groin operation in 15 
monfos. lesryn Harris, fee 
Wales and Britain back, made 
his first appearance for War¬ 
rington since being placed on 
the transfer list at £1J5 million 
last July in the fifth-round 
defeat of Sheffield, and will be 
on the bench again. 

Leeds, wife Richie Black- 
more. fee New Zealand centre, 
fit for a first outing, appear to 
have the most straightforward 
passage into fee semi-finals, 
playing first division opposi¬ 
tion at home tomorrow. 
Featherstone Rovers were 
anything but promotion can¬ 
didates in losing last weekend 
to Hull Kingston Rovers, but 
with half their side composed 
of former players at Head- 
ingley, incentive is hardly in 
short supply. 

Oldham are expecting a 
13.000 crowd at Boundary 
Park tomorrow, but have the 
look of sacrificial lambs about 
them against Bradford Bulls, 
the finalists last year. Their 
cause will not be helped by the 
absence of Matt Munro. fee 
influential Australian for¬ 
ward, who has a broken hand. 


WOMEN'S WELSH LEAGUE: Ca/OBt Alh v 
Cofcwyn Bay: Hawrioikiea v ftonrypriut); 
Penanrt v Cwdtl Inst Swansea v Newtown. 
WOMEN'S COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: 
North (at Prescot. 103P)- Cheshie v 
Cumbria: Lancashire v Yorkshire NarttMn- 
bwtand w Cheshire. LCL v HunrtoerscJe: 
Humberside v Cumbna. Yortshre v LCL 
Was! (at Bournemouth, 10.30). Gtaucesto- 
shre v HeretordshtiB Dovon v Somerset 
Cermval v Dorsal. Dwon vGfcurasJtosre. 
Omrt v Somerset Cornwell v Heretonlehrre 

OTHER SPORT 

ATHLETICS: Engtsh cross country 
TIBS rat fiavart) 
j Budwotew Leagua: OytUI 
Prilace v Chester (730). Manchester v 
Worthing (730). B fi nfing t i a in v ShetftaW 
(730): Hamel and WartcnJ v Derby (7 301 
National Lsagua: Mem Fimtdwaton: Oanfin 
v Wertmtester (8 Ol: Mid Sussex » Ccvcnoy 
(7 301: Notangfiam v Gitoard (8 Ol. C&tortf v 
Buy end Bcnon |B0): Plymouth v Stockton 
(7 30) Second dfonon; Aston v South 
Wales (730). RrfisNre v Swindon (730): 
Northampton v Bournemouth (6.01, Shetfeto 
v Thames Valley (6 01: Stough v Scute Bank 
(80) Wamea flrat eWston: (pswtofr v 
Crystal Palace f7J0j- London v Rhondda 
(601; Northampton v Hartosden (BOi: Mol- 
hhGfiam v Thames VaUey (60). Sheffield v 


LNwpooi V C n c<ir B.ki d (1 0): Manchester v 
Ptyrrxxttri |4 0) 

BOWLS: Yemen Ticetey la! New EarsuKk) 
BOXING: World Bcoung Orgartaahon Mor- 
csrfiinrinta) champion&hlp (vacant) Stove 
tosnson (Wales) v Tomas Sartos Senary) 
(M»i (ai Brentlord) 

ICE HOCKEY: Suporteague ptaytolls: 
Gtoito A: Newcastle v Ayr (630) Group B: 
Nonrgham » ShoffleU ibO): BaOnqstote v 
BractoteD |G30) 

LACROSSE Shepherds FitencBy Society 
LaaguK Prerrtar (Mstorv Choadte v 
Poynion; Chaatte Hukne v THtoaftey: Meior 
v Hutmeiars. Moonhoipa v Swcipon: Old 
Waconuns v Heaton Mersey. 

ROWING: Worneri's HeocJ^ol toe Rvb 
mnawayl 

VOLLEYBALL: National League: Women: 
Rret drvtslon: Leads v London Malory (230i 


Southern (30). Swan’s Meiv*e 

FHihead'JordanhiS v 


rurmamoci 1 1301 

DW1S83K 


FOURTH 
Gdrdortflno 130) 

Insuranco Corporation League 
FirSl efivston 

C«k Consuruiion v CHd Wesley... 

Dungannon v Yowg Munset ... 

msroraans v Blackrock CoSage. 

Lansdcwne v BaHymena. 

ijtd Crescent v Terenure CoB-....... 

Shannon v Citd Beheden? . 

S May's College v Garyowen. 

Second tfivfefcn 

Bective Rangers v Wander^s. 

Crerry v Oonlarf. 

High field v Greyalones. 

MFC v DoipKn. .. .. 

Skerres v Morftslown .... 

Sunday's Well V DLSP. 

UCC v Malone. .... 

INTERNATIONAL MATCH: Sccthnd Under 
19 y England Colls (ar StWngj 
CLUB MATCH: CantinuqB University v 
Wateda Urtwersny p Oj 



Buying a new or used? 
Then you need What Car? 


Don't miss it 
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ARSENAL 


* Dennis Bergkamp should be 
able to lead Arsenal through a 
plainly petrified Ebrest The 
brilliant 17-year-old French 
prodigy. Nicolas Anelka, could make an 
early debut in attack, if Paul Merson is 
unfit Fed-up with being left out of Paris 
Saint-Germain’s first team, Anelka was 
delighted to have been brought to 
Highbury by his compatriot Arsene 
Wenger. John Lukic, dearly finding form 
and confidence, continues in goal in the 
absence of David Seaman. BG 



ASTON VILLA 


Brian Little, die manager, is 
;V f extending his scouting network 
JP to Australia — birthplace of 
Mark Bosnich, the Villa goal¬ 
keeper, and original home of sundry other 
"Socceroos” now plying their trade in 
Europe. Little has linked up with Roy 
McLaren, the former Villa assistant manag¬ 
er, who runs a highly successful football 
academy Down Under. "Anything that can 
produce talent for us has to be considered," 
Little said. "It would be foolhardy to ignore 
what is available over a wider field." RK 



BLACKBURN ROVERS 


□ C 


CHELSEA 


Blackburn are idle in the 


& Premiership because of Mid- 
-dlesbroueh’s commitments in 

«TTE?rmoRj( - — - — ~ — 


the FA Cup at Derby. The 
future, however, is brightening ail the 
time. Tony Parkes, the caretaker-manager, 
has added youngster Damien Duff to the 
first-team roster and believes Roy Hodg¬ 
son mil inherit an exciting young squad. 
“We've got several teenagers on the verge 
of the first team, and our hard work with 
the youth policy will soon be paying 
dividends," he said. DM 


Eddie Newton has had a knee 
operation and his energy is 
dearly missed in midfield, 
i Omul Oiillifs frarhired ankle 


Ruud Gullit's fractured ankle 
will probably keep him out until the aid of 
the season. Reassuring for Chelsea is the 
impressive form of G rod as in goal, but their 
defence looks strangely suspect when high 
balls come into the box. Against first 
division defenders, Gianfranco Zola might 
find more space but Gianluca Vfedli has 
been making disappointingly little differ¬ 
ence when coming on as substitute. BG 



mVENTRY CITY 


‘ Gordon Strachan. W 
er reckons he will have 
^nned up an £ 800.000 bar- 

—- ^iTthe shape of Aleksandr 
Fvmchok once the former Dnepr central 
defender has adjusted to *e ngours of llfe 

in the Premiership WW 
fiehtine to save the club from relegation. 

should^have invesrigatcd the Ukranuaii^ 

background a bit more dosely. Eviushok. 

S spent the past two yrass siting to 

a degree at the University of Kiev. His 

course? Football management._ KIV 



DERBY COUNTY 




l_.,_ _ 

EVERTON 


Derby enter their FA Cup 
quarter-final against Middles¬ 
brough this afternoon having 
conceded 16 goals in their past 




_ After throwing away a lead at 
% U Southampton in midweek, 
Everton’s need for greater de- 

fmciw cpnirilvuncrpvnlpfiin 



LEEDS UNITED 


LEICESTER CITY 


E 


LIVERPOOL 


five fixtures, six of them to Middlesbrough 
in the Premiership on Wednesday. Jim 
Smith, the manager, is expected to recall 
Paul McGrath today, while the return to 
fitness of Chris Powell allows Gary Rowett 
to move to the back three from left wing- 
back. where he has been tentative. Dean 
S turn'd ge. the leading scorer, is 
suspended. RH 


tensive security was revealed in 
a £4.25 million bid for Slaven Bilic. of West 
Ham. “I’ve admired him since he came to 
this country," Joe Royle, the manager, said. 
In the meantime. Paul Gerrard’s groin 
injury means that they go to Leeds today 
with die same defence. Neville Southall 
continuing in goal. Paul Rideout looks 
likely to stay, his move to Japan now 
officially “on the back-burner". PB 


Carlton Palmer may return to 
the defence this week, and 
V ••■>*-'j/ David Wetherall keeps his 
*’*=**' place in the Leeds line-up. 
Kelly completes a two-match suspension, 
and Radebe starts one. Lee Bowyer. who 
was replaced at half-time by Palmer last 
Saturday, is fit to return in midfield. The 
Yeboah saga rolls on, with the forward's 
agent meeting the Leeds chairman last 
week. “You'll have to ask the chairman 
what it was about I don’t know.” George 
Graham, the manager, said. PB 


jV^ Steve Claridge seems an un- 
ra’; likely subject for an autobiog- 
raphy but his story is published 
later this month and it is a 
footballing tale with a difference. Nothing 
has been simple. He overcame a heart 
problem to appear for a succession of non- 
league and lower-division dubs, working 
part-time as a gardener and greengrocer. 
He rowed with managers, gambled heavily 
and is now involved in a door-to-door egg 
delivery service. Despite a shoulder prob¬ 
lem. he playg: against Coventry today. RH 


rzdSf Stan Collymore went Awol last 
iTuesday, the third time he has 
missed training without nng- 
ing in an excuse. Even Kpy 
Evans is fast approadiing the limits of a 
tether that was seemingly endless and more 
dramatic action could follow. The manager 
is impressed with SK Brann’s Tore Andre 
Ho and. should Liverpool beat the Norwe¬ 
gians in the Cup Winners’ Cup, he could 
arrive at Anfield to herald Collymore s 
hasty cut-priced departure before the trans¬ 
fer deadline at the end of the month. PM 



■MANCHESTER UNITED 


--V- 

W " 






|«3 Gary Pallister is United'S only 
; serious injury doubt, with a 
groin strain, but Alex Fergu¬ 
son, the manager, will wait 
until this morning to decide whether any of 
the other players need a rest after the 
emotional high of Wednesday night at Old 
Trafford. “I might dedde to freshen it up 
with one or two changes," he said. Keane is 
suspended. U Pallister is not fit, either 
Johnsen will drop back, or Gary Neville will 
move into central defence with his brother. 
Philip, coining in. PB 



MIDDLESBROUGH 


Mikkel Beck has admitted that 
he and Fabrizio Ravandlr have 
not always been on the same 
wavelength. “1 didn’t like the 
way he kept gesticulating at me,” the 
Danish forward said. “It has been difficult 
but now he understands enough English 
for me to tell him what I don’t tike about 
him." Bryan Robson’s men are, however, 
missing the injured Emerson, Festa, 
Kinder, Vickers and Pearson, and the 
manager knows that Intemazionale and 
AS Roma are pursuing RavaneUi. 



NEWCASTLE UNITED 


With all the excitement of 
European competition and the 
FA Cup this weekend. Kenny 
Dalglish's return to Anfield on 
Monday has been somewhat overlooked. 
True, he has been back there before, but 
never as manager of Newcastle. One thing 
is certain: Dalglish's natural caution will 
ensure there is no repeat or last season's epic 
4-3 result, which denied Kevin Keegan the 
title and ultimately led to his departure. 
Dalglish will surely not allow similar fere 
to be served up. DM 



NOTTINGHAM FOREST 


Supporters expecting the new 
owners to make quick signings 
to try to ease the relegation 
difficulties have been disap¬ 
pointed. The team that feces Arsenal this 
afternoon will be chosen from the same 
squad as three months ago, when Forest 
beat today's opponents in Stuart Pearce’s 
first game in charge. “We need a striker, a 
midfield player and a defender but I have to 
keep my nerve." Dave Bassett, the general 
manager, said. At least the £16 million is 
earning interest. RH 





SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 


What is it about Wednesday? 
One defeat in 22 games, and yet 
still no one is taking them 
seriously. Take the FA Cup. 
Chelsea. Wimbledon, even Derby have 
their passionate backers for the trophy, but 
not Wednesday. They have managed to 
sneak into the quarter-finals with barely a 
murmur, but a home draw, even against 
Wimbledon, suggests that the 6-1 you could 
still get last week is a sound bet With David 
Pleat, the manager, concocting a mixture of 
style and bile, Wimbledon are wary. DM 


HOW THEY STAND 



SOUTHAMPTON 


SUNDERLAND 


Goals are as rare as smiles on 
Wearside these days and in the 
wake of die 4-0 defeat by 
Tottenham on Tuesday—their 
worst home reverse in 16 years — 
Manchester United are unwelcome guests 
at Raker Park today. Paul Stewart, a 
boyhood United fen, has announced his 
return to fitness and should be at least a 
substitute. With the transfer deadline just 
two weeks away, the Roker fferk faithful are 
concerned that no relegation-averting 
signings are in the offing. 
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Pts 

Goal 

difl 

Last five 
Ige games 

1 ,Manchestef.Unlted.... 

.. 28 

57 

+25 

WWWDW 

■2 Liverpool. 

.. 28 

53 

+25 

WWWDL 

• • 3 Arsenal. 

.. 29 

51 

+P1 

Doaw 

4 Newcastle. 

.. 27 

48 

+20 

DWWWL 

5 Aston ViBa. 

.. 29 

46 

+8 

WWDWL 

6 Sheffield Wednesday 

.. 28 

45 

+4 

DDWWW 

. 7 .wkribteGwr.. 

:T7~'44-V7" 

T . DWDLD 

" ,8ChefeeaV. 

.. 27 

43 

+4 ■ 

WWDLD 

..vatefafetef . 

.. 27 

36 

-5 

fJLWWVtf-. 

iff Leeds. 

.28 

36 

-8 

DDLWW' 

■h TTtTottenham. 
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Everton 


After rwo successive dean 
sheets, the Southampton de¬ 
fence was back to its bad old 
ways in the first half against 
at The Dell on Wednesday. 
Graeme Sou ness, the manager, credited 
half-time substitute Michael Evans, the 
forward signed from Plymouth Argyle early 
this week, with inspiring the fighlback that 
rescued a point Frustrating, then, to be 
without a game today. The dub match at 
Bournemouth last night at least gave Evans 
another chance to leant the system. NS 


^ TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 


" t Mklctiesbroucfh deducted three points 

; ; • 
■■-C'i • : 


3."vT 


- ->■ -: 


Reports last weekend suggest- 
ed that Chris Armstrong's 
career could be in jeopardy 
because of a persistent article 
injury, which has kept him out of the side 
since early December. Strange, then, that 
Armstrong is back training with the first 
team and taking pan in knockabout games 
at the club's ChigvveU training ground. It is 
likely, too. that he will play in part of a 
reserves match next week. "He’s progress¬ 
ing quite nicely," Tony Lenaghan' the 
Tottenham physiotherapist said. RK 



WEST HAM UNfTED 


West Ham. who entertain 
Chelsea on Wednesday, will 
then be faced with four succes¬ 
sive away games if. as is likely. 
Middlesbrough reach the Coca-Cola Cup 
final. It is, Harry Redknapp says, the crux 
of the season, but will the manager have 
Slaven Bilic to help him through it? Everton 
have confirmed their interest — a £5 million 
bid seems imminent — but Redknapp is 
adamant. “We don't want to sell, it’s as 
simple as that" he said yesterday, “and he 
must show some loyalty to us." KP 



WIMBLEDON 


Not a bad week for Wimble¬ 
don. Robbie Earle has been 
voted Carling player of the 
month for February, the first 
Wimbledon player to receive the honour. 
Leonhardsen is doubtful, but Sullivan, the 
goalkeeper, and Jones are expected to be fit 
for the FA Cup game at Hillsborough 
tomorrow. Paul Heald. Sullivan’s under¬ 
study. impressed in the draw at Coventry, 
which was described by Joe Kirin ear. the 
manager, as “a terrific result considering 
we had half the team only half-fit" NS 





Reports: Brian Gtanvffle, Peter BaO, Russell Kampson. Richard Hobson. Nick Szczepanlk. 
Keith Pice. David Maddock. Statistics: Julian Desborough 



TICKETS: Sotd our |_;. 

lO-YEAR RECORD: 0-0. 0-2. 1-3 30. 1-1. 3-3. M. —. 1-0. 1-1 


HOW THEY LINE UP 


ARSENAL (from): J Lukic. L Dixon. N Winterbum. A Adams, P Vieira, 
S Hughes. D Bergkamp. M Keown, S Marshall. D Platt P Merson. 
S Morrew, L Harper, P Shaw. I SeUey. M Rosa, N Anelka. 


NOTTINGHAM FOREST (from) 1 M Crosstey, D Lyttie, S Pearce. 
C Cooper. S Chettle. N Jertan. AI Haaland. S GcmrrtB, I Woan. 
D Saunders. N Clough. B Roy. S Howe. S Blatherwick. C Armstrong. 
P McGregor, S Goman, D Phillips. A Pettis. 



COVENTRY CITY v 
LEICESTER CITY 




TICKETS: Seats available 


10-YEAR RECORD: 1-0. —. —. —. —. —. -. ~ 4-2. —. 


HOW THEY LINE UP 


COVENTRY CITY (from): S Ogrcovic. R Shaw. G Breen. D Dubfrn. 
P WHHams. P Teller. K Richardson, G McAUrster. E Jess. N Whelan. 
D Huckerby, P Ndlovu. B Borrows. A Evtushok. M Hail. G Strachan. 
J Rian 


LEICESTER CITY {from): K Keller. S Grayson. S Prior, S Guppy. 
J Lawrence. S Walsh. J Watts, M IzzeL S Taylor. N Lennon. G Parker. 
S CJartdge, M Robins. S Campbell. S Wilson, K Poole. 


'v? 


LEEDS UNITED v 

* EVERTON j’ 

TICKETS: Seals available ■■ I 

10-YEAR RECORD: —. —. —. —. 2-0. 1-0. 2-0. 3-0. 1-0.2-Z 


HOW THEY UNE UP 


LEEDS UNTTED (Irom) N Mariya G Hallo. D Wetherall, R Mofenaar. 
I Rush. C Palmer. L Bowyer. L Sharpe. I Harts. B Deane. A Yeboah. 
R Wallace. A Congo. A Gray. M Ford. M Jackson. M Beertey 


EVERTON i from)- N Southall. P Gerard. E Barrel I, D Unsworth. 
T Phelan. D Watson. C Short. A Grant, J Parkinson. D Ferquson. 
G Speed. G Sluari, M Branch. P Rideout. M Holtiger. J Spare! 
C Thomson. N Barmby 


Tr?vi: v. - ■scvac 


or.n: r:?0‘Y: cls- -sjtf fojnd 




n 


SUNDERLAND v 
MANCHESTER UNITED ' 

TICKETS: Sold ou: 

10-YEAR RECORD: —. - — 2-t. —..... 


HOW THEY LINEUP 

SUNDERLAND (from) L Pensr. G Hall. □ Kutkcti. ROrd.A MnWille 
0 KoUy, A Rae. h Ball. M Gray. P BiAoewaJj, C Rus&eri i Mi rWm 
L Howey. D Preece, P Stewart. S Agnew. m Bndgss. D V/illiams 


UNT ]FR {h ° my p SdhmenJial. G Ne-^Hie D M av 
G Pallister. D Irwm. D Bertram. R Johnsen E Canlon-^ 

^° c S y S 0, " kF “' B K 




V?C-jL2SS"OUGH 

_.! TICKETS: Sow out 

CUP RECORD (home team): P 5. W 2. 0 1.12. F 6. A10. 



HOW THEY LINE UP 

DERBY COUNTY (from): R Houtt. G Rowert. P McGrath, I Shmac, 
L Carsley, R van der Laan. D PoweH, C T 


L Carstev. R van cter Laan. D Pviwefl, C DaBty. A Aaanovic, P Trollope. 
R WBems. A Ward. M Taylor. P Stepson. S Flynn 


MIDDLESBROUGH (Irom): B Roberts. N Cot C Fleming, R Mustoe. 
M Beck. Jurunho. r Ravanelli. C Hignett. A Moore. C Bfsckmore 
P Stamp. G Walsh 



CHESTER?iEwD -■ 
WR SYK Air 


TICKETS: SoW out 



CUP RECORD (home team): P 3. W 1. DO. L 2. F 6. A 7 


HOW THEY LINE UP 

CHESTERFIELD (Horn). B Mercer. J Hevwtl. M Jules, C Pcrkns. 
M Wifiams, C Beaumont. S Gaugtvjn. J Howard, I CXjnn, G Lund. 
S Dydie, P Holland. A Rtorris. A fcwchell. J Lomas 


WREXHAM (from)- A Marriott. M Cartwright. M McGregor. D Brace. 
A Humes. 8 Jones, B Carey, P Hardy. V Chalc C^Skmner^P Word, 
B Hughes. K Russell. G Omo. D Brammer. 

K Gorinofly. G Bennett. S Moms. 


W Phillips. S Walk*!. 




TICKETS: Sold out 


CUP RECORD (home team) P 2. W 1. D 1. L Q. F 2. A I 


HOW THEY UNE UP 

PORTCMOUTH |trom)- A KmghL R Potfnck. R Porrell. A Thomson. 
A Awlord. P Hell S Igoe. F Simpson. D Hilfcr. M Svencson. L Bradbuiv 
A McLoughlm, A Cook. A Dobson. Y 


C W D Pelf0na J. F Lebocut. S Clarke 

F Sndai, j Mmto. R Di Malteo. C Burtoy. G Vialli. E Johnsen D Wis#> 
P Hughes. A Myers. J Morris. M Nicholls. G Zola. M Hughes. N Colgaii' 


MONDAY 




I 20: A Shearer (Newcastle United). IB: I Wright (Arsenal). 14: D Yorke 
! (Aston VHta). 13: R Fowler (Liverpool), F Ravanelfi (Middlesbrough). L 
; FercEnand (Newcasila United). 12:0 G Sofskper (Manchester 
> United), M Le Tissier (Southampton). 10: C Sutton (Blackburn 
j Rovers), S CoOymore {Liverpool), E Etoku (Wmbtedon}. ft D Dubin 
j (Coverttry City), S Claridge (Leicester City). 




1-4: Manchester United; 9-2: Liverpool; 10-1: Newcastle Unfled; ift-i: 
: Arsanat; 50-1: Aston ViBa. Cheteea; 80 - 1 : Wimbledon, Sheffield 
; Wednesday. Odds supplied by LadbrtAoa 


! The official Internet site of the FA Caring Premiership 
j is at fffip -J Mww.fa-carting .coni/ ___ 


„ -5.43;- 


S % 


j ftWNb-SCAY 

V r/ '-V-y 


TICKETS; Seas a-/®labie 
CUP RECORD: N’a preuious mcoitng 




_ HOW THEY UNE UP 

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY (from) K Pressman. M Clarks. PAfherton. 
D Stetanovic. J Newsome, 5 Oakes, D Water, i Nolan. S Nicol, 
G Whitting ham. G Hyde, M Pembndge. R Barter, R Humphreys. 
A Booth. D Hirst. L Briscoe. W Collins. 0 Trusrfull. B Carbone. 


WIMBLEDON (from): N SuJfivan, K Cunmngham. A Kimble, V Jones. 
D Blackwell. O Leonhardsen, R Eerie. E Ekaku, D HoWswefih. M Gavio. 
C Perry, J Goodman. B McAllisier. N .ArcBey. S CasUcdme. M Harford. 
D Jupp, A Clarke. P Fear. P Heat'd. B Murphy. 




LIVERPOOL v 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 

TICKETS: Sdd out 
10-YEAR RECORD: 2-0. <41, 1-2, —. —, —. —, 0-2. JJJ, 4.3 



HOW THEY UNE UP 

LIVERPOOL rtrom) D James, D Matteo. R Jones. SI Bjomcbyc. 


J IdcAJeer. N Ruddock. P Babb. J Barnes. S McManaman. M Thomas. 
J Redknapp. S Coflymore. R Fowter. S Haritness. J Cflrraqhcr 
M Kennedy. A Warner. L Joneo. P Bergei. B T Kvarrne 


NEWCASTLE UNITED (from)- S Hlslop P Smtcaek. W Barton. 
J Boredom, D Batty. D Peacock, ft Lee, P Beardsley. L Ferdinand. 
F Asprilla, R Eliott D Gtnold. K Gillespo. S Watcon. L Ctork. P Albert. 
J Crawford 


v,. ; 


: c°o^vE. , SS;.^ h) lt “ °-V IhlaMIghB. [tori.. 


I ] l8m Sky Sports 1 Goals on Sunday 
| ^ BBC1 ShcffiBW Wednesday v Wimbledon (Ihre) 


7pm ^ 1 Uni . M Mi 


(live) 
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Portsmouth’s run 
of success built 
on shaky ground 




"H 




stak 


e 






3laci 


n 8 


!■* r.- 
1 . J '- 

:' J ^ t 

•'•llrie 


s sale 


r la 


Atin 


* 


>s deal 


W hat bitter-sweet 
games football plays 
with our emotions. 
# On Wednesday, flying as high 
^ as h {jets, we had the sublime 
exhibition from Manchester 
United in the European Cup. 
By Thursday, we were taken to 
tire depths again by die Crown 
Prosecution Service’s confir¬ 
mation that the match-fixing 
trial sullying the essence and 
integrity of the sport, is to go 
cxi for months, perhaps years 
(ocome. 

We are lifted, we are 
crushed. Yet the weekend 
comes and with it the FA Cup. 
The great traditions that have 
gone on since before any of us 
were bom are revisited on 
Sunday ar Fratton Park, 
where Portsmouth, Cup win¬ 
ners in 1939, take on Chelsea, 
the team thaLwould bless the 
Cup Final this year with all the 
grace and skids that you could 
imagine. 

Portsmouth could beat Chel- 
y sea. no doubt about that. 

Chelsea are so gifted that they 
can outwit Manchester Uni¬ 
ted, Liverpool, any team in die 
land; and Chelsea are so 
profligate of those talents that 
an honest team such as Pom-. 
pey could take them in half a' 
game. 

Intriguing, and the pity is 
that Fratton Park, on its last 
legs, is reduced to 15.500 
capacity — less than a third of 
the 51 jfS who cheered Ports¬ 
mouth to the echo against 
Derby County in the sixth 
round of this competition just 
after the Second World War. 

At Portsmouth you can fed 
the gravity of the game's 
history; you can sense a club 
fallen on hard times, grap¬ 
pling for a home, for a place in 
the fature and yet, with ruth¬ 
less intent, aiming to put an 
end to the fresh dream of 
Gianfranco Zola and his im¬ 
ported pals. 

Who is plotting Chelsea'S 
downfall? Why, Terry Ven- .' 
ables. He is using Portsmouth, 
the dub he has purchased for 
one pound, to resuscitate both 
the compulsion that he can 
own and ran a leading football 
club and the belief that Ports- 


ROB HUGHES 



Weekend View 


mouth can survive this season 
and survive the drastic decline 
that, in tile modem financial 
age, will one day destroy 
die structure of League foot¬ 
ball as we have known it in 
England. 

Venables is not the manager 
at Portsmouth, indeed Terry 
Fenwick, the former England 
and Tottenham Hotspur de¬ 
fender, is. “As far as I am 
concerned, Terry Venables is 
the best coach in die world," 
he said. 


Ai 


nd Fenwick celebrated 
his award as the first 
division's manager of 
the month yesterday by dip¬ 
ping his toe into some mild 
controversy. “The fact that he 
isn't the England manager is 
the biggest ricket the FA has 
dropped since the 1966 World 
Cup finals. Terry did a great 
job with England last summer 
and spent two years assem¬ 
bling a great squad of players. 
He lifted the whole nation with 
what he achieved at Euro 96— 
and then left. It seems crazy. 
With all due respect to Glenn 
Hdddle, he is not in Terry's 
league. England's loss is Ports¬ 
mouth^ gain. 1 * 

Of course, it changed the 
history not only of Portsmouth 
but of Chelsea. For Huddle, 
having' directed the London 
dob hallway towards its- 
present standing, handed over 
to Ruud Gullit and the Dutch¬ 


man. in his first season, has 
broadened the visions, the 
ambitions and the allure of 
Chelsea in a manner not seen 
for two decades. 

All of that will nor be lost on 
Portsmouth. They have aspi¬ 
rations of their own. Alan 
Knight, the goalkeeper who 
came south from Balham at Jb 
and dropped anchor at Ports¬ 
mouth, plays his 738lh game 
for Rampey. An England 
youth and Under-2! interna¬ 
tional. a player dropped at the 
start of this season, a single- 
dub loyalist. Knight thinks 
back to 1992 when Portsmouth 
lost an FA Cup semi-final 
against Liverpool. 

_ “After the defeat on penal¬ 
ties. 1 looked around the 
dressing-room." he said. 
Darren Anderton and Kit 
Symons were really upset at 
missing out on the final. 
thought, at least they will get 
■another crack at success in 
their careers; 1 had missed my 
last chance ... but now it's 
come again." 

The only other players in- 
that Portsmouth side who face 
Chelsea tomorrow are the 
sweeper. Andy Awford. and 
Alan McLoughlin, the Ireland 
international whose goal 
against Nottingham Forest 
put Portsmouth into that semi¬ 
final. 

Their new team-mates 
indude Lee Bradbury, the 
striker bought out of the Army 
for £400 so that he can travel 
to Portsmouth by catamaran 
from Cowes, and Russell 
Perrett a defender who was 
fitting double-glazing a year 
and a half ago. 

These read like tales of non- 
League football and. unless 
Portsmouth achieve further 
success in the Cup or promo¬ 
tion to the Premiership.They 
could be common stories at 
whatever ground Portsmouth 
find if they leave Fratton Park. 

Purchased for under £5.000 
nearly a century ago. the 
future of the ground is now in 
doubt It all makes Venables’s 
£1 gamble seem not only 
remote but also whimsical. 
And still they could bear 
Chelsea. 


Brazilian settles on Tees and sympathy 


JUNINHO 


THE FACE OF 
FOOTBALL 


By David Maddock 


I n the charmingly 
named village of Jngle- 
by Barwick. between 
Middlesbrough and 
Darlington, lives the player 
who wears the most famous 
football jersey in the world. 
For the past three seasons. 
Os Waldo Giroldo Junior, or 
Juninha has worn the No to 
shirt of BraziL acquitting 
himself honourably in the 
jersey made legend by Pcle. 
He sports the same number 
for Middlesbrough, a shirt 
made famous by Alan 
Foggon and John Hicklon. 

There is the money, 
enough even to make a 
struggle at the foot of the FA 
Carling Premiership seem 
attractive, but sitting in the 
comfortable if anonymous 
house that the dub bought 
for him, Juninho conveys too 
much honesty, too much 
fresh-faced warmth, to be 
painted merely as another 
mercenary. Ravanclli and 
Emerson may not care undu¬ 
ly for Middlesbrough, but 
Juninho dearly does. 

“The image of some for¬ 
eigners in England has not 
been portrayed well and it 
hasn't helped, but I can 
honestly say that 1 have never 
had a problem with living 
here." he said. “Of course, in 
the beginning it was difficult, 
but I brought my family here, 
my mother, father and sister, 
and it is much easier for me. 
The people here have always 
been kind to me and that has 
made me happy.” 

Sitting in his mock Victori¬ 
an living room, with the 
modi coal fire burning gent¬ 
ly. it is dear that Juninho has 
settled into an English cul¬ 
ture that he describes as “very 
different" from home. It is 



Juninho believes that struggling Middlesbrough are too good to go down 


dear, too, that he is con ten L 
Yet (he question remains. 
Why Middlesbrough? If 
England, why not Manches¬ 
ter United or Liverpool 
Newcastle United or Chel¬ 
sea? 

Juninho is diplomatic and 
cautious, perhaps because of 
the much publicised out¬ 
bursts from fits (ess sensitive 
team-mates. He says that he 
has no problems with the 
comments attributed to 
RavaneUi. Middlesbrough's 
Italian forward, about the 
dub and his team-mates, but 
insisted: "Pm here because I 
believe in Middlesbrough, 
and I believe in Bryan Rob¬ 


son. It is easy to win big 
honours with teams like Mi¬ 
lan or Manchester ]Unitedj, 
but to do it with Middles¬ 
brough is a far bigger chall¬ 
enge. I still think we can meet 
that challenge." 

Juninho arrived from Sao 
Paulo in November 1995 for 
£4.75 million. With mesmeric 
skills and a vision that Eng¬ 
lish players invariably lack, 
his reputation was enhanced 
by a wonderful display for 
his country against England 
the previous summer. Two 
seasons on. he is too frequent¬ 
ly a peripheral figure as the 
dub sits at tfae foot of the 
Premiership. Yet Juninho's 


argument carries weight, 
because in the next five days 
he will play two games that 
could transform a bitterly 
frustrating season into a 
highly successful one. 

Today, against Derby 
County at the Baseball 
Ground. Middlesbrough 
contest a place in the semi¬ 
finals of the FA Cup. On 
Wednesday, they take a 2-0 
lead into the second leg of a 
Coca-Cola Cup semi-final 
with Stockport County. 

He would like to stay with 
Middlesbrough, that much is 
dear, but more than any¬ 
thing he wants to wear that 
Brazil No 10 shirt in the 


World Cup finals next year. 
To do so, he knows he must 
be playing in a successful 
team, and that is where the 
Fa Cup comes in. 

“1 travelled to Brad! last 
week lo play for my couimy." 
he said, “and the coach. 
Zagalio. ribbed me about 
Middlesbrough’s position. 
He said it as a joke, bur in 
fact he meant it as a very 
serious point. 

“Of course he’s concerned, 
and so am L It would be very 
difficult for me to play in the 
first division and for BraziL l 
explained to him that we are 
a very good team, and we are 
doing very well in the cups. 
When I came to Europe it 
was important to do well in 
the league, but also to play in 
European competitions. If we 
win one of the cups, and I 
think we will, then 1 will be 
fulfilling that ambition and 
Zagalio will be happy." 

Juninho argues passion¬ 
ately that things are finally 
beginning to take shape at 
the Riverside Stadium. “With 
so many foreign players, so 
many different languages, it 
was hard at the start of the 
season." he said. "Now we 
are beginning to play wdL 
and we can escape relegation. 
We are too good to be in this 
position." 

T he FA Cup. he said, 
is “almost an obses¬ 
sion in England, 
and 1 like that 1 like 
the passion there is here for 
the football and I enjoy the 
style of play. We have to go to 
Derby after beating them 
well just a few days ago. but I 
know it will be a very 
different game this time. But 
even though we are in a more 
comfortable situation in the 
Coca-Cola Cup. 1 think we 
can win them both." 

His optimism is refreshing, 
especially for those Middles¬ 
brough supporters who have 
despaired of the criticism that 
their dub has been forced to 
endure, both from outsiders 
and the very footballers that 
they were hoping would im¬ 
prove their image. 

“1 am a fan, 1 will support 
this chib even when I leave." 
Juninho said. He would 
dearly like to continue play¬ 
ing in Europe, but does not 
know yet if it will be In 
England because, as Brazil's 
No 10. he is not without 
ambition. To Juninho, that 
ambition does not exdude 
more humble demands. 


Albania forced to 
play away by Fifa 


By Russell Kempson 



FIFA, football’s world govern¬ 
ing body, has ordered Albania 
to play their next two home 
matches in the World Cup 
qualifying series in Granada, 
Spain. -• 

The fixtures against 
Ukraine on March 29 and 
Germany on April 4 were due 
to have been played in Tirana, 
the Albanian capital, but the 
decision to switch them was 
taken because of the political 
unrest in the Balkan country. 

The Spanish football federa¬ 
tion offered Granada’s Los 
Carmenes stadium, which has 
a capacity of 15,400. However, 
it has not yet been decided 
whether Albania win have to 
use the same venue when they 
play Northern Ireland in 
group nine on September 10. 

Castrol UK is to end its six- 
year sponsorship. agreement 
with Swindon Town, the Na¬ 
tionwide League first division 
club, at the end of this season. 
The oil firm will continue to 
support the club in a more 
minor financial role. 

Martin Stevens, the Swin¬ 
don marketing manager, said: 
“All good things come to an 
end and both of us feel we 
have developed the partner¬ 
ship as far as it can go." 

Terry Venables, the Austra¬ 


lia coach, has agreed to free 
Mark Schwaizer. the Mid¬ 
dlesbrough goalkeeper, from 
international duty to play for 
his dub in the Coca-Cola Cup 
semi-final second leg against 
Stockport County at the River¬ 
side Stadium on Wednesday. 
Schwarzer was due to join die 
Australia squad for a match 
against Macedonia on the 
same night 

“Mark is keen to establish 
himself as our No I goalkeep¬ 
er." Bryan Robson, the Mid¬ 
dlesbrough player-manager, 
said. “With a Wembley place 
at stake, it is an important 
game for the dub. Australia 
have eight games from now 
untfl July, and this is the only 
clash." Middlesbrough lead 
2-0 from the first leg. 

Gareth Farrelly. 21. the As¬ 
ton Villa midfield player, has 
rejected a new 3 * 2 -year con¬ 
tract The Ireland internation¬ 
al, whose present contract 
expires in the summer, is 
frustrated by his lack of first- 
team opportunities. 

Martin Bodenham. 47. of 
East Looe, Cornwall, who is 
one of England’s most experi¬ 
enced officials, has been cho¬ 
sen to referee the Coca-Cola 
Cup final at Wembley on 
Sunday, April 6. 


Hughes earns interest on advance 


B ryan Hughes. The mere 
name, not to mention 
his goalscoring skills 
from the Wrexham midfield, 
produced a glint in the eyes of 
Bobby Gould, the Wales man¬ 
ager, and Mick McCarthy, his 
Ireland counterpart. There 
must be a Trace of Welsh or 
Irish ancestry — a Dafyd or 
Seamus Hughes lurking 
among the grandparents — 
surely? Gould and McCarthy 
made discreet inquiries. 

Their search proved fruit¬ 
less. Hughes is pure Anglo- 
Saxon — born in Liverpool, 
only . five minutes from 
Goodison Park, with not a 
trace of a Celtic bloodli ne. “ I *m 
English through and 
through," he said, in a rich 
Scouse accent “And I’d love to 
play for England one day — of 
course; 1 would." 

Hughes. 20. has already 
taken the first tentative steps 
on the road to international 
recognition. He was one of 
only two second division play¬ 
ers selected for the Nationwide 
League Under-21 squad that 
drew 1-1 with Sene B under- 
21s in Genoa last month. Calm 
and confident consistently 
creative, he did not look out of 
place amid the young bucks 
from Torino, Palermo and 
Foggia. 

His education takes another 
unexpected curve tomorrow, 
when Wrexham play Chester¬ 
field in the unlikeliest of FA 


Russell Kempson on 
a forward-thinking 
youngster charging 
his cup to Wembley 


Cup quarter-finals. If he is 
excited, he keeps it well hid¬ 
den: the prospect of a place in 
the last four produces nu more 
than a tingle of anticipation. 
Little fazes him. 

”1 remember listening to the 
draw on the radio, driving 
along in llie car, and 1 was a 
bit disappointed when we 
came out with Chester field." 
he said. "I was hoping for one 
of tile bigger clubs, a Premier¬ 
ship club. Something to test 
ourselves against. 

“Then i thought: 'Hang on. 
It means a second division side 
is going to reach the semi¬ 
finals. That's got n» he g«»kl for 
the league. «>ne of us is going 
to be one game away {nun 
plating a I Wembley .' Just 
imagine it: Wrexham playing 
at Wembley. You can dream, 
can't you. Its phenomenal." 

Hughes’s only visit m Wem¬ 
bley was in I 1 'So. as a ten-year- 
old. when hi- beloved F.terrmi 
were beaten 1 by Liverpt ml i n 
the IA Cup Fm.il. It was not a 
fun day out for the Leer Ionian 
family “I wu- a hit young. I 
don't remember too much 
about it." Hughe- said 'I 


-•r 



FA 

CUP 




vlcmt think we were very 
happy, though.” 

Four years later Liverpool 
spotted him playing for Arch¬ 
bishop Beck School in Walton 
and asked him to attend their 
centre of excellence. It also 
ended in tears. "Nothing came 
of it." Hughes said. "They had 
a 2ilstrom» squad and I just 
didn’t feel part of it. I felt like 
an outsider. .After a few 
months. I got fed up and left." 

Liverpool's loss later be¬ 
came Wrexham's gain, via the 



Hughes: Wrexham's gain 


Eastern Sunday League with 
Bromborough -r- “across the 
water” in Birkenhead. “It was 
a good league, there were 
always lots of scouts watch¬ 
ing." Hughes said. “Sure, it 
would have been nice if 
Everton had come in for me, it 
would’ve been great, but once 
I'd signed for Wrexham, that 
was it. That's where my heart 
is now." 

Hughes still lives near 
Goodison with his family. The 
daily 45-minute trip to Wrex¬ 
ham is comfortable and his 
contract does not expire until 
the end of next season. “IVe 
got ambition, like everyone, 
and l feel I've got the ability to 
get on." he said. “You Hear 
rumours now and then, about 
so-and-so being interested, but 
I’m quite content here until 
something happens." 

Wrexham have eliminated 
Colwyn Bay. Scunthorpe Uni¬ 
ted. West Ham United. Peter¬ 
borough United and Bir¬ 
mingham City in an 
exhilarating eight-match se¬ 
ries. with Hughes contribut¬ 
ing six goals. 

Though he makes no predic¬ 
tions for Chesterfield, family 
and friends are already con¬ 
vinced. “They think we’re 
going to get there, get to 
Wembley." he said. “They’re 
making plans, talking about 
looking Cup Final tickets and 
everything. It’s amazing, isn’t 
it?" 


Fowler carrying 
Liverpool hopes 


By David Miller 



BASKETBALL 


SUDWEfSGR LEAGUE: Leopards S3 Ww- 

hwftoNAL ASSOCIATION [NBA?: Chg- 
toto 128 Boston 121 Wssttrgton » 
Miami 95: Atlanta 117 WitaJdptii 104j 
New Jersey 102 Vancouver 96: OrtancJo N 
LA cappers 93. _ 

biathlon 


NOZAWA ONSEN, Japan: JNfaU'&E 
Met 1. M Wrchner gartS&rai 

21.6SQC p pans}, 2, V HtetaiaWf fhl Wj 
QGmh m. 3. 0 35** .@9 

_ _ _ . ) 277j 

, MaSgurovifc: £ S Fischer 


100:47.3 Pi 4.-R Iffl: 

positions: 1.EE BjamdatoipMST: 


MSSSSfS 


BOWLS 


YORK: EWIBA national 

Unbadoed pain: OiarferftwtK J An o ud 

bt L Metcalfe and 0 

Caarfce(MansfleM. North LonAyi)2Q-]g. 

gSgSSKfflKSLES 

DKfete 25-11 ;-Kno0 and Wfeon bt Gawshai 

and GOWflhaB 22-20 _ 

CRICKET _ 

-mi in MATCH: East London [M day ol 
SHEFFIELD WELD l»st day ri tow )- 


w n w i”"— . - 

305-6 (R T Ponthg 
Ckteenstond 


S Young 92) v 


SUPPORT BEHajfWjM8tlhurt; 
Cepe Town: Western Ptoulnce KM MH 

-j, _i — ni 


63) V Natal 
178 (A 



TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP: Filth round: 
Cefrc 2 o 

PONTIN’S LEAGUE: Premier dnreton 
Nottingham Forest t Everton 0 firs* 
Ovmm Waw Brcna wcft 0 Pon VfJo 0 
COCA-COLA BYTEF NATIONAL- Under-16 
cheBenge match: Scotland 5 England 1 
FA YOUTH CUP; Fourth-round replay- 
Wattord 3 Manchester United 2 
UNIBOND LEAGUE' UrufiBa Bret dtvraon 
Cup: 77rird40und replay. Neftertic-W i) 

As«DnUW3 _ 

BANKS'S BREWEHY LEAGUE' Cop. Set 
and round: WWnestaid 3 TMdate i 
UK LIVING WOMEN'S FA CUP Strth 
round replay: #<eston 2 Arsenal 4 
SCHOOLS MATCHES: North-WtesT Aider 
Cup: Second touid: Bolton 1 Bwy 3 
Midland Federation Cup: Wamtetetwe 2 
2 Prenw* league Tro- 


Oytadstiko 1 English Snickers Undar-19 
Trophy: Quarter-Gnat BooWtctd Com- 
rrnnty t Wvfce Cod 3 Encash Goodyear 
under-16 Trophy: QuarterTinat Bertrmr- 
stw Down 2 SI Joseph's Out 3 English 
Knowles C«p: BueWnghanshw 0 Sussei 
t. Other mattr Krig'9.. Canwtwy 3 
Sevwwaks Z 

SPANBH LEAGUE* Sportog de Gijon 2 
Belts 4 

LBBtTADORES CUP: Colo Colo (CUtet 1 
Mrerven (Venl 0 (n Sarrttago)_ 


GOLF 


AGAOKt Moroccan Open: Laedaig (net- 
round scores (Great Britain and Ireland 
irfess slued) 67: S Allan (Ana) 66: A 
Cotton, B May (USl C Whflelaw ISA) B9: J- 
C Pinero (5pj. P Hatnogjon. J Haeggnan 

K ). D HospnaJ (Spj. A Lrtjcuc (Fr). D A 
rfl. C Rocca (tl). W Wesmer iSAj 70: J 
Payne, N Fasih (Swe), B Dews, R hafesen 


iSrrti. f> 7t A r,.i..u.n.i 

iSnej t JWISIW I.V'ii ‘. I m .1 i'V'I G 
(<l R [Ghi r-. V Ph%r. J 'I 1 '• (Ariji. M 
.lain.", A H. ir itiii C I F.w ilir<- iUS 72 t'U 
liiWC. L lAtOl ► 

1 onii .411 L,|uni PF'rii-, fiT.ifnun,j WRi L '.-, 
!Au-.| Ml-rwM tn'<-- it M!k«. 7? 
fi rtcj-r-*'- rSAl M >■ Mai:a r 
0 Matk.%- iAi.k. 1 L ‘-din>t. > 'III t p.i,>nr 4 1 
S. Si^jrnN <N_'I f I iii.J]!.-/ D tinniiu) 

iCf-r-i Afifil Jl.lrf-I-; iVT’i f- VmtfN'i 

W RertfHlL I i >11 •. Cr.ipc-asonj 

(III P Ek.sK->> ;Spt. C iV.iTI' J Hol-.'sn I 
Hinvkr? (5A| R Di-nin'v.i 
MIAMI PGA Doral Qpun Lading *rs1 
round rrcoir-*'. ru-n-ii vuc.J .:-l 
edi 65 n.-i-wfl 66 «i fi*Mi {An:.} H 
T«d-, L f<m»-1 E7.o|,-<. if.E'.i Siji* .1 
HjiS D Miiir fV L-u-h » 68 L' [nA.il N 
PhOE li'ilil Ml ».iw-rni I I.'iH*' HAlKt-jdC- 
69: C MoKdiynHir [• .iri 70. f /'Kti 1‘iAi 
.J O.u 1 11 l.-.n " 1 *’ I* *'y lAu-.l S Eta■rwjl.'ir. 
(Anr) 71: ft |.V.I U I J 

_ HOCKEY _ 

KUALA LUMPUR World Cup ^i.jWvinq 
tournament GioupA I P<».«i»!ij 
A llies j SiMliMUml / - l M.jl.i, -.i.i 

4 Group B Ai-K-riiin.i ' Hvkjni" I 
fljqtriTBVi -J Inland I >u-n Ktti .: ’ IV* 
Zeelaru I [k-lifj;. B.:knun- 7 
PORTSMOUTH- Repres«rii.riiv« nvrich 
Rwttl NdV, 4 Hj*.Vt >f 
MILTON KEYNES British Aere^wce und¬ 
er- 18 schoolp^fa champronship 

ds iBerkj.-1 ekv"' <¥•>■■ Li'Hj-juVj'i 
Chdlcsiturei LC J. - ' ‘"-l*- 1 

Crttiurn iUrnkos-kMl f* '.r 
Newbrds i"i Cutsnn I n:,.Ki (| ■’ i ■ i 
ICfiri.-jr d 6i orr.: -jr u. i • (L-* 1 - 1 ' «c 1 . .■ C , 

mfi Bi..Hir,irov«. f. 0 • I 

ChenciOi'iir.'i I >ic.a!hi ik-wtor'i i 
Final pawtwns 1 Ehi«i*-^t-»*' LV- 
CWItflhd'l : 3 tJ.'HLi'rl. 11 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHLI Mr I'WWS 5 
F-.;l-y. • <i«<np 5 bay 0 

Y.aVviulv'i n •’ .'Us -I'’ 1 Mr R i, 
Ir- :•■■■. • .* Ii.'-j-'? '■>larva '1 

_ ROWING _ 

0«F0HP Utintesitv Toiptos Men First 
rkvisnxi F'-.ls I-' Fdi7"i.>J Had 
Second divruon Gi»»-n ;V(p3rnm 

Tin*it!*. .■•! I.- II' tl[.»1 e--UlL',| L>J.*-Gietll 

,h.1.- !.1i:t i+kt l Ji f Hak 

r > *;- n i ii»- r-.i.v ITnia ckinsion. Sr 
A • r -. tv r i «' ■ ■nv. t inriii r-per 

.I FallII'I II HOC II ‘jpd Ne* 

i i. in- r 'I iJi“v-i.4vBi4.dfcwfclU Fourth 
dry is ion l»j.yin H U«j Si Crimuiid RJN > 
\ . .-.Ik,- r««l Lai.iv Miig.jr.M Hail II. V 
ir»i • ir .»»i W.rdtMHi li bi >d VA>ceilCi B. 
W .i-i! i v-i ':i Irani j II Filth division: Si 
•jin. • li ice LJ CjIimcv • ii .1- jji II npd 
t .: i*. i.i- II Hcirm-i B ct-i C«*1 N 
in.- i ■. iii Th.-olv.:* F'oi- <«i'.V'M'- jjiiHI 
l,-i -i ■..Kan II Mc-n.r. II i.w HooCiV s 
I S'dh dnflsion AXiKv»i i»‘ C«j> 3 
M.miU-^'C- 111' Lawn- It Dpd kfireft in Ewum 
ill rv".'•'■•R'!- '■ ii / II Ln>.1 Ladv 

M.mwivt Kill 111 L.orvHvilk. II tT*i ItnWJi ll. 
til CCi3 Onti V Seventh drvtston- 
r. .. Ill .me vV.nHVjffi III tpd Univefiity 
A Ll.vr. I--W K evi Flvnfcfof j Hi Women. 
Fust dmsku M HAia • .nnlLaO, Uarqarei 
‘tall nvt iv.iVi-.ilN Urmwstv tpd 
Hi W . lir.iirUflF’mfiiQFe L.r^OTn bpd 
■;nri i i.i.n-:r. Seccind division. VistKv 
Fj a.-'m a M ii-.«. Ltio HcrttMd. St 
r.-ti.J.. ftajl L4.nl WCttCe-.-I K=e4r tlpd 
i. ~i.- Thud drvRJon hpd 

iV—fi'.ir. il 'orpn . “null and 
vVJ , i y ll l*«.i violin* H ?: .ibii?'sI t 

n -11 - i.-% rt.'i'a.c Man n Fourth drvcJon. 
'..l .111 I - •' ll .I* f.v ■ r Hr Lvl 


Marjdsten It; Men on M. Herrtonj II. Si 
Antony's and Woflscn III bpd PernSroLe U: 
Si Edmund Hall ll bpa Uncotn ll 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

AUSTRAUAN SUPER LEAGUE: Perth 22 
North Oueereifirrd 20. 

AUSTRAUAN LEAGUE lARU' Ptmamaitii 
10 North Sydney 8 _ 

RUGBY UNION 
Super 12 toumamenl 

Canterbury 19 Wu B in g to n 17 

Canterbury Crusaders: Tty: t'£ti Con. 
Ullev Pens: Utey 4. Wefllngton Hurri¬ 
canes: Tries: lercmn Preston. Cons: 
Piemen £ Pen: Preeton 

(jf Chnsiehurlh) 

Free State 15 Auektand 34 

Free Stare: Pens De Beet S Auckland 
Blues Tnes. VWn. Tpnu'u Core 

Carhmure Pens: Cashmore 4 

_ fa Btaem jntetni _ 

_ TENNIS _ 

ROTTERDAM: Men’s tournament Sec¬ 
ond rtxnd: A RodJ^cu (Get) bt M Srnnor 
(•Sert 3-6. 7-6. 6-4 D Vacek (CjI bt D van 
Schspphgen (Hat) 7-6. *6. 6-J. M Stich 
(Ger) M T Cartone* (Spi 7-6. 6-4. G 
hrareewc iCro) M G Raoux [Fr) 7 5. 6-7. 

6- 3; R feapeet (HeU) hi 0 Pinos! (Get) 7-6, 

7- 6; T EnqvBt (Swe) bl N Kieter |G«| 6-2. 

6 2 Quarter-finate: Vacet W R Furfan (til 
ir-i. t-6.6-3: Enqvsa W Radufeccu 7-6. 6-3. 
(vamsevK wo P Korda (C2)l Rrajcek fcr Socn 

7 6. 7-6 

SCOnSDALE. Anzona: Men's tore- 
nament Second round: C WoorVufl (US) 
M .1 Sanctie; (Sp| 4-6.6-3. 7-6 


ONLY the gifted touch of 
Robbie Fowler, exhibited 
when scoring one of the finest 
goals of the season so far. 
against SK Brann on Thurs¬ 
day. offers Liverpool much 
hope of dosing the gap in their 
pursuit of Manchester United. 
And that touch has recently 
been missing in the FA Car¬ 
ling Premiership. 

Just when Liverpool needed 
to be turning the screw on the 
leaders, they have faltered, 
and the position could worsen 
over the weekend, with United 
likely to increase their goal 
tally at the expense of Sunder¬ 
land before Liverpool enter a 
difficult home game against 
Newcastle Unired. By the time 
Liverpool play Brann in the 
home leg of the Cup Winners’ 
Cup quarter-final, they may 
effectively be out of the hunf 
for championship honours. 

Fowler's goal, scored after 
only nine minutes in Bergen, 
was simultaneously instinc¬ 
tive and brilliant. Taking a 
high diagonal pass wide on 
the left, he flicked the ball over 
his and his marker’s head 
with his right heel, spun past 
the defender to take the drop¬ 
ping ball in his stride, and hit 
an early left-foot drive beneath 
an unprepared goalkeeper. 

It was a moment of dexterity 
performed at a faster pace 
than Paul Gascoigne’s memo¬ 
rable goal against Scotland in 
the European championship 
lasr summer. 


Fowler was unfortunate not 
to give Liverpool a first-leg 
lead. After Geir Hasund had 
equalised two minutes into the 
second half. Fowler beat the 
goalkeeper with a floating 
drive that clipped the top of the 
crossbar, and subsequently. 
might have been awarded a 
penalty by the Russian referee 
when the goalkeeper pulled 
him off the ball. 

■ Yet although Barnes and, 
some of the time. Redknapp 
played a fine possession game, 
Liverpool have long-term 
problems. ■ Two defenders, 
Wright and Ruddock, are too 
old for comfort; Barnes, al¬ 
ways moving ar his own pace, 
yet covering the whole field, 
cannot remain evergreen in¬ 
definitely; and a replacement 
has to be signed for 
Collyinore, who was left on rhe 
bench. CoUymore admitted 
yesterday: “I am the club's odd 
man out." Roy Evans, Liver¬ 
pool’s manager, said he was 
not interested in. Tore Andre 
Flo, the supposedly coveted 
Norwegian striker. 

Assuming they make sure of 
their semi-final place. Liver¬ 
pool will be hoping to avoid 
Barcelona, who swept to a 3-1 
first-leg lead against AnC SoF 
na. The other two fancied 
teams, Benfica and Paris 
Saint-Germain, fared poorly. 
Benfica were beaten 2-0 at 
home by Fforentina and Paris 
held to a goalless draw at 
home by AEK Athens. 


SNOWfUEPOKTS' 


Depth Weather 

(cm) Conditions Runslo (5pm) Last 

L U Piste Off/p resort “C snow 


AUSTRIA 

Kifcbuhel 

Si Anton 

FRANCE 

Flaine 

Meribel 


0 80 tali heavy worn the 0 613 

(Cooler, so pistes firmer; decent snow avaflabte) 

35 260 soft varied art sun 10 6/3 

(Good spring sluing; slushy or worn low down) 

80 220 lair crust lair - sun -2 27/2 

(Had or icy first thing, slush later, spring slang) 

40 155 good varied slush sun 7 27/2 

' ' shishvbelow J.SOflmJ 

6/3 


(Good skiing at altitude but bate or slushy below I.BOOmf 
Val d’teere 90 200 good varied icy sun 

(Good skiing out snow hard or toy first thing) 


ITALY 
Cortina 

SWITZERLAND 


15 90 good varied closed sin 

{Open pistes well groorned and h fine shape) 


6/3 


Verbier 30 190 tat Spring slush Wn -1 27/2 

(High runs good: great spring snow available) 

Wengen 5 90 good varied slushy fine 6 6/3 

(TScrn new snow gtong good spring skttng generalty) 

Zermatt 20 220 good crust worn sun 10 27/2 

(Very warm with slush on south slopes! 


Source: Ski C3ub ol Great BntEun. L - lower slopes; U - upper, art - artificial. 
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RACING 42 

Cheltenham Man 
gets into mood 
for Festival 


SPORT 
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ATHLETICS 44 

British hopes take 
early tumble at 
world championships 


Champion trails as German drivers dominate practice for Australian Grand Pnx r 

Hill has to watch the world go byf§ 

hOMO liver Holt v j- -f-f \v : ; V* •’• 

IN MELBOURNE ./ * ’ . •'’ "V 

DN HILL has seen the . . . ... 

? on the wall every day ... ^ ^ii*. 










From Oliver Holt 
IN MELBOURNE 

DAMON HILL has seen the 
writing on the wall every day 
since the end of last season 
and yesterday, as the impossi¬ 
bility of defending his hard- 
won world championship was 
rammed home, he saw pic¬ 
tures on a giant screen, too. 
Images of the best car in 
Formula One stared down at 
him from above Albert Park 
and gave him rhe closest view 
he is likely to get all season of a 
Wiiliams-RenaulL 

Hill, a giant No I embla¬ 
zoned on his T-shirt and on the 
front of his Arrows-Yamaha. 
had to survive a gearbox 
failure and a spin as he 
struggled his way to the 
thirteenth quickest time in the 
opening two practice sessions 
for the Australian Grand Prix 
tomorrow, sandwiched be¬ 
tween the Prost Mugen- 
Honda of Olivier Panis and 
the Tyrrell Ford of Mika SaJo. 

The most enduring memory 
of the day was of his car being 
driven slowly to the pits on the 
back of a breakdown truck. 
When it arrived at the Arrows 


TELEVISION 


QUALIFYING: rTV: Today: I 10-2 40pm 
RACE: ITV: Tomorrow. 210-5.l0am 
(bye, repeated 2 0-4.40pm) Highlights: 
11 10pm-l2.10am 


garage, it was winched slowly 
down to the floor, a mechanic 
sitting astride its nose, a sad 
symbol of Hill's fail from the 
Formula One summit. 

His car seat. lost in transit 
in Singapore, had not turned 
up either, so he had to use a 
temporary one. "If anyone 
sees it." he said afterwards 
with a smile, “will they let me 
know." 

Ahead of him — more than 
2b seconds a lap ahead of 
him. in fact — Michael 
Schumacher, who has been 
rhe soul of pessimism about 
his own title chances this 
season, put Hill’s fall into 
sobering perspective when he 
fended off the challenges of the 
Williams drivers, Heinz- 
Harald Frentzen and Jacques 
Villeneuve. to finish at the top 
of the times in his Ferrari. 

Later in the afternoon, 
though, in the heat of the 
Ferrari garage, Jean TodL. the 
Ferrari sporting director, said 
that although he was encour¬ 
aged by Schumacher’s perfor¬ 
mance. although ii proved the 
new car was not “a disaster", 
as some had thought, he still 
expected Williams to be the 
team to beat in the race 
tomorrow. “They look very, 
very strong.” he said. 

With Hill out of the champ¬ 
ionship equation, the new 
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Hill sees a long, hard road ahead as he prepares to embark on the defence of his drivers* title in Melbourne. He was thirteenth in practice yesterday. 2b seconds behind Schumacher, who was fastest 


order in Formula One took on 
a decidedly Germanic led. 
with the Schumacher broth¬ 
ers. Michael and Ralf. and 
Frentzen in the top five places. 
Eddie Irvine. Michael 
Schumacher'S Ferrari team¬ 
mate. was the leading Briton, 
in sixth position. 

Deciphering practice times, 
when different drivers run 
unknown fuel loads and ex¬ 
periment with different set¬ 
ups. is as problematic as 
cracking a complex code, but 
there was no disguising the 
Williams comfort and their 
potential to improve. Their 
performance prompted Hill, 
as honest and reflective as 
ever, to allow his thoughts to 
wander off in search of things 
past. 

"I seemed to be out on my 
own on the circuit for long 
periods of both sessions." Hill 
said, "so 1 fantasised 1 was at 
the front again. I saw a picture 
of a Williams on the big screen 


and I thought it was me. But it 
wasn’t. It seemed strange for a 
moment. 

"Despite the problems we 
had. I think the day was a 
success. I am very pleased to 
be only 2*z seconds off the 
pace and. if we can keep the 
same margin in qualifying, 
that would be a good result for 
us. There is still a hell of a lot 
to do. though, so there is no 
point in getting carried away. 

“Whatever happens this 
season. I will see it through. 


There is no question about 
thaL 1 do not walk away from 
the responsibilities that have 
been placed on me. It might 
have been difficult for Nigel 
Mansell to cope with not 
running at the front, but he 
had been raring a lot longer 
than me and I still have plenty 
of enthusiasm. 1 am ready for 
a tough year. 

“Credibility is given for 
different reasons in Formula 
One. The next stage for me in 
proving 1 am a great driver is 


MELBOURNE PRACTICE TIMES 


1. M Schumacher iGer Ferrari) Irron 
32 496sec. 2. H-H Frentzen iGer. W8- 
lam&flenau*) 132 910. 3. J Atea (Fr. 
BeneOon-Renauftl 1.32.255: 4. J ViDe- 
neuve (Can. Wiliams Renautt) 1 33 371. 
5. R Scfwnacher (Ger. Jorelan-Peugeot) 
133.437. 6. E Irvine (GB. Ferrari) 
1.34.157. 7. G Berger. (Austria. 

BenettorvRenauf) 134 271. a. D 
Couflhard (GB. McLajtn-Mercedes) 
134.432. 9. J Herbert fGB. Sariier) 
1 34.593.10. M HaManen (Fin. McLaren- 
Mercedes) 1.34.742 11. G RsfcheJla jn, 
Jardan-FteugwM I-34 777. 12 O Pams. 


(Fr. FYost-Mugen Honda) 1.34 927:13. D 
Hil (GB, Arrovrs-Yamaha) 1 -35 073: 14. 
M Sato (Fin. TyrreW=ord) 136 142 15. N 
Lanrt (h. Sauber) 1 38223.16. JTndG (1L 
Mnardl-Hart) 1 36 392.17. J Verstapoen 
{Hod. TyrretLFord) t:36.71& 18. JMag- 
nussen JDen. SJewrarl Ford) 1:37023; 19. 
P OWz (Br. Amaivs-Yamaha) 1:38 092 
20. S Nakano (Japan. Prast-Mugen 
Honda) 1.39.652: 21. fl Barrichelo (Br, 
Stewart Ford) 1 40 002:22. U Katayana 
(Japan MrardFHart) 1-40.947: 23. R 
Rossel (Br. Lofe Ford) 1 41 166. 24. V 
Sospm m. Lola Ford) 1 42580. 


to show 1 can do it in a car 
other than a Williams. At 
Arrows. I can do it by getting a 
better performance from the 
car than the experts consider 
possible." 

Schumacher insisted after 
the afternoon session that 
setting the quickest time was a 
“meaningless prize", but he 
admitted that the car, the final 
Ferrari creation of the design¬ 
er. John Barnard, who has 
been replaced by Rory Byrne, 
performed beuer than he had 
expected. 

He has maintained 
throughout the winter that 
Ferrari would not be truly 
competitive until later in the 
season, so the preliminary 
indications yesterday suggest 
that there may be a closer fight 
between him and the Williams 
drivers than he has so far 
cared to predict 

Frentzen. whose fastest lap 
was 0.4sec slower than 
Schumacher’s, revelled in his 


elevated position, but returned 
Toth's compliment by saying 
how "very, very competitive", 
Ferrari were going to be. 
Villeneuve. the championship 
favourite, gave every sign that 
he had not been wringing all 
he could have done from his 
Williams. “The last lap time 
was going to be pretty quick 
before I got held up by traffic." 
Villeneuve said, “but 1 don’t 
know how quick. Most of the 
work we did today was just 
comparing two types of tyres. 
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but in general we were pretty 
quick and I have to say that 1 
am confident" 

If Hill’s lowly position had 
been widely predicted, the 
biggest disappointment of the 
day was the performance of 
McLaren-Mercedes. Mika 
Hakkinen set the tone for their 
day early in the morning 
session when he failed to see 
Irvine’s Ferrari and collided 
with him before succumbing 
to a separate suspension prob¬ 
lem. Hakkinen finished the 
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day in tenth position, two 7 
places below his team-mate. 
David Coulthard. “We are a 
long way from the perfor¬ 
mance we achieved in testing," 
Ron Dennis, the McLaren 
managing director, said. 

Further down the grid, the 
first outing of the new Stewart- 
Birds was also something of 
an antidimax after such a 
feast of expectation and pub¬ 
licity- Inevitable firsFday 
glitches limited the running of 
their drivers, Jan Magnussen 
and Rubens BanicheDo, to a 
combined total of 20 laps and 
left them in eighteenth and 
21st place respectively. 

The debut of the Lola team, 
though, offered far less hope 
for the future. Their drivers, 
Vincenzo Sospiri and Ricardo 
Rosset, finished so far adrift of 
the leading times that it is 
unlikely they will make it onto 
the starting grid if the maijpn 
remains the same in qualify¬ 
ing today. 


Chesterfield charged Taylor’s recall comes at a trance 



over mass brawl 


CHESTERFIELD’S prepara¬ 
tions for their FA Cup 
quarterfinal against Wrex¬ 
ham tomorrow were upset 
yesterday when, along with 
Plymouth Argvie. they were 
charged by the Football Asso¬ 
ciation in connection with a 
mass brawl in the Nationwide 
League second division match 
between the two sides at 
Saltergale [4 days ago (Rich¬ 
ard Hobson writes). 

Four players were sent off 
— Kevin Davies and Darren 
Carr, of Chesterfield, and 
Richard Logan and Tony 
James, of Plymouth — after 
the fracas. Ronnie Mauge. of 
Plymouth, had been dis¬ 
missed earlier. 

Meanwhile, the FA fined 
Crystal Palace and Norwich 

£40.000 each. £30.000 of 
which was suspended until 
1998. for their parts in an 

incident involving 21 players 


during their fire! division 

match last December. 

However, in the case of 
Chesterfield and Plymouth, 
the fighting was more pro¬ 
longed. With that in mind, the 
disciplinary committee may 
take sterner action. 

Both Chesterfield and 
Plymouth have been given 14 
days to respond to the charge 
and the likelihood is that both 
will ask for a personal hear¬ 
ing. John Duncan, the Ches¬ 
terfield manager, was 
distraught after the incident 
because he knew immediately 
that Davies and Carr would 
be suspended for the cup-tic 
tomorrow, described in the 
town as the biggest game in 
the club’s 131-year history. 

“Before the incident the 
Wrexham tie was balanced at 
50-50; the loss of the two lads 
does not help us." Duncan 
said. 


By Richard Hobson 
and Peter Ball 

EVERY year the FA Cup 
generates human interest sto¬ 
ries in abundance but few can 
match the return to action of 
Martin Taylor, the Derby 
County goalkeeper, in the 
quarter-final tie against Mid¬ 
dlesbrough at the Baseball 
Ground this afternoon. After 
29 months of worry, pain and 
toil, he makes his first appear¬ 
ance for the dub since a 
double fracture of his left leg 
placed his career in jeopardy. 

Jim Smith, the Derby man¬ 
ager. decided to recall Taylor 
after Russell Hoult conceded 
six goals in rhe FA Carling 
Premiership defeat by Mid¬ 
dlesbrough three days ago. 
Asked whether Taylor's selec¬ 
tion represented a gamble. 
Smith replied: “It would have 
been more of a gamble to stick 
with Russell." 

Taylor. 30. was injured in a 


challenge with Dave Regis in 
a first division game against 
Southend United in October 
1994. The leg healed slowly 
and a pin inserted during a 
second operation remains in 
place. Although hours in the 
gymnasium helped him to 
recover physical fitness. Tay¬ 
lor was lacking confidence 
before he visited Clive Wilson- 
Fearon, a sports psychologist 
and hypnotist. 

“Goalkeepers do things in¬ 
stinctively and my problem 
was that I was thinking what 
action to take." Taylor said. 
“By the rime 1 had decided, it 
was too late. The hypnosis was 
a stepping-stone on the long 
way back and it helps me to do 
things naturally again." 

Bryan Robson, the Middles¬ 
brough player-manager, does 
nor anticipate a repeat of 
Wednesday’s scoreline. “This 
will be a totally different 
game," he said. "It was tough 
for an hour before we ran 



FA 

CUP 


away with iL~ He is also more 
concerned about the club’s 
plight at the foot of the 
Premiership. 

“If we beat Derby. I wonT be 
celebrating." he said. “The 
first thing III do is look at the 
league results." 

Ruud Gullit, the player- 
manager of Chelsea, who play 
Portsmouth at Fratton Park, is 
still coming to terms with the 
English fascination for the 
Cup. "When I played in Italy, 
you wanted to win the league, 
because then you would quali¬ 
fy for the European Cup and 
play against all the best teams. 
Thai was always your goal. 

“Here, you seem to like the 


Cup. 1 found it strange at first, 
but now I think I realise what 
it means, why it is so impor¬ 
tant to you. I can aacept that" 

Sheffield Wednesday and 
Wimbledon, the most im¬ 
proved sides in the Premier¬ 
ship. meet at Hillsborough 
tomorrow. If anything. David 
Pleat's success in turning 
around Wednesday is even 
more remarkable than Joe 
Kinnear’s transformation of 
Wimbledon. He inherited lit¬ 
tle more than a declining team 
of crowd-pleasers. “Last year, 
the job was more difficult than 
most" Heat said. “Some of 
the problems just hadnt been 
dealt with." 

Wrexham play Chesterfield 
at Saltergale. in the all-second 
division tussle, with injury 
doubts about Karl Connolly 
and j Kevin Russell, their 
strikers. 

Premiership guide, page 46 
Juninho at home, page 47 


Cape Town makes the 
Olympic running 


CAPE Town yesterday over¬ 
took Rome, in the opinion of 
many, as emotional favourite 
to stage the Olympic Games 
of 2004 (David Miller writes). 
A panel of the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
named a shortlist of live 
candidates: Athens. Buenos 
Aires, Cape Town, Rome and 
Stockholm. 

The regulations required a 
minimum of four from II 
bidding cities. So competitive 
was the standard, in the 
20,000-word report of an eval¬ 
uation commission, that a 
fifth was included. Eliminat¬ 
ed were Istanbul, Lille, Rio de 
Janeiro, San Juan, Seville and 
St Petersburg “We nearly ran 
out of time in the final debate, 
it was so heated,” a member of 
the commission said. 

Rome (I96Q) and Stockholm 
(1912) have previously staged 
the Gaines. Rome, with a 


billion-dollar expenditure 
progranune for the Christian 
mfliennium, has widespread 
sporls-orientated construction 
under way, but Cape Town’s 
appeal as the first African 
host will prove hard to resist 
when the vote goes to the IOC 
membership on September 5. 

Many argue, including crit¬ 
ics in South Africa, that the 
newly-liberated country has 
more urgent priorities. The 
bid, however, has the emphat¬ 
ic approval of President Nel¬ 
son Mandela and promises to 
create 90,000 jobs if accepted. 

Athens, historic first host of 
die modem Games in 1896 
and contro v ers ia lly bypassed 
for the centenary Games last 
year, staged by Atlanta, may 
find itself again sidelined in a 
two-headed contest between 
Rome and Cape Town. Bue¬ 
nos Aires would be Sooth 
America’s first Games host. 
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This all begins with a soft : 
explosion over some smoked 
salmon. As we drink to the 
soon-to-be-departing yrar. my 
property-developer friend has 
just; sensed from me the possi¬ 
bility {only toe possibility that 
The Times [his. Times) might 
back Labour in the election. 
The temperature on thebeadi 
outside : our window is well, 
below zero. The hail isscpopipg 
in from the sea. Warning of 
more ice in the night have 
already reduced. our. New 
Year's dinner party to three. 
This news about The Tones is 
yet another unwelcome fore¬ 
cast 

We quickly get back to 
Aldeburgh-talk of music, fish 
and lifeboats. We have only the 
most desultory discussion 
about why so many Conserva¬ 
tives want to give Tony Blair a- 
chance. My friend thinks that 
they (and now he indudes me) 
are all mad. As the storm- 
blown hail and shingle threat¬ 
en to flatten the house, I raise 
the usual questionmarks 
against Tory competence, uni¬ 
ty, corruption, leadership and 
fatigue — and try to sound as 
sane as 1 can. _ 
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Time-for-a-change will be a 
mantra in the coming election 
seas cm. What does it mean? I 
aim not a regular recorder of 
political conversations. Many 
years ago, as a Sunday Tunes 

reporter,-1 had a much-loved 
.blade book in which I wrote 
do\yri What politicians told me; 
these .days a "comment from a 
reader, si friend,, ;_a political 


The Times or it dies. New Year 
resolution; for the next few 
months I will try to ask 
questions about change and 
record some answers. 

A few friends still live here in 
Chelmsford where I was bom. 
For most of them, I discover, 
toe answer to my question is 
very simple. Their change has 
already happened. Some four 
years ago, around about toe 
“Black Wednesday” humilia¬ 
tion. of John Major’s main 
eamamic and foreign policy, 

. but not just because of it, they 
decided that the Prime Minis¬ 
ter should lose his job. Among 
Tories in London I am always 
told that on polling day voters 
will not remember toe ERM: 
“The letters themselves are 
already history, like NEDC 
and TSR2.they mean noth¬ 
ing.” Maybe. Here it is not so 
much that people remember 
the ERM and the uncontrolled 
incompetences around it; it is 
just that it was then, at that 
specific faraway time, that they 
addressed themselves to poli¬ 
tics; and that then, after mak¬ 
ing their decision, they went 
back, like sensible folk, to 
dinner, golf and commuting. 


Time-for-a-change has become a mantra of the 


pre-election season among newspaper writers and their 


readers. The Editor of The Times went in search 


of what the phrase might mean. This is Peter Stothard’s 
diary of the days before the campaigners opened fire 


Colchester, Essex: 4.L97 
Brian is a 35 -year-old market¬ 
ing manager for a small elec¬ 
tronics company. (I will net 
give his name or any names m 
this diary: no one, neither toe 
rulers nor the ruled, spoke to 


me on what we call “an 
attributable basis".) Brian is a 
new Times reader and says that 
he is going to vote Labour for 
the first time. Why? He talks 
of Conservative tax increases 
and sleaze before coming to 
what I think is his main point; 
“I’ve got a choice. I’ve never 
had a real choice before. 
Throughout my life I've been 
able to choose cars, supermar¬ 
kets and holidays — but never 
politics. 1 could never have 
voted for Kinnock- But Blair is 
fine.” 

I ask if that is not a bit flip: 
after all, perhaps it is because 
of toe Tories that he has had aJl 
those choices. He looks 
amazed. 

Politicians, though schooled 
to expect no gratitude from 
voters, always want it John 
Major intends “to run on my 
record”. Meeting Britain’s 
many Brians will not raise his 
spirits. 


Primrose HAL London: 6.1.97 


Back home in London I find a 
reader’s letter. My former 


Sunday Times boss, Hugo 
Young, has claimed to hear 
from us the “throat-clearing of 
rats making prudent prepara¬ 
tion for their destiny". If The 
Times were to back Blair at this 
election, would that be a fair 
charge? 

How should I answer? The 
Times judiciously endorsed 
John Major against Neil 
Kinnock in 1992. We enthusias¬ 
tically supported Margaret 
Thatcher in all her election 
victories, except in the first 
when the paper was muzzled 
by a long trade union dispute. 
Before that The Times had 
settled around the line where 
Conservatives and Liberals 
met, flirting frequently with 
centre parries and coalitions, 
but supporting the Conserva¬ 
tives on polling days. 

Are we a Tory paper? Some 
may think so — and not only on 
the Suffolk seafront. But a 
sense of toe national interest 
(however inadequately sensed) 
has traditionally predominated 
over parly interest at The 
Times. Editors with conserva¬ 


tive values have long sought to 
be close to governing politi¬ 
cians and toe governed pkiple: 
but in the best days we have 
always listened to toe latter toe 
more closely. 

Might we deride to abandon 
“a sinking ship"? My more 
impatient Tory friends often 
charge that our criticisms over 
the past four years have helped 
to push the party down. If we 
were ever in John Major’s crew 
(and we were never fully signed 
up) we left our posts in 1992 If 
we formally abandon toe To¬ 
ries at this election it will not be 
because they are under water 
but because they have so often 
seemed dead in toe water, 
barely moving, little led, unre¬ 
sponsive to toe public instinct 
not really a Conservative gov¬ 
ernment at alL 


like to be living at a time of 
powerful political change “like 
in 1945 or 1979". But he is not 
sure that this is it “Blair and 
Major are so much toe same. 1 
have never seen toe two of them 
in the flesh in toe same room. 
Have you? Is it all a trick?" He 
smiles like a small professor. 

“For a tide of change you 
need big new ideas, like the 
Welfare State or Thatcherism. 
We don’t have that nothing 
like it” He pauses to scrabble 
for a piece of paper. “I voted for 
this government but now I hate 
them — and they all seem to 
hate each other. That’s some 
sort of change, I suppose.” 

On toe paper is written a 
mass of hostile quotes from 
Times leaders about John Ma¬ 
jor. 1 take my suspicions back. 
He fa a Times reader. But when 
I ask him which party he 
thinks we will support at toe 
general election, he does not 
hesitate for a moment “Oh, 
Conservatives," he says. 


century, Mediterranean, be¬ 
came the birthplace of democ¬ 
racy. One of toe answers was 
that only Athens had the 
drunken festival of the Diony- 
sia in which the rules and 
hierarchies of ordinary life 
were regularly turned upside 
down. From that beginning 
came “bread and circuses”, 
“Eatanswflr* and other good 
election times. Now the parties 
are something else entirely. 


Oxford; 17.1.97 


Bloomsbury. London. 14.1.97 

David is a history graduate 
who wants a job in journalism. 
As is prudent for those seeking 
career advice from The Times. 
he says that he is a Times 
reader. He would very much 


The “hate” that David sees is 
aU too apparent everywhere. 
Foolishly, I somehow still asso¬ 
ciate voting with roustabout 
and enjoyment This season 
ought to impress us with 
ourselves. It ought to make us 
feel good. One of toe questions 
when I was a student of Greek 
history here was why Athens, 
of all the many moderately 
civilised places in the 6th 


Knightsbridgc 221.97 

Robert is a Somerset business¬ 
man and long-time liberal 
supporter. He admires John 
Major as toe man who “killed 
off socialism” in 1992 
“Thatcher had done most of the 
heavy-lifting but if Major 
hadn't beaten Kinnock, then 
socialism would have been still 
alive. We all owe him a lot for 
that 

“But what Major didn’t real¬ 
ise was that the country was 
only just beginning to change 
in 1992 he thought that it had 
stopped. Major offered Thatch¬ 
erism with a friendly face; Blair 
offered strong leadership, 
strong rhetoric and moral con¬ 
servatism with an even friend¬ 
lier face. Blair has always 
seemed to be going somewhere. 
Labour will unlock some of toe 
energy that we are wasting in 
this country.” 

Beside us on toe stairs a 
phalanx of fellow businessmen 
is going up to a breakfast given 
by the Shandwick public rela¬ 
tions company. 1 follow on. We 
are all going to listen to the 
Prime Minister rallying the 
company’s corporate clients. 

Robert, it turns out, is taking 


Continued on page 2 
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I heard Dr Jonathan Sacks, the 
chief rabbi, on the radio on 
Monday, talking to Meivyn 
and Tariq and the rest of tile gang 
about the need to rediscover 
traditional morality. Dr Sacks said 
that in some quarters, modern life 
had been reduced to “working and 
shopping". His tone left the listen¬ 
er in no doubt that he thought this 
was a poor state of affairs. Shop¬ 
ping. he did not need to add in that 
company, was an axiomatically 
corrosive activity, both cause and 
effect of the dangerously wobbly 
condition of the moral order, about 
which Dr Sacks is so concerned. 

Having just been asked to take 
on this column. I was taken aback 
by Dr Sacks's view. I had assumed 
this to be a pretty innocuous little 
slot, rucked up cosily in the 
blameless Weekend section — yet 


now a learned and much-respected 
man was citing the popularity of 
my new subject as an example of 
all that was wrong with the world. 
Ridiculous as it may seem, f feel 
compelled to write my first offer¬ 
ing as a defence of the business of 
going into a shop. 

The exchange of money for 
goods or services is often held up 
for headshaking and chinsrroking. 
Shopping is denounced as a ster¬ 
ile. uncreative and soulless way to 
spend time — a modern evil I 
believe it to be none of these things 
— as I shall irrefutably demon¬ 
strate in the coming weeks. 

For now. I suggest two thoughts: 
one is that Those doing the de¬ 
nouncing usually have wives who 
do much of their shopping for 
them. The other is that the 
strength of their denunciations 


SERIOUS SHOPPING 


depends on what is being shopped 
for. For instance. I bet that Dr 
Sacks — (don’t know this for sure 
but fed it uneontroversiai to assert 
— enjoys going to bookshops. I 
predict that he does not have a 
mental picture of Waterstones or 
Dillons when he comes on the 
radio and condemns shopping. I 
predict too that Dr Sacks does not 
condemn the shopper who. right 
now, may well be reading the 
jacket of The Politics of Hope by 
Dr Jonathan Sacks, deciding 
whether to part with £15.99 for the 
pleasure of owning it. 

1 further predict that Dr Sacks 
owns more books than he will ever 
read — most educated, no, every 


THE GOOD BUY 



ROBERT CRAMPTON 

educated person I have ever met 
certainly does. If Jonathan Sacks, 
or Meivyn Bragg or Tariq Ali can 
take me into their hallowed studies 
and not be able to point to at least 


one volume that has remained 
uncracked since the day they 
bought it — because they liked the 
look of it or they derided that they 
should know more about such- 
and-such and then realised that 
they couldn't be bothered, or 
because they just fancied spending 
some money — then the binding 
on my argument falls apart. But I 
don’t think they can do that, and 
my argument remains intact 
So I think that, if Dr Sacks were 
to look deep into his soul, he could 
not deny that he has at some time 
bought a book — and who knows 
what else? — purely for the thrill of 
parting with money in order to 
possess it. He must admit that he 


has derived pleasure from the 
shopping act. Who would blame 
him? Beautiful; tempting things, 
books — as are many things you 
find in shops. The pwspsf.™ 
enhancing our lives with a little 
beauty is reason enough for most 
of us to go shopping, over and 
above the need to pick up a pint or 
semi-skimmed on the way home. 

S o there is the search for 
beauty, and there is the 
search for self improvement 
too. I glance at my own book¬ 
shelves. I see, at random, uma- 
scape and Memory by Simon 
Schama, I see The End of. History 
by Francis Fukayama, I see Pre¬ 
paring for the 21st Century tty 
Paul Kennedy, all unread, ail 
bought for a mixture of motives — 
because I liked the look of them. 


because"! wanted to keep up, 
because buying these boo ks said 
something about the sort of person 
I wanted to be. Much the same 
motives, l am sure, as drive other 
people who buy too many shoes or 
dothes or cosmetics or any of the - 
other things of which Dr Sacks 
probably does not approve. They 
were mistakes, those shopping 
trips, but honourable ones. 

As I said, this is my first 
shopping column. I apologise for 
trundling such a heavy trolley over 
you the reader, and indeed oyer 
the estimable Jonathan Sacks, 
whose book I really must buy, and, 
what's more, read. A man must 
examine his conscience. I have: 
done so. and I find it to be dear. 
Next week, nitty gritty: 1 visit tile 
hardware shop and attempt to buy. 
half a dozen masonry nails. 


The best seats in the house 



T he latest barstools 
mix industrial 
chic with comfort. 
and safety, says 

Sudi Pigott 
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Continued from page I 

his briefcase and copy of The 
Times somewhere else. A pity. 
Compared to the complaints 
about the press and the opin¬ 
ion polls which I hear at the 
breakfast-fest (laced with 
some unbreakfastlike discus¬ 
sion of Delhi-belly following 
the PM's visit to India) the 
analysis of my Somerset ac¬ 
quaintance seems rather pow¬ 


erful. The Prime Minister says 
that he is looking forward to 
gening back on ms soap box. 
He expresses enormous faith 
in the power of Michael 
Heseltine (or “Hezzy". as he 
calls him. placing a “y" where 
headline-writers prefer an 
“a"). He impresses upon his 
fellow’ breakfasters the power 
of the economic recovery to 
change voters' minds. 


MOTHER'S DAY • MARCH 9th 


Make 


Mum’s 


Create a little magic for your Mum... 
with National Garden Gift Tokens. 
Imagine how her eyes will light up, 
thinking of all the lovely things she’ll 
be able to buy for herself. 

National Garden Gift Tokens can be 
bought, and exchanged, at most Garden 
Centres, Garden Shops and Nurseries 
right across the UK. These colourful 
tokens come in a range of values and 
are easy to post too. 

So treat her to the gift that grows. 
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NATIONAL GARDEN GIFT TOKENS 

Horticultural Trades Association (arMhbtd IH9S) 
Tlieale. Berkshire. 


Pafl Mali: 23.1.97 
How does John Major deal 
with an opponent who has 
moved himself so certainly 
and so forcefully on to Tory 
territory and soil seems to 
have so much momentum 
behind him? The questioner is 
a worried Conservative from 
Gloucestershire. His potential 
respondents in London's 
dubland are ail rather quiet. 
What sort of Prime Minister 
would Tony Blair be? Would 
he give way to rhe Left at the 
first battle or would he keep to 
the parh that he has held in 
Opposition? An answer finally 
comes from a very senior 
Conservative for whom “Tony 
Blair is a man who wont... 
let ... Britain ... down". 
Every one of fhese words fails 
singly with a thud and repeats 
like whispered thunder. 

Primrose Hill: 25.1.97 
i am back at dinner with my 
property-developing friends. 
This rime the place and the 
weather allow a larger gather¬ 
ing which includes a recently 
selected Conservative candi¬ 
date. No Suffolk hail or flying 
pebbles could march rhe fury 
or this soon-lo-be-MP at even 
the chance that The Times 
may back Tony Blair: “Why 
do you have to wait? Why not 

endorse us now? New La'bour 
is a con-trick: its momentum is 
a bit of magic: I don't believe 
you could ever fall far it." 

I try ro explain why New 
Labour might be able ro moke 
new welfare reforms, why rhe 
party which created the wel¬ 
fare state might be the party 
that has the public consent to 
cut it back. The Conservatives’ 
embrace of Labour's postwar 
settlement was the key to their 
re-election in 1951. Has not 
Labour now done the reverse, 
embraced Thatcher's reforms 
and promised to move them 
on? I cannot remember her 
replies — only the fine food 
and rhe spattering of her 
incredulity. 

St James’s: 28.1.97 

The Times Literary Supple¬ 
ment cites a quotation from 
the philosopher Elie Kedourie: 
Conservative discourse is the 
one “which hugs most closely 
the shape of this world". Or, as 
Dr Johnson put it. “I live in the 
world and I take, in some 
degree, the colour of the world 
as it moves along”. 

At the birthday party of a 
formidable Tory'fixer a poli¬ 
tics-watcher argues ;o me that 
the sense of the country is “for 


change much farther and fast¬ 
er than you or I or any of these 
people [he waves his arms 
around the club] would have 
expected". He does not want to 
bliune John Major. He prefers 
impersonal forces. "This sense 
has been around for a long 
time,” he says. “Since the "92 
election?” 1 suggest, echoing 
Robert's words in the Knights- 
bridge hotel. “No. longer, 
since the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. Without an external 
threat the Left is free to climb 
into our garden. It has hap¬ 
pened in America, too. We 
don’t believe any more in big 
cuts in tax and spending: so it 
is just a matter of who will best 
run the national shop at its 
current size. The fundamental 
ingredient of rhe change to the 
left is not ideology but move¬ 
ment itself. It may be danger¬ 
ous. But none of us has dealt 
with it." 

We pause for a glass of 
water: rhere is a" lot of 
abstemiousness and not much 
celebration here. "John Major 
has made a vacuum and 
called it Conservatism. It is 
not enough to rely on defend¬ 
ing Westminster from the 
Scots and Belgians — particu¬ 
larly when Westminster in¬ 
cludes Neil Hamilton and 
Brussels is like an occupying 


power already. Tony Blair has 
sensed that vacuum, occupied 
the space and given it his own 
name and his own hopes." 

Pall Mail: 7.2.97 

“It's going well, isn’t it?" says 
one of the numerous (probably 
too numerous) Tory strategists 
who are readying themselves 
to run the campaign and 
lunching with editors along 
the way. "Before Christmas 
the Prime Minister was a bit 
worried about whether he was 
going to win but now he’s 
absolutely certain he will 
win.” With each brightly col¬ 
oured plate of food (from 
golden ginger to glowing beet¬ 
root coulis) in his even more 
brightly coloured dub restau¬ 
rant he sets our a different set 
of achievements. “Unless you 
can show me why and where 
you disagree with any of our 


policies you must surely sup¬ 
port us in The Times on 
polling day." 

I try to explain that, as far as 
I can see, the Tory campaign is 
not going well at all. "Yes, The 
Times does support many of 
the Government’s policies but. 
if there was ever an adminis¬ 
tration that was less than the 
sum of its parts, it is this one." 

He does not sense any son 
of change except a rather 
"thoughtless fatigue" with rhe 
Government. "Atrue political 
tide" requires massive prob¬ 
lems (like uncontrollable infla¬ 
tion or unemployment), 
credible solutions (normally 
with an -ism at the end) and 
committed leadership (Attlee. 
Bevan. Thatcher). 

1 see rhi.s point. But these 
three conditions are not al¬ 
ways visible at the time of 
voting. Sometimes you can 


In Eastbourne, a woman was sitting 
on a copy of The Times. 

‘If we don’t have Labour in this 
time, when are we ever going to 
have them?’ she asks 


only feel them and sometimes 
not even that "You mean 
policy is one thing and politics 
quite another?" he snorts. 

Another well-known Tory 
supporter is waiting for a taxi 
on the street outside. “I know 
people want change," he says, 
“but they can change anything 
they like these days. It's a 
bloody Marks & Spencer soci¬ 
ety. Why do they want to 
change governments too?" 

Grosvenor House Hotel: 
10.2.97 

"The Conservative Winter Ball 
is secondary only to rhe Party 
Conference", according to its 
chairman. Shirley Bassey is 
here. So are some big spend¬ 
ers who pay £170.000 for a 
signed book by Norma Major 
and £14.000 for Lord Archer's 
auctioneer’s hammer. A senior 
Cabinet minister greets me 
rather acidly and inquires if 
the occasion is not “a bit 
partisan" for me: so someone 
lias got the message. A politi¬ 
cian whom I haw never had a 
meal with in J5 years of 
writing about him says that 
"wc must have lunch": he 
speaks in a light muffled tone 
as th li ugh from the inside of a 
refrigerator. This dues nor 
suggest sincerity. A senior QC 



Eighteen Thousand Tides at Eastbourne: made from reclaimed wooden breakwaters 


looks embarrassed, most sin¬ 
cerely embarrassed, to be seen 
here at all. 

Shepherd’s Bush Empire: 
11.2.97 

There is 80 minutes to waft 
before the American singer 
Suzanne Vega comes on stage. 
I talk for a while to a quiet 
man who is alone except for a 
Evening Standard. He works 
for BT and claims to be "a bit 
of a Conservative". He thinks 
that Tony Blair will "get in, do 
a few things f like and quite a 
few things I dont like". Will 
you vote for him? “Oh yes," he 
says. When did you deride? 
“About three years ago." What 
about John Major? He looks at 
me as though I were an empty 
beer cup. When Suzanne Vega 
comes on. she rather surpris¬ 
ingly makes a joke about 
Shirley Bassey. My Evening 
Standard man laughs ana 
whispers. "I thought she was 
dead". 


Eastbourne. Sussex: 23.97 

The sea here is free of hail. The 
weather is warm. The crocus¬ 
es are flowering around the 
bright new fences in the park, 
where the council has stopped 
the children biking - ova 1 the - 
grass. There are two women 
sitting underneath a new 
sculpture: it is made of retired 
wooden breakwaters from the 
beach and entitled Eighteen 
Thousand Tides. 

Over the past eight weeks I 
have grown used to approach¬ 
ing Times readers and asking 
them questions that usually 
editors do not ask. One of the 
women is acrually sitting on 
The Times, the two-day-old 
edition carrying the Wlfral by- 
election catastrophe for the.._. 
Tories: I hope (I am ever 
hopeful) that she has read it 
first. 

She has always been a 
Labour voter. She had expect¬ 
ed That John Major would 
have done more "for The poor, 
tor the schools and the young 
people out of work”. But she 
would not have voted for him 
even if he had. 

What about her friends? 
Were any of them Conserva¬ 
tives? 

Yes. "But Tony Blair is 
going to win. isn't he? If we 
don’t have Labour in this time, 
when are we ever going to 
have them?" 

She leans against the 
bleached white posts. “Thera 
are times for things and their 
time has gone." 






ABOVE: Philippe Starck stool ft [J| 
fennel, orange or lavender plastic. ” 
£49.50, Conran Shop (0171-589 7401) 

MAIN PICTURE (left to tight): Stax 
silver-finished metal slatted stool, £75, 

Heal's (0171-636 1666). Lyra bar stool 
in natural beech and chrome, £205, 

Heal's, as before. Aluminium nail stool 
with soft or hardwood base, from £195, 
Stephen Einhom (0171-359 4977). 

Limited edition Mercury bar stool h 
aJimriraum with a seat design based on 
an antique tractor, £600, Phillip Watts, 

Three Designers (0171-633 9494). 

Pom Pom stool made from Tibetat 
lamb's woof, £200, Precious McBane 
(by appointment only: 0171 -403 5270). 

TaH aluminium Luna bar stoof, £230, 
Allermuir (01254 682421) 

Thanks to Cafe Coast. 28 Lavender 
Hill, SW11. Photographs: Des 
Jenson. Styling: Caroline Griffiths 
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Blue belles will be out in force tfiis spring as denim is given a stylish edge, says Heath Brown 
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ABOVE; Denim drop-waist 
dress, £22, Elam. 484 Oxiord 
Street, W1 (0171-494 7732). 
Cream and blue stripe vest £26. 
Martin Kidman, 309 Brompton 
Road, SW3 (0171-823 7310) 

LEFT: Khaki stretch shirt, 
£26.99, Jeffrey Rogers 
(0171-2084300). Denim button- 
through skirt, £45. French 
Connection, branches 
nationwide (0171-5802507). 
Brown leather gold buckle belt, 
£32, Martin Kidman, as before. 

Denim shoulder bag. £10, 
Elam, as before. Brown leather 
wedges, £75, Bertie, 
36 South Motion Street, W1 
(0171-9352002) 

RIGHT: Indigo denim-look 
linen belted jacket, £70; bootleg 
jeans, £35, Warehouse 
branches nationwide. 
Denim cork wedges, £24.99, 
Ravel, branches nationwide 
(0171-631 0224) 

Photographs by Richard 
Bums. Hair and make-up by 
Sally Kvattiebn lor Jo 
Hansford. Styling by Amandip 
Uppal. Denim two-sealer sofa 
from Next Interiors, £449 
i (mail order 0345 100500) 
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| THREE OF A KIND "| 


The floaty feminine look around at the moment is 
too overbearing for some, so the answer is to wear a 
printed chiffon scarf that wifl add femininity 
without taking over. Here are our favourites. H.B. 
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r Tearing denim doesn’t 
jk / have to mean don- 
A/ ning an old pair of 

f blue jeans or a faded 

jacket anymore. Smartex 
nd pretty looks are giving it 
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e washed-out, double- 
ed traditional styles are now 
discarded and replaced 
indigo denim of a 1 ™* 1 
• • th stiffness. The 


_ a maiuruvci an** 

og iSsed for expensive taflor- 
and couturMtyfe dresses, 
d recently included signa- 
designs made hum daunt 
last-season saw Alexander 
tMcn and John GalUano 
it patched and pteatedon 


9 oiiw J _ t . 

; feel of this febnc 
rrfect antidote to over- 

flounces and so ifce 
L a complete denim 
forks and there is a 
on of trouser suits 
fdeg cut trousers in 
ric keep their shape 


and look smart with a short- 
sleeved fitted shirt If you go for 
more traditionally cut five-pocket 
jeans they must be indigo and 
have a turn-up of at least three 
inches to be really trendy. 

The name in jeans at the 
moment is Evisu, with basic 
baggy cuts selling at more than 
£100. Surprisingly, even at this 
price their arrival in Britain last 
year saw them completely sold out 


Maintenance of this stifler den¬ 
im is important and a full wash 
and spin is not advisable. It is best 
to have them drydeaned to retain 
their deep colouring and keep the 
fabric wel^gmomed. 

Accessory designers are also 
using denim; for shoes, bags and 
hats. In fact it is everywhere this 
season and getting the blues has 
never been so much fun. 

RIGHT: Den'mn jacket, £94, Martin 
Kidman, as before. Denim hat, £42, 
Doilargrand (0171-794 3028) 


m 







giSsS 





■s 








m 












TOP: Orange two-tone floral print chiffon scarf, £78, Gordana 
at Harrods, Knightsbridge, SW1 (0171-708 2538) 
MIDDLE: Black and red swirl print scarf. £6.99. Next, 54-58 
Kensington High Street, W8 (0116-284 9424) 
BOTTOM: Pure silk chiffon large polka dot scarf. £52, Fiona 
Pitkin, A La Mode, Hans Crescent, SW1 (0171-221 8641) 


Hot-air grilling with a Circotherm® oven 
seals in the flavour and is perfect for steaks, 
chops, sausages, chicken and fish. For our 
free brochure, call 0990 133090. 
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Plant names? It’s 
a jungle out there 

B ehind ail the names in Sfpnhdl AndcitOII collections abroad. Who said the 
gardening, the media pre- ” - age of new introductions was over? 

setters and personalities. nT1 fUp honk no One ^ 1x5015 gets ev ’ ery y F?T , 1 ? nt | 
there are many unsung OH lllc UUUis. HU UIIC nurserymen ■ such as Michael 

should be without 


B ehind all the names in 
gardening, the media pre¬ 
senters and personalities, 
there are many unsung 
figures whose effect on our garden¬ 
ing lives is much greater. 

■ Where would gardeners be with¬ 
out four volumes of “Bean", as 
-WJ. Bean's invaluable Trees and 
Shrubs Hardy in the British Isles is 
; known? But what kind of mind 
■could compile a work like that? And 
■ what kind of mind can edit The 
Plant Finder, that annual and 
exhaustive compendium of which 
nursery sells what plant? How can 
anyone know and comprehend the 
75.000 plants it contains and be 
sure the names are correct? 

Tony Lord has edited The Plant 
Finder since ir began ten years ago. 
:He has a doctorate in chemistry, 

' studied gardening at Kew. and 
worked for some years as garden 
adviser to the National Trust before 
turning freelance as an author, 
consultant and photographer. 

Gingery, and with a drooping 
moustache, he has (he slight stoop 
of a gardener (or a writer) and one 
of those calm, level voices 1 asso¬ 
ciate with paediatricians and psy¬ 
chiatrists. There is a bit of his 
native Leeds in the accent, too. 

Over the years "the botanists" 
and subsequently The Plant Finder 
have taken a lot of stick for 
changing familiar plant names. 
Would you let this man change 
your plant names? Having talked 
to Mr Lord. I think 1 would. Mainly 
because he is resistant to change. 

“There has to be a good reason 
for us to accept a change." he says. 
By “us" he means himself as editor, 
and. when he feels in need of 
advice, an advisory panel of experts 
at the Royal Horticultural Society, 
which publishes The Plant Finder. 
Mr Lord is not a botanist but he is 
a gardener with an encyiopaedic 
knowledge of plants, and he is as 
reluctant as you or I to see names 
changed on the whim of some novel 
Ph D. The Plant Finder must surely 
be as comprehensive and as univer¬ 
sal a list of plants as has ever been 
published. At the University of 
North Carolina, it is even set as a 
course book for horticulture stu¬ 


dents. as a representation of culti¬ 
vated plants. And with recognition 
like that the names must be 
accurate. 

But who decides what is right? 
Over the past ten years there lias 
been considerable correction of 
planr names, often to get back to the 
proper. previously published 
name. Mr Lord sees this process as 
largely complete. “I do not foresee 
many more changes and we are 
getting the problem of different 
names for the same variety sorted 
out. too." That must be a good 
thing. How often do you see the 
same variety of some plant in 
nurseries under different names? 
“A few genera, such as saxifraga 
and willow, are still in an awful 
muddle. But they can be sorted out. 
as bamboos were." 

As we talked, a bamboo expert 
arrived and they lamented a new 
paper by a rising botanist revising 
the names of bamboos. “Just when 
we thought we had them sorted 
out," the two of them groaned. "It 
really is perverse the way people try 
to rearrange the names." And this 
from the editor of The Plant 
Finder. Proof, were it needed, that 
he is on the gardener’s side. 

But there is more to 77ie Plant 
Finder than accuracy. Mr Lord 
says its main aim is still “to tell 
people where to find the plants they 
want". He should know. From 
November to March he works full¬ 
time reviewing the lists of plants 
whicji the contributing nurseries 
supply- A small team at the Royal 
Horticultural Society loads the lists 
on to computer to form the sub¬ 
stance of The Plant Finder. But Mr 
Lord checks the 7,000 or S.000 new 
names which come in every year 
against the available scientific or 
breeders' literature. Fifty per cent 
will be newly-bred cultivars. 20 per 
cent old cultivars reappearing for 
sale and an exciting 30 per cent will 
be new plants from the wild or 


collections abroad. Who said the 
age of new introductions was over? 
lie book gets fatter every year, and 
nurserymen ■ such as Michael 
Mitchell, of Slack Top Alpines at 
Hebden Bridge in Yorkshire, are 
pleased to be listed in there. Even 
when, as Mr Mitchell admits, they 
do not do mail order, it still pays to 
be included. 

“Because we are a specialised 
nursery where people are looking 
for a particular plant, they tend to 
use The Plant Finder. Hants are 
listed alphabetically with nurseries 
that supply them and we often get 
calk from people just browsing," 
Mr Mitchell says. 

At present, 77te Plant Finder 
does not deal with fruit or vegeta¬ 
bles. because of the variability from 
seed and the greater regional use of 
local names for fruit trees. Many 
seed companies sell the same range 
of seed strains under different 
names, to add to the confusion. But 
for those with a suitable computer, 
a CD-Rom is available, the PPP 
Index, which contains The Plant 
Finder as well as 77ie Fruit and 
Vegetable Finder, and an index of 
mainland European nurseries. 

I t is ail a far ay from the early 
1980s. when the nearest thing 
to 77ie Plant Finder was a 
"Hardy Plant Directory" on 
card index, run by Robin and Joan 
Grout, from their home in Rad- 
diffe-on-Trent, Nottinghamshire, 
for the Hardy Plant Society, or Mr 
Lord’s directory of nurseries within 
the National Trust 
] asked Mr Lord if he would 
know all those 75.000 plants if he 
saw them, and could he grow 
them? The answer was a resound¬ 
ing no to both questions. Which is a 
great relief. He is human then. But 
he does know which plants should 
be which and, vitally, where we can 
buy them. We gardeners should 
give this man a medal. In gratiTude. 

• The Plant Finder is available from 
bookshops at £12.99. The CD-Rom PPP 
Index. £39.99, can be ordered on the 
direct-mail line OI886S218SI. 

• Slack Top Alpines, Hebden 
Bridge, West Yorkshire HX77HA 
(01422845m) 



Michael Mitchell of Slack Top Alpines. “We often get calls from people just browsing" 



HOMES & GARDENS 


Part exchange your old ride-on or tractor mower for 

BRITAIN’S BEST SELLING GARDEN TRACTOR 


You'll be amazed at the difference in quality of cut and 
collection when you try a Countax - it has earned its 
market leading position by outperforming all its 
competitors! You will also be delighted at the generous 
allowance a Countax dealer may be prepared to make 
on your old machine - £250 minimum, but much more 
on machines in good condition. 

Send for the Countax brochure and the name of your 
nearest participating dealer - and why not ask for a 
demonstration eta, Countax in year earn garden? 


PHONE FREE 0500 279977 
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TOUGH, HARDY, FAST GROWING, 
IMPENETRABLE FLOWERING & 
FRUITING HEDGING 

Police Rocoaunondod Security 




pb: Counto. FREEPOST. Great Hasetoy. Oxford 0X44 7BR 
I Please send me your brochure □ Please arrange a demonstration □ 

|NamB__ 

- Address_ 


MINIMUM EXCHANGE 
ALLOWANCE £250 

ms oner is bypetoapeang dsafare and ts suttect to abater's discretion. 


£7.95 pap 
ENOUGH FOR 25 FEET 

* Rkft Majtnla and Cold Rase blooms 
up to 3" across 

* WoatkrMh fragrant 

* Scanty of Unci Wall 

* Prolrcts plants from Water WhI 

* Crows to 3-4ft wilhia 12 norths 

+ Crows wtB no natter bow poor your soil 
Cotourtul. fragrant. 'ROSEWAU. 1 rapidly 
roadies 7fL Nfpi, and U so my to gw. 
Plant ID la 20 Ins apart, orkxiruhr Mcfc 
badge pi an I In S parallel rows. Kaaps 
animats and Intruders ouL' OsUckhis Jolly 
nch in vtiansn c can be made tram fruits 
gf RosewaN- No complicated pruning - 
lust clip lo desfred height. 

nsTBscouBK nuTAun rmtntn moose 



BURG 


with Security Shutters T " " “ " 

The Ultimate Deterrent, jaaB»«i.. 

Made from toueh maintenance free ■ 


POST YOUR ORDER WOW’ 

BRAMLEY’S NURSERIES,,. 

SSI BENFLEET ROAD-SOUTH BEN FLEET -ESSEX 



Made from tough maintenance free ■ 

insulated aluminium our slimline * immoJMj 

Security Shutters net only keep buigtais * 

out, they keep hea*. In, dramatically 1 ^_ 

reducing heat loss. Simple to operate 1 

from inside your home. Security J 

Shutters are derigped and manufactured 

for /cur windows, are normally fitted _ _______ 

In one day and are folly guaranteed. g 

Phone Today 01484 461010! Posteoda 


conquer 



and h ard water problems 



safe, efficient 

and affordable 


You won’t find a more rewarding or more _ 

affordable way lo transform the appearance of your f BTp 

garden with cascades of glorious summer colour, 

Imagine the possibilities. Use your arch lo form 
romantic and fragrant entrances from one part of 
your garden lo another. As a focal point over a path, 
framing a gateway or even as a charming flora I porch 
over a door. A series of arches draped with clematis 
or honeysuckle creates ihe graceful pergola effect so 
evocative of the English country garden. ^ 

Our special offer arch is based on a traditional ^ 

design and is the natura] and improved successor to 
the classic structures of the Victorian era. 

Constructed from strong steel tube, finished with a 

maintenance-free black nylon coaling with moulded ^ ■ 

joints and horizontals. Supplied ready for easy seif- 
assembly your arch will provide enduring pleasure 

SyoJ w pll«“our 01*^° Nomal <tespau1 ’ 5 “P “ 8ll °" 28 **• * 

The offer is only available by ASHDOWN SPECIAL OFFERS 

mail order to readers of this East G [-Instead, Sussex RH192HG. *ni«n<«g* wLB 

advertisement who resuond Usssossssss^ "-w 3 -"-***** 100230 



Ask for Free Brochure & Test Kit Now 

ji'/ife 
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n -- - --___ Water King TW 11 

JJtjTroyi Limercalc Everywhere™ Freepost OF2133 

fr^ii osooSZ^ 


FLAT ROOF PROBLEMS? 


mail order to readers of this 
advertisement who respond 
before the offer doses on March 
31st 1997. 



ORDER NOW - OFFER ENDS MARCH 31ST 


Phase send ma_(aty) a/R05E ARCHES al £19-95+£2.95 PSP. 

Send cheque to Ashdown Spaed Oners, Ea«GrtfWead.Sws»RHi92HG. 
Or charge MasterCard □ Visa □ SuttchO Total E_ 

llli 1 1 11 rn n 111 i~m &»»» LLU i 


Switch issue no. 


Pvmm fd-. we lyt/uOana *«ah to rBoewo omer mal _Rcgac«JrtB^a«i 1082230 
oflBB from sdectefl conipai fe □ VATNurtw S103880C3 


MASTERCARD/VISA/SWITCH S’ 01342 310050 ( 24 hrs) FAX: 01342 310099 . 


Tns SOM. IGbSt. 0 TKq metal um ■» 
tfw •» nerasOT ma your «bw » 
premises am under conssn wteo 

sunBftmca Tb jw a tady wfcte 
wnm it a filled m3) a 
eonMuouar tes»*8 h?" weasoy nxJ 
LED lama po^md by one AA taatrf 
insutet) «W bss 3&r*. ■■ yejr. 
Wttmfl nueswi mis b M most 
icaisc sndfflduB on the rate, t 
eonas txnpttp wsn fcunj seas and 
ptugs. Bastes ad a ipnrtw after 
hg M Bfito g Bw ha ra yea prarac: 
am pratseal tty saewty now® 
Kmpvamtnarf -onfrrtodayr 
Money Back Guarantee. 
AIItw7 - M days despaidi 


24 hr Ctrdit _ 
— Card Hotline 

01483 268888 


OuoteNo DIY5 
JEM KmWfrnft. Oca. OIV0032. 
USMUOM Sumy. 

GuesND 


we drtwt lo a! addresses in me UK. nebding 
Nofttiemir gg id QftsragedtoowAMty. 

ReosesmlHatoocaoB taita Ct^^SS SI 


METPOSTI 

FENCING 

PRODUCTS 


If your FLAT ROOF is leal 
you need to contact AJP. 


oryoudiWc'ttj 


WHY? 


Pty:trnrtft '___ 

liendraatxsedchDqu^^ _modepoyebte 

I to Booms of freanghan or debit my WsaAtasetoan3byE___ 

| Card No__ 

l factor Oote - OfomfoteaftCEOUSBOtmcp 

! C0UKTON Orol. BLOOMS OF BfiESSWGHAM. Md Oder. 

I AtfncS (Brasdogficsm). Ora. Noffdc P22 2BL 

|Etoon«Miaanl«3lO(ieiBa(Mtaic(DmaadUiL lyaudonal*«iiD . 
■ iK »»iwcrtwfr^«»t)»ac a>' wiabrP*DwtfLia.fr«nBlarcn M 
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touch for 
your beds 

Auricula’s ravishing flowers are luring 
more enthusiasts, says Barbara Abbs 


"V" see nothing in it but what is 

|| innocent: and it_serves as 

I a gracious relaxation Far 
gentlemen of the study and 
the office," wrote a French enthusi¬ 
ast during the reign of Louis XIV 
about the growing of auriculas, 
and, judging by their increasing 
popularity, it is as true today. 

Auriculas are highly bred mem¬ 
bers of the primula family and have 
umbels of flowers in ravishing 
colours, with contrasting centres 
and, frequently, white-dusted fo¬ 
liage. They were developed from a 
hybrid or Primula auricula and 
P. hirsuta, which grow in the Alps. 

The 16th-century Dutch garden¬ 
ing buff Clusius grew auriculas in 
Leiden, where they were known as 
Auricula ursi or “liitle bears' ears" 
because of their fleshy, pointed 
leaves. They found their way to 
northern France and Flanders and 
then to England. By the 18th 
century they were established here. 

The attraction of auriculas is that 
exciting hybrids can be created, the 
plants are small, they need no heat 
in winter and vigorous ones soon 
produce "offsets” thar can be 
swapped or given away. 

For Adrian Orchard, growing 
auriculas is the perfect relaxation. 
A notary public, who commutes 
from the village of Southease in 
East Sussex to London, his working 
day is long and a spell outdoors 
each evening with his collection of 
plants relaxes him. His first 
glimpse of auriculas was on Geof¬ 
frey Smith's television programme 
World of Flowers some years ago. 
and it was love at first sight. 

Today, in a cool part of his 
garden facing east, is a row of 
raised cold frames lined with a 
thick layer of gravel. Rows of "long 
toms” (tall day pots particularly 
suitable for plants with a long, 
thick root) cot tain a wide range of 


FACT FILE 


■ The National Collection of 
Edged Auriculas wffl be 
shown at the Chelsea Flower 
Show, starting May 19. by 
Brenda Hyatt of 

1 Toddington Crescent 
Bluebell HAL Chatham. Kent 
MES 9QT (01634 863251), and 
other rare varieties fay Cravens 
Nurseries, 1 Foukls Terrace, 
Bingley. West Yorkshire 
BDJ6 4LZ (01274 561412). 

■ Shows in the southern 
section of the National 
Auricula and Primula Society 
wiU be hdd.at Datcbet village 
hall, near Windsor, Berkshire, 
on Saturday. April Sand 
Saturday, April 26. 

• Information: Adrian 
Orchard on 0171-208 2901, or 
Lawrence Wig ley. 67 
Wamham Court Road, 
Canhalton Beeches. Surrey 
SM53ND. 


auriculas. Among them is a plant of 
die oldest surviving variety, the 
deep plum 'Argus* from 1869, and 
varieties of his own. There is also 
one with narrow cream stripes on 
blade, named ‘Southease*. 

With micropropagation, pood 
auriculas are now more widely 
available. Before this, unusual 
specimens were passed among 
fellow “florists” and the best forms 
rarely found their way into com¬ 
merce. The elaborate composts 
described in early books — 
barrowloads of goose dung soaked 
in buckets of bullock’s blood and 
mixed with sugar-bakers’ scum — 
have made auricula growing seem 
as esoteric as alchemy. Some 
enthusiasts still sieve manure and 



Border auriculas grown by Adrian Orchard, of Southease, East Sussex, who breeds his own varieties as a means of relaxation 


mix it with two-year-old leafmould, 
but many others simply use a loam- 
based compost with added grit and 
peat. Mr Orchard mixes two parts 
John fnnes No 2 with half a part of 
grit and half a measure of peaL 
Auriculas are divided into sev¬ 
eral groups: show auriculas, al- 
pines and doubles. All classes have 
subdivisions, particularly shew 
auriculas. In die 1740s cultivars 
with leaf-like green tissue instead of 
petals were produced. Where this 
edging is dusted with the farina or 
white meal that makes auriculas so 
distinctive, it appears grey. Where 
die farina is thick, the edge looks 
white. The finest flowers have a 
dense circte of farina, or paste, in 
the centre and a ground colour — 


blade is highly thought of — that 
feathers out into The white, grey or 
green edge. They are as if made 
from a precious stone by Faberge. 

Only border auriculas should be 
grown out of doors in flower beds. 
They need moist but well-drained 
soil and a cool position. Buy plants 
from a specialist nursery or a show. 
Seeds from specialist suppliers are 
also available. Commerdal seeds, 
often labelled as “Alpine auri¬ 
culas". can be disappointing, pro¬ 
ducing variable flowers. 

There are fashions in auriculas 
as in much else. Double flowers are 
popular again and resemble small 
camellias or old roses in shades of 
cream, gold, umber, phim or violet 

Striped flowers fell from favour 


in the 18th century, but one enthusi¬ 
ast of these. Allan Hawkes, a pas; 
president of the National Auricula 
and Primula Society, who lives in 
Rabley Heath, Hertfordshire, has 
been recreating them for 20 years 
with considerable success. 


T he auricula year begins in 
February when the plants 
“wake up”. The beauty of 
many of the varieties is in 
the delicate while meal on leaves 
and flowers, and water can spoil it 
Pots should be watered individ¬ 
ually using a can with a narrow 
spout Water heavily in spring 
during the flowering period and 
tightly in summer. Mr Orchard 
uses a quarter-strength mix of 


tomato fertiliser during the grow¬ 
ing period to ensure fine flowers. 

After flowering, plants need re¬ 
potting. Opinions differ as to the 
relative merits of day or plastic 
pots, layers of crocks at the bottom 
of the pot or the best time to repot. 
Even long tom pots are not consid¬ 
ered essential by every expert In 
fact auriculas tolerate a wide range 
of cultivation methods. Repotting 
times from May onwards are sug¬ 
gested, while August is a favourite 
in the south. 

When repotting, compost is gent¬ 
ly removed from the roots, whidi 
are then washed and examined for 
disease or pests and replanted in 
fresh compost Small shoots or 
offsets are removed and potted 


Thriving Primula auricula 


WEEKEND UPS 


■ Prune Suddleia davidii hard 
back to a framework of ohkr 
wood. even though this means 
losing some early shoots. 

■ Cut down newly planted 
raspbeny ones ui 9in. Apply 
potash to established canes. 

■ Stand flowered pais of narcissi 
or hyacinths in a light, con] place 
such as a cdkl frame to die down, 
or plant out in the garden. 


separately to make additional 
plants. There is a burst of growth in 
early autumn and then die plants 
begin to die down, though they do 
not disappear. 

The only things auriculas do not 
tolerate are waterlogging, drying 
out or over-heating. Alpine primu¬ 
las are covered with snow all winter 
and can put their roots down 
further and further into cool crev¬ 
ices during summer. They cannot 
do this in pots. 

With the right site for border 
auriculas or shady cold frames for 
show and alpine types, plus a tittle 
time to attend to their needs, more 
and more people are finding they 
can grow auriculas satisfactorily 
without recourse to alchemy. 



The Scientific Solution 



FREEPHONE 

0800 316 5555 


Incredible low-cost 

computer technology! 

Krystal fits in minutes 

- it’s the simplest, 

most efficient answer 

to lime scale problems 

ever devised! 

E xperience s ail w a te r benefits MOW 
throughout your home - dean, green 
and ebeoiuMy no chemicals! Ybu 
can St Kiystal youraaf In 5 minutes 

INHIBITS BmoscaJe forming in kettles 
and appiances. * DISSOLVES existing 

Smeacate from your whole water 
system. * GIVES YOU better lather 
from less soap. Wtater is toKter to eldn 
and hair. ■ PRESERVES heeBhgjtfng 
natural substances ki your 
SAVES YOU MONEY on soap and 
detergents.* MAKES YOUR BOILER 
more eflfcient and prolongs Rs »te- 

•mSOSTOEWlOLE HOUSE FOR LESSTHAME80 
90-QHr H0IE TRIAL 


Lines czxc .? 
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“When I needed to get 
about after my hip 
operation, Churchill’s gave 
me the fastest service and 
thebestvalue. If like me, 
you don't want to move 
home, I wholeheartedly 
recommend them 
toymL ' 


jjj)' Installation often within 
3 days after FREE home 
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customers. 


a week. 


warranty icdoded. 





0800 3F1 


HOMES & GARDENS 


WARWICK 

BUILDINGS 


* STUDIOS 

* SUMMERHOUSES 

* WORKROOMS 

* GARAGES 

* STABLING 
fftm Inn M uMlk. 
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~ proudly present our new 1997 range of *S ^bfT«( b6 Wt|^J 
fabrics,the most advanced fabrics avaiable. Recqtiuwefttedh^^ _ 
more conservatory companies than any other brand. ..-^s 

Huge range, prompt professional service. '■ 
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PROPERTY 



TO ADVERTISE CAii:- . 

01714811986 CTRADEj ‘ 
01714814000 (PRIVATE) 


FAX: 0171782 7799 0171782 7828 


NORTH OF THE 
THAMES 


MtHt gTHEET Wt Juw Oft Spor 

done 2 bad, 2 bath Oat on bth 

(Up) fir 0 1 nod bit £230.000 

Co 0171 TOO 
7222 or 0385 118816. 


BARGAINS. Repananloas ud 
BHoEad for quick sola props. 
CStotol Property List*. 7 tan 
IQam-lOpm 0171 833 1104. 


Rodaood tot quick ula mope. 


ST JOHNS WOOD NWS. 


7 th (loot panned block 
jpamneuL 

3 bedrooms. 1 double reception 
room, balcony. latehen. 
baihroam. 
b9 yew lease. 

Private sale, do agents. 
£244,004. 

Mr Aden 0171402 8636 


BAYSStfATBt HO. WZ 2nd Or Flat 
Joeing kobo. Gudna in pn>- 
dg* portend bit lfl i«tai 
2/3 bada, utehflnfcfct zn bdt 
sfrwr rat sap HG> TO T» 
£305.000 CexrtTOl Eoraua 0171 
224 


B ETHMAL GHBN 


2 bedroom 


0171 480 <811 


£83550 

wa 


CMSVnCK W AoUim doe. 

Sefnrb n map «d iac ro*r. 

windows, gch, rawhod. h"ooad 

flxs. LY Btfit 2 beds, but toife 
aap ahw*. balc. 2 «t rooty, 
k/b roan, a/a dnb 8 boot ““ 

iHSaMflMoSj 187 3596 


080HGE ST, WL Lga 4 bad, 2 nc 


LITTLE IBUbUHt Vale. Tto 
u. YKhero 


spadollu local Mania, 
ft Go OI71 289 1692 


MARBLE ARCH Bimmun CL 3 
bd. 2 Kk. mdr, f-lkrm. 24 hr 
-500. or- 


port. £359,500.0171 7249919 


LONDON PROPERTY 



GROVE MANOR HOMES 

Pri/ptrUtt of DistuuiiM 


city Heights 


Islington, N1 



2 & 3 Bedroom 
Apartments from 
£i* A 500 
Per it.. juses from 
£239,500 to £360,000 

Sales Suite: 

0171 3595259 

Open Daily 
10.30am - 5.30pm 

City Heights, 

Essex Road, Islington, NI 


CSTABLISHCD I HI 


M COPPING 
V/ JOYCE 

CMMITOED aUMVORS • WJUBIS • ESTfiE ACBfTS 

0171 359 9777 


OVERSEAS 

PROPERTY 



The largest display of 
property ovorsoas in 
the UK 

Over 130 differont 
agents and developers 
Holiday, retirement 
and business property 
•Export advisors 
Legal & Financial 


<v»a£? h 


**»nl 





ft SPAIN 

• GREECE 9 PORTUGAL' 
i FRANCE • FLORIDA • CYPRUS 
(• THE BAHAMAS • S/ARHCA t IRELAND 
I# CANARY & BALEARIC ISLANDS 
> ANDORRA • CHANNEL ISLANDS 
JO USA • GIB • GOA • EGYPT 


FOR FREE INFORMATION PACK 
RING 0181 942 9088 C24 HRS) 


ADMISSION 
FOR 2 WITH 
THIS ADVERT 

(Normally £2.50) 
CHILDREN FREE 


Aristo 

Developers 

Paphos Cyprus 



Invest In the ideal charm of Paphos 
with Aristo Developers expertise 


PapXioi offtm ‘ 

Low Taxation, Most CUmata, Excellent Security. 
International Ufmstyia, School, Goif Courses. 

Aristo oHorsx 

Btggu* Cftofc* of Ajwfenfrft Plots and VWas, 

Best QuaSty Constucthn, Best ValaahrUonay, 
EuyTmdPtyMnt,FnahMmK. 


For appointment telephone 
Daryl Fitzgerald 

Savoy Hotel Tel: 0171 - 8364343 
from 6th to 9th March 1997 


T* toil FtaganM - pint* hm me dmftt 9 MSa Drahpm 
PJI. Bn ZSS • nfbot, Cypre*. laU 857 8 WCQ, Fac 357 « 2M2S0 

tome. ..... 

Aaressr.I... 

TH.NU.OOC9. . An. . fax . 

ria masted me . bednoaftOtlBat 

nv&tcumou . 


MARBLE ARCH pb Wk. 3 bd. 2 


SOUTH OF THE 
THAMES 


MW3 Men Arm qa 2 superb 3 

CUa iuim nil * Q"Twl tw 

£40aLF««iri*m«Itate view¬ 


ing cap ham 07000780802. 


P«Mt LONDON W0 MHT UtT. 

3000 + tot sals la W1 W2 W8 

w mi nn sw3 SW7 swio 

mn ms Nwa ms wmio 

priaa* London swM »« 

3 months «nb £75 + pp. 

1N2 9000 


QUICK SAUB Bt Ontario *»■. WIO 
- Goad dHMUn star 2 tads 

CDBNUlnL hulL HtdWD. 
02500Q - Leasehold lUTgs. 


Prompt Bn ■ 0171 221 


_ .to BaUdlng 

Society tape—n—jons List. 
1200+ Arts ud tows in 
Laadaa.aad.fba Bum Oranxtae 

3 —si snto c i listo s CS9 * pp 

BSJLf. 0181- 


SHEPHERDS BUSH Light 2 bd fit 
27* Ox aa. tt tmrr. epUi te ra l . 
olaoC130J00. 0181 748 0827, 


ST JOHNS WOOOb NWS- Brnsel- 
hml 1 tod In small blk. pads> ft 


OSP.Opp 


togsnta 1 

id m 7 


WS-CONteHVATKJN AREA Pretty 
2 bad toe + gda. GCH. 
E134JS0 P/BXU81 998 dSOO 


W3 tapsrb l af uiblm tod Vbrotan 
too, crxr 3 fin, ttota 
recap, and Or l ~V”V adlit S 
beds, 2 baths. 36* W. gda 
£23Sj000 Ml 0181 993 0147. 


BELGRAVIA 


EBURV SI HU I 2nd door 1 tod 
flat, beepg ULbatb. saulLpbb- 
Laase to 2048. £145400 Best 
Gepp 0171 730 9253. _ 


SOUTH OF THE 
THAMES 


CLAPHAM 

COMMON 


Crescoit Grove, magnificent 
Georpan boose, S beds, 2 
tinge recep. 3 baxhs. 
OStyXML 
0171 6223926 
07050011730 


CAMBSONBL 0R0V8 OSOJDOO. 
e Lae Geadn. Cimsei siiTftuin 
Btn. 9V G&T0171 2772826 


WANDSWORTH 
Common SW12 


Lugs aBO-denched tone, 5 
btds, 3 iKd^tioot, 2 hsthrqetbt, 
UtthaL 2 toOea, targe «eS*+ 


Cknsmuawtt iffffft I 
Bduh RaB rad UnderomnL 1 
A&tttt. £320,000. 

Td: 01816721317. 


CLAPHAM SOUTH 


SnuHium u sertar de ii gaed 
3 bednmn pcMbaBe^wiaw 
Ifcgc lad <q4e mMterbednxn, 
2 bakgam. lop iwtpdoe. 
off pvltas. etoe w abe. 

i tad bU j 

Man be ■ 


Td 0181673 5682 


CITY & WEST END 


1 bod flat 
llssaLnlft 1 st 
patfafeSn a^ooa 


Harris k Go 0171 600.7000. 


A bftlST SS! (priv sale) 

UNIQUE one of a MM &ffax5/6 
brye btdnm w/pres uwsa a tom 
arete 4 wto rsewto asnoi In 
best of Baker St, 5 mbssB mitts ] 
R«ci Park and SdMtes. WO >r 
| Uarew/opdaeiarrtMbaU.Naw^'l 
rtlrtMnd. Oa ita n t imsi t mna. 

tatatoatanttrtaaSIUMO. 
Cal 01714M2472. 


MARYLEBONE 


At§acent Laattnsdc Hotel 
Elegant na inun o v e d 4 tsorey 
boose, with pocmoal tor 
private boyerwim 

i m a g inati on 

125 yea-Lease for sale. 
£295^00. 

01717242317 


LONDON PROPERTY 


Required for Retaining Cbeou 
Pcziod Residence 
Hampstead A Surrounds (NW3) 

Mlnlianm 5 hwlm na n 
1 mmiNtiaW FlinAf 

Guide Price £2m-£4m 
AO Replies Treated in Strict Confidence 
Refc RJW 



CITY & WEST END 


CHAflTBIHOUSE SO EC1 Srafllos 
tv sale in Sr pece blk with 
POOL . BVBL roof-tie. 
£77500. task *al. 
0171600 7000. 


CO 


B» STUDIO Off Hast 3 

DitofUdiO 


6d> 


IfVIU8MEMM SCI 5th 


tw bad. Sit is Rod Hr . 
yds boa St tools. Potter-. 

HR. £230000 taak 
i Co 0171600 7000 


WC11 m flax, 2nd Oe Share 
freehold, near tube £87^00 
Banburrfc Befl 0171833 4466. 


DOCKLANDS 


ISU OF DOBS 3 bedroom 


£124,996. freehold. 0171 480 
6815. 


WAPPBfS 4 bedrooar toose orsr- 
eaolL Fxeehnld 
0171 480 6818. 


A SPECTACULAR 
RIVERSIDE 
APARTMENT 


1000 

tonoc tad rna-nrr t viewy 2 

2 huh. tope bane. tafanhK 

ped asd tsmg- Poog ag e snf 

core paddag. Oose w tshe rad 

rMSt^c MM. QUITO. 
Tel: 01892 539633. 


DULWICH 


BBJL MEADOW. 8819. tram 

tadoa Uak d e rasto d sm 

h o m e with garage nr Dghrteh 

sohooia. £246X^0. Volk. 
VoDcer 0181 670 8000 


FULHAM 


ts«l £128^00. 


FULHAM. SW6 Stedlo Bat. 

£69.950. Umz 
0171 491 8977 


—--3 bd _ . 

mlalM iy ante BCbl g 9«S. gate, 

for r eds v e L to pro vide a do. of 
•-» mbiKt i 
0181741 


KENS INGTON & 
CHELSEA 


Loaders n£ 


0171 838 1066. to* 8381077 



LONDON PROPERTY 


Great Jubilee 


78-80 Wap ping Wall, 


One of the last remaining, 
warehouse opportunities, 
the River Tham 


From o 
Ready Hf 





ff- 

aterfront 
rthbank of 
ing. 


► 0,000 

September 


Open Weekend 8 th & 9 th March 





11.00am to 5.00pm 

o 


ALUARD HOMES LIMITED 


Vel: 0171 488 0306 


KENSINGTON & 
CHELSEA 


MMIDOTIUIL BiaatlfU Owt, a 

bed. 1 reran 2 bath, 2 tsto 


bed. 1 teem 2 bath, 2 BaJco- 
atei, nwiitf vtaie, pek sale. 
e«»JOOd: 0171 6tft 9342- 


BMM CT EAST latOad iuOm, 8 
tadfc 2 tec, ooMssjatna. 1F|» 
£4^00a 0171 8M 6933 


SOUTH RBIB IJfOO sqn boae- 
Bsaat Oat req. l a ftablahmeut 
£260,000. Others svsl l»M lk 
MarMsIgh tote 0171 491 8977 


*W7 2 bad Mows flat CdhUbgO 
wd mum XT recap I op 
dining L/H Aaron h Lewis 0171 
244 »91lL 0171 244-9838 f 


MVW DeUdhtfal su a el o us spur 
level 2 bed fist wtdi tens SW 
Data* roof isu’sne. £2lijon 
7SLQ171 851 7606 4-»pw 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE 


BBOTON amt 1st fleer flat 2 


tod bath felt ten mrSoaUag 

gdto. BS9SfiOQ Lea— » 2063 

GeOlU 0171 730 9253. 


NOTTINGHILL 


NEWLY MRJRB HAT 

No era tfpss, no t&at fees. 
W11.BFtoLBaw;2d6Mlte 
Wotirtag SUfag rm ed* nmee 
cydoeidsc oonsnad add, omerioi 

Bata. I 


ESSEX 


Retirement in 
Love joy Land 


GCH. Onsets 
edIKyv 07718673444(0) 

017143T 8649 weekends 


RICHMOND A 
KINGSTON 



MOO TeL 


3 

^ Oit 

.CteseteaDlotal 
',500. No 
PhBtp 0181 892 
0181 . 


„ _ i^as 

894 6416 (ergj 



BERKSHIRE 


Of toope A beoeNM Lazury 
(ptnsnd floes apt la pb eecaru 
mmple*. 3 beta, 2 toths. loo 

Uvtaw ares, wupmb WL OoatSo 


gge. nse of ground*. 

Apply Sols dgmit BeU 

Hans 01344 874300 


C23GJOOO 



Untainted by the 
commuter bdt spread. 
North MjD Place, Halstead 
has excellent local fadEties 
with the renowned peace 
and tranquility of an 
English Courtyard,. 
Unusually laige retirement 
houses and Bats are avail¬ 
able at this spadous, land¬ 
scaped development - from 
£152500. * 
Freephone0800454626 


qootizig ref NA4 


HAMPSHIRE 


WINCHFEELD 


.•dss 


Good kxei 

Ksbnds 
M3/Ml 10 


TcL 81252 844S22 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 


ATTRACTIVE 
Very mrasnal 


Open plan house. 3 miles 
Ascot 3-f bedrooms, 2 
recaptions. 3 petxo/conrtyard 
ta acre BMm nnlen. 

lUe 


L235JOOO. Mn Will 
01344 422612(H) 
61344890115 lO) 


ASHTON, 

NORTHANTS 


3 

... J. 

08 tod 


;3>waiaBcttoliafMI. 
CtanloMllMB Kryaa t 

l SO Kto Uadm. S3 1 

l £114930. 


01604864099. 


OXFORDSHIRE 


MBTDM£248«000. As 
lee Greta & llsxed 


feltlT In -rffleni If—‘Vi 1 beds, 

3 tecece, tea. 03 

K40 L 


ASCOT 


Iraq i jnaij boas in l<« eon, - 
tobeato.4b taw rO«ewaeL 
4 nxxpaw mm. (eqtr gmge. 
new mnafag peal, rqnte 
lc c ^l Eloaric gwc*. Ooer e> 
•dMta.EoKpcioadati 4 .a 8 
read) of M3. Ml A ICS. pdnte 
uk. £S«UXn or MjOMprai M 


Td: 01344 22331 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


E Mod 2 tod derectod 

tn Idyllic 


open eiewm. Large modem kb 
* lot A 


lounge. QrtaL A private. lac 
Dee h outbldge £84^95 
Prembold 0171 359 6354 CEO Or 
0171 976 3034 CW> 


CORNWALL 


TTNTAGEL 


hep . i Urtg woo, hato . note 


Gorge, csoaor tad. aoodea tad 
■■■» booK A sneo hoere Oodee, 
■gras. 77 1 XT. A B e ltoois 
Bpuav* S8D«». rttr * «T (xwrage 
■>. Web KKtad triik e Ccpci 
k oeuto iedataL EAM4. 

Farther details teL 

(01237)431689 


LONDON PROPERTY 


LITTLE ADELPHI 


JOHN ADAM STREET. LONDON WC2 

CLOSE TO COVENT GARDEN 
& THE SAVOY, 


NEAR THE RIVER THAMES IN THE ADELPHI CONSERVATION AREA 


Ml MU ll:\l-ry apartments 


y - v 

. P " " r\y ' v J. 

FjELf: r\f r 


.t&-£ jF?.’-' ^ ^ f p" 

- iiiiiiif * 1 



2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
PRICES FROM £215,000 

- NEAR TO CHARING CROSS & THE EMBANKMENT STATIONS 
• HIGH SPECIFICATION INTERIORS 
• PORTERAGE • SECURE UNDERGROUND CAR PARKING 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
1 1.00AM - 4.00PM 


DE GROOT 
COLLIS 




0171235 8090 


O 


GALLIARD HOMES 


/ 


Jen 7-35 one. 
poeeese Bsffary 
11844 216371 


Retire to 
Deepest Rural 
Oxfordshire 


English Courtyard 
have only one large 
2 bedroom house left 
at this spacious, 
landscaped develop¬ 
ment in the village of 
Stanford in the Vale 
between Faringdon 
& Wantage. 


Priced at £165,000 
Freephone 0800220 85S 


SUFFOLK 


sumxjt East Brngtolt Cl 6th 

Timber FunhonM, 4 tad*. 2 


pteOM. jftaa kit Ago. 

■era gda + paddock. 

Otter h Ptnm 01206 


SURREY 


HMCMLEY WOOD DCL 30’*. 3 bd, 

2 Igc roe, bdefat xm/adl. fit fell. 

WgSr^S^ 

6 ate. No d a te 
0181 398 384a 1 


WSURREY 
t«G0DAU4NG 
Now 2 bed apaanm in parttod 


Factoandudat 
ettats, Moor pad, 50 m 
touxfc. mnrey | 


ForSrfeZIBaOOO 
let 0171 493 0676(7) 
TtL 01418 «1 363 (I) 


SUSSEX 


I con»ge with pad- 


tedoor pogL 4 tadrocoM. 
£245POO. Contact GA Tows ft 
CowBtrr. Tel <012431 826311 


WALES 


IAUGHARNEjCARMS. 

bmtotendeStoedhtaeta 
tu e iPi 'dt h , dam 18 on ft 


nm.inM .1 

ta.Bnfy.mftm!- . . 

fcto\oiiwittSdftyitaiCta«rad 


ojnaanmi. 
017124I153S. 


S.W. WALES. 

Jibed, a 



SeaA 


.nsaAXknsMao 


Fartortherdoadb 
Uk 81437 SO 233. 


HOPE 


Near Chester 
and Wrexham 


2 tacfcoon i btandow. dfCH, 
rerarttabataWnraarA. 
Valued at £88,500. 


Open to offers. 

Tet 0151 7287965. 


WILTSHIRE 



bMt4tp»Vim)00ftqil 
D2M88 

mTdtlM12S162Sf | 


SPAIN 


COST* 


wom. Tcrravteje. vmas / Apt*. 

St^l81 642 4376._ 


COSTA D8- SOL MaxtmUn. Ve»* 

^ml«PbTnW»pt»£60Jc^00fe 

gngtA gSmio Boi 31 1315 


jAvwfe*onA*A oa^oa 

How ft re nte nschftptoH 

^^^^^talnt 01S62 83Sl8l| 


UtAffiAffiE Tfestefolly for- 

JSS l bed/batb dnpfta 

taHMtaL ala, tR 
•»tewe^69^00J0146« «!' 


USA 


i ft co ndo* to hdML 
Toll no* tact to OS 0800 
806827 Mr— --- A T nt 


<Sotf Co—t. C wai— o* d rantel 
■ta^n TSC 01202 884460, 


tdweshare 

OVERSEAS 


PUBLIC AUCTION r;s 


RESALE TI.V'ESHARE WEEKS 

KM. !{■■<.>!■!< (rvf l‘>?« 


Sunday 16th March 
Rontar MBe. Nwraadkat. 

FtosoKee from Cl00.00 Post* 
Utb by a rrangement 
rmtninn uee AwflaMe From 
DOT T. The White House. 
Poftsmoutfi Rd. Thames D»on 
Surrey, KT7 OSY. 

TetOIBI 339 0010 


0—KT 0 urn W mSSs 

Sr set tm ar Jtyi 


LONDON RENTALS 


MKSt ST W1 Spec. Oat* to wefl 

maintained biocfe. Lga n eeft 3 

tad. 2 bath £475 pw. 2 raoep. 

374 beds. 2 berth. 2 wc ESSO pw. 

24 hr eec. eoastaBt HW. *- 

lete. tar ft Co 0171 486 


Jge Jax 

«r Toto £660 pw City 


Lots lot 0171 488 1 




■ARBCMUcnV mu eeOec t ton 
at riate &db £725 pern. Brin 6 
—Frank Hndr ft Co 
0171 600 7000. 


BARBICMM CC2 Sotocdon of 2/3 
tod apt* fton O ll^ii 


Wetoer 0171 253 4414. 


■RAM) NEW S£1 Canary BoU 
bed flat. 2 bach wttb vtow. lnx- 

Sor-oMnr 


BALEARICS 


OSLBEA Attractive 
ctens 1 bed flat. River 
£440 pw T to 171 373 0033 


In aU an*. _ 

0181 477 B06Q C24hr»3 


Plate 

avail to tet. Nuthtah 
0171 491 8977 


TAYLOR WOODROW BALEAfBC 
BUS Year O. to worth 
now ta lnuiinne. Groan 

YStege u i to te ul ' 11 3 90K 1 
Coarse. 2 ft 3 betaoara opta 
fro*n £4Z7Sa Esenin taathn*. 
largo tenaca. 0281 893 2926 
. 23Qgte to Cl) 


CANARY'ISLANDS 


_ at aak F/B 

edge, new / reeole, £5Qk-<_ 

Soptebpoatato.01202 311316 


MAYFAIR 

Adjacent to GmvesorSq. 
Newly lCn o vtt e d iafcdor 
dadoed tan B&. Lids and 
soactoas 3rd floor iabro^ with 
lift. Nice ealr haD 2 Lge dde 
be&ra. New ntabded berfami ft 

tewULiB i nt r Kii w t Hi jii i r 

recep/tSnint. C/H dc. 
£695 pw. No agents. 
0171493 2938 


FRANCE 


ALL FRANCE lOOOs of propsrttes 
ter ta tails ft froo beoebora call 
KmberfoTtto 0171 386 7240 
(eg Oct 0171 386 61223 


AMnfeBRI ft etoteta. Pnach / I 


mafCl! Alps. 30 k 
ft re ante. Broc 
India Inc. 01562 


300k *. New | 
ihoea 
281 


A SPECTACULAR 
RIVERSIDE 
APARTMENT 


wttli own wdarive 1000 Gq ft 
mace and atodket views. 2 
bed* 2 tadL tajtc laange, 
i w inuniu g pool and a—. 
ftste n gesodaeci 
ClOK to tube. £345 per i 

Td: 01892 539633. 


IMNEMCC to g lo n of Bootham 


In eazf- 

_rangasan ncr 

able tn tkto beautiful land of 


Vka Gosb- Engitoh spoken, aek 
for Carole Aoance Asnta. F- 
84220 SL-Dfettar ThU *33 
490660763. F*xj49Q64123S- 



H 1 

WE Kj3di 


SH0R17L0NG TBM RBfTALS 

Na—y eoroari—128 Stodiln Wl 


THE APARHCKT SERVICE 
Tel 01819441444 
Fax 0181 9448744 


fpaIwdgrEstates| 


1’nijn.i !.i Mcuh&iu i 


IRELAND 


ecuIUHLL Co Cam. 3 bed town I 
newly renovated, ufle, 

CH. fa fly carpeted. ^O^JOO. | 


MAYFAIR FTftaa 2 d*j ba>n H In FOB 
+ »• potato Goad Dtootn omr. 
tSWpwhc CHIMW 
DUKE STREET, ST JAMES NMy 

ratibtbeftn tab pated toflt HRsn 
CdWpa 


00353 049 S2619 after i 


DUE 8T1BT. ST JAMES 1 b(f W h 
I •*»* h Wot* beta Rfum. 
|£J7S pm. 


PORTUGAL 


[ptELSEA I teta f s ftft 1 marc pwafl 
| ft ML Ckaa ta U9 Rod b dope L 
— rate Cmtatttetatet t325pe 


AUMKVE vale do Lobo. Oedbus 
do Lago ft nmudiafi . Vila ' 
Sol and Carvoebo Gone, Isn^ j 


MLimCE ESTATES 
Thai 


vfllaa ft apartraeate new 


London SW1138Z 
TelS171 STB 7771 


Prime 
01628 778841 


h o my to 


LONDON RENT ALS 


• i 

• = -Vi 


GMmKK. 


flat, 


unfotrt 2J3 bed 
Eireeter. own 


0281 7486008. 


CRY Owtta Lem Ifl* «4W 2 tod 2 
bthWPto »Tato £360-6420 
a Low i 


yT fltv Low 0171 488 MB 


OOaO/WBS Los Ige 2 bd 2 bth 
car Vtow near £260 
ttoTcHy tew 0171 488 I4S8 


HMHPSTEftD WHOM MMli 
tmnt 6 Md tmaa, 3 rocs, Z 

batta, iftMtav, tow ra fui b 



UQLUUDPK TlmLflxm 1 dhltod 





HOUAHHT PS 2 dM tod Bonm.2 
" large recapkh/ 
PW.0173 2212462 


I I 


■ones tn to* tee a M 2 ran 
^ETsT Tube 8460- £660 pw 
gwnta PIT! 688 1468 




T 


bMutfaUy m oas urad ft_ 

with atttkxoaa- Spoe. let fb flat. 

Vtew over comanwal gantena- 


eggo per TptQ171 373 


MMDA VAULnstee 8 tod2M 
PF BOWS toe gga Nr Tuba £S3S r 


ft." 

A-* 7.1 


pw qrr Lots 


Tit 


1 488 1468 


■UABU ARCH 8 mtaae YJnx lga 3. 

bed2 tata 

Know gge Nr Toto £560 pw 
mitt 0171 488 1488 


l”. 

- 4 •* 


Ctev Low 1 


t’.J U‘- ■ ' . 


IHAB8LE ARCH HYDG PK. 1/E bed 
am, tora/ttoL LongShorr lets. 
Pta £300 pw. 0171 724 9919 


MAYFAK Plod a tenfeWaotag 
top (£th) Ox flat, with lift, por¬ 
ter, balcony, dH b a tata roe. 

buhxm, ktetonette. FnDy torn.' 
*Tail bn mad £330 one 
0171 730 1668 Cap- 


UK* ; 
r 1 --’ 7 

u.-.- ?- 


dk 


■aV'v'7 

s^r:-" 


>.• .1 


M OTT MO ml tody rafnrto toft 
3 tods, S. racing v. won gda. 
laBoSr. 0171221 3863. 


rr- -7 
irr-*-' 


nomw mi Bright imi-bad. 

-i-m fora flat. Comm gar- 
p3QO pw 0171 221 2461 


d £*• .■ 

L' - 


pwu n c teE mi nwi. jmeten 
US goflm rate 3A 
^gQ30pwT0171 722 4593.- 


ST JAMerS, SW1 - 3 totatn a X, 
neap, tetanAhowo Under ^ 
malta roota ptog avail Le as e 

foe eate. Offers invited. D a ni el 

tajftMyi 9306641 KeftlMA 


l.l* 


1 

'- --i . 

I i . 
.1 ' 


I r. 


T’: 


ST JANES PK 5 min Ins 
2 Mb PP pkg Nr Tube EXX 
gry Lets Int 0171 488 1 


2bd 


ST KATHft DK S sdn lax tee 2 tod 
2 Mb EF sec pkg 1ft tube £330 
i 0171 41 


- •• ' 1 i 

• i 1 


Jj--.tr 


\i-‘ 




L -■ 


SWISS COTTAflB 2 intebc dbl tod 
Cat. Spec tec new dec ldt w/s>U. 
ipT —ff*— r fttrn. £330 pw 
imetoaL 0181 963 8911 r . 


WANDSWORTH COMM 

gala Triangle Inip e u 2 


3i r -" r 

u>'"' 


pine fla. 
ten £300 


0181 947 fll4W70 856989 


W2 1 dhte bd fan flat soft prof 
penenAooopte. C omm ^rd e n s 
Nr PmbUng t o n / L a nca s tar Gste. 


£260 no. TabOI71 434 3747 


VT1 PORTLAND PLACE Pnzn spaa 
lacftdin. 2 tod. 2 bath i 
flL £560pw. 0171 


m 



KMGHTSBIUDGE 

The SnariBRAdften to London. 


to let E 


uncy rjracfiL r 
JriUrtotfaedttttoogtoart, drihkripi 
borne far dn dbatoftada*. 1 mta 
writ id Hroo*. My fatatad. 
RmfliMfcrUltohibB, 
(800 fcr 1 baftm, mod nnfaa 




ftm at Don* a uen k 

> ma ■ 


COUNTRY RENTALS 


TW NATIONAL TRUST To Let, 
Sbropeblre. substantial jut of 


fttoporii, 4 main ncapflm 

foe Details sand targe 
to National Trust, 

s™ 4TP-C^ SW **” Y 


SAM 


cr«* 

t'irr-; 




rr;;' 

;r.r: 

re- 

r: 


u:: 

ir:T:lV 


WEST SUSSEX 


CJoae lu Qdcbesier A Ooodnood. 
□ntnad Boor aelfcoaotned 
apanmen in betadfid edanay 

bouse. Tenace & small pcreaie 
6»nton witb views todcrats. we 
of Amber 4 acres. 2 beds, 
agnifacenf drawing room, diokm 
room, ktoehen. Unniiabie fcr 
EbadntUUOOpcm. 

TeL 01730815180 




SPAIN 


TIMESHARE UK 


COSTA DSL SOL 


to ! 


front pru pe nte a, now ft | 
rnale. Ateo CBbna ft Toner 
ft Overseas aff lee a Priaa 
Property int. 01628 77B841 


WELSH TIMESHARE from £595 

END OF PROJECT SAVE fflQQOa 


MARBELLA 
OLD TOWN 


CharamiE and immaculate 3 
bed, 2 bath duplex in new build 
4 unit scheme. Roof terrace. 
Close Orange Square. Peas 
. 16.500.000. 

Rtag Corofa between 
Mto flJfn Moo-Frl 


0171 55*5926 or 
Dari Garda 
evcnfaigs after 6pm 

003452886429. 


_ _ »SotanumNl_. 

*ississe. wma *-’--’ 

ana Otvi«ij (pnnsnad Com Qumvi to a unto** k»ai__ 

******* 


Brecon BaKtm. 

Cwn Cfrwftu Uarefaq Fnr Bum. VMb. Powys. 


• i • 

’ i 


. - 1 


SOUTH AFRICA 


COUNTRY 

PROPERTY 


SELLING YOUR PROPERTY? 
SAVE OVER £217!!! 

By advertising your home in The Tunes 
Property Supple ment on Wednesday 12th Man*. 

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT WILL AfPEAR IN A DISPLAY BOX. 
Gtoiaf yoe to npporteiMy to taent* yon borne fatty 
(Tte wax (toe at this bnt r. 

FOR ONLY £ 140 including VAT. 
TOTAKEADVANTAGE OF THIS SPECIAL OFFER: 
CALL. BEFORE I0J0AM ON MONDAY I0TH MARCH 

0171 481 4000 



I ! 

! i 


buy a second 
the LTK until 


SEE US ftT OLYMPIA 


HOMEBUYER! 


South 


m 

% 


7Uv8thi 


Phone John Fisk 
Estate Agents 
(UK representative) 

on 01268 758966 




SUSSEX 


O mUeel Wear 
A dellqfttftil period 
boon aet In 65 acraa of 
ff d obd fl . Wealth of. Umbering, 
toqlo o ok fireplaces, etamlaa 
g er deaa. Peadack raeUlUoa, 
aand aebooL 14 uabtea 
075.000. Contact CA Town ft 
Croimt. Tel <529031 744342. 


EASTBOURNE 


ki prasbooug P/B btock. a 
pdsam 5m floor flat, j 


vtows. from and rear of l_ 

and Susmi Donns. 3 beck, 2 
both(l on sufte). 23ft mp. 
Endow sun balcony. Modem 
Wfchaa garage, tots, porterell 
M|). MnwesgoflOWj. stMkxi 
4 town. 999yr lease, store 
F/H. £185,000. 
Tefc8t32373Z555 








Premier Golf fir I 

tt‘irh irunninf’ Uiru; Rcso »* 


pur -rj course h, the wa" **** S P fet ^ttLxr 

Hntted pnot Com ply Pj lt1 f Urti * Chamni**. 


css Centre *"*• 

* 4 Ovvncnlijp o Dlinn f <S- &xk 

- Cloir V.lL.Jf r 0n ' « 3 -»0 * 

Luaury V.ILo, with p^f J* n M?*? '° m “9.500 * 

ktv Is r°"' ,w ‘ 

^21^estern 






i52p/; 






? ty 



HA-MPSHiRE 

L . , ‘Ul7]^ 4 — 


v ’sn.-.- **' "i 
,h "k.o-'V ‘ 






B Ua * h *!d 
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A house with a strange mix of ancient and modem architectural styles that looks down on its own private beach 


Postcard 
views from 
the edge 


T he village of Ballinskeilig 

in County Kerry is chang¬ 
ing fast. Along die pot- 
holed lanes, derelict 
fishermen’s cottages sit next to 
renovated farms, rickety bars be¬ 
side squires' retreats. 

As we crawled up the drive, the 
view of the house, with its spikey 
roof and glassy add-ons. sank my 
Balfykissangel-mduced preconcep¬ 
tions. The architecture is redolent 
of the new "Guinness-shire", where 
stone is mixed with chrome and 
potato chips give way to micro¬ 
chips. Booiakeel House is a hybrid 
of flashy rock-star pad. traditional 
working farmhouse and modem 
Scandinavian chalet. 

The location makes up for any 
architectural indiscretions. It is a 
house on the edge. The wind blows 
down the chimneys and pogos an 
the slates, bringing with it The 
harshness of the rugged coastline 
and the warmth of the Gulf Stream. 
In the vast gardens, the elements 
provide ample tonic to revive you 
after a night in the local bar. 

The original part of the house is 
300-400 years old. The rest has 
evolved over the years, a project 
devised and completed by the 
current owner. This makes for an 
illogical layout. Cosy winter rooms 
with roaring peat fires adjoin- 
lighter spaces with picture win¬ 
dows. In the winter dining room 
and morning room, die original 
timbers and heavy stone lull you to 
sleep, promising dreams of tinkers 
and little folk. In the kitchen, 
modem handmade fittings sit next 
to an antique butcher's block. 

At the front of the house in the 
reception-area-cum-sitti ng-roam 
there is a hearty inglenook fire¬ 
place. perfect for roasting chest¬ 
nuts. although it sits uncomfort¬ 
ably in a room with light wood 
floors and stairs. A carved bar in 
the comer with comfy swivel stools 
creates the ambience of an Ameri¬ 
can theme bar. 

Off the hall, a fine study with 
intricately carved bookshelves, a 
pretty slate fireplace and coastline 




Booiakeel House in BaUlnskellig on the coast of County Kerry is a hybrid of flashy rock-star pad, traditional working farmhouse and modern Scandinavian chalet Off the hail is a study (left) with carved 
bookshelves and a slate fireplace. At the front of the house in the reception-area-cum-sitting-room (below left) there is an inglenook fireplace and a staircase of original 300-400 year old timbers (below right) 

DPS 


views ensure that you while away 
the day. At the back of the house, 
the summer dining room is light 
with the warmth and trappings of a 
botanical hot-house, with glass 
roof, understocked aquarium and 
jungle of plants. 

S taring down from over the 
glass-topped dining table is 
a mural, commissioned 
more than ten years ago, 
depicting the current owner and 
local characters, stroking dogs and 
smoking flavoured tobacco. It is not 
a masterpiece of stroke-work, but 
after a night at Booiakeel I grew to ■ 
like it. confident that it depicts the 
owner's famous hospitality. 

There are six bedrooms upstairs. 
The master bedroom, with its own 
dressing room, is bright and airy 
with the dean sheen of a Habitat 
catalogue. The en suite bathroom is 
a vision in peach marble with steps 
up to a large sunken bath and 
views out to sea. 

A harrow staircase leads you 
from the first floor to the confines of 
a glass lookout. Small, square and 
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HOUSE OF THE WEEK 


•Asking price: £1.2 million •Shopping: Fresh sea-food. 
- lobsters, sea bass, salmon; Cork for city fancies | 

village art shop for arts and crafts • Entertain ment J 
Salmon fishing, birdwafching, boating in the MMH 
bay, swimming off the beach, shooting in HHEkV' 
season, drinking, recovering •Travel: 

Regular flights to Cork and 

Shannon.The train service was 

uprailed in the 1950s, ^ jf ' - 

so a car is a necessity ' 

unless you liv e ;\A J 

like a monk 


perfectly positioned, it is a place to 
paint, bird watch and check up on 
your neighbours. It is so quiet it is 
difficult to remember that before 
the potato famine Ballinskellig was 
a village bursting at the seams. 
This was much to the distress of the 


local monks, who fled to die nearby 
Skellig Islands to escape the idle 
diitter-chat of mainland gossip- 
mongers. 

The 100 acres of cultivated gar¬ 
dens surrounding Booiakeel are a 
tribute to the current owner's 


ambition. He and his wife have 
planted more than half a million 
plants and shrubs since they moved 
here 25 years ago. She is a world- 
class potato expert, who is writing a 
definitive spud anthology. Many 
varieties of the starchy fruits of her 



labours are to be found in the 
expansive vegetable gardens. 

Closer to die house, pines and 
spruces provide a wind-break 
around the ten acres of tropical 
gardens which boast many species 
of exotica. In what must have 


amounted to a huge earth-moving 
operation, large ponds have been 
ingeniously created between beds 
of shrubs, lines of trees and walls of 
hydrangeas. 

The hidden treasure of Booiakeel 
is the private beach below the rocky 
edge. Imagine novelty smugglers, 
stripy T-shirts and well-stocked 
Treasure chests. This is Enid Blyton 
country: "The Adventures of 
Booiakeel Bay". There are enough 
nooks and crannies, hidden caves, 
banshee-like sound-effects and 
skinny dipping possibilities to keep 
George, Timmy et al busy for die 
hols. 

In the summer this is the obvious 
place to -entertain. Set. up a 
barbeque and serve up sand- 
flecked lobster and sea bass kebabs. 
Stomp over the sand, make life- 
changing decisions, then watch 
them dissolve into a tall glass of 
Murphys down the road at Patsy’s 
Place. 

Alex O’Connell 

• Agent: Knight Frank, 

0171-639 Sm. 



JOHN D WOOD & CO. 


London and Country Estate Agents . 


Established 1872 







WILTSHIRE - Coreham Bath Smiles Price Guide: £650,000 
A fine Grade 11* 17th century house with lovely grounds and stone outbuildings- 8 beds, 4 baths, 
shower rm. 5 recepw, 2 kits, attic rms. saddle rm. Dovecot, 2 bed cottage, outbuildings mcL 10 
stables & garage, walled garden, formal gardens, paddocks. About Zb ha (6.4 acres). 
CHRISTOPHER BLOUNT & CO: 01666 825725 JOHN D WOOD «s CO. 01285 642244 



26 CUKZON STREET, LONDON W1Y SLD 
0171-493 4106 FAX: 0171-629 6071 


LETTINGS AND MANAGEMENT 
To let your house or flab Central London 0171*491 4311 
North London 0171-722 3336 Wimbledon & Surrey 0181-946 9447 
South of the M4 01256 398004 North of the M4 01865 311522 


REGENT ON THE RIVER, SW6 Lease to 2984 £350,000 
On Ihe third flour of this prestigious riverside development, a wonderfully light flat 
with uninterrupted river view* 3 beds, 2 balhs, shower tm, reception, kitchen, balcony. Eft, 
underground parking '.pace, communal gardens, membership of the Harbour Chib. 
FULHAM: 0171-731 4223 
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Three fantasies of 
a manor reborn 


After John Glimmer's call for new 


country houses, we asked three 


architects to design a dream manor 

T he Environment Secretary's decision to encourage 
a new generation of stately homes to "enhance" 
our countryside came as a welcome surprise to the 
country’s growing number of millionaires. John Glim¬ 
mer intends to relax planning rules which have made it 
almost impossible to get local authority planning 
permission for new country houses. 

“An isolated new house in the countryside may 
exceptionally be justified if it is dearly of die highest 
quality." Mr Gummer says in new planning guidance to 
local authority planners, published on Februaiy 19. 

It will be up to local councillors to decide whether to 
grant planning permission for the mansions, which 
would have to be of “truly outstanding" design. But Mr 
Gummer is making sure there will be no blots on the 
landscape: he will have the final say. 

The Times asked three architects what they could offer, 
given a free hand to design a new stately home. The place 
we suggested for our fantasy is the 1,400-acre Estcourt 
Park estate, near Tetbuiy, Gloucestershire, which has a 
drive of sweet chestnuts that leads nowhere, the 
handsome Cotswold mansion it once served having 
gone. But there is outline planning permission for a new 
manor on the old site. Our architects came up with three 
quite different manor houses. 

Christine Webb 



The ground-floor plan of Robert Adam's Italianate manor 



YVLUVGE HOUSES ^ ^ 



KENT: Wingham Court. Wingham. Grade H* listed village house 
in a 1.7 acre wailed garden with a range erf period outbuildings. 
Six bedrooms, three bathrooms (two en-sulte). four reception 
rooms, 3tudy, kitchen, domestic offices and two cellars. 
Self-contained one-bedroom annexe. About £350,000 
(Strutt & Parker, 01227 451123). 



GLOUCESTERSHIRE: Holly Cottage, Rectory Lane, 
Bourton-on-ihe-HiU, near Moreton-in-thfrMarah. Grade II listed 
17th-century detached village cottage in a pretty garden. Four 
bedrooms, balhrocm. sitting room, dining room, krtchen/bnaakfes, 
room with Aga, utility room and cloakroom. Stone bam/garaging. 

About £248,000 (Hamptons. 01386 852205). 



HEREFORDSHIRE: Hawkesbury, Khnboltan, Leominster. 
Refurbished 18th-century house in a third-of-an-acre garden, on 
the edge of a village. Four bedrooms, dressing room, two 
bathrooms, three reception rooms, kitchen/breakfast room and 
cloakroom. Outbuildings and garage. About £190.000 
fKr.icht Frank, 01432 273087). 

CHERYL TAYLOR 



THE ARCHITECT Border 
Oak, of Hereford, is best 
known for its romantic oak¬ 
framed houses using medieval 
construction techniques. So 
John Greene, its managing 
director, says his fantasy “em¬ 
bodies all that's good about an 
English manor house. 

“In our fantasy building 
well demonstrate that oak can 
be used for fine structures. 
After all. oak is the only 
building material that hard¬ 
ens and improves with age; 
everything else deteriorates 
from the day you use it. 

“Only best English oak will 
be used, so we’ll need about 95 
trees, which will be cut from 
the estate — replanting twice 
as many. The smaller 
branches would make wartle- 
and-daub panels. Clay from 
the estate would be fired to 
make bricks, and the hole left 
by the clay workings would be 
filled with water to form a 


lake. Windows would be dou¬ 
ble-glazed. with hand-made 
glass set in leaded panes, so 
that the windows wfil sparkle 
like a many-faceted diamond 
Windows are like the eyes of a 
building: they're what gives a 
house its soul. 

“It will be an honest house, 
more like the village squire 
than the landed gentry." 

Mr Green described the 
interior "There's a massive 
baronial hall which goes up to 
the roof, with a gallery and an 
in glen ook fireplace. The li¬ 
brary is panelled, and there’s a 
billiards room and a trophy 
room, a wine cellar and a den. 

“TTie cloister, off the west 
wing, leads to a folly, where 
you can open a door to a spiral 
staircase concealed in the cen¬ 
tral core. This takes you to the 
top of a hexagonal folly, and 
there you can compose son¬ 
nets or love stories while 
admiring the view." 


The glass-faced cupola forms the roof of a double-height central hall, allowing in light 


CLASSICAL 


ROBERT ADAM specialises 
in the classical style favoured 
by designers of grand houses 
in the Cotswolds. Because he 
has worked on projects for the 
Prince of Wales, whose 
Highgrove House estate bor¬ 
ders Estcourt Park, he seemed 
a particularly apt choice to 
cany out our brief. 

Of our three fantasies, his is 
the most likely to coincide with 
the wishes of Cotswold plan¬ 
ners, who usually expect de¬ 
signs lo fit in with the local 
character of the area. Yet. 
while his design might look 
conventional, there is more to 
it than meets the eye. 

The building has a central, 
glass-faced rotunda which 
forms the roof of a double¬ 
height central hall, allowing 
tight through to the heart of 
the building. 

’ “The fun thing about it is 
that you're taking the type of 
design that was built by 
Palladio, an. Italianate build¬ 
ing type, and giving it a Greek 
twist," says Mr Adam, of 
Upper High Street, Winches¬ 
ter. Hampshire. “It shows 
how flexible the classical vo¬ 
cabulary’ can be. For example, 
the Greeks didn’t use arches 
but I've used them on the 


windows and it somehow 
makes the building look more 
friendly. There are urns in 
wall niches, which are very 
Greek, and the cupola on the 
rotunda is Greek-inspired as 
welL 

“At 4.000 square feet, the 
house is very usable and 
pleasant One corner has a 
sitting room, breakfast room 
and pantry, with a dumb 
waiter to the kitchens. Above 
that is a bedroom suite that 
opens on to the balcony. 

“Access to nearly all the 
rooms is off the central hall, so 
there are no corridors, and 
each room has a view of the 
landscape. There is a base¬ 
ment for the kitchens, and a 
separate garaging and staff 
living quarters. 

“The whole building can be 
scaled up or down in size, 
because it is square, and a 
principle of classical design is 
that it is based on proportions 
relative to each other. 

“Small buildings can be | 
given scale by introducing 
full-height columns. This 
building is 40ft high. The ! 
principal rooms have ISfi-ltigh 
ceilings, but if the building 
was two-thirds this size it 
would still look the same." 


THE PARTNERSHIP Baker 


Brown McKay of Lewes, East 
Sussex, won the House of the 


Future competition in 1993 
organised by the Royal Insti¬ 
tution of British Architects. Its 


winning design was built ax 
the 1994 Future World Exhibi 


tion at Milton Keynes, Buck 
inghamshire. The partners 
now lecture on sustainable 


design at the University of 
Brighton. Sussex, so their 
imaginative house is futuristic 
and gives environmental con¬ 
siderations priority. 

“Whoever owns this house 
will be wealthy enough to 
have a collection of art and 


antiquities, and will open up 
the galleries to the public." 
Duncan Baker-Brown says. 
“Landscape will be important 
to this person, who will plant 
the whole area with native 
trees to recreate the landscape 
as it used to be, though there 
would be a clearing for the 
house, which would be set in a 
natural dip. 

“The northern, copper walls 
of the new manor will stretch 
like a curtain between the 
grass banks. Once inside you 
can pass through various lay¬ 
ers dedicated to culture, na¬ 
ture, fun and recreation, 
including a virtual reality area 
where people ‘travel the 
world’, until you finally arrive 



This house has green technology and processes its own electricity, sewage and water 


FUTURISTIC 


in the private hub of the house, 
away from prying eyes. 

“To one side of the kitchen 
are gardens supplying year- 
round organic produce. The 
main, formal gardens are on 
the roof of the house. 

"Although the building is 
14,000 square feet it has the 
latest green technology and is 
a zero energy house — it will 
not he connected to mains 


electricity, because it creates 
its own power using photo¬ 
voltaic panels; it processes its 
own sewage and collects and 
processes its own water. 

"The dining room has a 
glass skylight to provide natu¬ 
ral light, and there is a winter 
garden on the roof for year- 
round relaxation, plus a swim¬ 
ming pool. 

“Because it is such a long 


Pine lovers’ 
strip show 

Cheryl Taylor on how to sand and 
varnish a pine floor the easy way 

O ne of the least expen- essential, because sandin 
rive ways to transform your bare feet will du mor 
an ordinary looking than polish your toenails. 


DENZ1L McNEELANCE 


building it needs ventilation, 
which is provided naruraliy by 
the tower, which has- a glass 
roof and acts as a solar 
chimney, drawing air out 

“Gardens demonstrate the 
ideas behind permaculture 
and forest gardening. 

"Like a traditional country 
house, there are entertaining 
areas — we're not turning our 
backs on the fact that a 
country house is for inviting 
people to house parties, and 
for impressing people." 


PROPERTY NEWS 

















O ne of the least expen¬ 
sive ways to transform 
an ordinary looking 
room is to expose a bit of wood. 
If you have pine lurking 
beneath layers of paint, or 
hidden under a shag-pile car¬ 
pet. try uncovering iL 
A quick burst of stripping 
and dipping will not only turn 
heads but also add value to 
your home. If you think It 
sounds like hard work, you 
may have been listening to die¬ 
hard pine enthusiasts who 
maintain there is no substitute 
for hand-stripping. 

Those of us 'with better 
things to do simply nip down 
to the nearest tool hire shop for 
floor-sanding equipment. 
Armed with this formidable 
mechanical power, and a tin of 
"antique pine" coloured var¬ 
nish, we can achieve a similar 
“real beauty" effect in a matter 
or hours. 

Although this is the lazy 
way, operating a sanding 
machine does require some 
strength. The floor sander. 
which looks like a cross be¬ 
tween a lawn mower and a 
vacuum cleaner, has a tenden¬ 
cy to run away with you. An 
electricity circuit . breaker 
should be used in case you run 
over the cable. Stout shoes are 


essential, because sanding 
your bare feet will du more 
than polish your toenails. 

• Before starting on a floor, 
make sure that all the nail or 
screw heads are hammered 
below the surface of the wocxJ. 
otherwise you will end up 
tearing the sanding sheets. 

Floorboards are sanded first 
with a coarse sanding sheet 
and then with finer' sheets 
until the required finish is 
obtained. A small, hand-held 
edging machine is then used to 
sand up to the skirting boards. 
A bit of elbow grease and 
conventional sandpaper are 
needed to get into the comers. 

Finally, the floor surface 
should be dust-free and dean 
and dry before varnishing. 

Many tool hire shojK pro¬ 
vide a package, comprising a 
floor sander and edger for 
about £30 to £40 for 24 hours 
— long enough to sand the 
average room. The charge for 
an additional day’s hire is 
about £10 to £15. Ln addition, 
you will have to buy sanding 
sheets, which cost about £20 
for an average room. 

Widely spaced floorboards 
pose a few problems — unless 
you don’t mind the wind 
bowling through the gaps. 
You could ahvays throw a rug 
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CherylTaylor's sonJoseph. gets down to work on the newly stripped and varnished flo^T 


over them on chilly days, or 
buy some filler to stop the 
gaps. Mast D1Y stores sell 
rubs of plastic wood, neutral or 
pine-tinted, costing about Em 
for a quarter of a litre, which 
can be pushed into the spaces 
hetweeii the stripped boards 
using a flexible knife. 

If the gap* arc extensive, it is 
l ikely lo be a long, messy job — 
and an expensive one. The end 
result may nut be satisfactory 
— floorboards move as you 


walk on them and flic filler 
may fall out. 

The hest solution is to lift the 
floorbuiiniv and move them 
closer together, adding an 
extra buard to fill in the spaa* 
left at the edge. 

Pine-stripping by dipping, 
which can transform interna! 
doors, cupboards, tables and 
chests, is inexpensive hut a job 
best left to the specialists. 
Filling your bath with caustic 
soda is nut recommended. 


especially when it costs as linle 
as £12 to £15 to have a standard 
diMr dipped professionally. 
Pine enthusiasts, of course 
will complete the job and strip 
jhe dour frames by hand. 
Those of us who have tried 
this scraping away nighi afrer 
nigh! using industrial 
n . f Pint stripper. 
EST l ‘ a,v « ‘be frames 
,h cy are. You can. 

1 1! ' mv ,un 111 u eh of u 

good ihmg. 


■ HOUSE prices are ! 
cent higher than this tir 
year, according to h 
wide. Amanda Loose 
Rises have been fuellei 
lack of supply, with ; 
crease of only 0.7 per ce 
month. Nationwide r 
that the average cost 
house is now E55.62I — 
more than in February 

■ WETHER BY Stud 
Wctherby Place. South 
smgton, London is fors: 
£350.000. It has been he 
actor Christopher Reev 
Tony Hicks, a former 
wr of the Kinks, 
unmodernised studio 
dudes 20 sq ft of space, 
vaulted ceiling and gj 
krtchen, bedroom and 
room. Contact Dousl 
Gordon. 0171-225 177S 

■ ARABLE land prices 
eastern counties of Brit 
fmm Lincolnshire to Esj 
rose by 20 per cent last 
reports Strutt & Parker 

average price of land ava 

I ?^ acam Possession r 
tz.b75 per acre, with de, 
expected to remain high. 

■ DEMAND continue 

outstrip supply j n the r 
wntral London market, 
me agent Aylesford 
m , a . ny of last year's .succt 

nnding ton™ 

as toey con 
wuh the increasing numk 
international buyers. Pr 
Pnced about E600,(XH 
time Iasi year are now e 

ZJtTr El mi »ion 

hull, to offer the annual ii 
w «ahHy overseas bi 
this summer. 
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If you Sail on a Sunday, 

Marinade on a Monday, Tango on a Tuesday, 
Wine taste on a Wednesday, 

Tee-off on a Thursday, Fence on a Friday... 



■ t telephone feature The Urns has always been the best place u> meet other 

Rcadezvotu has v.^^p^ccyour profcssronal people, and our new telephone feature 

which is FREE for cor ^ rf£B.25pertoe makes il raster «d more effective than ever before. You'll 

personal ad in Reod *f vous 'V £ .. 75) «*, W UI receive still receive postal replies, but now youll also hive many 
^aboxmimberduipo l ‘‘'^* J ^ ^ VO ice more quality responses from our easy toux, coafidcniial 

voice messaging system. 

PEOPLE JUST LIKE YOU HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER! 
“so DON’T MISS OUT-PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


Our members enme from all 
walks of life and from all over 
the country - we're sure to 
know someone who could 
be right for you. 

For Frfk DF.TAII-S with 
No OBI igation WRITF. To: 

23 Abingdon Rd 
London W8 6AL or Call 

(01869) 324 100 

l-jt I9t+ JWI mrmhr hap'/fnmiimSnjiksaM 
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RBHVATIONS 


Creating the passport to 
the ultimate relationship 


All interview 
conducted personally 

Tel: 0121428 3929 
Fax: 0121428 3934 

Cheltenham Office 
• Tel: 01242 2S4S11 
London (5 Natlomidr 


Call 0171 680 6868 


SPKCIAI OFFER! 


_ 1 2 consecutive Saturdays yon wiD 

U.tn U4 . AH' Bm No. du*. of f II.7S. 

7 ^i30%Discount For 2 Weeks Advertising.' 
n , „ rt ^ M . j. Sy M. Gt«- WI «>««■** 0171 ^ 


* EXECUTIVE at 




Personal introductions • Social events 

hnpdlw^.execi]^e(M>^cc^exac 


0171 499 8833 


I Y/cekoaljQ 2 Weeks □ r 


I«AWE:... 

A#**?*. ; ; I^PDE:VLZ1. .TCLtDAYJ.- 

• A <£es?o . 

iSvTa«r ... ssGnmm ._ ■_ 


lwrttenoah*-nf«< 


QadiJW Adnrtiuti 


•or warding tad ks 4 u: 

Bn 4HI VbibJaStrKt. London El 1CL 


frMidj y Stj dmmt . 


T-n■gasses**'..-*-*^ 


I wlWa>T““^"W B, K C-!fv V««A. Ir wp. «<y 



DUET 


Personal Introductions 
from a truly individual 
bureau, building on ft 
years tif success bt the 
Saak East 
For an informal 
discussion 
please corona 

Jenny Jacomb 
01342317081 


I’M 

CHRIS 



I utadlDMorktarmcf U» tepast 
MmducHM agandH In M UX Oir 
■gntos te|l BtUng isk 

Why waft you refund our (an manta any dbar ttnhdlon wvfea 
ta EMptflke BaeufcaCU w*. 

WhyAMjoudxwmtaiWaaialiunbmiilwwniriMlIite’ 
mtwtoraliolne0.iolcoiSclHabclhttMqusnaypndipa4yal 
n«i£«re you Marty IwffTbagaaAiaCUU. 

Why doyou only pmd»M UWJ i*HM*Ma*uai tel ted# 
taroArfoa own 11 taw afebasa dtead on* paaoa In ■ state 
yw?HTMBwUwCUawtiMtDalteMlBMZSinMbaaln 
nv8rtAnw*«tod««mydUltom,8»r««tefl*O0iwinl 
nfuaf «I nv money 

BAyaNyQurrertmttawredininirtpdntfTmEnKudMCU 
itanal NM my mal piHi 

Why do you amici matofcwtl lOOmtae to meet pMdto whan 1ht 
EacuOw CU contain 2$ ndesirai Ban enough? 
l im waComduw to Uta BokuM CUaod l mu ndy mud 
at #» qunBymd tasty a* Aw*munban. I ran hOAMjy us B yon 

nctihaquArtoba*GMfM,lteBMMmniBitobokiB 

laagoa ol ta own and ■» IrmtaHMta in Euq». 

agnad. 

CMs 

070004 BBSS 33 


lAatoss 'SRte Qooir 

Dinner and Dances 
Cocktail Parties 
Personal Introductions 
Herts Essex Suffolk 
Combs Kent 
Ask for Brochure 
CdBfie 01277 352 742 



IS Tkajvr St, Lendae W1M 5U) 

Tel: 0171 935 3115 
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do THE TIMES 
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Does the explosion of chef heroes in Japanese comics mean that a breed of New Man is emerging? 

Comic relief meets nouveau cuisine 


T har Japanese of all ages are 
hooked on comics has nor 
escaped the notice — and 
the sneers — of some West¬ 
erners who would not be seen dead 
carrying something so vulgar. But 
even visitors forewarned about the 
national manga (comic books) ma¬ 
nia can be startled by the sight of 
grown men in trains poring over 
comic strips that drip with bondage, 
rape and mutilation. 

Yei there is a lot more to manga 
than sex and violence. New genres 
of comics are emerging constantly, 
reflecting the new trends and preoc¬ 
cupations of Japanese society. There 
is. for example, an increasingly 
popular variety called the "cuisine 
comic", featuring chefs and gour¬ 
mets as the unlikely heroes. Their 
- goal in life is the pursuit of the 
ultimate in food and cooking, and 
this obsession lands them in some 
weird and wonderful adventures. 

Japanese comics are in a class of 
their own. No other country has 
anything to match their sheer 
diversity, skilful artwork and moun¬ 
tainous sales. The Japanese soak up 
1.2 billion comic books (many as 
thick as telephone directories) each 
year — about 30 per cent of the 
nation's total output of magazines 
and books. 

More than 1.000 titles (the major¬ 
ity appear monthly or weekly) cover 
every imaginable subject, with 
many speciality comics devoted 
solely to dramas centring on golf, 
child-rearing and. most recently, 
oldies in reriremenf — a reflection of 
Japan's rapidly ageing society. 

Manga are devoured by Japanese 
of all age and social groups. Take 
one of those packed commuter 
trains. One passenger, with grey 
sideboards, perhaps on his way to 
work in a bank or government 
ministry, is immersed in sex-packed 
Bonanza. 

Silting alongside him is a spotty 
teenager in blade school uniform 
lapping up the adventures of base¬ 
ball heroes and ingenious school¬ 
boys in Weekly Shonen Jump . the 
bestselling oomic magazine with a 
five million circulation Tread by 
boys from 16 to 60", according to the 
publishers). A slender young 
woman squashed in the comer by 
the door is reading the popular 
twice-monthly comic magazine You, 
a bizarre mix of domestic dramas 
and sex stories all written by 
women. 

“It’s impossible to understand 
modem Japanese society properly 
without studying manga." says 
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Here’s one I prepared earlier cuisine comics have been cashing in on a gourmet boom in Japan with heroes like samurai swordsmen 


Minobu Shiozawa, a writer and 
commentator. "They mirror society 
and the way it changes." 

The mainstays of comics for 
women, for example, have tradition¬ 
ally been European aristocrats, 
sportswomen, homosexual boys and 
bisexual princes: all non-threaten¬ 
ing species. The curiously titled 
Libera! While, for example, is full of 
stories about effeminate male doc¬ 
tors’ love affairs. But recent years 
have seen a boom in women's 
comics about the struggle to carve 
out a career in a male-dominated 
world. Stories about how women 
professionals outwit their male 
rivals in the office are highly 
popular, and this mirrors the trend 
of modem Japanese women to 
forsake the kitchen sink for a career. 

Frederick Schodt, author of The 


World of Japanese 
Comics, maintains that ‘Tl'16 

manga perform a use¬ 
ful social function. Vw- 

“They provide a bril- LA “ 

liant fantasy release in 
a crowded, tightly con- 
trolled society."he says. our < 
“Immersed in a comic DUX k 
book, the average sala- j . 
ried worker is allowed a cHlQ L 
brief escape from every- .. , 

day life where a man is ll Clil 
no more than a cog in a 
vast, wejl-oiled mach- 
ine." However, the great unknown 
is how readers, and especial ly 
teenagers, are influenced by the 
barrage of pornography. After ail, 
some magazines specialise in stories 
about women being tied up and 
tortured, and scenes of rape even 


The comic 
books 
mirror 
our society 
and the way 
it changes’ 


creep into many gener- 
nmir 3 ] interest comics. 

Japan has one of the 
Lo lowest levels of violent 

rv ' 5 crime among indus- 

rnr trialised nations, but it 

is widely acknowledged 

thal ** low ra P e fi 8‘ 

uiciy ures mask a vast num- 

ber of cases that go 
- Wciy unreported. Tokyo’s 

, crowded trains are no- 

IgeS torious for the huge 

number of incidents of 
chikan — the brazen 
molesting of women — which is the 
sort of abuse glorified in many 
popular comic books. 

It is a relief to report that millions 
of men are turning to “cuisine 
comics" for less gory entertainment. 

Japanese men who have never 


buttered a slice of bread are among 
the most ardent fans. The two 
biggest stars of this genre are Shota, 
the sushi-master in the comic series 
Shota's Sushi, and trainee chef 
Ryosuke Kure. die protagonist of 
Wanderer With a Kitchen Knife. 
These oooks are no cissies. They are 
ruthless in their desire to produce 
state-of-the-art fried carp or a spring 
roll of heavenly succulence. They 
wield their fearsome sashimi knives 
with the deadly precision of samurai 
swordsmen, but fortunately only to 
eviscerate a sea-bream or cut a 
puffer fish into slices so thin that you 
can see through them. 

Japanese are fond of such manga, 
which blend fantasy with reality, 
entertainment with education. One 
such is Oishimbo (The Gourmet ). 
which sells up to two million copies. 


Shiro Yamaoka, the central figure, 
is a “food journalist" whose life's 
work is to track down the ultimate 
epicurean sensation- Each issue 
delights the reader with new, delec¬ 
table and sometimes nauseous cre¬ 
ations such as a vividly drawn 
recipe comic on cooking brains fried 
in lemon butter sauce. 

The half-dozen food comics are 
cashing in on the “gourmet boom" 
which has spawned restaurants 
offering everything from Ethiopian 
to Tibetan food. They also reflect a 
revival of pride in Japan's own 
cuisine, which may be increasingly 
popular in Britain and America, but 
is scorned by many younger Japa¬ 
nese in favour of McDonald’s and 
Pizza Hut. However, there is no 
evidence as yet that men are 
emulating the heroic chefs and 
gourmets by venturing into the 
kitchen, regarded strictly as the 
bailiwick of the woman in Japan. 

- ~W~ boil water for pot noodles 

I when I get home because I’m 

I too tired to do anything else.” 

1 says Jiro Ikehashi, a 25-year- 
old laboratory assistant who is still 
single. “Of course I’d like to make 
one of Shire's fantastic meals, but I 
always get back late and would 
never have the time." 

Achieving the sublime meal is 
perhaps the least important element 
of these exploits. The common 
thread is the religious dedication 
with which die protagonists pursue 
their goal. 

The Japanese love affair with 
manga is not all that difficult to 
understand. Comic artists are in a 
class of their own. creating cinemat¬ 
ic effects like zoom shots, varying 
camera angles and fade-ins. One 
peculiarity of the artwork is the size 
of the characters' eyes. Illustrators 
have discovered that big round eyes 
like those of Westerners have the 
greatest appeal to Japanese comic 
book fans. The frames even come 
with a “sound track” of special 
words representing sounds: such as 
“zuruzuru" for noodles being 
slurped, and “shashha” for swish¬ 
ing knives. Comic books have also 
enriched the language with the 
sound of silence — “shun". 

Even people of highbrow tastes, 
who openly dismiss comic books as 
infantile, often get hooked when 
they start flicking through the pages 

— as an elderly professor teaching at 
Tokyo's prestigious Waseda Univer¬ 
sity sheepishly confided to me. 

Robert whymant 


No more help for Humphrey? 
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i. mam 

Hazel An scorn be with Trixie who has an infection 


T here were 17 people with 
sick pets in the waiting 
room when I arrived at 
the Blue Cross Animal Care 
charity one Thursday morn¬ 
ing recently. The notice that 
greeted us said: “Please do not 
ask us where you are in the 
queue. It will not get you seen 
any quicker and it slows us 
down. We are very busy. 
Please be patient." 

Later this month, on March 
19. the Queen will visit the 
centre as its centenary patron. 
The charity needs to raise £2.7 
million in its centenaiy year or 
face closure, something that 
has never happened, not even 
during the blitz. 

The charity' was founded in 
1897 as Our Dumb Friends’ 
League and made an early 
impact as a radical campaign¬ 
ing charity- fighting for better 
conditions for working horses. 
. In 1898 it began campaigning 
against crabs and lobsters 
being boiled alive and it was 
also very active during the 
First World War saving horses 
injured on the battlefields. 

Today, with a staff of about 
50. including 30 nurses and 


Blue Cross, the charity that treats thousands of pets 
annually, faces a cash crisis in its centenary year 


nine vets, the centre behind 
Victoria Station provides care 
for the pets of those too poor to 
afford a vet’s fees (they are 
asked to make a donation), 
and campaigns to improve 
conditions for animals in tran¬ 
sit for slaughter. In 1992 it 
became the first animal char¬ 
ity to employ an animal behav¬ 
iourist to help owners of 
problem pets. 

There have been famous 
visitors to the hospital. Hum¬ 
phrey. the Downing Street cat. 
wandered in, unrecognised, 
and was treated like any other 
stray. He was well on his way 
to being found a loving home 
before somebody recognised 
him as Westminster's top cat 
and returned him. 

Buster, Roy Hatters ley's 
Staffordshire bull terrier, 
proved one of the more diffi¬ 
cult customers on animal 
behaviourist Steve Collis's pri¬ 
vate client list. At the start of 
his treatment, he slipped his 


leash while Mr Hartersley was- 
walking him and dispatched a 
Canada goose in St James's 
Park. Mr Collis is persevering 
with Buster. 

The charity is situated in 
Westminster and its cash cri¬ 
sis is apparent in the condition 
of the building. Paint flakes 
from the walls. Missing ceil¬ 
ing riles expose decrepit wiring 
and bits of ceiling flutter down 
into the operating theatre. 
Masonry above the almoner’s 
office crumbles to the pave¬ 
ment and the sparsely-stocked 
library is used as overflow 
accommodation for pets. 

There are days when the 
centre is so busy you have to 
skirt around animals recover¬ 
ing in the corridors because 
there is no space anywhere 
else. And sometimes animats 
needing non-intrusive surgery 
have to be hundled from the 
operating table on to the floor 
lo make way for the next case. 

Anahel Wilson, the charity's 


full-time fundraiser, gave me 
the guided tour of everything 
the Queen will see. It is not for 
the squeamish and it helps if 
you are a hardened fan of the 
surgeons in M*A*S*H. 


W ith the operating the¬ 
atre so cramped, the 
surgeon barely had 
room to turn around. Ms 
Wilson said: “Like everywhere 
else here we don’t have 
enough space. It's quiet today, 
but sometimes we can have 
one animal being operated on, 
another recovering from an¬ 
aesthetic on the only other 
table in the room and another 
making do with the floor. The 
staff arc too busy to notice how 
bad things are.” 

Room has been made for an 
emergency overflow operating 
theatre by using the board- 
room. “The board now meets 
in the depths of an outbuilding 
underneath our offices." 
Laboratory manager Stuart 


Broad foot showed me creak¬ 
ing equipment which the Blue 
Cross has been using since the 
hospital was last refurbished 
more than 30 years ago — and 
much of this was bought 
second hand from NHS hospi¬ 
tals. “Some of it is practically 
unserviceable." he said. “Parts 
aren’t available anymore. If it 
breaks down — that’s it That 
tissue machine there is 33 
years old and on its last legs. It 
is a vital part of the process of 
analysing biopsies to disoover 
if they are malignant. We need 
a new one but it will cost about 
£ 6 . 000 ." 

Ms Wtison said: “For years, 
everybody has been working 
against time, overcoming 
daunting conditions and 
worn-out equipment. Now 
time is running oul There’s 
going to be no attempt to tart 
things up for the Queen. She is 
aware of our situation and 
that's what she wants to see." 

Jack Cross ley 

• You can send a donation to the 
Blue Cross Animal Charin' at: 
Room StJSC. Shilton Road. 
Rurfnnt. Oxforthhire OX IS-IFF 


A VET WRITES 


( 7=71 We have just acquired a 
[yj beagle called Thumper 
from a rescue home. He's 
settled down very wefl and is 
fairly obedient but pulls very 
hard on the lead. Would a 
choke collar help, or would a 
harness be better? 

@ Beagles are not the 
brightest of dogs and 
Thumper might be very old 
before he starts to realise he is 
strangling himself by pulling 
while on a choke collar and he 
could damage his throat in the 
process. A harness would help 
Thumper to pull more effi¬ 
ciently. Try a Haiti, which is a 

dog-adapted version of the 
halter used for horses and 
cattle for hundreds of years. 
The lead Is attached to the 
Haiti beneath the dog’s chin, 
so every rime he pulls, his 
head has to turn to one. side. 
And he cant pull if his neck is 
bent Many pet shops stock 
them or phone the Company 
of Animals on 01932 566696.... 

(77) Our one-year-old West 
|VI Highland White terrier 
has been lame in her right 
( li jffc leg for two months. The 
vet diagnosed Perthc’s dis¬ 
ease. What is this and what is 
the cause and prospects? 

a pgrthe’s disease is an 
abnormality of the hip. 
Something unknown inter¬ 
feres with the blood supply to 
the head of the femur. It 
becomes malformed and mis¬ 
shapen. The hip doesn't work 
properly, arthritis develops, 
and the dog is lame. There 
seems to be an inherited 
predisposition to this problem. 
Only the smaller breeds of 
dogs are affected. Surgical 
removal of the femoral head is 
the usual long-term remedy. 
In the majority of cases this 
stops the pain and within a 
few weeks the dog can gallop 
about without any difficulty, 
although he may not win a 
lOOyard sprint. 

[7^1 My friend has two bud- 
InM gerigars and one of 
them perches oo one leg. She 
says the vet had diagnosed 
gout. Was he serious? Do 
birds get goat? 

® Yes. usually in the toe 
joints. White parches, 
which are deposits of urate 
crystals, can be seen on the 
bottom of the foot. It’s a 
painful condition and treat¬ 
ment isn’t very effective. The 
bird can be made more com¬ 
fortable by putting a small 
piece of turf on the floor of tire 
cage so he can rest Ills bad foot 
on a soft surface. 

James Allcock 

• Readers should write to: The 
Times Vet. Weekend, The Times, 

/ Pennington St. London El 9A7V. 
Advice is offered without legal 
responsibility. 


ADOPT ME 






Cato needs discipline 

CATO is a tan male mongrel 
who is about IS months old. 
He has had no training and 
has boundless energy, so he 
will need a disciplined and 
active new home, without cats 
or children. 

Contact the Dogs' Home 
Battersea. 4 Battersea Park 
Road. London SW84AA (0171- 
622 .V»26). 
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ANIMALS & ACCESSORIES 




TEL: 0171 680 6861 


ACCESSORIES 


STABLE NAMEPLATES lr CISjOO 
IAS tar bnduc Fonann 
Sim 73 Woodhm Pack BO. 
Addloattnw. Subwt ETIS 3T1. 


ASYSStMAJWS Awmi offer goal- I 
IrrSomb A Btaos. Vaccinated 
GOCF nqblend. T«L OI283 : 
791336 IBBggrtjw 

LOOKING FOR that apodal j 
UltnT Con CBt-tr Loff tar pedl- | 
nrw cara. 01777 248503._ 


MARINE 


STILL WATERS 

The complete Aquarium 

Com pm) 

SALES-RENTALS 
MAINTENANCE 

J 1 hairoiiopotj urrwoe 

Tel/Fax: OI'I 281 &M0 
Mobile: 0956 4137SS 


DOGS 


PETSAFE * 

DOG COLLARS & LEADS,,^ 

Telephone no. embroidered 
onto quality coloured W 

webbing from Ci8 j:; 

NO MORE LOST TAGS, 

FREE catalogue from Green 'fiw 
Farm Trading- 01473 737877 


MEMORIALS 



MSOMALS Cold Can 
« plsquoa V Stone town 
totlala. Tgfc Qiai 94H 3760 


f 'pet Tfiexta'uafo 


Coot! Quality l'nur;i% cd 

Slate & Marble 
With PainU'il Lettering 

01840 213225 



DOGS 


WIRE HAIRS) FOX TEKRURS, 
Airedales. Lfcomcd hreadax. 
Aral) March. 01233 740591. 


NATIONAL 
DOG TATTOO 
REGISTER 

USED A HECONMB1DED 
BYTHETOPBREEDBIS 
AND BY POLICE DOGS 
DESIGNED BY DOG PEOPLE 
FOR AIL DOGS 

Tmooof s Rcpmnce £' 1« 

Farm » '*»• v* *■* 

10% V. rtrmtr 

m=mHM7Sia 


CONSERVATION 


9rfeditrina 

tf&notBpaify for ftnanats 

Mediirina (fiamtHr 

WktU vmaw) bar a rtrxstOt 


Jar ammmtt mo* balmgsoU in 

fro m deb CTwrtn go t . digesive 
upsets and Mammal problems 
vo nthmu. palled tendon! or 
amply ax * Sen aid kx. Muliuku 
llun/mmlft y bn earned a 
l enm aon for qadhy sxt c&a 
euecBrcacSr, rxunftal tot todxjrx 
pet owner. 

Phone at now on 01883 653483 
far juor FREE bcoUet or *ad on 

SAE (AS ri*l to 
Kcdfertoa. FO Bn 55A 
Oderhani. Sami, CK3 7YG. 



Retreat to Skye and help save wfldGfe. 

Bom Fro® Foundation b olfeffrg you the chancefioSay in a 19tti 
Century croft axtaga on tf» Isle of Skye, from ju*t £Z20p*» A 
stay m Mb characters!*: cottage on lha n*3y We will help fund 

ourprajeetto 
ctnawBM 
Eurasian oHat in 
Scodendend 
support ewMto 
hospital on Skye. 
Please contact BTF, 
Dortfca, Swrej 
RHStHATat 
013087134S1. 


BORN! 

FREE! 


FAX: 0171 782 7930 


MISCELLANEOUS 


aomc AWAY? Wo loo* alter 
ha—e. wdem S anlmalx dor- 
lag ah — ne w . Broctnao H h—« ■ 
K—P— UJ 01763 783103. 



Is your Pet Insurance 

over £90? 


Call D6I now 
0800373218 

MnwdmetitBrautrbmi 


AVIARY 









Is how wa found this Ettie donkey foal... : 
along with 20 others who all belonged to ' 
a dealer and were in a terrible state. 

The donkeys were so starved that they 
were eating their own excrement to 
survive. 

The owner has been prosecuted and 
faces a £500 fine and two months in 
prison. 

With your support the donkeys can now 
look forward to a better future. 


The Dvnky SjMiut>. 
iTX-pi RTM i. SiiIiimuiIi. 

Deum EX If) (INI'. 

To donate hj ^ .or pk-j.%c ring «v SOi& s 

Tel.iei3«5»5W222 «** ct-mv**. zmbib 

Enquiry-■ m DrF D. Srenduni. M.B.li 
1 enclose a chequc/postol order For £ 

Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss: _ " _^ J 

Address: 



No matter how scrupulously 
clean your home is, when your cat 
or dog is outdoors it can pick up 
fleas, bugs & mites. When brought 
■ back indoors, on your pet, thee 
parasites can multiply rapidly 
causing sores through your pete 
scratching. 

Given with their food, a course of 
Protect-uxn will safely build uo a 
NATURAL repelling action, 
rendering your pet unattractive to 
these pests.Your pets will be so 
much more happy without this 
seasonal irritation. 

By using Protect-urn regularly, 
your pet will emit a peasant 
human-iike smell, even when wet. 

PHONe ORDERS- 

ACCEPTED MON- PR i 
10AM-4 30PM on TRT 

01582 405012 ~ 

f- 

mn uSSSewh l ^i HOUSE, 

_IWGRAVE I®.. LUTON Ll/3 1RJ ^ 


Repels fleas the 1 
AL way 


mmi 





E 

cuha-.g/S 


« rtBizv my ACCESS/VISA 


□zrem] i 

__I 


l Send ttxMARK & CJ JAPpTiTTZZZ ^-- ~ - 5 —— F 

- 






























) 





WEEKEND ■ SATURDAY MARCH S 1997 


home life - 11 




— not that 1 lon S t0 fall into the embrace of an all-knowing deity: a giant Daddy figure in the sky. But I do envy the serenity of believers’ 


H is name was Bear. In the 
clinical, brightly lit .setting of the 
art gallery, he looked incongru- 
uus-and slightly scary. He was not an 
Abongrne or black or even Australian, 
although he affected to be all three. His 
face was painted to resemble a landscape 
of inky planes with boundary lines of 
white dots. His hair was dotted with 
white day. Whatever else he could not be 
or do - dig upa witdieny grub, lay claim 
to the secrets of of Dreamfime — Bear 
knew how to pfcry his didgeridoo. 

He was sitting harefoox and 

U P » one of the 
Aboriginal paintings on the gallery wall 
and playing his amazing instrument. 
From deep in hts wooden tube. Bear was 
able to summon the sounds of kookabur¬ 
ras. dingos and kangaroos hopping 
through The bush. Sometimes the crea¬ 
ture resisted him. "I wasnt concentrat¬ 
ing hard enough “ he explained. "I didnl 
visualise it properly." 

Our younger son thought Bear was ihe 
business. Our older son was Transfixed. 
In fact all the children who had bam 
dragged around by their parents to see 


It all started with a didgeridoo 


this boring old art sniff on a Saturday 
afternoon found Bear and his cherry- 
wood rubes — hollowed our by termites 
in Australia's red heart — as compelling 
as the children of Hamelin found the 
Pied Piper. 

Most ur rhe adults were os dumbstruck 
as the children. My husband volunteered 
himself for an impromptu "healing 
session ". I could feci my toes curling with 
embarrassment as the crowd gathered to 
witness the spectacle of one grown man, 
lying on the floor, being tickled by 
another grown man with a big stick. My 
husband emerged from the experience 
with a beatific smile on his face, and 1 
tried not to pretend that I didn’t know 
him. 

Cynidsm is only pan uf my problem. 
Like a puriem with a decadent streak. I 
scoff at the very thing that attracts me.! 
am both drawn and repelled by any open 
display of communication with the 


unknown. The rath 
er half-hearted An¬ 
glicanism of my 
upbringing has long 

since lapsed, and 
nothing has yet re- 
placed it. A colleague 
of mine and f used to 
bemoan our Godless 
state. We still phone 
each other from time 
to time and inquire 
after our ‘‘spiritual 
desert”. It's not that 1 
really feel that life is 
arid or that I long ro 
fall into the embrace 
of an ail-sueing, all-knowing deity: a 
giant Paddy figure in the sky. But 1 do 
envy the serenity and certainty of true 

believers. 

In my circle, only one couple has any 
kind of spiritual life — a form of Japanese 


LIFE AND SOUL 



GINNY DOUGARY 


Buddhism which 
they have been fol¬ 
lowing for almost 20 
years, I know no 
Bible readers and the 
churchgoers are mo¬ 
tivated by their de¬ 
sire fo get their 
children into the 
church primary 
school. (Although 
one or two of them 
have said how much 
they now took for¬ 
ward to that oasis of 
calm in a hectic life.) 
Conventional Chris¬ 
tianity — as a deeply held faith — seems 
so rare today that it is almost exotic Even 
politicians — hardly the least cynical of 
people—seem to have turned their backs 
on old-style religion in favour of spiritual 
mentors; the Clintons have Deepak 


Chopra, while Tony Blair has his 
Australian teacher-priest. Peter 
Thomson. 

In recent decades there have been so 
many false gods and gurus — from 
Bhagwan Rajneesh to Werner Erhard to 
fast years fallen messiah, the raw 
Reverend Chris Brain — all competing to 
win die souls and salaries of people who 
are desperate to believe in something, as 
long as it comes in an unorthodox 
package. 

Est. Exegesis, Insight...there was a 
time in the mid-Severnies when you 
couldnT go to a party without meeting 
someone who had forked out 200 quid for 
a weekend of self-discoveiy. Instant 
Enlightenment — as one expose docu¬ 
mentary called it — plus VAT. 

I remember one party (and 1 only 
twigged half-way through) which was 
thrown by Est initiates to work on their 
friends to join the organisation. Several 


What will my 
parents say? 


of our hosts — all attractive, confident 
young men and women — had Firsts 
from Oxford. But tlien brains and 
privilege do not eradicate the need for 
belief — however bogus or misguided a 
form it takes. 

Music or landscape can fill me with a 
sense uf awe which is akin, I am sure, to 
other people's spiritual bliss. The closest 
1 have felt to this state was in an empty 
creek near Alice Springs. The red. 
humming earth and the b laze uf blue sky. 
pretematurally vivid, filled the senses; at 
a deeper level, it was like being pierced 
by an ancient, mysterious energy. 

So when Bar played his didgeridoo,! 
was reminded for a brief moment of that 
sensation of beauty’ and orher- 
worldiness, before my shutters came 
down. In the car home, 1 muttered about 
Bear — “Bear", for goodness sake — and ■ 
all his nonsense about haring to 
"visualise" his animals in order to bring 
them to life. 

“Mum," my oldest son said, in slightly- 
pitying tones, "that's just because you're 
a typical grown-up, and grown-ups have 
forgotten how to have fun." 


ALAH WELLER 


Breaking the news of your sexuality to your parents can 
have devastating consequences, says Judy Goodkin 


B efore Sally Jones 
spoke the words 
guaranteed to sink 
die stoutest parental 
heart — “Sit down mum and 
dad. there’s something I’ve got 
to tell you.. .* — she went up 
to her bedroom and decided 
which of her belongings she 
would take with her when they 
kicked her out. 

She knew the stakes were 
high yet, at 19, after several 
years spent covering her 
tracks, Sally felt unable to 
continue concealing the fact 
that she did not share the same 
sexual identity as her parents. 
"I have always been very dose 
to my mum and dad, that’s 
why I didn’t want there to be 
any no-go areas between us. 
But my friends warned me: 
‘Expect the worst: you might 
lose them.’” 

The news that the child you 
raised in your own image, the 
embodiment of your hopes 
and dreams, aligns themself 
with an alternative sexuality 
can feel like a catastrophe. 
“Don’t tell your father, it will 
kill him" is a typical response 
and. with many parents read¬ 
ing to the revelation as they 
would to a death, the threat of 
rejection is real- But when a 
child does not fulfil the expec¬ 
tations you have set for them, 
do you revise those expecta¬ 
tions or drop the child? 

Last year the London Les¬ 
bian and Gay Switchboard 
received 4.500 “coming out" 
caDs from young gay people 
seeking advice on the right 
way to break the news to their 
families; only a minority of 
cases wall have gone on to 
achieve an unequivocally posi¬ 
tive reception. 

Take Gaby Rolf, now 34, 
who informed her father at 17 
that she was likely to appear 
on the Nine O’clock News 
following heT noisy arrest at a 
gay demonstration outside 
Downing Street earlier that- 
day. His first question was: 
“What were you doing with all 
those sick people?” When she 
replied that she was one, he 
told her to get out and not 
bother coming back. 

With her parents divorced 
and her mother an alcoholic. 
Gaby had nowhere to run. “1 
was desperate, confused, com¬ 
pletely isolated. I didn’t know 
any other gay people and there 


were fewer networks then 
than there are today, so I just 
kept thinking 1 don’t fit in, I’m 
not how I’m supposed to be. 1 
seriously considered suicide 
on more than one occasion. 
But I had a fantasy that if one 
day I had enough money I 
would buy a row of houses 
where young gay people could 
live together safely.” Gaby, 
now a social worker, doubts 
that she wfi] ever see her father 
again. 

Emma Healey, author of 


When I 
finally said 
‘Mum, I’m a 
lesbian’ all she 
could reply was 
‘We’ve grown 
three pounds of 
tomatoes’ 


Lesbian Sex Wars, is a former 
employee of the Albert Kenne¬ 
dy Trust, a lesbian and gay 
charity set up to support 
young people at risk of being 
made homeless because they 
are gay. while working to¬ 
wards family reconciliation 
wherever possible. She be¬ 
lieves that young gay people 
often mistakenly believe-that 
telling their parents will be 
simple. 

"Programmes like East- 
Enders make coming out look 
incredibly easy — it isn’t I was 
a politically active lesbian 
involved in the campaign 
against Section 2S and 1 still 
hadn’t come out to my parents. 
But irs wrong to imagine that 
living in the doset is comfort¬ 
able. The truth is that it feels 
pretty awful having a whole 
side of your life that you can’t 
share. You should be able to 
talk to your family about 
falling in love." 

Elation drove Rachel Arm¬ 
strong to‘rush in unprepared 
and break the news to her 
father. “After a difficult and 
confusing adolescence, I was 
17 and having a really good 
time. It felt as though 1 had 


just discovered a whole new 
side of myself. I was so pleased 
that I even gave a teen 
magazine an interview all 
about being a newly out young 
lesbian. That gave me the 
prompt I needed ro able to say 
‘Dad. in case you’re Thinking 
of buying a copy of Just 
Seventeen, don’t be shocked 
when you find me in it.’" 

Now’ 22, she still laughs at 
her father’s reaction. "Dad 
finds women beautiful, so he 
understood. Besides, he admit¬ 
ted that it would be terribly 
boring for all his children ro 
turn out straight." 

Her mother took.it less well. 
"When 1 finally said ‘Mum, 
I'm a lesbian’ all she could 
reply was ‘We’ve grown three 
pounds of tomatoes and I've 
just weighed the marrows and 
we’ve got such large ones this 
year’. She still avoids the 
subject, but then I don’t know 
whether I would talk to her 
about boyfriends either if 1 
had them." 

Rachel’s stepmother Tara — . 
whose views are shared by 
Rachel's father — believes 
their overriding concern was 
for her happiness. "Goodness 
knows there are enough het¬ 
erosexual relationships that 
are destructive, abusive and 
cruel. When she brought her 
lovers down to meet us we saw 
that she was flowering, and 
that's what matters most. 

“ "W" er father abso- 

1 I lutely adores 

| U women and was 

M M so glad when he 

thought that no hairy, smelly 

man would be gening his 
paws all over his lovely Ra¬ 
chel. We admire her for show¬ 
ing us that she had the 
oourage of her convictions. 
After all. she was not to know 
which way it would go." 

Rachel and Gaby's experi¬ 
ences represent opposite ends 
of the spectrum; the majority 
fall somewhere in between. 
Most, like Sally Jones, will 
have to settle for a compro¬ 
mise. “After the tears sub¬ 
sided, my parents said that, in 
time, they could adjust to the 
fact that I would never marry 
or produce grandchildren on 
condition that 1 did not veil my 
sister until she had finished 
her A levels and that I kept the 
news from my grandmother. 





Gaby Rolf (right) was thrown out of home when she revealed she was a lesbian. Rachel Armstrong (left) received a more sympathetic reaction 


”1 didn't like the idea at first, 
but l knew' my gran w'uuld feel 
extremely ashamed and con¬ 
stantly anxious that her 
friends might find out." 

Ms Healey has seen enough 
bewilderment among parents 
and children to appreciate the 
complexity on hath sides. 
"Kids want a lot from their 
parents and almost demand 
that they see things as they do. 

“Its very easy for a child to 
turn their back and say ’You 
are rejecting me so I’ll reject 
you - . In time, bridges can be 
huilt. hut often young people 
don’t have much time. Child¬ 
ren must accept that their 


parents' views were formed in 
a different generation. 

"My parents couldn’t help 
seeing my sexuality as a recipe 
for a life of unhappiness, 
misery and failure — that’s 
how it was in their day. It is 
often hard for parents to see 
that in fact you can lead a 
rational, sensible, intelligent 
life and be a lesbian." 

• The Albert Kennedy Trust: 
0101-9*3 4050 

• U'ndon Lesbian and Gay 
Switchboard: OI7I-8X77324 

• Parents’ Friend national 
telephone helpline for pa rents 
with lesbian, gay and bisexual 
offspring: Ol 133 674637. 


Ruth Gledhill takes the motorway to the gentler sufferings of the Pilgrim’s Way 

So that’s where our pulpit went 



IN THE loft of the 
tower of this church, 
an aged tambourine is 
stored, for inspection 
by interested visitors. 
This is not some ironic 
epitaph to the happy- 
clappy days of the 
jggOs but a relic from the ISOOs when 
it was used to accompany hymns- 
The tambourine wait out of use when 
the church acquired its barrel organ 
in the last century - and heaven^P 

any vicar iriio attempts to reinfroduce 

it here: the church is mentioned in the 
Domesday Book, and 
mation, the substantial house nort 
door was the country manor of me 

rhe tiny. Norman parish church of 
Trot&e Peter and Barbara 
SSnd. a irsy-cheeked couple 
Sating their ruby wedding anm- 
eft devotedly near the front- 


\J YOUR SERVICE 


it A five-star guideit 

RECTOR: The Rev Christopher Miles 
SERMON: The meaning ot 
suffering- irk irk 
ARCHITECTURE: Early Norman. 
Saxon traces. ★★★★★ 
MUSIC: We, the congregation, were ihe 
choir. ★★★ 

LITURGY: 1662 Book of Common 
Prayer and NIV Bible. *★★★ 
SPIRITUAL HIGH: Even higher than 
the pulpit. ★★★★ 
AFTER-SERVICE CARE: Coffee and 
tea usually served. ★★★ 



members. 
Above us 


. tave us lowered a f°™ictable 

z&sterA'trb 



coronation of George IV and failed to 
re-erea it. reappeared ai Trottiscliffe 

in 1824. j . 

The village stands on rhe Pilgrim s 
Way in Kent, and parishioners are 
being asked to accommodate some of 
the hundreds of pilgrims who will 
take part in the l,400tii celebrations of 
St Augustine’s arrival at Canterbury. 

Our first hymn was a pilgrimage 
hymn, and our opening sentence was 
confessional: “The sacrifices of God 


Westminster's missing pulpit 

are a broken spirit. :i broken ami a 
contrite heart. (.> <ind. ilmu will not 
despise." We txuitcssi-d We ftau* 
strayed like lost sheep ” We •■jog ihe 
Venue and. alter u reading from 
Exodus, sang ihe Bcttctlicuc. omnia 
Opera . an early 2mh-a’imir\ chain. 

The church ismienl luiinn thecure 
of the Rev Chri>li'|'lKT Miles, a 
former engineer. The «hurt’ll ha> its 
own music group .ii"l l -ntnehnw 
found myself forking LL? tor jIO 


hy rhe group — a compilation of 
Graham Kendrick and other modem 
worship songs — to raise funds for a 
new centre for the 15th century 
Addingluli church. 

Although the service was in part a 
celebration of marriage, this was Lent 
and so Mr Miles invited us in his 
sermon to contemplate the meaning 
of suffering. “Sometimes people 
speak of their faith being destroyed by 
tragedy, hy accidental death, by 
severe handicap." he said. "They 
wunder huw a God of love could do 
that to them." This was difficult to 
answer. ".Sometimes such a faith 
needs fo he destroyed in order that a 
true faith can be established," he said. 
But suffering gave the church a focus 
fur mission. “A person who can 
approach suffering in a positive 
frame of mind, knowing God can 
bring good nut of evil, finds it 
character forming," he said. 

Immersed in the language and 
architecture of the past, jr was a 
struggle to return from the narrow, 
rustic lanes uf Trottiscliffe to the 
reality of the A20 and the M2b. I 
drove home, longing for rhe gentler 
sufferings of rhe Pilgrim’s Way. 

• St Peter and St Paul's Church , 
Trottiscliffe. Kent (rJffi&JHZMO). 


Sv . EXCLUSIVE OPERA AND DINING PACKAGE FOR TIMES READERS 



Cosi fan tutte opera plus a FREE meal 
at The Waldorf Meridien - only £89.95 



T he Royal Opera House and The Waldorf 
Meridien are offering Times readers this 
exclusive opera and dining package in 
London's West End. Purchase an Orchestra 
Side Stall ticket for The Royal Opera’s perfor¬ 
mance of Mozart's Cosi fan tutte,' featuring 
costumes from Giorgio Armani’s latest col¬ 
lection. Then receive a complimentary pie/ 
post theatre three-course dinner with coffee 
and a'glass of wine at the five-star Waldorf 
Meridien Hotel. You can order your starter 
and a main course before the show, then 
return after the production to enjoy dessert 
and coffee in the hotel’s famous Palm 
Court Lounge. 

Produced by Jonathan Miller, Cosi fan 
tutte is based on two young soldiers who 
embark on a cruel practical joke on their 
sweethearts in order to test their fiddity. 
Mozart explores both the depth and 
fragility of human emotions in music of 
great sensuous beauty. 

Hie offer is available on 10,12 and 14 
March. 1997. Offer Subject to availability. 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS, CREDIT CARD BOOKINGS AND RESERVATIONS CALL 
THE CONCIERGE DESK AT THE WALDORF MERIDIEN NOW ON 0171-836 2400 
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SHOPAROUND 


GUARANTEED 
MTIE FREE PILLOWS, 
DUVETS & COVERS 

Afleijy Relief PtodnSi Lid, 
Mown Road, Soathampta, S015 3BP. 
Td/Fn 01703 332919. 


SALE PRICE 
|Padded Silk 
fJ'cLch,et& 

Warm And Superb Value 

1 57CT 


GREAT 

VALUE 



1iTjQ©oiuasifl (§®[p©©c 

Supports forvJfeCTKi 

Copper for pain relief Latest 
technology combines pure capper 


£19^931 

Iziormoo^J 


MORIARTI’S 

SOLID PINE 
STORAGE BEDS 


GENUINE RUSSIAN 
MILITARY HATS 


Comprisssatwoptece f 

chromium pteleo steel r 

stem, easfly adjusted to sutt^J 
anybody whatever their size. 

The strong seat b hard wearing *■ 
yd comkxtafcte. It features a 
removable ferrate for use on hard 
surfaces. WBh the seat folded the 


l From cubes to wardrobes plus 
I bookcases,shelves,etc Hone 
or work, versatile & practioaf 
Good value varnished BEECH 
phone formai! order catalogue 
CubeStore0181-99460.1G 24hr 


TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 01716806860 
FAX: 017! 4819313 

IThe snenajygp 

irtstnetgvSgymo «*» 

Ufl hr Desxitcn 

HofneDeifflffes 

Worfchrtte. 






If. 1 


For NEW colour brochure 

PHONE 


riom: 


M9.95 


Plus E2pSp 
-100%aUc. 

r 1 */• VV sandeashed 
I Mf'.Vk loravelwty 
1 fMfc 1 r \ lot* aid 

I fiLAA f«*! 

v 7 Lined end 

\ ' , w/'-v/ w*» 

S padded Zip 

lWKv' Iron! con- 
_ ; sJjfgf cealed until a Rap. 
—^ Knitted colar, cuffs 

rwaMMH and waist band. 
ffHSM Side pockets and 
MeSwMLig inside pocta. 

■UlOM Wans, smart. 

Bold and comfortaUe to wear. 

1 Available ire Stack. Woe. Any, 
Coffin, Plum & Bottle Green. 
Chest Sizes.- S (37-39-), II (40-421- 

I L tf3-45"). XL (46-481. 
24 HOUR ORDER & 
BROCHURE HOTLINE 

0171 274 3387 


HHi 


removabte ferrate for use on hard N 
surfaces. WBh the seat folded the 

OH the 80OCtBd /OinL ThfiSfl covnfortsblc. Cirabk! SIWKJIto BIB nrsrt cti i«4ii .‘.wJiiu^Iaa mofrao ft 

deigned to sdmdatebteod tow-puttering (he tenSnsprecass tends a - 

in case of infray-relax muscles and reBew pan/UjbinJs. hw an Ideal wafldng stick. +p&p£1A5 

Knee Haas BbcwglX45 An«e£1L95 MBtenElM S An UsNta-aloiWoor*i»rteRi««or» 
|w^B«ifc^flte»gBci»aaerSgai/Mtameri^»/xi«8*| 75pp*p and anybody anywhere In need of a Ml 


X01233) 850214J I Meal lor 3fl outdoor 



rartrtt^w»ww 5 SrriWB>uy/iru^ 75pp«p | and anybody anywheratamed of ■ wet 

- STAY SAFE (Dept. RST2), Freepost SG329, Ware. SGI 2 8BR. 

Freepost FREEPHONE 0 soo 163 926 



Jioa tepsA attikrves send from, 

p JWMiW. Sotfuy Nwpjpfn 1 
ten 1915. Ready fa jnsnurkn. 
Same day da pact. 
REMEMBER WHEN 
520 Purtey Way. ES 
Croydoo CRQ4RE GB 


Details: 0171 3063319 

(24Hrs) 


FACTORY SHOP 

SOFAS & SOFA BEDS 

From Factory to you! NO MIDDLEMAN! 


Styled ft nn 
lower backs! 
fron Sonde 
ouby era 
undertake 

UP TO 

50% 

OFF 



THE Erotic Print Society’s 
ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF 

BOTTOMS! 

Far your library’s top shelf - “a rude but civilized 
and highly entertaining portrayal of the posterior 
from every period of art" WARNING: extremely 
expfldU Cost £1 Ql 00. Send for further details to: 
EPS, Dept TWE, PO Box 10645, London SW10 
9ZT. TeL- 0171 351 6957; Fax: 0171 244 8999 
“—fl wicked tittle volume.“ 


A SHIRT by 
SEYMOURS 
is Individually 
made to measure 

EXACT SLEEVE LENGTH.-_✓ 

CORRECT BODY SIZE_ V 

CHOICE OF COLLAR SHAPES 

CHOICE OF FRONT STYLES._ V 

CHOICE OF CUFF STYLES_/ 

CHOICE OF SHOULDER FIT._/ 

CHOICE OF BODY LENGTH_✓ 

CHOICE OF 400 FABRICS_/ 

TAILS OR SQUARE BOTTOMS 
FULL STANDARD or SLIM FTTSV 

AFTER SALES SERVICE _✓ 

IMPECCABLY HAND CUT & SEWN 
And of cocme 

THE FINEST QUALITY_/ 

ALSO MADE TO 
MEASURE 
CLASSICAL 
LADIES SHIRT 
BLOUSES. 
WHITE OR PHONE 
for400fabric 
samples and our 
colour brochure. 
^2jft| Seymour Shirts 

FREEPOST, Dept XX. 

I Bradford BD1 1BR. TeL 01274 726520 


Vietari* So& (Sob-baft 

CREDIT AVAILABLE SUBJECT 10 STATUS 

WUboi Dn3f OB Rs«Mi 

POETSTYLE LTD 

Unit 1, Bayfom Street Industrial Centra 
Mara Straet (Nr WmH St.) 
HKkmy, London, EB 3SE. 

Teh 0101 533 0915 


ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH 
YOUR WATER? T-7Y1 

Pozzani Products for effective •; <;*- • 1 

water treatment at direct prices. I 

WATER PURIFIER ^£78.95 [DRINK fKf£ 

■ Cheaper than honied water. ■ Tea. coffee I PURER L JuMeSiI 

and coiuial lasie bener. ■ Boil without scum, flyjiixenr I 

■ 3 Stages of filtration. ■ 2 Filter changes U^u 

per year. ■ Choice of 6 tap colours. ■ Fully # Of 

guaranteed for 3 years.* Installed in minutes. i tap wmmm 


I drink 
PURER 
WATER 

I ON 

I TAP 


stotf 

te 


ft: ,4ftS& 

h isM 




^CAR TRIDGES 

l&h'J£!£22B8Z£ fm ro ^ R 

■sssa® # 

llAJtere scale forming minerals ■JgjM & plumted-in 
mummng. a aj q. £, a ^ w run - no F 11 ir< * urns. ■ Fully 

ssswsjs 

)R FREE BROCHURE PHONE 01507 608100 

I rfB ^ T lb |ALS0 ‘AFTCR HOURS' ANSWER PHONE) OR WRITE TO:- 
POZZANI PURE WATER Pic. DeptTC, 
i WHlW^ Phoenix House. Newmarkeu Loulh, Lines LNI1.9EJ. 


cut to size 

for cushions & mattresses 

fjT: TVi — 


MATTRESSES 
Made to measure 
any size and to 
your individual 
comfort. 



I .» 


'*9aS2jS^ 


Sti 

ali 


* 


( A. 



18th Century Replica Solid Mahogany Dining Table and C hip pendale Chairs 


: I ■; • j -J ^ r- - - 






NEW CUSHIONS 
For chairs, suites, 
bench seating etc. 
Uncovered or with 
our own fitted covers. 


A separate 2 in. deep 
layer for instant relief 
on a too hard bed. 


I B EVERYTHING DELIVERED SAFELY TO YOUR DOOR. {Fax; 0113 230 1089) 

TF PHONE 0113 267 8281 

j or post cou pon beam for 40 page colour brochure, measuring guide and direct prices. 
fPlease scud stamp far 40 page hrochtw or plume. ^ 

| .-. ^ 



Spedahst Hipott Packing & Shipping Dept 


Visit oor factory & showrooms to see ffla world's 


largest display at English Antique Replica 
Furniture or phone far bractara. ^ 



tiV. 


.-.Postcode.. 1 

FOAM FOR COMFORT* DEPTT2I 

401 Otiey Old Rd, Cookridge, Leeds LSJ 6 7DKJ 


Solid Mahogany Victorian Replica 
Rated Leg Dining Taibie and Balloon Back Chain 


Mahogany 18 th Century Replica 


Breakfast/Dining Table and Hepplewidse Chain 


Over 50 dining tables on display in our showrooms 


made by master craftsmen to a standard 


unsurpassed this century together with 100 styles of 


Tttian-s, also Sideboards, Desks, Filing Cabinets, 


Cocktail Cabinets, TV & Video Cabinets, I . fat her MotlSat 9am-5.3Oprtl 
Chairs, Chesterfields & Looking Glasses. TipTTTCU A AfTT/^T TIT 
All available in three separate ranges to suit all lift Dlvl. 1 lCul AIN 11\JU JL 
styles & income groups. REPLICAS 


NI7 SCHOOL CLOSE, QUEEN ELIZABETH AVR, BURGESS HBX CMrrrEEN qitwick & bsjghton) WEST SUSSEX RH15 flRX 

Tel: 01444 245577 


¥ : 


rUR^H 

LASTS AWAY 

■TAWH 


.1 !v 11 5 







1 n 





hr 



• I vJ 








M a de in . 

IffleJJSA 


GIVEAWAY 1 

PRICE 

ONLY 


On/off switch 
FUnse and four wash 
settings 


Tapered 

barrel 

generates 

high 

pressure 


Hose 

Connection 


£9 


95 


latest 1997 

range of lace-up 

'^YEAfTTRAMER^ 

j 11 j i'J l! ft i A1 Aj\illj IM 

ill] lIjJjM. Jluj Ww • j f / E « rmk‘J’7 

WE DARE YOU TO WEAR THEM OUT1 

In the year 2002 John & Jane 
will look 5 years older 
... but their Trainers won't ? 

• Guaranteed for 5 years 
or your money back. 



FOR MEN 
& WOMEN 



m 


Detergent 
ervoir plug 


Main Turbo 
Wash Reservoir 




• Soles never need __ 

replacement for the life of Trainers! 
• World’s most comfortable Trainers? 


rv^MimTTTrn 

Convenient for windows, 


Perfect for ears 


Meal for bikes 


Powerful Turbo-Wash blasts away stubborn dirt and grime 
with ease. It fixes to any standard garden hose and is ready 
to go to work In seconds. Power wash cars, vans, 
motorcycles, boats, garden equipment and awkward to 
reach places. Ideal for removing stubborn grime from patios, 
patio furniture, driveways, windows, cars etc. 

Completely versatile. Turbo Wash features a soap detergent 
reservoir, an on/off control dial with rinse and four power jet 
settings, is 15“ long and made from black durable reinforced 
non-corrosive material. 

Make light work of those difficult, hand to clean jobs. At just 
£9.95 plus £2.55 p&p it’s a bargain not to be missed. 

Save over £4 makes a great gift ^ ^ 

Carol Wright Gifts, i - ^** 2 **'^^ 

(Dept. C8TTTBW), A fau/Mu*kt 

118 West Street, S 

Faversham, J UNCONDITIONAL 

Kent, ME13 7JB. ggE X GUARANTEE 

For enquiries relating to f SltSSl I 
this oner please phone Y aft£rtfund.YMsttutoryr^ v 

01795 429999. 


UNCONDITIONAL 
GUARANTEE 
WJwrawyoubuyanythtegfromus.youra^ 
besatistelJOfreliriyiwpijreftaseanyfenfltor 
a Ml nfunLYai Statutory righb rmaln unaffected 


_ mt -xuz—!_- 

,-POST NO RISK COUPON TODAY-, 

| To: CAROL WRIGHT, (Dept C8TTTBW), 

5 118 West Street, Faversham, 

I Kent ME13 7JB. 

J Yes, Please send me the following items. 

| Product _ Price Inc, p&p _ Total _ 

J Turbo Wash £12.50 _ 

i rriiruauuufiifiu- 

J Grand Total [_E_ 

{ Please tick preferred method of payment. 

ID Access ES nVisaSE □ Cheque 
J ^ (Payable to Carol Wright Gifts) 


| Expiry Dale 

I Signature_ 

l 

J Mr/Mrs/Miss 

I 

I Address 



Listen 



Safety tread 
for raiiifSnow 
Sice _^ 

Designed lor men and women. ... - " 

they look great for casual or sport's * 

use. Probably the most comfortable - - , ’■ 

trainers you will ever wear ... and we ~ 

DARE YOU 10 WEAR THEM OUT. - ' 

OUR GUARANTEE-SWEAR THEM FOR 5 FULL - — 

YEARS. AND IF ARE NOT AS PLEASED WITH THEM AS - - 

THE DAY YOU BOUGHT THEM - WE’LL GIVE YOU YOU MONEY " " ‘i^X We 0rdp - 

BACKiThis does not affect your statutory rights) A S c *s55^?!«S. 

KjI-afc-iOTitfW THE SMART SHOE SAVER {Dept 838-117) HARRINGTON DOCK. LIVERPOOL x, L70 1AX I --- /08 


waw postto:THEsMART ~ sifdi ^^mmm^^ 

___ 




lAWeertVNIerP'nh „ lm , 


1 AD0RE5S_...__ 


:-C5.BS 

C5.9S 

SUB TOTAL 


hsktim i 

SAVE 
MORE! I 


•Please odd £2.95 post. «|, 4 

0 , ^ ACCESS/VISJ CARD NO 


[ E:'P*rv 


■^iV'Slutf. 


--.—POST coot.__ 


- - I IT 'VI Ul t. . 

V . 

^ m M ■ I m | , 9 Hy«* •lU'itltrl 


'--si PAIR for £ 5.95 

--2PAIRSlwEiaS0 

SAVE £ 1.00 
- 3 PAIRS for fl 4.85 
SAVE £3.00 

'Please add egne 
for Post, Packing 
5 handling 
fw each pair 


* W) S«0U W> 

.ALSO 

ON 
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Condemned as a vandal or protected? What can be done with the little gentleman in black velvet who wreaks havoc with the lawn? 

I I Nasiv outbreaks- nwnlina erare Mountains out of molehills big around the sanw'tfrne said: "We 


H ave you ever woken up in ihe 
morning to discover swellings? 
Nasty outbreaks, niggling scars 
everywhere, irritating and big enough to 
burst. When it happens, is there a cure? 

Not to my knowledge. Sufferers leam 
to live with the affliction unaided by 
counselling or therapy. We just cope as 
best we can knowing that it can strike at 
any moment. The mornings are the 
worst we retire the night before in a 
content frame of mind, feeling safe, only 
for dawn to reveal that the malady has 
not gone away. True, it can go into a 
blissful remission, but for sure it will be 
bade. Damn it 

Or rather, damn them. Moles' They 
are everywhere; not only despoiling my 
lawn (about which I do not care too 
much) but the meadows, which do 
matter. Grass is all that horses and 
livestock have to eat in the summer, and 
eveiy little upheaval that a mole leaves 
behind is one patch of grass less to be 
grazed. Imagine the uproar if there were 
some malevolent creature which could, 
without warning, appear in the middle of 
our food: a pointed nose suddenly 
springing out of your sandwich and 


spoiling not only that one. but all the 
others for the rest of the year. Science 
would be all out for a remedy. But what 
has science given us to combat moles? 
Nothing at all. It has been left to folklore. 

I have been offered all manner of 
fanciful notions, like burying wine 
bottles so that die note formed when the 
wind blows across the mouth frightens 
die moles away. Then how do you mow 
the lawn? And how can you find enough 
wine bottles to plant the width of a decent 
meadow and still be able to walk in a 
straight line? Or am 1 missing the point? 
Is it die idea that you must drink yourself 
into such oblivion that the sight of 
molehills no longer inflames you? 

As the bailiffs on the site of the 
Newbury bypass discovered, creatures 
who spend most of their life below 
ground are notoriously difficult to deal 
with because you cannot possibly have 
the slightest idea where they are. Rabbits 
are easier, because their burrows are 


wide enough for a 
wriggling ferret to 
work its way along, 
or even a slender 
terrier. But the mole 
is cleverer than that 
and leaves hardly an 
opening to his den, 
just a defiant show of 
‘ earth at the gate. 

When you scan the 
shelves for a mole 
repellent, you find 
none. A good shop 
might stock 50 treat¬ 
ments for killing net- RAUL 

ties, but not moies. 

Only something called mole-smokes, and 
this is where my problem begins. 


DOWN TO EARTH 


* m 


RAUL HEINEY 


them to death seems 
a touch underhand, 
the more so when 
you read that the 
mole is a creature of 
miraculous talents. 
My Entyclopaedia 
of Agriculture (1908) 
— still my required 
bedtime reading — 
poses an interesting 
question. It says of 
the worm-eating 
mole: “Strange as it 
may appear, no 
E1NEY earth is ever found in 

the stomach of a 
mole. How then, does the mole swallow 
worms with no earth in them?" Since that 


because pests though they are I have was written, biological science, has 


always thought of them as fellow 
creatures and if 1 am to do battle with 
them, would rather it was fair and in the 
open air. as with mice and rats. To stroke 


cloned a sheep, but not the mole-earth- 
tummy conundrum. It is quite comfort¬ 
ing to fed some Fundamental truths 
remain entirely inexplicable. Another is 


where the mole gets its soil from; 
wherever a tnole appears he throws up 
better soil than I have ever found in field 
or garden. Out of the most miserably 
lumpy days he will throw forth, like lava 
bum a volcano, a soil as fine as potting 
compost What the silky little fellow.has 
managed in moments with his little paws 
is more than I could achieve in a hour 
with a spade, fork and rake. 

S o perhaps we should all be kinder 
to moles. James Hogg, the femous 
Ettrick shepherd, put forward the 
largely unpopular opinion that “The 
most unnatural of all persecutions that 
was ever raised in a country is that 
against the mole — that innocent and 
blessed little pioneer who enriches our 
pastures with the first top dressing, dug 
with great pains and labour from die 
fattest of the soil beneath,'’ 

Put that way, the appearance of the 
moley carbuncles is less depressing. 


Hogg was not alone. The editor of the 
Quarterly Journal of Agriculture, writ¬ 
ing around the same time said: “We 
know of a worthy old gentleman... who 
reclaimed from waste his whole paternal 
estate and laid it in grass fields; he 
maintained that the moles were his 
labourers, adding to the depth of soil and 
fertility of the sward. Husbandmen 
indeed have tong known how to avail 
themselves of this part of the labours of 
die mole; but then they have always held 
it necessary to destroy thelabourer.” 1 felt 
rather ashamed, reading that 
■ In tins 'confrontational age it is 
necessary to have a position on every 
issue; so where should we stand on the 
gentleman in the black velvet coat? Saint 
or sinner? He can be condemned for his 
destructive habits, or sanctified for his 
tilth-making talents. 

I have almost talked myself round to 
tiie moie's side. You may wish to differ. I 
doubt l shall go as for as a mole 
sanctuary, but a mole farm is a 
possibility: newly dug soil to sell to 
gardeners, real moleskin trousers, dig¬ 
ging masterclasses for eco-warriors? The 
possibilities are limitless. 


Still alive, 
alive-oh - 
but only just 

The cockle gatherers of Wales are fighting to save 
their precious cottage industry from modem methods 




I t is Sam on the north 
Gower coast. At PCn- 
dawdd sands, grey and 
barely distinguishable 
from the sky. we wait for 
daybreak which signals the 
coming of the cockle gatherers. 
Some have arrived from fur¬ 
ther afield, already fanning 
the sands. 

Although an independent 
breed, gatherers are held cap¬ 
tive by nature, following the 
ebbing ride in search of shell¬ 
fish. Cbckling is a way of fife in 
this peninsula and leading the 
way is Selwyn*s, a company 
fighting to preserve cottage 
industry under threat. 

Selwyn*s Ptndawdd Sea¬ 
foods is a thriving family firm 
going back four generations, 
renowned throughout South 
Wales and named after 
Sriwyn Janes. Today his son 
Brian and daughter-in-law 
Alyson run the successful 
shellfish processing business 
from a factory which sits on 
the windswept salt marshes of 
the north Gower. They carry 
on a tradition which has 
evolved since their great¬ 
grandmothers and their don¬ 
keys first set foot on the sand 
more than a century ago. 

But now dangerous clouds 
loom overhead. 

The Dutch have taken over 
many of the cockle fisheries in 
Britain where they have intro¬ 
duced suction dredging, “an 
activity which would destroy 
our cockle population", ac¬ 
cording to Mrs Jones, who 
fears the effects of over-fish¬ 
ing. In Penclavvdd the dredger 
companies want to operate for 
six months of the year, enough 
for the cockles to be frozen and 
tinned for the export market. 
“But our market is a fresh one 
To survive, we must gather 
year-round." Mrs Junes says. 

In 1U10.250 wumen collected 
cockles from the Burn.' inlet: 
today only -to licences are 


issued to locals. Out of those, 
the Joneses retain seven. 
About a thousand people in 
Britain today make their liv¬ 
ing from cockles, according to 
the Shellfish Association of 
Great Britain. In 1995. 24.400 
tons were gathered for sale. 
SO per cent from the Wash, the 
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Brian and Alyson Jones 

Thames and the Solway Firth 
(mechanically dredged) and 
20 per cent from the Burry 
inlet (by hand). Individuals 
are licensed to take six hun¬ 
dredweight of cockles per day 
and patrolmen ensure quotas 
are not exceeded. 

Gathering cockles by hand 
is arduous. Armed with a 
cram (rake) and riddle, gather¬ 
ers choose a section of beach at 
low ride and scrape just be¬ 
neath the sand. The cockles 
are scooped into the riddle, 
shaken so undersized ones f3ll 
through, swirled in a pool and 
bagged, “ft fakes two to three 
hours to collect our quota in 
the summer; longer in winter 
when the sand isn't as thick 
with cockles." Mr Junes says. 

Cockles live for four to five 
years and spawn when a year 
old. Besides the Burry inlet on 
the western side of Carmar¬ 
then Bav. cockles- are gathered 
principally in the inter tidal 
fiats of the Wash and Thames 
estuaries. They arc at their 
hest from June ilinuieh to 


December, although they are 
gathered throughout the year. 

Cockles from the Gower 
peninsula were eaten during 
Roman times and valued 
throughout the centuries. To¬ 
day they can be found far 
away in grand London restau¬ 
rants such as Bibendum (in a 
seafood platter) or the Hyde 
Park Hotel (warm with garlic, 
white wine and herbs). Rick 
Stein, the television chef, uses 
them at his restaurant in 
Pndstow, Cornwall, in a shell¬ 
fish ntarsala based on a recipe 
from Goa (not Gower). 

Gathering cockles became 
the preserve of women who 
walked barefoot to Swansea 
marker carrying loaded bas¬ 
kets on their heads. Women 
ruled the sands up until the 
mid-!94Qs; some were ■ like 
Selwyn’s mother, who provid¬ 
ed the only income when their 
husbands died in the mines. 

From Penclawdd to the vil¬ 
lage of Llanmorlois. a breeze 
blows over the marsh as 
retired ponies stroll across it. 
Llanmorlais is where the trac¬ 
ers unload sacks of cockles on 
to a hissing conveyer bdr on 
which they are washed. Shells 
are separated and the cockles 
fall into a double bath in 
which they are thoroughly 
cooked and rinsed. They come 
out deliriously sweet. 


* - - f-Y. " " •\a. •' ^. 

"* « r - “ 7.” *■» — - • ?- 


ir : 

2 -■ , „ 




T- V 1 ■ 


77 ." '~:'i 

-r- - . .3 








felgP , 









'■ i7' m ' \ •■*. • 


Cockle-picking by hand on the North Gower coast this week: the advent of dredgers would put emphasis on tinned rather than fresh cockles 


F resh cockles end up in 
markeLs from Car¬ 
marthen to Billings¬ 
gate and the South 
Wales valleys. The excess is 
snatched up and canned by 
Spain and Pomigal. 

The pony and cart disap¬ 
peared ten years ago. but two 
things remain unchanged: the 
shellfish are still coilttted by 
hand and oxkiing is banned 
on Sundays. To conserve 
stocks, the South Wales Sea 
Fisheries Committee does not 
allow mechanical dredging. 


The Sunday edict offers the 
cockles a day of rest 

The reorganisation of local 
government since April 1996 
has resulted in a lack of Funds 
for the South Wales Sea Fish¬ 
eries Committee, which has 
policed the cockle beds and 
marine environment for more 
than 100 years. Without it. 
mechanical dredgers would 
sweep in overnight and the 
effects on fhe cockle beds 
would. according to the hand- 
pickers. be devastating. Local 
fending is needed by next 
month for ihe committee to 
survive. The Joneses are pin¬ 
ning their hopes on possible 
EU funds and on their sup¬ 
porters rallying round. 

Selwyn Jones himself died 
late last year bur his words 
sum up the feelings on the 
Gower: "We have always 
moved with the times. Now 
they should help us to stay 
exactly as we are." 

Manisha 
Gambhir Harkins 


Traditional 
food at risk 

MANY OF our small, traditional food 
sources and industries are in danger of 
being lost forever, threatened as tliey 
are by d redgers. alien species, the lure of 
cheap food and bad husbandry prac¬ 
tices, health scares, regulations from 
Brussels, and changing tastes. 

With that loss go jobs, diversity and 
traditional food ways. We lose a sense of 
place, that feeling of knowing where you 
are by vvharyou can eat The prospect of 
cheap salmon led to large-scale salmon 
farming off the northern shores of 
Scotland and this has posed serious 
threats to the traditional wild salmon 
and trout fishing grounds. 

The introduction of the signal crayfish 
from America, a large voracious spe¬ 
cies. has all but wiped out the native 
population, and with it the rural idyll of 
catching crayfish in chalk streams, 
wliile European legislation put paid to 
the tripe dressers of northwest England. 
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Stilton: forced to change 

Almost every postbag brings letters 
about this. The veal and ham pie seems 
to be extinct, according to a Chiswick, 
reader who says: “I hope it won't vanish 
to give European and Indian snacks 
more room: we need it to represent 
English yeoman kitchen history." A 
reader in Derbyshire wanted to know 
where to get the streaky bacon “which 
left wonderful fat in the breakfast pan 
for the mushrooms, tomatoes, fried 
eggs, fried bread, instead of the awful 
white mess we are left with these days". 


We prefer cheap bacon to good bacon 
and put up with watery, tasteless, quick- 
cured meat from factory-farmed pigs. 

Stilton is no longer made with 
un pasteurised milk because of fears, in 
the winter of 1988-89, of listeriosis 
associated with soft and blue cheeses. 
Yet the listeriosis cases that winter were 
all associated with the Swiss 
pasteurised soft cheese. Vacherin du 
Mont dtJr. Among all our traditional 
cheesemakers of Lancashire and Chesh¬ 
ire, only two farms. Kirkham’s in 
Lancashire and Appleby's in Cheshire 
make their cheese from unpasteuriesed 
milk, ail the others having succumbed 
to pressure from their customers, the 
supermarkets, to pasteurise. 

Cheddar, too. is, according to Ran¬ 
dolph Hodgson-of Neal’s Yard “fast 
becoming an endangered species". Only 
ten farms stiff make Cheddar in the 
traditional way. As he says, it is not a 
matter of retaining traditional ways for 
the sake of it, but because these produce 
a better cheese, made slowly and 
matured slowly. 

Frances Bis sell 


listen for the sound of a long kiss 

PETER BROWN ^ 


ON THE SPOT : NORTH CORNISH C0AS‘ 


Rural recommendations 


FEATHER REPORT 


IT IS always a cheering sight 
to see a greenfinch flying 
towards one. It is such a 
strong, confident flyer, and its 
rattling twiner as it approach¬ 
es sounds very self-assured. At 
present, if it lands in a treetop 
it may start making its loud 
spring call — a wheezing note, 
rather like a long sucking kiss. 
If it is nervous it will start its 
pebbly twitter again, and then 
it will be off with a flash of its 
lemon-yellow wings and its 
greenish-yellow rump. 

However, sturdy and sure 
of themselves though they 
may seem, this is a dangerous 
rime of year for greenfinches. 
They have been picking up the 
fallen seeds of fat hen. 
persicaria and burdock all fhe 
winter, but now supplies are 
ninning low. and few of the 
early spring flowers haw yet 
turned to seed. There may be 
some surviving rosehips, and 
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perhaps a few new dandelion 
and groundsel seeds. Buf in 
general, food is hard to find- 

So. during March and April 
bird lovers who put out pea¬ 
nuts should not slacken off. 
Peanuts will be extremely 
welcome to greenfinches, who 
nowadays are as at home in 
gardens as they are in fields. 

Most of them have paired 
up by nmv. and one often sees 
the male darting through the 
branches after his mate. He is 
also starting in sing. His song 
is just an extension of his 
normal miner — a full-bodied 
version of it. followed by a 
string of more melodious 
notes. It might be described as 
a “chip chip chip" followed by 
a "cftuo eftoo choo". 

Greenfinches do not defend 
large territories in the way 
chaffindies do. They chase 
other Greenfinches away from 
a small area around the laurel 
bush or yew tree in which the}' 
will make their nest. 

They build bulk} 1 nests of 
twigs and grass, lined with 
hairs, and like to place them In 
the fork of an evergreen, 
usually just out of reach of an 
inquisitive human. The}- will 
be laying their four or five 
eggs, which arc a faint hlue or 
green with brown blntches. at 
the end of April, so plant seeds 
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Greenfinches are busy looking for des res in the garden 


will be abundant by the rime 
the first brood hatches out. 

The male feeds his mate 
while she is sitting, and both 
share in feeding the young, 
giving them a' mixture of 
insects and seeds. The podgy 
green young are packed tight 
in the nest by the time they are 
ready to fly — they always look 


to me like a box of glace fruits, 
if I climb up to look at them. 

Like their dose relatives, the 
goldfinches, they do not object 
to other members of their 
species nesting quite dose by. 
They are sociable birds, and 
will often gooff foraging in the 
summer with other green¬ 
finches, just as they do in the 


vvirner. In this way. if one bird 
spots a dump of weeds with 
ripe seeds showering from it, 
the whole party can benefit. 

After its first brood of young 
has fledged, the pair will 
usually have a couple more 
broods before summer is out. 
sometimes moving a long 
distance away each time. Well 
into September the trees are 
full of squealing young 
greenfinches. 

For the moment, though, 
the males are starting to 
parade themselves round their 
territory with a curious butter¬ 
fly-like flight, singing as 
they go. 

In this flight they look quite 
different from their normal 
selves. They beat their wings 
hesitantly, then glide with all 
their feathers puffed up. As 
they flit in this manner over 
gardens and parks, frequently 
changing course, they are one 
of the most extraordinary 
spectacles of early spring. 

Derwent May 

• What's about: Birders - watch 
out for flocks of migrating lesser- 
backed gulls returning to Britain 
to breed. Twitchers—a blue¬ 
winged teal at Little Longstone. 
Dertyshirv; a laughing gull at 
Newry Docks. Co. Armagh: and a 
hoopoe at Abersoch. Gwynedd. 
Details from Birdline Oftl 
700222. Calls cast-fOp a minute 
cheap rate, SOp n minute ai all 
other rimes. 


The place: Descent from 
Glebe Cliff. Tintagel, North 
Cornwall. 

The view: Tintagel church 
and Part Isaac Bay behind, 
the Island and Lower Ward 
of King Arthur’s Castle. 
Merlin's Cave and Cove. 
Barr as Nose and the King 
Arthur’s Castle Hotel ahead. 
One of the best walks on the 
north Cornish coast. 

The appeal: I holidayed in 
Tintagel every year as a boy, 
beachoombed Merlin's every 
morning before breakfast, 
and walked The cliffs every 
day. I brought my wife here 
on honeymoon. 

Aficionados.- Coastal path 
walkers, backpackers and 
tourists in season and me 
when it is wet 
Historical interest: 
Abounds, though it is partly 
mythical. King Arthur's Cas¬ 
tle. a romantic and vestigial 
ruin, is really 1 3th century, 
and was built in the rime of 
Earl Richard of Cornwall, 
Henry in’s younger brother, 
who became. King of the 
Romans. But Geoffrey of 
Monmouth could not have 
picked a better spot for King 
Other ftndragon'S night of 
■ passion with Igraine, wife of 
Gorlois. Duke of Cornwall, 
die tryst arranged by Merlin 
which resulted in Arthurs 
birth. Sadly when they 
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filmed The Knights of the 
Round Table with Robert 
Taylor. Tintagel could only 
be featured as a Scottish 
castle laid ruin by Lancelot, 
lane of day/ time of year to 
visit: Our honeymoon was 
March, holidays were June 
and September. All lovely. 
Morning has the best light, 
but sunsets from Glebe Cliff 
can be spectacular. 

OS Reference: 050889 (on 
Landranger 300) 

How to Get There: From 
Tintagel Church walk to¬ 


ward the sea and bear right 
toward King Arthur's Castle 
and Merlin's. 

Also nearby. Tintagel vil¬ 
lage is not wonderful but 
The Old Post Office, a 14th- 
century house owned by the 
National Trust Is a must as 

ts king Arthur’s Grear Hall 
of ChNaliy. creation of a 
ojstard magnate whose 
Order of the Round Table 
had a membership of 16,000. 

Robin Young 

•"lustration: Jane Spena;r 
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Ray Leonard surveys a polluted beach at Blackball 

Sea change 
for the 
black coast 

After decades of use as a tip for pit waste, 
the shores of County Durham are being 
returned to nature. Clare Stewart reports 


W hile the attractions 
of County Dur¬ 
ham's short coastline 
— its remarkable but¬ 
terflies. flowers and cliffs — often 
set the pulses racing, the blackened 
and heavily polluted beaches can 
also make the heart sink. But not. 
perhaps, for much longer. 

Head east from Durham to¬ 
wards the North Sea and you oome 
across signposts to collieries. You 
will not find any, though. Outside 
the port of Seaftam and along the 
coast road to Peterlee and Hartle¬ 
pool there are areas of bleak 
wasteland and new development 
sites. These, on the surface at least, 
are all that remain of six collieries 
that once dominated .the coast, 
providing 11,000 fobs, liie last pit, 
Easington. closed four years ago. 
Left behind are unemployment and 
an environmental challenge. 

For more than a century parts of 
the coast were used as the cheapest 
and most convenient rubbish dp 
for mine waste, with as much as 25 
million tonnes of spoil being 


dumped in peak years. Overhead 
conveyors carried the waste from 
the pits and over the difftops to be 
flung into the sea just off the 
foreshore, while convoys of lorries 
dumped large amounts of slurry 
from the coal washeries. 

The beaches known for golden 
sands and seaside outings in rite 
early 19Q0s have long since disap¬ 
peared under 12fr-l5fr of spoil in 
places, and the shoreline has been 
pushed further out to sea. The 
result is barren areas which proved 
more suitable for one of the Alien 
61ms than for building sandcastles. 
Sa not surprisingly, the Durham 
coast does not get glowing write¬ 
ups in books on beautiful Britain, 
and many guides ignore the coast 
between Hartlepool and Sunder¬ 
land, despite it being Britain’s only 
stretch of magnesium limestone 
cliffs. 

This limestone supports flower- 
rich grasslands of botanical inter¬ 
est and much of die coast is 
designated as a Site of Spedai 
Scientific Interest <SSST). There are 
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In the 1890s. before pollution left its mark, the golden sands of County Durham were a favourite destination for daytrippers 


also a number of denes, dramatic 
steep-sided valleys of ancient and 
unspoilt woodland that run inland 
from the coast. The largest, Castle 
Eden Dene, is a nature reserve 
managed by English Nature. 

The demise of the coal industry 
dealt a heavy blow to the region, 
but has also opened the way to 
environmental change after more 
than 40 years of battling to stop the 
damaging effects of tipping. In 
2984, a Royal Commission trumpet¬ 
ed that the beaches were a national 
disgrace, while local pressure 
groups kept up a dogged campaign 
tor change, prompting headlines 
about the "sands of grime’’ and the 
"Costa del Soiled". 

Now, however, a tlO million 
project called Turning the Tide has 
started. This will tackle environ¬ 



mental improve¬ 
ment along a 
13-mile stretch of 
coast from Ry- 
hope south to 
Crimdon. It will 
also link a num¬ 
ber of conserva¬ 
tion schemes 
already■ under 
way. The project 
is part of the East 
Durham Task 
Force, a regeneration initiative, and 
the participants include Durham 
County Council. Easington District 
Council, the Countryside Commis¬ 
sion. English Nature and the 
National Trust, which owns nearly 
five miles of the coastline. 

In January, Turning the Tide 
was awarded £4-5 million by 
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the Millennium 
Commission, 
which has riven 
the project the fi¬ 
nancial spur and 
momentum to en¬ 
sure that a large 
part of it will be 
completed by the 
year 2000. 

Despite the pol¬ 
lution, the mines 
provided some 
benefits to the coast The unsightli¬ 
ness of the pits meant that other 
forms of seaside development such 
as caravan parks, were kept at bay. 
and the higher beach levels from 
the dumping of spoil provided 
some protection for the cliffs from 
sea erosion. , 

This summer work begins on the 


monumental task of removing two 
shoreline spoil heaps of about 15 
million tonnes at Easington and 
Honden. Unless removed, these 
heaps will continue to pollute the 
beaches and over time become 
unstable. Some of this spoil is going 
back to the Easington colliery she, 
which is to be landscaped, and 
where there are plans for a visitors’ 
centre. At Harden, the spoil will 
return to the difftop where, with a 
limestone capping, h will be re¬ 
sown as grassland 
Removing all the spoil from the 
coastline would be costly and 
environmentally difficult. But there 
is one natural answer. "The sea can 
reduce the spoil by about a foot a 
year," says Ray Leonard, the 
project manager who is based with 
Durham County Council. 
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Cl ea ner seawater also helps, and • 
investment by Northumbrian Wat¬ 
er in better sewage treatment works 
is tackling the problem of beach 
outfall. Longer term, there remains 
ihe impact of mine waste on the 
seabed, where the effect on marine 
life is being studied. p _ . . 

Turning the Tide is not just 
concerned with the impact of coal 
mining on the seashore and marine 
environment Much of the coastal 
strip is intensively farmedambie- 
[and, where the use of fertilisers 
has damaged the natural flora ana 
fauna of the limestone grasslands 
along the difftops. Fanning has 
also contributed to cliff ero sion, 
with land drains and run-on from 
tiie fields washing away sofl- 

The project aims to acquire as 
much of the coastal strip as possible 
and return it to accessible natural 
grassland, and to. prevent SSSI 
areas being squeezed between natu¬ 
ral diff-face erosion and arable 
cultivation. 

This reinstated grassland, says 
Mike Lowe, the countryside officer 
for Durham County Council, “wul 
be one of the biggest habitat re¬ 
creation schemes in the country". 

B iodiversity is the guiding- 
principle here, and the 
flower and grass-seed 
being used has been har¬ 
vested from the small surviving 
areas of unspoiled grassland, rath¬ 
er than using imported seeds. 

Bloody cranesviile {Geranium 
sanguineum ) is a feature of die. 
limestone grasslands along with 
the rodcrose, die main food supply 
for the Durham Argus, a species of 
butterfly unique to the county. 

Several varieties of orchid, in¬ 
cluding the common spotted and 
fragrant orchid, can be found, and 
the rein trod lichen of the rare green- 
winged orchid, driven out by farm¬ 
ing, is being considered. 

Golden sands and wild orchids 
are not the sale criteria for success, 
however. Rekindling local pride is 
important, as is opening up the 
coast for wider enjoyment Better 
paths and access routes are 
planned to allow exploration of the 
difftops and beadles, along with 
improved public information about 
the denes and other natural fea¬ 
tures. A cycle route through the 
area is planned which will link into 
the national S ustrans cycle 
network. 

"Turning the Tide is not about 
’Blackpool and deckchairs’,” Mr 
Leonard says. It is about rediscov¬ 
ering the natural attraction of the 
coastline. A vast influx of visitors in 
cars is neither wanted nor will it be 
provided for, he adds. 

As the area copes with the 
economic and social problems after 
the closure of the mines, the project 
is "about change and this commun¬ 
ity." Mr Leonard says. “It shows 
what can happen if people invest in 
dlls area." 
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amazing cordless, 
radio frequency 
headphones 
only £29.95 



Using the very latest radio frequency technology, these NEW 
cordless headphones give you the freedom to tune into your 
favourite radio or television programmes, or listen to music 
without disturbing anyone else. 

And, you'll appreciate the quality of the sound too. Designed for 
minimum distortion, the comfortable headsets will receive sound 
messages up to 30 metres/98 ft away, which means you don't 
even need to be in the same room as your hi-fi to relax to your 
favourite sounds. 

■ Listen in privacy by simply plugging the special transmitter 
into your television, radio or stereo headphone socket 

■ The sound is instantaneously relayed to your special receiving 
headphones for the ultimate in personal listening pleasure - 
no-one else in the house needs to be disturbed. 

■ Radio frequency is strong enough to travel through walls, 
ceilings and doors and will reach your headphones from all 
over the home. 

■ You can even be resting in die garden and keep track of radio 
coverage of favourite sporting events or enjoy your favourite 
music. 

■ lightweight headset is volume adjustable to a level that suits 
you, and the unit is operated by 2x AAA batteries (not supplied). 

On offer for the remarkable price of £2955 each, our radio 
frequency headphones will assure hours of quality listening. 

And with extra sets of headphones available at just £19.95 each, 
you con also include the whole family at a very reasonable price. 
Order today. 


■ For use with TV, radio, or stereo 
Sound travels through walls and ceilings 
■ Use outdoors 
■ Ideal for all the family 


ORDER NOW! 

ON OUR 24 HOUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 

01509 638638 

24 flour wdenog soykc 7 daw » weei. Access. Visa. 
Deta. Antes. Switch cardboLkrs quote C474 
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imljunffij Hahn 7 days. Simmy rights 
aeatx aflcctaiUK mkloticttj: 
Sdcctite MarfcO[4ia: LmL Beta* Road 
Wes.IxBfUnmpb.LrinLEII 5XL 


To onler by pas. please ampfete coupon and sod to Selective Mvbtptace LaL (004) 
Beta# Bmd Wsa. Lo^UxragJul^sLEII SXL 


Rrodma Qty Price Total 

C474/H346 RF Hodpboncs 


£29.95 


C474/H347 Extra pair of Headphones 


£>9.95 


Ptease remember to add £ 1.95 p&p 
3*2/^ GRAND TOTAL 

£1.95 
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HANGING 

BOOKCASE 


Hand made from 
solid plantation 
grown mahogany. 
Carved sides with 4 
drawers & ornament 
shelf on top. 

Overall height 44 " 
Width 20- 

Depth 7VT 

PRICE £139 Delivered 

Classic Reproductions 
SWAN OOHHEfl 
PEWSET, WILTS. 5M95W. 

Big range of Antique Repicas 
COMPARE OUR PRICES 
Moo-Fri 9-5pm_ Sal 10-4pm 
I_Ample Parking Teh 8167Z 563333 _J 



TROUSERS 

trouser: 

TROUSERl 

& TROUSERS! 

THE BEST POSSIBLE VALUE IN 
ffiNUWE BESPOKE TAILORING! 

Foly/Wool 10oz Worsted, 15oz 
Cavalry TwB & 14oz Pure Wool 
Flannel Made-to-measure £150 
Cafl or 'phone far Cokxr Swatches. 
AIREY & WHEELER] 

S SadcvilkSt, London WIX IDD 
'Pbooe/Fax 0171 734 7461>S6J6 




ecfeadng the period. Perfectly , 



At Willi am Tillman our craftsmen lovingly create 
modem masterpieces that reproduce the finest 
examples of English 18th and 19th century furniture 
to perfection. Call now and let us introduce you to 
quality that cannot be surpassed anywhere. 



WILLIAM TILLMAN 


When only perfection is good enough. 


Any size dining or boardroom table 
made to order. 

30 St James’s Street, London SW1A1HB. 
Telephone 0171 839 2500 Far 0171930 8106 


Tdqtooe 01732 883278 Fa 01732 884439 


IBEDUNENI 

iValaooc Specialists. Any dntpT! 




I Stamp today** Catalogue. 

use* COlsSf 

(TEL: 012S5 4325181 


TIDYRAI 


sale: 


£9.95 

Idol lor home. flu. 

! tMdxIL AosoraMaa 
1 kincmds.J<al 

■Hoe iw*. 
-Mm met. Bright 

-.GnWi 3Bhn. tong 

-Inc dativmy. 331ns. long 

CJTJB Inc dmlvtuy. CuriMs 
£2.» cam. door ptawto OuM 
- ■— Ctwm ib cemptMih ewer ntta 

jgrtOaerti. gear ctattwa fc tar E0.70. 

M"hMorfruiHUCOtro(PajtTm ), 

Sa wood iyi In da stria ft. Old Balbji 
jggwjwtagy UIm tBI MJf- 


FRENCH 


Use and 

improve your 

* Read our articles and short stories in French 

* Speak tbe language better 

* Understand more of wtaai you hear 

* Leant more about France and French life 

with the help of our popular and unique range of ' 
French language products: 

Details (post free) from: La Vie Outre-Manche 
FREEPOST, MA 1311 (T) Maidstone ME15 9BR 
Fax: (01622) 691922 Tel: (01622) 682122 (24hour) 


■wvBnBDlorr. 
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! Free Prostate Advice , 

j ^ n ^ ,Cl | s HIEE - wttTno obU^ti^ | 

| now or ever - valuable prostate advice on any of the j 
I following topics to readers of this publication; { 

1 SH ieWaminsSymploms *GI Prostate and Cancer - 
J ^ gladder Controi t] Prostate and Diet 

! °^^ Stote ' BPH/ T3 Alternative Prostate 
Prostauus Treatments 

] -U Prostate and Impotence *□'Prostate Surgery 
I Please note that this offer only applies to readers who I 

I It 1 ?* ° f your choice the whoTe of ihS 

J Colchester. Essex C07 8AP. CF ' Alresford ’ m | 

Name 



acorn m r A \ s 

I R E E D O M 


Lei Ao.m give you back 

ihe freedom ynu ohcc 

enjmetl. Our sale, reliable 
sl.tirlifis can transform 
your life. Ami ihc\*n? j 
l«»l nmre afiordabk- than 
you mijOii think. 


Twohii In. • .... 
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0800 19 19 19 
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Wales 

criteria 


the important 
subject of escaping 
the British winter. 
Diana, Princess of 
has rather different 
from the rest, of us 
mere mortals. Apart from sun. 
sea and sand, and five-star 
luxury, the time-off priorities 
of the world’s most famous 
woman are — unsurprisingly 
— privacy and security. 

Since an unhappy experi¬ 
ence in the Indian Ocean in 
1993. when a break with two 
girlfriends on the island of 
Mayo was cut short by the 
nocturnal invasions of a wild 
pig. Diana has opted exclu¬ 
sively for the West Indies. She 
learnt to love the Caribbean in 
the late 1980s at die height of 
her marital problems, when 
she holidayed without her 
husband on the tiny island of 
Necker, Richard ’Branson's 
private fiefdom in the British 
Virgin Islands. 

Fleet Street's royal “raipack" 
twice checked into the jaunty 
nearby resort of Bitter End, on 
Virgin Gonja, as Diana and 
her sons enjoyed island house 
parties hosted by her mother, 
Frances Shand-Kydd, for all 
three of her daughters and 
their children. In those days, 
when Diana was still HRH, 
members of the royal protec¬ 
tion squad also got to enjoy the 
expensive delights of Necker. 

Since her separation from 
the Prince of Wales in 1992. 
Diana has felt freer to roam 
the idyllic chain of Caribbean 
islands — many of which 
remain her former mother-in- 
law’s dominions — in search of 
her ideal destination. In all, 
she has taken eight West 
Indian holidays with or with¬ 
out her sons, depending an 
school terms. 

A series of protocol hiccups 
in 1993 highlighted the prob¬ 
lems attending any holiday the 
Princess takes anywhere, be¬ 
fore or since her divorce last 
year. Following a last-minute _ 
decision to take her sons on giu. 
end-of-^ear sunshine^ breaks 
after they had speriflcSirSHii^v- 
without ho- at Sandringham. " 
she faced a choice between 
three venues favoured by the 
Caribbean jet set. 

The front-runner was Jar 
maica*stop resort. Round Hill, 
and specifically Room 26—the 
most allurihgrhotel suite in the 
West indies, with irsown chef 
and maid, four double-bed- 
rooms, and a private swim¬ 
ming pool in, the open-air 
sitting room. 

This- is - where Paul- 
McCartney takes liis family 
for Christmas, but the Jamai¬ 
can authorities could not coun¬ 
tenance a visit from the 
Princess and the future King 
William without mounting an 
honour guard at the airport to 
bid them welcome. These days 
she goes on holiday precisely 
to get away from such forraalF 
ties, so an advance party of 
Special Branch officers 
changed direction to check, out 
Jumby Bay, the super-exclu¬ 
sive island resort just off 
Antigua. 

They soon agreed with die 
management. that the festive 

season — the busiest rime of 
the Caribbean year, when the 
place is packed to overflowing 
— would not be ideal -riming 
for a royal visit, so instead she 
went to Nevis. Private villas 
clearly make sense for Diana 
if privacy can be guaranteed. 

The near-impossibility of 
this was demonstrated last 
summer when photographers 


If it’s good enough for Diana... 


Finding a safe holiday destination free from the prying eyes of the paparazzi is no easy task for the wor ld’s 
most photographed woman, but she has found it in the Caribbean islands, says Anthony Holden 



available for hire, but visitors 
have to negotiate the Docks of 
wild sheep. 

Aeroplanes taking off from 
nearby Antigua airport are the 
only noisy clouds on the 
perfect holiday horizon. The 
rooms have ceiling fans, bars 
and private patios — but no 
keys, telephones, televisions, 
radios or clocks. 


NEVIS 


Romahticlddea.way: one of the Baiinese-styie villas on Necker, in the British Virgin Islands, owned by Richard Branson. A staff of 22 is included in the price, from £6,700 a day 

‘ *" ‘ - REX FEATURES • "* 


invaded the grounds of the 
French villa she shared for a 
'week with her fellow royal 
divorcee the Duchess of York. 
Princess Margaret, Diana's 
next-door neighbour in Ken¬ 
sington Palace, also loves the 
West Indies, spending several 
weeks a year ar her private 
villa on the Windward island 
of Mustique. Reluctant to 
capitalise on her royal rela¬ 
tions. Diana opted instead for 
a week ai the luxury villa of a 
friend, the photographer Pat¬ 
rick ‘ Demarchelier, an foe 
select but pricey Leeward is¬ 
land of Si Barthelemy — 
known to its habitues as St 
Barth’s and to others as Man- 
hattan-sur-mer. 

But fame trapped her in 
Demarchelier's mountain re¬ 
treat, with tantalising, long¬ 
distance views of dreamy 
beaches impossible for her to 
visit Not until the end of 1995 
did Diana finally find the 
super-resort of her dreams, 
which answered all her needs: 
the small but ultra 1 chic 
KClub on the tiny Antilles 
island of Barbuda, where the 
few other guests are almost as 
famous as herself. 

After a winter break there 
with her girl Friday, Victoria 
Mendham. Diana returned to 
the K Club with her sons for 
Easter 1996, and then again 
with Mendham for last Christ¬ 
mas and new year. The previ¬ 
ous week I had been there 


myself at the end of a long trail 
checking out Diana’s Caribbe¬ 
an choices for Times readers. 




WORLDWIDE 




A mouthwatering collection of fi™* 
hotels , tours and cruises m the worlds 
most exotic locations. 
•Caribbean -Far East -Indian Ocean 
-•Africa -North America -Mexico 


Car.bhcan All no 

Beachfront Hotel jrotn £ 1 4J.W 

(including all meals, drinks, entertain™"'. Mtor sports. 

■ transfers and scheduled fiicjltts from Heathrou) 


C / 


01235824324 
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IT IS NOT hard to see why the 
K Club, on the otherwise emp¬ 
ty island of Barbuda, has 
become Diana's favourite Ca¬ 
ribbean hideaway. As part of 
foe service, free of charge, they 
mobilise the Antiguan army to 
seal off both ends of the 
private 15-mile beach for her. 
and a coastguard vessel to 
keep foe paparazzi at bay. 
Amid celebrity guests too 
super-cool to stare, Diana can 
enjoy her morning run along 
the water’s edge, followed by a 
strenuous exercise session, in 
as much privacy' as she can 
find anywhere in the world. 

The K Club, 40 beachfront 
villas set in a 230-acre private 
estate, is as near to Caribbean 
perfection as it gets, living up 
to its boast to treat every guest 
as “foe most pampered Robin¬ 
son Crusoe in foe world”. 
Even its private plane, which 
picks you up in Antigua for the 
20-minute hop to Barbuda, is 
liveried in the distinctive lur- 
quoise-and-white decor cho¬ 
sen to mirror the sea and sand 
by Krizia. the Italian fashion 
designer who opened the re¬ 
sort in 1989. 

The K Club's away-from-it- 
ail policy rises above news¬ 
papers or television but its 
spacious and airy Club House 
has a games room and library 
with bestsellers in four lan¬ 
guages. and a well stocked 
bar beside the sea water pool 
and Jacuzzi. Its array of hlue- 



tremely rare frigate bird. Di¬ 
ana. who may take her sons 
back to the K Club this Easter, 
after they have been on an 
African safari with their 
father, is unlikely to find a 
safer haven. 




The Princess on the Leeward island of St Bartheleruey 


ami-white sofas double as a 
“tunvvrsation area" — if the 
celebrity guests unbend 
enough to speul. to each other. 
“The Princess and her sons 
can sir right here without 
anyone bothering them." 
Michael Neutelings. the 
Dutch manager, told me over 
a banana daiquiri. 

Like any resident film star, 
they can also cat unmolested 
in the club's eleyaiit beach¬ 
front restaurant, serving su¬ 
perb haute cuisine “Ixiseit fin 
Mediterranean traditions'', nr 
in the privacy of their two- 


hedriBini villa. But they ean- 
nol send | x is i cards home. - the 
k Club is far too refined In 
offer such kitsch tourist fare. 


The K Club's spacious vil¬ 
las. cooled by trade winds as 
much as air-conditioning, 
were designed by the Italian 
architect Gianni Gamondi. a 
friend of Krizia who is respon¬ 
sible for many resort hotels on 
Sardinia’s Costa Smeralda. 

The dub also has a nine- 
hole golf course, two floodlit 
tennis courts and all the water 
sports but. in foe unlikely 
event that guests want to go 
out looking for action, there 
are pheasants, deer, wild 
hoar, even buffaloes to hunt in 
the island’s 70 square mile 
swampy interior. The club 
Jays on excursions to the 
Grand Lagoon, a wildlife 
sanctuary boasting the ex- 


JUMBY BAY Island is the 
offshore Antiguan resort so 
exclusive that it turned Diana 
away because of all the heli¬ 
copters. photographers and 
other riff-raff she would inev¬ 
itably trail in her wake. Or so 
the story goes. 

In fact, as explained above, 
the timing was not right for a 
visit which William Anderson, 
the resort's American manag¬ 
er. naturally says he would 
welcome. In 1993, however, 
the opportunity for some pub¬ 
licity was seized by a minority 
of the mega-rich owners of 
private villas on the island, as 
they embarked on a long- 
running legal dispute with its 
owners. 

Apart from Lord Salnsbury, 
the novelist Ken Pollen and 
the reclusive British business¬ 
men Roland Franklin and 
Peter Swann. Jumby Bay resi¬ 
dents include the British-born 
American television star Rob¬ 
in Leach, host of Lifestyles of 
the Rich and Famous. He 
said: “We voted no to Princess 
Di and decided we didn’t want 
the helicopters and the 
paparazzi.” 

The 300-acre island off foe 
northeast coast of Antigua, 
accessible only by its own 
private ferry, is so secure that 
its rooms have no keys, only a 


safe in which to lock away all 
foe cash you wifi not be 
needing during your stay. 
Prices, though steep, are all- 
inclusive. covering most facili¬ 
ties (tennis, water sports), 
drinks and meals, including 
the very acceptable house 
wines from foe New York 
winery of John and Harry 
Mariani. the island's owners. 

The Mariani brothers 
bought what was then Long 
Island in 1986. renamed it 
Jumby Bay (in Antiguan folk¬ 
lore. a jumbie is a friendly 
native spirit) and set out to 
turn it into one of the most 
exclusive clubs on earth. The 
villas are doned all over foe 
island. Bicycles are provided 
free and golf buggies are 


SITUATED on the island of 
Nevis, Monrpeiier sits S00 feet 
up the side of a volcano. The 
historic sugar plantation 
house, where Horatio Nelson 
married Frances Nishet in 
J7S7, is far too English to boast 
about its unexpected visit from 
Diana and her sons, plus a 
dozen security and other staff, 
who cheerfully bounced down 
to the beach every day in rhe 
back of foe hotel’s" flatbed 
truck. 

Picture a British country 
house weekend party in the 
West Indian sun and you get a 
flavour of the lifestyle hosted 
by Monrpelier’s eccentric Eng¬ 
lish owner, James M lines 
Gaskell. and his wife Celia. 
After peaceful days, when 
most guests forsake the pool 
for picnic lunches half an hour 
away at a private three-acre 
stretch of Hnney’s Beach, foe 
evenings begin with a cocktail 
party at 7.45pm, followed by 
dinners at which guests are 
encouraged to mingle. 

Mr Milnes GaskelJ was 
educated at Eton and Cam¬ 
bridge and bought this 370- 
acre plot in 1963 as a virtual 
ruin. Four years later, in June 
1967, he had just finished 
building his hotel when foe 
government put him in jail for 
siding with the Opposition 
over independence from Brit¬ 
ain. After 42 days in St Kitts 
prison ("not too bad. actual¬ 
ly"), he was deported. For 13 
years he hired locals to run the 
hotel before he was allowed to 
-return after a change of gov¬ 
ernment in 1980. 

Most guests enjoy squeezing 
foe rest of his colourful life 
story out of their host during 
their stay. If you enjoy the 
company of strangers and 
don't long to be right on the 
, beach. Montpelier will make a 
welcome change from all 
those American-style resort 
hotels — exemplified by foe 
huge Four Seasons nearby 


iNEeKER 


THIS private 75-acre paradise 
in the British Virgins, owned 
by Richard Branson, sends its 
speedboat to collect guests 
from the nearby airport at 
Beef Island, Tortola, There is 
accommodation for groups of 


Continued on page 17 


Sights & Sounds of Southern Africa 


A 6,13 or 20-night visit to Zimbabwe from £295.00 

including an overnight slay at the famous 5-star Meikles Hotel - one of the leading hotels of the world 

J left' is a wonderful opportunity, .it j hi- hJu'.iIc 
tariff. In visit one uf the lurelk si and i crt.ui ilv n mst 


spectacular countries uf ail snulhvi 11 .Mr w: 

For our visit we arc making u-r ul the line 
facilities of the Meikics Hotel tor the rtr-f nijjit. 
iocatedinthecenlreuIHarjrelfurmeilyS.ih>hunt. 
close lo the parks, square-.ami museum*., mill kIii ic 
foe National .Archive housing llavul I ivin^tuue 
artefacts. From the cumfurtahk hose ■»* I lie Med U * 
you can easily visit the many ihUrTtfsiing it ,-u. fi 
as LeopanJ Rock. Incal game pit k>. Iliiiii;igmlii ml 
Victoria Falls. Hwange Game NeSt-m and l.iki 
Kariha. 

The tariff includes the flights frmii and I »m- 
dunCatwickom id rspecial nmi M-ip. wide hmliid. 
scheduled seat configured Boeing 7^7 jin i-il’l 
Harare. «.»rte night at Meikics I Md n« IhJiiw hd 
and breakfast, transfers and the scnnc' ni Im.il 
representative. Nut included are uviixas .uiT 1 
taxes. UK departure lax |.C1U will t\r added (■• yin 
invoice) and trawl insurance. 

You may also extend jv»ur 'lai hr .1 Infllw 7 
nights or 14 nights at the appropriate Mipplcii nut. 
Please ask us fur lull details. 



DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

1*197 Tuesdays - per person in a twin 
MarchIl.lH.S-C95.no 
April tt. 15-<015.00 
April22.2H-f3l5.0U ' 

Single room supplement lone night) £35.00 
Extra Week’s Flight Supplement: 

£1 5 for 7-night extension 
130 for 14-night extension 

\l! [wi,L'jic.*ibnx1 luihxnfcamliiur currmt Onilil 

Hi > An it liicrvulu+uch isatwLMe un rnjKol I >Jwll anils In 

JlhaSlI^X 

0171-6161000 




VOiAGESjUESVEPNE 
t ! 0-ji set Squ*e. London MW 1 6QG 
Tuvrf I'rurniilim'.IJJ.AlrtA V|Uil ATT iL 1W8 
Internet hUKAnnr.ije-Cihnk 
< mriiHiiK.tfrc'pcnfrrr fckphnnr nrewatmns nnMiii 
■dm ’*r»u iklu-n-krrJ< Hain 1 1■ Spm. K>ir |vru huI olid-* 
■ < 11. ii f., e h> iur» ‘•sin 1 1 > Spnomndatiy^ ■ mlv. 
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Tzvo ISLANDS One PARADISE 


The CARIBBEAN 
holiday you've dreamed 
of in the unspoiled 
Sister Islands. 


Fly Caledonian Airways London 
Catwiek to SL Kitts nonstop. 




For more informadoo caO us on: 

Tel: 0171 376 0881 
Fax: 0171 937 6742 


EXPERIENCE 


COUTURE 


CARIBREAN 


WITH CARIBBEAN CONNECTION 


^alk to our experienced reservations team and 
gain an inspirational insight into our unique 
collection of luxury holidays. 

Let us tempt you to indulge in the country-house 
ambience and old fashioned charm of Montpelier 
Plantation on Nevis or perhaps the blissful seclusion 
and chic elegance of K Club on Barbuda ... 

Our clients are all very individual, many are 
well-known, all are discerning. 

Our first-rate persona! service , the hallmark of 
Caribbean Connection, is to tailor an inimitable 
holiday to exceed expectations. 

Whatever your concept ofluxury is, 
you'll find the perfect fit within jjlf 
our complete collection. (\D 

Call us now on CARIBBEAN 

01244 329556 CONNECTION 


gMlk’n. . V 
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TRAVEL 


TO ADVERTISE CAUL- , 
01714811989 fTRADE) r 
01714814000 (PRIVATE) 
FAX: 01714819313^| 



Because we think the world of you 


current best bu'ys on the world's finest airlines 


SYDNEY 

PERTH 

CAIRNS 

tmm 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAU 

SAIGON 

TOKYO 


maqr Eton 
kom 

£354 £529 
£325 £561 
£354 £539 
£254 £659 
£238 £396 
£248 £442 
£235 £399 
£249 £415 
£297 £495 
£267 £495 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

FLORIDA 

IQS ANGELES 

SAN FRANCISCO 

LAS VEGAS 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

CARIBBEAN 


on«r Kin 

£99**£15l 
£139 £159 
£159 £286 
£217 £256 
£217 £256 
E256 £256 
£259 £259 
£138 £215 
£265 £287 
£175 £265 


MEXICO CTIY 
MANIA 
INDIA 
jom 

CAPETOWN 

HARARE 


DUBAI 
CAIRO 

AROUND THE WORLD 


firaa 

£248 £281 
£274 £449 
£198 E329 
£251 £374 
£297 £479 
£297 £489 
£197 £323 
£165 EZ75 
£122 £284 


TRAIL 



ERS *4- 


worldwide attention to detail 


£677 


THE TRAVEL E X P E 8 T S 


ROUND THE WORLD 
LONDON - LOS ANGELES - SYDNEY 
- HONG KONG - LONDON 
FROM £634 


f^ttere^hwdowRoavsrftfwxte 
travel, Traflfinders Is your we stop 
tnml stop. 

TYattfinders otters more tow cost 
fBgfetc to more dnfinafions teas 
anyone. Experts to airfares since 
1970, we can taftor-make yoar very 
am package wfflj up to 65% iBsawnt 
ob hotels and car Wra vmMirids. 


194 Kensington High Sti^t * 7RG 

Long Haul Flights: ®T714j3S3939 


215KensingtonSheet •LWWOHVI^®D 

Transattantic & European: 0171-937 54 OT 
42-50 Eats Court Road ■ L 0 MHJNVV 8 6FT 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 ■ USA £31 - AFRICA £37 • PACIFIC £42 • ASIA £38 
USA CAR HHE FROM £12 FBI DAY ■ CALL NOW FOR OUR WORLD OR NORIH AMERICA DffiECTQRY ON 0171-9383386 


A:i our c!ic:g r^r: open Mcc-Sal £- 6 pn * Tlurs S-7rm - Sun 1 0-Sp-i 


H0«* 




Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


LUliy HOWi ■ --- 

■22-24 The Prio^ Queenswy • RMHI&WW M 6BS 

Worldwide Rights 8121-2361234 
48 Com street • BRISTOL BS11H0 
Worldwide Rights: 8117-829 9SiS 
254-284 SaucWehall Stretf ■ GLASGOW G2 3EH 
Worldwide Rights: 81 41-353 2224 

58 Deansgate • MANCHES TER M3 2FF 
Worldwide Rights: 0181-839 6969 
‘ first &BusinessCtess-.0161-8M3434_ 


... people think the world of us! 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFluDER magazine 
CALL 0171-938 3365 ANYTIME 


XIDL1458 UIA ASnSTtl 
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Bombay/Delhi ft £345 

Karachi £325 

Bangkok £415 

Singapore £400 

Seoul £420 

Beijing £325 

Tokvo/Osaka £510 

Boston fr £204 

New York £204 

Washington £204 

San Francisco £264 

Los Angeles £264 

Philadelphia £204 


NAIROBI && A £310 

MANCHESTER * 0/rr . 
to MOMBASA £ JOU 


SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. TAXES AS APnJCABUE. SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 

ALSO AVAILABLE ON FIRST1CLUB CLASS TO MANY DESTINATIONS. BUCK 

WSCOU1VT5 ALSO DN INSURANCE- CXEDTT CARD SURCHARGES APPLICABLE. 



cah-l? SPECIAL CLUB CLASS 

£;“***? ■ NAIROBI DIRECT.£1485 

Lilongwe £500 ! BOMBAY/DELHI £880 BANGKOK £1350 


EUROPE 


MIDDLE FAST 


Toulouse 

Istanbul 

Pads 

Amsterdam 

Lyon 

Vienna 


fr £115 
£141 
£75 
£75 
£97 
£107 


Dubai 
Jeddah 
Abu Dhabi 


fir £277 
£345 
£335 


MANY MORE 
DESTINATIONS 
AVAILABLE 


We aho do a bndnre on Africa, 
Wh Tndii Ocean. Do not forge* 
to request your copy today. 

AFRICA/EUROPE 

0181 902 1061 
[other destinations 
0181 903 8526 


I : 


f) 


N .ZEALAND fr£720pp 

inc 2 rJgh‘5 free. 

QCCOfri fn Los Angalss 

~ 'month JWEtfp 
Free Insurance ✓ •*’' w 

bsssSon - *K3.-m<3) - 


Prices from CkfSf Prices from 

New York £159 Vietnam 

Florida £180 Jo’burg 

S.Fran’co £250 Boston £170 Sydney £570 Harare £475 

LAngeles£250 Denver £250 Hong Kong £445 Nairobi £324 

Chicago £230 Toronto £205 Bangkok £395 India £325 

Dallas £230 Vancouver £285 Singapore £405 Dubai £285 


FLIGHT BOOM 



Americas & Europe 

0171 757 2000 

Australia & NZ 

0171 757 2468 

Ipirsl & Business Class 

0171 757 2500 


Best Valuer-Air Fares-Car Hire-Hotels-Insurance 

1 tarn are ratrni Bobts. subject m ■nUfllft annul & regional supplements, tt wmtaigai A msnrimj 
ATOL2S62 IATA 


Also at Galwlck 

01293 568 300 

Qpan 7 days 7am-l0pm 


And GLASGOW 
0141 2041919 


ABTA D0806/V88I 


.GUARANTEED LOWEST AIRFARES ON SCHEDULED AIRLINES 


OPEN 7 DAYS 




★ USA AND 
CANADA * 


★New York 

tram £167 

* 80(1100 

from £167 

it Baltimore 

Irian £189 

★Washington 

tan £200 

★Miami 

from £200 

★Chicago 

tan £200 

★Philadelphia 

tarn £204 

★Dallas 

from £230 

★Orlando 

tarn £239 

★Seattle 

from £250 

★San Frandsco 

tan £250 

★Los Angeles 

from £250 


♦ Montreal taw £149 
♦Toronto ton £159 

♦ Calgary tam£245 
♦Vancouver from £245 


** SPECIAL OFFER ** 

MONTREAL £149 

on ‘.2 ,v 15 Me'tn 
re- 7 mqhts 


Eclfpse 

M DIRECT 


C0990 399 326 


tine Open: Monfri 8anh8pm, Sat 9am-5pa > Son TOaohSpm. 
M fans wlnriEM cam CgMi jUjea UMbttqr and ezUc *p« dm 
I fal data Win *H0BUd ACTkVBO xna.31 MBA 



Besf Preaiura Class Offers iron Americana!:' 
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^ . PBK 8 2888 JCfBUBG £888 

wTZk n uanuB on bosgbxg con 

- ■ 7 roam an non um 

diurna l* q u asi £sss u imspb ks t» 

RnmcuooREBflz snscmraciBSE onQxaxcnsnB 
oaB3msBB&CTPT05Bxoi(aomi maagx RsaiB3 

WffiBAgnTW<PJg33aB TnB^»Ti»n nna : > >«in » m: 

Gommamn 


0171 636 3055 


•ZXCANA’S mrSEtiSAUOXAL BEST OFFERS!!! 
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00000 S399 FUNCHAL 

memos smeasm. 
taxman e msGEscu. 
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sunk 

asm 
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uu 
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tm naiiTH 


nan Mssm 1328 

£173 RSR£S an 

£ 89 BEWO BIEflB £248 

gjaavstnaa. an 

, , r -- £149 BCE UN 

gm catBnmna tiigapoKo un 

rsstaoB) anas mo csudso tm 

mw flmmma wa OSLO £123 

£ ct fflHMMg Bi on 

™™ 8SOT e “ £288 

an 

_ BM 

mwnzm tm 


ABERDEEN £29 

GLASGOW £29 

EDINBURGH £29 

INVERNESS £29 

AMSTERDAM £35 

NICE £49 

BARCELONA £49 

All (ores single exd. fc» from London Luton Ai/pcrt 

easyJet 

Call 01582 44 55 55 anytime 



■ Top scheduled airfines. 

* Best stopover choice- = 

Far East, USA & more. 7 

' itineraries tailored to your ^ 

exact wishes. ii 

s- 

■ Car & campervan hire, 
aic rail & coach passes; 

1 Accommodation from 
budget to luxury. 


S * 


AUSTRALIA 

FARES FROfVI 

£545 

RETURN 


NEW ZEALAND 

.->r»d or fluilr.ilin 

FARES FROM 




RETURN 


IRA/BBAG 


OFFICIALLY APPOINTED I 


• AGENT 


12 High Street, Alton, Hants, GU341 BN V 
373375Hie Strand, London WOR OJF LS 
*■£*£*, 52 Regent Street, London, W1R60X 

n lOast^pm Londoa FAX: 01420-82133 or <H79-497 2923 or 0171-287 «22 

AH tara> ■ *! «« to »v«B«MDty. ttemlethNu mpply. mtJt for dotslh. 



^DVENTURE TRAVEL AND FLIGHTS AT ^FORDABLE PRfCES 
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-CURRENT BEST BUYS- 
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NEW 10(0_£119_EUS 

-:i£S—US9 
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UXMGHS_£219—059 

cetw- m 


SPECIAL 

Olflilt! 


EYCYPT& 

ISRAEL 

lOMXM'CURO 
-natwi.THAnv 
- IDNDON 

£ 279 ™ 


-AROUND THE WORLD- 

•ri*B4 lahinmliHi * • AacUjad * teplr* IhIM ■ <M9 


LtndM * Ndrobl _ . 

WImIh liehUwcsa nBqc hm. <mmU GW u B, or 4 bcA,« fbdnan taMj 

wrote nn-OtfibtdPur'fenuMk adk pranioiw jam ntfmmatt 


LONCHAUL- 0171 937 5122 TRANSATLANTIC & EUROPEAN": 0171 9372654 


52 EARLS COURT ROAD, KENSINGTON, LONDON W8 6E] 
OPEN: MONDAY TO JPJOAY 9AM-6?M, SATURDAY TQAM-ZPM 
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WHISK UK 
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£59 

£188 


UBGSim 
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*58 

bim fEBSSCOU 
f „IEBFK30a 

£88 
£659 

marnt 

£189 

5fSHn3DBGH £199 
"“100100 an 
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no8HSSCHl£SE369 
***8 IDEBOKJBS £398 
U49 81Z£KSDBBH2Q(£189 
OBSSESD £269 

S4USEBHCH0 E2» 
t3X tOOk £179 

£168 nODCHQQfflO £699 
£ a HnxcH cm 
rywciaa BOCEESIEH £199 

ta5 «« um 

£2{A BOTUSDSH £69 

oaa acBammi on 
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£"500X003 ££69 
^ SCTHECO £268 
MjfH OaSCOCM 
oa SSHTODONBGaaa 
£389 
£699 


HUUAH^I £16B r" - SO HIM 

lanosoffis £S29 £4IB saomnio 
Bomw ImfES? ™£on 

aUH i Bi *M8 SnODOBB 

rmn SS UMKa CUSEBRIZ 

encoy pwnif *5YHaS £268 SEOUL 
C2SCU1I ^IE gaG/HB IE £ 38 SMGflPOBE 

tap^ra ^ULowaa: tm sons 

OTErani SS 1080 " £ 83 S P BBQJ H D 

HMffM £3« OTTEEBOai £268 SnVKHGffl 
cassnoai SgKBOCO B cub szuw 

CHUB BIFIDS CMsffSSP 1 ® £*<8 _ 

CSSHUSTOR rwa ltam £678 gTOCTHMIl 
anBOIE ™«™»WUK £119 gUTOSHT 

{“sraacosE 
£is9 mm 
£148 


£288 

on 


THAI 

SUPER SAVER FARES 


£485.00 

London - Bangkok 

RETURN 


£545.00 

London - Phuket, 
Chiang Mai, 
Chiang Rai or 
Surat Thani 

RETURN 

Super Saver Fares valid lor travel between 
1 st March —30th June ‘97 Plus uxes as applicable 
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^fuomanr 
DOBS 

anil 

DUSSE1D0BF 

EDWOBTC B 

STUBBE 

B BO 

FMHF1BT 

CBEEPOBT 


CHEAPEST: 
PRICES 1 
i •> WORLDWIDE' 

' M 


. 



SUNDIAL 

TRAVEL 


FLIGHT SPECIALISTS 

Europe & Worldwide 


ABonle fr£99 btanbul»£119 
Athens £739 Orlando £199 

Malaga 009 Palma 009 

Gerora £119 Tenerife £99 


Great rates fat hofiday 
car hire at all desSnaflons 


Just oac wll hooks ii u!l 

01276 686808 


CKirwIS^iK moo Hoadjymnm 
Beofl bn KTtX hotden 

VH-MMmnj-SttkNoCCChnr 


ft! LIT ABTA BONDED HJ'jZO 


FaRESAVERSINJETLINE 



^ it. 


5P*iH 

rom-at 

isfua 

CITHCE 

TOTKET 

crmis 

UtAZIA 


1.59 USA 1.169 
79 CARftKJK 20» 
99 $,«T1CA ns 
99 C1WM I7> 
M KW US 
«9 nw EAST 2« 
2S9 AOSTRA1XA 


FLIGHT CENTRE 

WORLDWIDE 

DISCOUNT 

FLIGHTS 


K»it natn Cm K« h 4 Inwn. 

OHETnni 

* r> nIU oet 't o»rt ttotjLC? 



- - !!■* I 

Immacm n«nn n| 
llUMt 59MABH 

I mibubo unw 4*1 
CWMBCS MGMBBM 1**l 




.EMBASSY FLIGHT 
CENTRE 


01476 514666 
ICARUS TRAVEL LTD 


COST FLIGHTS 


■ YNB|/5lBtffH Otuantx 

01202314499 


opptc world travel 


• Alicante t 
Fmo 
Cjnjrios 
Mpla.p.n 
Greece 
Petmj 


r 599 U.S..A ‘"155 
759 A-jjlroIin C525 
C95 Hr.v.1 H59 
res f.-'aiti r.39 
C125 Cyprus C109. 
ess Turkey CiG9 
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h £59 Mm 

EUranJWza to Own 
Tm* (79 n Cl 29 
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sM CB9 Canada COS 


Reta.l * 5 * 1 -,!* Ipr 6T0L ncirers 

01273 700737 


CAPITAL FLIGHTS 
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Cat m. HnMa anil wtutaitea 

0171 2094000. 

UIA BMC Ml VO* fer Alt*. M*n 
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ana™ £269j™™ 
COBUD £218 
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COLOGHE flagESs S^i.r 
COFHESGHI £ 89 mumiwh 
DBUSmV £22S HATmmne 

nOBSOB £289 hEUOOBHE 
MMS8 81MM £399 MEMBHB 
Down £S99KOCDCDT 
DITTOS £ 26 a tiiiir 
«IH E329KHJU 
DEOTE8 £249 MHiuir i m - 
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£s «9 masaous 


1RJB1T mw 
THESSHjOB® us 
70UG0 
™tooo 
^ TOBcaro 

^ TOOIOBSE 

^ mesas 

*279 tom 
US TOOS 
£88 mm 
£249 YSLE8CK 
raw BnjMiiBo 


Nobody knows Thailand 
better than Thai. 

Fly smooth as silk on Thai’s daily 
non-stop scheduled flights from 
London to Bangkok. Your 
gateway for our services to 20 
destinations throughout Thailand 

For further details and booking conditions ph 
Super Sanr Fares and all our services in 
Thailand, contact your travel agent or call 
Toiii direct on London 
0171-499 9113 

or Manchester 1001 

Smooth as silk 
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SPREAD 
VOpB W1MQSHI 


0171 637 7853 
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CARIBBEAN FACT FILE 


Continued from page L5 
20-2-* between the ten bed¬ 
rooms m the main house and 
two separate, Balmese-style 
villas. Bali Hi and Bali Lo. 
with free run of their own 
private island for 'as long as 
they can afford it — which 
may not be very Ions. Necker 

costs £10,000 a day - divisi¬ 
ble among as many guests as 
can get on with each other for 
a week or more. A New York 
broker recently took the place 

for ten days for £100.000 — 
just for himself, his wife and 
their baby. Larger groups are 
thenorm. 

Necker is run for Branson 
by Mark and Joanne 
Netherwood. a genial young 
Australian husband-and-wife 
team, and would be the ideal 
place to take ail your friends if 
you won the lottery. 

Beside the sleekly fur¬ 
nished main house, which 
has a full-size snooker table 
and stattf-of-rhe-art hi-fi sys¬ 
tem. lies a sizeable pool 
commanding stunning views 


across the sea to neighbour¬ 
ing islands. There are break¬ 
fast areas, sunset seals, a 
gym, island walks and end¬ 
less nooks and crannies, as 
well as three different beach¬ 
es. one with tennis courts and 
barbecue area. But meals — 
included in the price with as 
much as you can drink — are 
strictly communal. 

Those who share Bransons 
taste for madcap adventure 
can para sail behind a speed- 
beat or water-ski behind a 
helicopter. There are even 
plans for a "monkey run" so 
visitors can abseil from house 
to beach. Branson’s own spa¬ 
cious master bedroom, with 
its private rooftop terrace, 
should suit the group leader 
as well as it did Diana, for 
whom the island proved the 
perfect escape from prying 
lenses. Necker is the ultimate 
boll-hole for those with 
money to bum. 

• The author whs a guest of 
Caribbean Connection. 
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-Jumby Bay 


m British Airways (0345 222111) 
flics to Antigua from £771; as docs 
BWIA (0181-5771100} from £752. 

M. Necker Island tan only be 
booked direct, as below. Package 
deals at all the others, including 
return flights from the UK. are 
available from Caribbean 
Connection (01244 3411.31) and 
Elegant Resorts (01244 897999). 
Prices vary according to season. 

K Club: from EX206 to £4j449 
per person, seven nights hill-board 
in cottage room. Jumby Bay: 

£Z358 lo £4,448 per person, seven 
nights full board in a deluxe 
junior suite. Montpelier £1,058 to 
£1.%0 per person, seven nights 
bed and breakfast only in a 
premier room. 

BARBUDA 

Address K Club. Barbuda. 
Antigua. Windward islands (001 
26S 460 0.300). 

Twelve-minute, seven-mile 
transfer by courtesy bus from 
Barbuda’s Codrington airstrip 
(20minute flight from Antigua £113 
each way by hotel’s private jet or 
E17 each way by scheduled LI AT 
flight); 28 spacious, air- 
conditioned cottage rooms with 
large shower/bathroom, 
seafront terrace with bar. patio 
dining area and private beach 
frontage; 12 garden villas and 
luxury suites also available at 
higher prices. 

Daily rates for room in single nr 
double cottage, based on two 
people sharing: £1.100 
(Derember 16-April 14); £600 (April 
15-May 31): £500 (June i-August 
31). Cosed September l-November 
14. Reopens (November 15- 
December 15.) Prices do nnt 
include government (ax of 8.5 
percent, and 10 percent service 
charge. Antigua departure tax is 
E8 per person. Prices include all 
meals (but not drinks), room 
sendee, picnic service, tennis 
(floodlit), snorkelling, 
windsurfing, sailing boats, TV and 
video room. K Club assistance 
at Antigua airport 
Available ax extra cost deep-sea 
fishing, reef and bone fishing, 
water-skiing, bird watching, 
gair. massage, hairdresser. 

All major credit cards accepted. 
Dress code "Elegantly casual" 
(jackets and ties not required). 
Children under 12 not accepted. 


ANTIGUA 

Address: Jumby Bay Island, PO 
Box 243. St John’s. Antigua (00126S 
462 6000). Three miles (20 
minutes by courtesy bus and fenry) 
from V.G Bird airport, Antigua, 
a nine-hour BA direct flight from 
London, All-inclusive daily 
rates: Luxury villa (two-three 
bedroom, price per room for 
two guests) £1,100 (December 20- 
January 3); £1.050 (January 4- 

Febnuiy 1); £1,100 (February 2-2S); 
£880 (April 6-May 24 and 
November 2-December 18), £800 
(May 25-November 1). Deluxe 
junior suite £800 (20 Dec-3 Jan, 2- 
28 Feb), £700 (4 Jan-I Feb). E566 
(6 April-24 May. 2 Nov-18 Dec). 

£440 (25 May-1 Nov). 

Prices do not include 
government tax of Si percent and 
service charge of 10 per cent. 
Departure tax: £8 per person. 

Prices indude: accommodation, 
all meals including unlimited 
house wine, cocktails, launch 
and airport taxi postage, 

American newspapers, use of 
tennis courts, snorkelling gear, 
sailing boats, sailboards, fitness 
centre, bicycle and croquet 
Available at extra cost 
chartered sailing, deep-sea fishing, 
golf, resident tennis pro. scuba 
diving and instruction, water- 
skiing, massage, laundry, 
sightseeing/shopping excursions to 
Antigua (induding the casino). 

All major credit cards accepted. 
Dress code "elegantly casual" 

(long trousers and shirts with 
collars for men in the evenings). 
October-May: no children under 
eighL 

NEVIS 

Address: Montpdier Plantation. 

PO Box 474. Nevis. Windward 
Islands (001869 469 3462). 

Twelve miles (30 minutes by taxi 
costing £13) from Nevis airport 
accessible by 30-fninufr LIAT flight 
from Antigua for £35 each way. 
Sixteen rooms, (nine with king- 
size bed, eight with two doubles, 
one family suite. Daily rates for 
double room, bed & breakfast only: 
£187 (December 15-ApriI 15). £120 
(April 16-December 14). Lunch, 
dinner and drinks extra. 

Prices do not indude 
government tax of 7 per cent and 
service charge of 10 percent 
Nevis departure tax: £7 per person. 
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Pinney’s Beach on Nevis, where Diana, Princess of Wales arrived unexpectedly to spend a holiday 


Prices indude: bed and 
breakfast, afternoon tea. use of ' 
private beach (25 minutes away 
by courtesy bus), tennis courts, 
snorkelling gear. 

Available at extra cost: golf (at 
nearby Four Seasons Resort), 
tennis lessons, deep-sea fishing, 
scuba diving and other 
waterepoits. Credit cards 
accepted. 

Dress code "casual chic to 
informal” (long trousers and shirts 
with collars for men in the 
evenings). Children over eight 
welcome. 

NECKER 

Address: PO Box 1091. The 
Valley. Virgin Gorda, British 
Virgin Islands (809 494 2757). 

UK bookings via Virgin Ultimate, 
120 Campden Hill Road. 


London WS 7AR (0171-727-S000). 
Half-hour transfer by private 
launch from Tortola airport, 
accessible by 90-minute flight from 
Antigua cost £I0S return. 

Helicopter transfer from St 
Thomas (US Virgin Islands) 
available at extra charge. 

Ten'double rooms in main 
house, plus two in separate villas. 
Daily rates for entire island, 
including transfer and all rooms, 
all meals and drinks, staff of 22. 
use of pool, tennis courts and gym. 
Sunfish and sailing dinghies, 
water-skiing mid snorkel 
equ ip ment, for20-24 guests. 

$16,000 per day: for 15-19 guests. 
$15,000 per day: for eight to 14 
guests. $13,000-. for one to seven 
guests. $11,000. 

Price includes a boat to visit 
other islands, laundry and business 
facilities, seven percent local 


tax. Available at extra cost 
travel arrangements to and from 
UK. scuba diving anil 
instruction, deep-sea fishing, yacht 
charter, secretarial assistance. A 
25 per cent service charge is 
payable on departure- 
supplement charged during' 
Christmas and Easter. No dress 
code. Children welcome. 

■ Reading: The Travel 
Bookshop (0171-229 5260) 
recommends: The Traveller's 
Tree, by Patrick Leigh Fermor 
(Penguin. £7.99). Diving Guide 
to the Eastern Caribbean, by 
Martha Watkins Gilkes 
(Macmillan, £10.95). Cruising 
Around the Caribbean 
(Thomas Cook. £15.99). The 
Northeastern Caribbean, by 
James Henderson (Cadogan, 
£9.99). 


Happy as 
a sandboy 

The island of Aruba is one of the 
best-kept secrets in the Caribbean 


T he car number plates 
are a cheerful red and 
cany the slogan Aruba: 
One Happy Island. ITS naff, 
bur remarkably dose to being 
true. This, was once a deserted 
parch of rock rising from the 
Caribbean 15 miles off the 
coast of Venezuela, covered in 
cacti and visited only by the 
occasional pirate. Now it has 
miles of palm-fringed beaches, 
breakers and white sand, 
dream hotels and restaurants. 

The climate is warm, about 
82 degrees all year round, with 
cooling trade winds, and it lies 
outside the hurricane belt The 
perfect spot for a romantic 
interlude in die Wesr Indies — 
so why have we never heard of 
Aruba? 

Mostly because it is a for¬ 
mer Dutch colony, not • a 
British one. Holland s eized 
Aruba in 1636 and, apart from 
a brief occupation in the 
Napoleonic Wars, it has been 
Dutch ever sines. It has be¬ 


come one of the most attractive 
islands in the Caribbean, but 
its visitors are from the United 
States, Latin America and the 
Netherlands. Almost no one 
goes there from Britain and we 
are definitely missing out 

The island is small, 19 miles 
by six. Apart from the beaches 
and the climate, its magic lies 
in its people. They are de¬ 
scended from the Arawak 
Indians, Dutch or Spanish 
settlers and negroes from oth¬ 
er islands (there was no slav¬ 
ery on Aruba), and are 
.warmly welcoming. Apart 
from one oil refinery. Aruba 
lives by tourism, but there is 
more to it than that; as 
Arubans smile in the sunlight, 
they seem genuinely eager to 
. share their good fortune. 

What they have to share Ls a 
tropical paradise and a legacy 
of Dutch rule that has left 
them a standard of living not 
far behind Western Europe. 
There is no ex-colonial resent- 



Dutch-styJe buildings in Oranjestad. the main town 


ment; over steins of Heineken. 
Holland is spoken of with 
misty-eyed affection. 

The Dutch have bequeathed 
good schools, an excellent 
health service, modern roads 
and an island of manicured 
neatness straight out of the 
polders. Everyone' speaks 
English, as well as Dutch. 
Spanish and the local Fapiu- 
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memo. There may be only 
SI.U00 Arubans, hut they con¬ 
stitute an autonomous prov¬ 
ince within the Netherlands — 
amazed and amused thar they 
have been given their own 
parliament, flay and national 
anthem. The government 
sends its young people tu 
university in America nr Hol¬ 
land. the economy is buoyant, 
with no shanty towns and 
minimal crime. 

International hotels are con¬ 
cent nit evl along the north-west 
coast, a luxurious new 40U 
room Marion. Holiday Inn. 
Hyatt and so mi. .Smaller 
Jncjilly-tiwned hotels are of 
equally high standard and 
purl laps more friendly. A good 
evainplc is Ilk' Kucati Beach, 
owneil anil managcvl by 
Ltv.tld Biemans and his wife 
Susan, riglu on the shore 's'ifh 
o' wvll-ap|»«nted moms, all 
with an ocean view. There are 
also guest houses, villas and 
apartments. 

Eating out is varied and 
gut*1 value. At Brisasdel Mar. 
Lucia Rasmijn offers lobster, 
htiby shark and a kaleidoscope 
of other setiftKai in a waterside 
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fishing shed; the Ellis family's 
Papiamento restaurant has an 
international menu, with ta¬ 
bles around the swimming 
pool in the garden of a colonial 
mansion that is also their 
home. Snack meals are inex¬ 
pensive, dinner under the 
stars in an idyllic setting — of 
which there are many — from 
£20 a head. 

Y ou can hire the gear for 
scuba diving, wand¬ 
surfing and most other 
watersports; water-skiing Ls 
available and a submarine 
called Atlantis runs underwa¬ 
ter tours. Apart from renting a 
jeep or mountain bike to 
explore the island, there is 
riding and golf. As wdl as 
numerous bars and night¬ 
clubs. Aruba has 11 casinos 
with roulette, blackjack and 
rows of one-armed bandits, 
pulled for hours by gum- 
chewing Mid-Westerners with 
glazed eyes. 

But there is no point going 
unless you are looking for total 
hedonism in a place that 
pretends, quire successfully, 
that all the problems in the 
world have evaporated. “Ours 
is a happy paper." said the 


editor of Aruba Today. “We 
don’t print any bad news." 
live like an Aruban — relax in 
the sun. eat and drink well, 
make love within sound of 
Caribbean breakers. Forget 
sightseeing. 

Despite 300 years of Dutch 
occupation, there is little sign 
of the past: some delicate 
wood-carving in the Church of 
St Anna, one windmill and a 
few Amsterdam-style gabled 
houses-in the main town, 
Oranjestad. The rusty masts 
of the single German freighter 
sunk in the Second World War 
haVe become a major attrac¬ 
tion for boat trips. 

So few British visitors go, 
thar you cannot fly direct. But 
there are regular KLM flights 
from Amsterdam, with con¬ 
nections from Heathrow and 
13 other UK airports, includ¬ 
ing Bristol. Edinburgh and 
Manchester. 

The best starling point for 
.information is die. Aruba 
Tourism Authority. The 
nearest office is in The Hague 
(but the staff speak English). 

Michael Hartland 

• The author was a guest of KLM 
and Journey Latin America. 


ARUBA FACT FILE 


■ KLM flies from ™ 

Heathrow and 13 regional . CAFtBB&lN ‘ •| BiniSW f 
airports via Amsterdam. : .V.'-S£A ■ ■ ■ 

Return flights, from £439. '• ' _ ; " J • T’ ' 

and accommodation can _--'V ~ ... "V." r' 

be booked through . COLOMBIA •‘Cunatoao 

Journey Latin America. r^^Laku • i ' 

14-16 Devonshire Road. / bfanazi*fe ' r - “ 

London W42HD Sgmjlgs 

(0181-7473108). .. v ' * T'"'" 

■ Other companies VENtZUELA^^. 

include North American 

Travel,241 Kensington •' Utv. • Kv. ^3 

High Street, London W8 vMamcab o BA J 

6SA(0171-91383737).The . >= ’ "• " 

Travel Design Company. . 

51 High Street Reigate * ' „ 

RH29RT (01737 222250). 

■ Reservations for the Aruba Marriott Resort can be made 
through Marriott worldwide {0800221222): rooms from £130 a 
day. Rooms at the Bucuti Beach Resort (00 29 7831100) cost from 
£93 a day. 

■ Details of guest houses and apartments from the Aruba 
Tourism Authority in The Hague (00 3170 356 6220). 

■ Reading: A Short History of the West Indies by J. H.Parry. 
(MacmULm. £7.95) Travels with My Trombone by Henry 
Shukinan (Flamingo, £6.99). Caribbean Fielding Guide (£13.95). 
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Join Silver Clouds Transatlantic cruise with 
full Cordon Bleu culinary experience from 
£4,405 (inc. 10% E.B. Incentive). 

[special Optional £399 Business Class supplement | 
wnh Silver sea Writ® or phone 08001S1771 fax 01714341410. 
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. 1000 feet above the tranquil hay of Kyrenia stands the 

enchanting castle of St HUarion. Famed for inspiring 
SIS Wd]l Disney to create die Castle of Slewing Beauty, 
""Wmn ma i es ty mountainous setting is typical of 
the scenic ^tendour of Northern Cyprus. 

Visitors can revel in the markets of Nicosia, the local dishes 
of sea front cafes, and relax in a culture of alluring simplicity. 

. North Cyprus is truly the spirit and soul of Cyprus. 


DISCOVER FOR YOURSELF... 


THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN, 
SUEZ CANAL & RED SEA ABOARD AEGEAN I 




Join Vbyzges of Discovery for a memorable 7, 10 or IJ sight 
cruise and enjoy the opportunity to visit some of the most 
fascinating sites and cities in the world. Petra, Luxor. Damascus, 
Jerusalem. Cairo & Pyramids, Ephesus, Istanbul... 

I ITINERARIES 

Crusaders, Christians & Cairenes 7 Nights f 4th Match ‘97 | 
Crete. Syria. Cyprus. Israel. Egypt, Turin 1 . ! 

Eastern Mediterranean Delights 7 Nights 21st March ‘97 
Turtsey, Egypt. Israel P days). Cyprus. Rhodes. Crete. 

Easter in the Holy Land 7 Nights 28th March ‘97 
. Crete. Egypt. Israel {2 days), ftttmos. Turkey 
Splendours of the Eastern Mediterranean 7 Nights 4th April *97 
Turkey, Syria, Israel, Egypt. Santorini. Athens 

Eastern Treasures 7 Nights 17th October ‘97 

Greece, Israel Turin- (Kusadasi & Istanbul) ■ | 

Red Sea Discovery 11 Nights 7th November ‘97 

Greece, Turkey, Syria, Cyprus, Israel, Egypt. Suez Canal. Jordan. 

Red Sea Explorer 10 Nights ISih November “97 
l Egypt, Jordan, Suez Canal. Israel, Turkey. Greece. 


Cruise fares from just £545 for 7 night 
cruises include return flights from 

k Gatwick or Manchester, ail 
port and airport taxes: all 
meals and entertainment 
on board. 


For further details 
call us now; 


24 hour brochureline 01293 433041 
Reservations 01293 433030 
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Cyprus 

** The Spirit and Soul of Cyprus 


Tri 054155 56 50 

for a brochure, 
or cal! 01716311930 
fornimmjbrmatwn. 


_ VOYAGES Of 

DISCOVERY 

Voyages of Discovery. Premiere House. Bctls Way. 
Crawley. Wc&i Sussex. RH10 2GB 

Tel: 0*293 433030 Fax: 01293 43303 6 

Vcyagus of Discovery is a iradmg name of 
AQ Leisure Hotidayi LuL Address as above. 


Norm Ci ntus Touxsi Office. 29 Bedford Square, London, WC1B 3EG. 
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Tunisia: The views, mosques and forts of past invaders are extravagant - but you c an get a good m ea l for £2 ^ 



GBSARP CHAM PLOW 


The ruins of Carthage beside the Mediterranean are a popular stop on the main tourist trail in Tunisia, complementing the Roman amphitheatre at El Jem, the Great Mosque at Kairooan and the once formidable fortress of Mahdia 


W ith its reliable 
sunshine, white 
sandy beaches, 
and bargain- 
basement prices, Tunisia is 
one of the most promising 
holiday spots in the Mediter¬ 
ranean, combining a touch of 
North African exotic with 
French sophistication. 

Although most of the tourist 
hotels are at Monastir, or 
along die beach towards 
Hammamet, anyone staying 
on this stretch of coast should 
visit the ancient city of Sousse. 
Its natural harbour and cen¬ 
tral position, have attracted, 
over the centuries, Romans. 
Byzantines. Vandals and 
Arabs. Today, the old medina, 
on the hillside above the port. 


Tunisia 

MsBfWaridsbiaSbgiePmatBsB 
Sample the exotic defig Ws of thb 
unique land or try your hand at Hw 
many sports an otter from watersports 
& horse riding to tennis and golf. 

£1 89 pp for 7 nights 
fa a Brochure ran and quote TSIM 


From the Vandals to tourists 


01273206531 


is still surrounded by a sturdy 
stone wall and battlements, 
and the skyline is a jumble of 
minarets and towers. Yet the 
pavement opposite the Place 
Farhat Hached is lined with 
cafes and restaurants, and die 
atmosphere is relaxed and 
sophisticated. It could easily 
be Marseilles. 

Here, wealthy Tunisians 
and tourists sip espressos, 
smoke cigarettes and watch 
the world go by — including 
the trains that trundle through 
the middle of town. 

Inside the old medina is the 
Great Mosque, founded in'the 
9th century, and beyond are 
the narrow alleyways and 
lanes of the bazaar, figs and 
spices, leather and dothes. 
jewellery and watches, souve¬ 
nirs and perfumes entice the 
senses. Butchers’stalls display 
a cow’s head with a blade of 
grass hanging out of its 
mouth, like James Dean with 
a cigarette. Yet what makes 
Sousse special are the numer¬ 


ous stone steps that rise steep¬ 
ly from the pore. The panora¬ 
ma from the top is stunning, 
encompassing the medina, the 
port and the sparkling 
Mediterranean. 

In the top comer of the 
medina is the kasbah, which 
grew up around the huge 
Khalef Tower. Today, this 
former fort houses the dty 
museum (entry is via Boule¬ 
vard Marechal Tito). Exhibits 
indude Roman statues and 
superb mosaics illustrating 
daily life and tire local animals 
and fish, like many of the 
archaeological sites in Tuni¬ 
sia. Sousse museum has the 
bonus of a pleasant, leafy 
courtyard and a large, shady, 
relaxing tea garden. 

Beyond Sousse, one of the 
most stunning sights is the 
huge, well-preserved 2nd-cen¬ 
tury amphitheatre at El Jem, 
which can be reached by bus. 
louage (shared taxi) or train. 
The 30.000-seat amphitheatre 
dominates the town. Inside. 


the site is a maze of archways 
and passages, balconies and 
seats, buttresses and cham¬ 
bers. But it's hard to envisage 
the gory Roman spectacles 
that were held here — animals 
pitted against men, Christians 
slaughtered. 

A short journey from El Jem 
is Mahdia. a fishing town built 
on a peninsula on the Sadi el 
coast In die IOth century. 
Mahdia was the capital of the 
Fatimids. who ruled Tunisia 
and later Egypt A huge wall 
was built across tine headland 
and the only entrance was 
through a massive stone gate, 
and then a long, dark passage. 

The Spanish destroyed the 
walls of Mahdia in 1554, but 
you can still enter the old town 
through a 16th century recon¬ 
struction of the gateway and 
get some idea of how intimi¬ 
dating it must have been. 

Inside, is the old medina 
with stone slab pavements, a 
few small mosques and nu¬ 
merous weaving workshops. 


The centre of the medina is 
the Place du Caire, a cool, leafy 
square where old men sit 
drinking tea and smoking 
water pipes. Beyond is the 
Great Mosque and. further 
on. the hilltop fort. 


N ear the fort, excava¬ 
tions of ancient 
buildings are being 
carried out How¬ 
ever. the fort itself is only 
worth a visit for the view from 
its battlements. Immediately 
below are the narrow streets of 
the old town, but stretching 
into the distance an array of 
tourist hotels spreads out 
along the coastline in the 
direction of Monastir. 

El Jem and Mahdia can be 
visited easily on the same day. 
but one other “must" trip from 
Sousse requires at least a full 
day to do it justice. About an 
hour’s drive from Sousse is 
Kairouan, the holy city of 
Tunisia and fourth in Islam 
(after Mecca. Medina and 
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■ Getting there: A return flight from London to Tunis with 
Air France (0181-742 6600) via Paris costs from £192. plus tax. 
Alitalia (Q171-602 7111) via Rome from £179, plus tax. The 
nearest airport to Sousse is at Monastir. 

■ Auteurs (01706 240033) offers seven-day packages to 
Tunisia in April from £159. Panorama Holidays (01273 
206531) offers a seven-night stay at Les Citronniers Hotel in 
Hammamet for £149. In June, Wigmore Holidays (0171-486 
4425) offers a week's half-board at the three-star Marti aba 
Hotel in Sousse from £329. 

■ Getting around. Within Tun isia./ouages (shared taxis) are 
the quickest and most convenient form of transport The 
train is cheap and comfortable but slow and infrequent 
Sousse to'Mahdia takes 90 minutes and costs about £3. The 
bus to Kairouan takes 90 minutes and costs about £2. Try to 
find a seat on the shady side. 

■ What to eat and drink: One of the pleasures of a trip to 
Tunisia is the opportunity to sample French cuisine at a 
fraction of the usual price. Sousse is well-known for its 
seafood. Tunisian dishes worth trying include the thick 
chorba soups, couscous, the local semolina dish; merguez, a 


Jerusalem). The rity was 
founded by Oqba Ibn Nafi in 
AD 670 and became the capi¬ 
tal of the Aghiabids, the Arab 
rulers of Tunisia. It was once 
said that seven visits here were 
worth one to Mecca and, up 
until late last century, Chris¬ 
tians could obtain entry only 
with an official permit. 

Here, few concessions are 
made to tourists and the 
character is unmistakably old 
and venerable, with several 
impressive gateways still 
standing. Most tourists arrive 
at the Place des Martyrs, near 
the Bab edi Chouhada gate. 
There is a large square here 
with several outdoor cafes. 

Near the mosque ticket of¬ 
fice are the Aghlabid Pools, 
built in the 9th century in the 
hope that they’ would produce 
humidity and reduce the sum¬ 
mer heat The plan backfired 
because the pools became a 
breeding ground for mosqui¬ 
toes which spread malaria. 

Of the many places to visit 


spicy sausage, and 
shawarma kebabs. The 
local wine is excellent. 

■ Prices: Even in the centre 
of Tunis a good meal costs 
under £2 and a night's stay 
at large colonial-style hotels 
(such as the Claridge in 
Sousse) is about £5 per 
person. 


here, the best is the Barber 
Mosque, a short distance 
along the Avenue de la 
Repubtique. This is an exqui¬ 
site place with wonderful mo¬ 
saics of coloured tiles, stucco 
carved ceilings, decorative 
lamps, archways, cool court¬ 
yards and carpet-floored 
chambers. Abtl Zama el 
Belaoui, one of the compan¬ 
ions of the Prophet, is buried 
here, and the wealth of carpets 
is explained by lhe tradition 
that the young girls of the dty 
present the first carpet they 
make to the mosque. 

At the opposite end of the 
medina. through a maze of 
alleyways, is the Great 
Mosque, a large and powerful 
structure, surprisingly simple 
and bare after the Barber 
Mosque. It is worth visiting, if 
only to see the white and blue- 
washed houses along the way, 
and the extravagant doorways 
with their carved lintels and 
ornate wooden doors. The 
louvred shutters of the upper 


Mediterranean Sea 

~ Tunisia i 
• Hammamet 

Kafrou ?’ * Sousse 


storeys indicate the French 
influence. 

The Great Mosque was 
built mostly in AD 836. Inside, 
a huge open courtyard and a 
large prayer which is a forest 
of columns and candelabra. 
Local tradition says that any¬ 
body who counts them all will 
turn blind. 

Back near the Bab ech 
Chouhada is the ornate 
Ghariani Mosque and the Bir 
Barouta. which, though it 
looks like a mosque, is a well. 
At the top of a rickety flight of 
stairs a camel tramps endless¬ 
ly round, drawing up holy 
water, it’s said that those who 
drink the water will one day- 
return to Kairouan — but 
diarrhoea would seem a much, 
more likely result 


F urther from Sousse. 
but worth the journey, 
are the caves and 
ruins-of Cap Bon pen¬ 
insula, the fantastic Roman 
sites near Le Kef. and the 
ancient ruins of Carthage, 
which spread among the mod¬ 
em villas north of Tunis. 

But before leaving Sousse, 
be sure to walk through the 
narrow stone door of the 
Ribat a 9th-century fortified 
monastery, and climb to the 
top of the tower for a final view 
of the rity. Below is the 
courtyard of the Great 
Mosque, and the fortified dty 
wall. Beyond, ships lie tied up 
in port — and, once again, the 
beaches of the Med beckon. 

Richard Moverley 


Monastir 
El Jem • 


- TUNISIA 


■ Where to stay: Hotels ALGERIA 
cost from E10 per room at 

the Ernira. 52 rue de France j TUffi 

(22 63 25); Claridge, 10 100mflas 
Avenue Bourguiba (22 47 LIBYA 

59). From E30 per room at 

Nour Justinia. Avenue Hedi Chaker (22 6S 66): Marhaba 
Club, Bid 7 Novembre (24 21 70). 

■ Reading: Tunisia, The Rough Guide (£10.99): Rome in 
Africa, by Susan Raven (Routledgc. £14.99). 
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One more 
cometto 

- after the 
garden 



I sola Bella is a pleasure 
galley of a garden. Its 
sione terrace bows out 
through the cool, blue 
water of Lake Maggiore carry¬ 
ing a revel of gods, goddesses 
and unicorns. Bishop Burnet, 
visiting the island in 1684. 
wrote that it was “worthy of 
fairies, who have transported 
here a portion of the ancient 
gardens of Hesperides". 1 had 
hoped it would have a kind of 
Disney appeal for my child¬ 
ren, aged five and six. White 
peacocks strutted past terra¬ 
cotta pots spilling over with 
pomegranates but the children 
had eyes only for some 
mangey kittens. 

It was the 17th-century Villa 
Carlotta on Lake Como which 
struck a note for the children, 
and there were pleas to return 
there, despite the icecream, 
which was “disgusting-. 

This end of Lake Coma one 
of the deepest lakes in Europe 
at 410m. with its rich soil and 
abundant fishing, has attract¬ 
ed settlements ' since the 
Bronze Age. The Plinys, elder 
and younger, had a villa here, 
the Comoedia, and today the 
lake edges are dotted with 
statusful villas. 

My heart was stolen by the 
steep, southerly gardens' at 
Villa Carlotta. although' it was ' 
August and so there was not a 
flower to be seen on the ISO 
varieties of rhododendrons 
and azaleas. But the. long 
citrus tunnel to the front of the 
house burgeoned, the beeches 
wept copiously and the tulip 
trees, oaks. cork, camphor and 
myrrh trees were huge, mag¬ 
nificent specimens. 

The children were mesmer¬ 
ised by Adarrio Tadolini’s (or 
school of) Eros and Psyche, 
whose delicate pure white 
marble forms . came • -alive 
against the pale blue interior, 
and Francesco Hayez’s ro¬ 
mantic Juliers Last ■ Kiss. 
“Yuk, he kissed her," was die 
response. 

Our holiday was on tire 
basis that the children would 
get lots of swimming but only 
one Ice-cream a day, and I 
would get gardens. We stayed 
in BelJagio at the Belvedere, a 
family-run hotel on a spur 
jutting scenically out into the 
fork of Lake Como. I could 
have asked for no better. Even 
the Villa ITEste, a boat ride 
away and one of the world’s 
most opulent hotels, did not 
have such fine views. 

From our hotel dining room 
and the terrace restaurant 
below were heart-catching 
views across die lake to gla¬ 
cier-carved crags. Shelley'S 
love affair with this lake came 
alive. The weather seemed to 
change by the second, trans¬ 
forming the hills and lake 



Jetties on Lake Como 

■ Thomson Holidays 
(0990 502565) offers 
seven nights at the 
Belvedere Hofei 
Bella gia from £431 
(children from £224), 
with flights, transfers 
and halfboard. 

■ Tourist information 
on 00 39 31950 204. 

■ Reading: The 
Italians, by Luigi 
Barzini (Penguin, £8.99). 
Eating Out in Italy, by 
Diane Seed (Rosen dale 
Press, £11.95). 

Lombardy, Milan and 
the Italian Lakes, by 
Dana Facaros and 

Mi dial Pauls (Cadogan. 
£12.99). Italy: Eyewitness 
Travel Guile (Doriing 
Kindersley, £20). 


from menacing .to magical. 
Sometimes cloud would settle 
below us. giving a celestial 
view across whiteness; the 
' sunset would usually bring a 
momentary stillness to the 
darter of knives and forks and, 
when for two nights thunder¬ 
storms rent the velvet blue sky, 
guests stood in the rain to 
watch the heavenly light show. 

T wenty minutes walk 
from the hotel is the 
neo-Classical 19th- 
century Vflia MeLri- 
d’Eryl, with an azalea 
plantation, a modest water 
garden and a blue and white 
gazebo with views across die 
lake. The garden is beside the 
municipal lido, which has a 
decent pizza and ice-cream 
parlour. 

Our routine was simple: 
breakfast, then down the 
steep, cobbled streets past the 
bakery shops of such won¬ 
drous confections there was a 
pause for window shopping, 
past the shop selling expensive 
hand-made toys, past the Ba¬ 
silica of San Giacoma where 
we lit candles and said a 
prayer, and our through the 
other side of the town to the 
harbour and a small pebble 
beach, where glamorous Ital¬ 
ian mothers smoothed thighs 
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The gardens at Villa Carlotta on Lake Como burgeon with rhododendrons and azaleas, tulip; camphor and myrrh trees 
with sun lotion and watched 

their children swimming. - 

Lunch was a pizza or a j- 

picnic, then back to the hotel 

pooL In the afternoon the date 1 

with an ice-cream parlour took 
us back to the town, where the 
home-made ice-cream is out¬ 
standing. So, loo. the shops. A 
photographer’s shop with pic¬ 
tures of Bellagio in the 1950s — 

John Kennedy and troops of 
chic, sun glassed women who 

seem to have left their mark on i t wum iiu tun luuui w iuu *».i 

thetmvn: clothes shops breath- j| T /.e Italian % RAJASTHAN STAYING IN FORTS AND PALACE 

taking in the grandeur of their jy t^ heis, Tit ** 

stock, and prices. WjVrapolilan t .-‘eg. AV any of our reader-, jrr exceptionally well travelled and 

Apart from the Venetian II Ririertl, j ^\ arr iv instantly looking to us U> conjure some magical nnr 

glass frogs/cats/horses there | Island. Cities C / . \ destination or unique mean* of getting there. This coming Wintci 

was some pretty, modern. | and Coach \ i *»«.• have- ,ui-h a trip which will suit those travellers who appreciate 

silver jewellery and camelian jjj Tours. t ’ vfl?, die opportunity lu get closer In a country, its people and culture, 

pendants, which seduced the m Kt-uiunu* Vt|| n » & It i>. not a trip w hich offers endless visits fo temples and museums, 

children's holiday money. | h.m*-U around ihe . but rather a “.lowly pared journey through rural Rajasthan, 

Thomson Holidays ar- 1 Great Italian Luk*-». / » allowing time to. absorb the colourful lifestyle* and stark beauty 

ranges trips every day. at an Dii, j|i i}«- t.‘,iwv | nfihecnunirv-itJ**. 

extra cost.This is how we got Hit.rouahuuiT umw; 2 .? W . . rD ._, .... 

to the gorgeous Isola Bella. L..U Umbria .„.l M . t \l 1 . O'>olh.- rno re remote areasofRujas^n wHI be 

though I Wished I hadn’t put J .h-beautiful i-land* 1 unique in that wesfr.ll Ik- accommodated ,n newly refoMed 

the children through the coach ft *.r Ell- n„.i su-ib 1 r " rt! " a,,J P*“«* vvhR ' h - wh,fa * u,e 7 «« nno ‘ des- nied as deluxt 

journey of several hours. That Q |>tu- much ni..r.-. A d*» off< r [he riiance III experience the "genuine India! Pnvaiely 

was the most ambitious outing I ^ owned, ami llw BcnM Indianlequhrieni to oar country hotels 

On offer and there were far yj brochure call U4 .«» ® clurmin*,'properties which pc*«itirclyooaecban«tt*rand 

easier trips of an hour or so to 101235 824324 «J «4»li- offer comfortable and clean, albeit simple accommodation. 

see chocolate factories or go to | Mmwg ucm. .»■ mu* no I I E* l, 'h f |,n °r palace will usually accuromodule between 
Switzerland. Next lime. L J III eur>l, and carh betnmm will br uniaur in d«sien and 


M y Italian barber's 
face erupted into a 
smile as wide as a 
comb. "Pompeii?” he said. 
“Then you must go 10 Ischia. It 
is an island with a volcano in 
the Bay of Naples. It is a 
paradise." 

The next ten minutes were 
laced with tales of Lachryma 
Christi (wine), limoncdlo |Jj- 

quetin, grapes, peaches, 
sieued rabbit, sulphur and 
thermal baths. Suddenly our 
family holiday, planned as a 
supplement to the Cambridge 
Latin Course, Pan 1. seemed 
more enticing. We were head¬ 
ed towards a region still 
throbbing with volcanic 
pleasures. 

The bus to Vesuvius leaves 
from Ercolano station and 
hairpins up the mountain, 
past prickly pears and vine¬ 
yards. From the crater rint the 
view is astonishing. To the 
right, the sprawl of Naples. In 
front, the.bay, curving left 
along the hilly Amalfi penin¬ 
sula. with Capri at its rip. and 
on the other side Ischia, lost in 
the mist. 

Below, to the (eft, Pbmpeii is 
just a distant blur in the urban 
network How could Vesuvius 
have spar as far as that? With 
little difficulty — in 1631. its 
ashes fell on Istanbul. 

Revision note: on August 24, 
AD 79 a mushroom' doud 
burst from Vesuvius at noon 
and the sky went dark for 
day's. Pompeii and Herculan- 
aeum, its little neighbour, 
were obliterated. The Italians 
are still digging them oul 
We started with Herculan- 
aeum. which the children en¬ 
joyed. cavorting around the 
gardens and squirting foun¬ 
tain water. The town was 
flooded by mud, so the villas 
and bathhouses still have up¬ 
per storeys and seem real. You 
can amble round Herculan- 
aeum in half an hour. 

Pompeii, buried under ash 
and pumice stone, is a vast 
roofless maze. Bringing it to 
life requires an effort, on an 
August scorcher with your 
ragazzi begging for ice-cream. 
Lock. lode, imagine: the 
streets, the villas. Beware of 
the Dog mosaics, cartwheel 
ruts, casts of the dead, the¬ 
atres. forums, the temple to 
Vespasian (sainted emperor 
who introduced the public 
lavatory), the big willies (sor¬ 
ry, good luck symbols). On 
which subject, outside a 
Roman brothel, I heard a 
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Jane Owen 

• The author was agues! nf 
Thomson Holidays. 


A16 D AY ESCORTED VISIT TO OUT OF THE WAY 
RAJASTHAN STAYING IN FORTS AND PALACES 

M any of our readrr* jre exceptionally well travelled and 
are rnn>untly looking to us U> conjure some magical new 
dotinuliun or unique mean- of getting there. This coming Winter 
«ve have .uch a trip which will suit those travellers who appreciate 
die opportunity lu gel closer to a country, its people and culture. 

It i* not a trip which offers endless visits to temples and museums, 
but rather a --lowly pared journey through rural Rajasthan, 
allowing time lu. absorb the colourful lifestyle* and stark beauty 
of the countryside. 

C)nr lour to the more remote areas of Rajasthan will be 
unique in that we shall be accommodated'in newly refurbished 
furls ami palace* which, whilst they cannot be described as deluxe. 
Jo ofb-r the rhance tn experience the "genuine India! Privately 
owned, ami the nearest Indian equivalent to our country hotels, 
these charming properties which positively ooze character and 
style offer comrortahlc and clean, albeit simple accommodation. 

Jyuch fort or palace will usually accommodate between 
31 n» 311 guests and each bedroom will be unique in design and 
ufTi-r a private shower and toilet. V>u will be free to explore their 
courtyards, towers, secret pavilions and roof terraces and walk 
in iln- nearby villages, many bustling with life and craftsmen. 


guide puning a group of nuns 
in the pkTure: yet ladies, these 
girls were the price of ;t glass 
of wine. The* nuns just nodded. 
Like us. they were Irv ing hard 
inwardly to digest. 

A surprise, on the edge of 
Pbmpeii. is iht? Villa of the 
Mysteries, where the rich 
wall-painiings seem like a lost 
Jink 10 the Italian renaissance. 
We villa-hopped some more, 
unril we felt sufficiently like 
dead Romans, Then we tuok 
the jerfoil to Ischia. 

Green and fruitful. Ischia 
was once the culmination of 
the Grand Tour. It is bigger 
than Capri and less glamor¬ 
ous — no Grade Fields, just 
Ibsen. William Walton and 
Alan Clark (it's his favourite 
foreign place). There are pretty 
wine-growing villages, and lir- 
tle towns with beaches where 
men fashion wicker lobster 
pom and women bellow at 
sandy children from seennd- 
fluor windows. No opera could 
wish for a bener set, or chorus. 


D ommanna the island 
Is Mount Epomeo, 
dormant bur still hiss¬ 
ing. Its full] a roles fuelled the 
Roman showers which \uu 
con still use. and on some 
beaches (look for Marina dei 

Moronti). you can cook pota¬ 
toes and eggs in the sand, or 
scorch your toes in the water. 

Epomeo erupted about a 
century afar Pompeii, destroy¬ 
ing all life on the island. Then, 
a century ago. it rose again 
and killed 3,000, in 15 seconds. 
Now droves of arthritic Ger¬ 
mans throng the thermal ho¬ 
tels. but Ischia absorbs them 
all, with space to spare. 

We stayed in 11 Monastero. 
a hotel converted from a 
ruined monastery, perched 
high on a rocky outcrop. 
Above the hotel stands the 
ruined Gastello Aragonese, at 
which Nelson took some pot 
shots. Below, in the crypt, are 
ranks of stone seats where the 
corpses of nuns — ftior Cares 
— were left upright to rumi¬ 
nate upon their maker. 

On the hotel’s terrace over¬ 
looking the bay, we followed 
their example each evening, 
inspired by ice-cold limon- 
cello. Ischia proves that Ital¬ 
ians can shake off eruptions 
when they want to: and after a 
course of Pompeii it makes a 
perfect summer pudding. 

Peter Brown 

• // Monastero: 0039 SI 992 435. 


Qbrioufily. such a trip is nut for those who prefer to be cotseled 
and pampered in ultra-deluxe hotels, require24 hour mom service 
und all the refinements that a 5 star hotel can offer. Travellers* 
undertaking this tour should appreciate that the accommodation 
will, in some properties be simple in style and there may only be a 
limited choice of cuisine. However, the rewards will be immense: the 
opportunity to stay in a totally unspoilt environment amongst gentle 
people, a million miles away from the usual ‘tourist India' of today 

Departure dates from October 1997 through to February 1998. 
Pricee from £2195 per person. 

FOR FURTHER PET4ILS 

Please telephone 0171*409 0376 (7 days a week during office hours) 
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Britain: Where to find outstandin g inns in England; plus a pick of the best hostelries inh ales ^ 

Drink in the 
atmosphere 


W hen guests ar the 
Hoste Arms in 
Norfolk asked 
their host. Paul 
Whittome, “where else can we 
find an inn as good as this?" it 
set off an idea in his mind that 
reached fruition this week. 
The Great Inns of England 
consortium has launched with 
just eight members but Mr 
Whittome and his co-founder. 
Sir Thomas Ingiiby. visited 
more than 300 establishments 
in their quest 

Criteria for entry have little 
to do with tourist board rat¬ 
ings, stars or crowns; the inns 
should be small and personal 
(the largest has 26 rooms, the 
smallest ten), and individually 
run with high-quality accom¬ 
modation, a bar for locals as 
well as visitors to have a pint 
in, and a restaurant where, 
according to Mr Whittome. 
"you never have to wear a tie 
or talk in hushed whispers 
over a sculpture on a plate". 

The Hoste Arms is where 
Admiral Nelson, bom in near- 
by Burnham Thorpe, collected 
his dispatches. Mr Whittome 
scraped back the chimney 
walls to their original 400- 
year-old brick, removed the 
■'improvements'' with which 

the previous brewery owners 
had tarted up the bars, and 
searched for solid old pub 
furniture around the countiy. 

Similar attention was then 
lavished on the 20 bedrooms, 
as wed as the menus which 
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Guests ran take falconry, watercolour, drawing or prin ting courses at die 400-year-old Falcon Hotel in Castle Ashby. Northamptonshire 


now feature oriental dishes as 
well as Brancaster mussels. 
Burnham oysters and casse¬ 
role of rabbit with root vegeta¬ 
bles — with results that were 
duly rewarded. The Hoste 
Arms became Egon Ronay’s 
Pub of the Year for 19% while 
the current Which? Hotel 
Guide, never noted for its 
hyperbole, describes it as a 
“characterful inn run with 
passion and commitment". 

After his search with Mr 
Whittome, Sir Thomas Ingiiby 


of the Boar’s Head in Ripley, 
has also developed a clear 
view: “We’d like to represent 
traditional England, not one 
that is bottled or preserved. 
British inns have moved an 
and now offer fine wine, even 
avant garde food in informal 
surroundings." 

While the architectural mer¬ 
its of the eight listed inns may 
vary from the mainly 18th- 
century red-brick Hundred 
House in Shropshire, which 
would be easy to pass without 


a second glance, to the choco- 
late-box charms of Lyn- 
mouth’s Rising Sun, and 
interior styles range from the 
sturdy robustness of the Hoste 
Arms to the patrician elegance 
of the Boar's Head, the infec¬ 
tious enthusiasm of the propri¬ 
etors. mostly the owners; for 
their own intimate and fasci¬ 
nating little bit of English local 
history, is an encouraging 
common denominator. 

On Yorkshire’s Ripley Cas¬ 
tle Estate, where the Ingiiby 


family have lived since 1325. 
the Boar’s Head served as a 
coaching inn on the Leeds to 
Edinburgh run, but was 
dosed in 1919 by Sir William 
Ingiiby, unhappy at the way 
his workers were lured from 
church. The drought lasted for 
75 years until Sir Thomas re¬ 
opened the inn, adding an¬ 
tiques from Ripley Castle and 
luring chefs from the Water¬ 
side Inn at Bray and the 
Chester Grosvenor. 

The 14th-century Inn at 


Stockholm. If you want to impress your friends. 
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The following tour operators have package tours to Stockholm: 

Scantours 


SCANDINAVIAN 

For their special full colour brochure contact the Stockholm hot-line on 0800-99 22 22. Send your next postcardfrom Stockholm. 
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Whitewefl in Lancashire’s 
Trough of Bowl and is stQl the 
property of the Queen as part 
of the Duchy of Lancaster. Its 
idiosyncratic proprietor, the 
former Lancashire cricketer 
Richard Bowman, says: “1 
don’t want a car park foil of 
BMWs, WeTe an old inn, not a 
country house hotel." It picked 
up the Egon Ranay Pub of the 
Year Award in the 1997 Guide. 

The most celebrated literary 
pedigree among the Great 
Inns is claimed by the 14th- 
century thatched smugglers 
inn. The Rising Sun at 
Lynmouth, where R.D. Black- 
more wrote part of Loma 
Doom and Shelley spent his 
honeymoon with nis 16 -year- 
old bride Harriet in 1812. Hie 
other 15 bedrooms have recent¬ 
ly been renovated. 

History and higb-qualhy 
accommodation — king size 
beds and four posters, TVs 
and trouser presse s are pretty 
standard fittihgs — don’t come 
cheap. The Great Inns bro¬ 
chure surprisingly doesn’t 
quote prices, and its whimsical 
style may irritate practically 
minded holidaymakers; but 


double roams cost £55-£90 per 
night per room, with foil 
English breakfast, and eve¬ 
ning meals £18-£25, though 
most of the inns keep costs 
down by offering cheaper 
mini-breaks of two nights or 
more, s ome tim es themed-- 

At the 400-year-old Falcon 
Hotel in Castle Ashby, North¬ 
amptonshire. guests can join 
watercolour or drawing 
weeks,* or take courses in 
falconry. 

The other two inns in the 
consortium are the Old 
Bridge Inn in Cambridge¬ 
shire. good for food and wine, 
and the T-amh in Oxfordshire. 


a smaller, traditional Cots- 
woid inn. 

While the Great Iruis bro¬ 
chure may fail to indicate 
prices, it doesn’t flaunt the 
dutch of awards its members 
have won throughout the 
1990s. “We’d like to get away 
from hotel cliches about views 
and renowned cuisine," Sir 
Thomas says. 

Buzzwords here are charac¬ 
ter, quality, fun and informal- 
tty. Is it perhaps rather 
depressing, though, that so far 
the Great Inns of England are 
only in single figures? 

Jill Craws haw 
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GREAT INNS OF ENGLAND 


■ The Hoste Anns. Burnham Market. Norfolk (01328738777). 
The Boar's Head. Ripley. Yorkshire (01423 7 71888) . 

The Rising Sun. Lynmouth. Devon (01598753223). 

The Old Bridge Hoed. Huntingdon. Camhs (01486452681). 

The Falcon Hold. Castle Ashby. Northsnte (01604 696200). 

The Inn at WhitewdL WhiteweU. Lancs (01200448222). 

The Lamb Inn. Burford, Oxfordshire (01993 823155). 

The Hundred House Hotel Norton. Shropshire (01952730353). 

■ Free copies of the brochure, from: Hie Great Inns of England. 
Ripley Castle. Near Harrogate. North Yorkshire HG3 3AY. 


On Borrowed time 


A t foe time that George 
Borrow undertook his 
great trek in search of 
Wild Wales in 1854. he liked 
notiiing better than to fetch up 
in some village inn, where he 
would settle by a welcoming 
fire, order a quart of ale and 
engage in lively conversations 
with the natives. 

Commendably. the erudite 
Norfolk chronicler had taken 
the trouble to master the 
Welsh language, but such 
application is no longer de¬ 
manded of the casual visitor 
eager to share in the general 
conviviality. 

The following establish¬ 
ments are just the kind Bor¬ 
row might and in some cases 
did. patronise. They are essen¬ 
tially “locals", frequented by 
the natives, but offering any 
traveller, who might drop in 
for a drink and find the 
company congenial, the possi¬ 
bility of a night's lodging. All 
prices are for single B&B. 

Quite the most unusual is 
the Abbey Hotel (01873 8904S7 
— £21) overlooking the moun¬ 
tain road between Hay and 
Abergavenny. Situated in the 
prior's house among the ruins 
of the L2th century Uanthony 
Abbey, the pub is in a vaulted 
crypt at the bottom of a flight 
of stone steps. 

On a recent visit the dimly- 
lit interior was black with 
clerics artending an ecclesiasti¬ 
cal convention. Sadly, the ho¬ 
tel is open only at weekends 
until the end of March. 

Roger Thomas, co-author of 
Great Little Places, an annual 
publication listing 50 small, 
friendly places to stay in the 
Principality, makes no apolo¬ 
gies for recommending his 
local, the Bear in Crickhowdl 
(01873810408-from £42). 

In 1993 the Bear was named 
best pub in Britain and the 
cobbled forecourt and a 19th- 
century timetable displayed in 
the bar are reminders that this 
500-ycar-oId building was for¬ 
merly a coaching inn on what 
is now the A40. In its low- 
beamed bar you are likely to 
find visitors from the United 
States and Japan mingling 
with the locals. 



The landlord of the Griffin Inn at Bream is a fishing fan 


' As a Welsh speaker. Robert 
Hughes at the Penhelig Arms'-' 
at Aberdovey (01654 767215 - 
£39) is something of a curiosity 
in the Principality’s licensing 
trade, which is dominated by 
what Borrow would have 
termed Saxons. It is the AA 
Welsh hotel of the year. 

It is ten years since Bob and 
Jane Evans resurrected the 
450-year-old Village Great at 
Tre! lech (01600 860119 — 
£22^0) near Monmouth. They 
bought it from the Official 
Receiver and spent E250,000 
refurbishing it • 


The slate-floored bar of the 
Pen-y-Gwiyd inn. near Capel 
Curig (01286 870211 — £20) in 
the heart of Snowdonia, dou¬ 
bles as a mountain rescue 
post It was here the 1953 
conquest of Everest was plot¬ 
ted and team members who 
scrawled their autographs on 
the bar ceiling for posterity 
included Edmund Hillary and 
John Hunt 

■ Customers at the Griffin at 
Uyswen (01S74 754241 — 
EM-50) are left in no doubt 
aver the sporting preferences 
of proprietor Richard Stock- 
ton. Rooms are named after 
fishing flies and the countiy 
inn theme is carnal through 
into the kitchen, where tradi¬ 
tional local ingredients, of 
course, include salmon. 

The Wool pack Inn (01691 
718382 — £28) at Glyn Ceiriog, 
just south of Llangollen pro¬ 
vided Borrow with shelter 
from the rain in 1854. The 
landlady had a wooden leg 
and was extremely courteous. 
Her successor, Sandra Usher, 
has two perfectly good legs but 
is no less attentive. Her part¬ 
ner, Peter, the chef, makes 
extensive use of produce from 
neighbouring farms. 

Samuel Johnson and Dick¬ 
ens were among guests at the 
Olde Bull's Head in Beau- 
mans on the Isle of Anglesey 
(01248 810239 - £45) but 
Oliver Cromwell's forces are 
said to have been less consid¬ 
erate and commandeered the 
place during the Civil War. 


T o find a hotel in Hay-on- 
Wye that on closer in¬ 
spection does not turn 
out to have been converted 
into a bookshop is something 
of a relief. KOverts (01497 
821042 — £25) survives and 
enjoys a good local trade — 
always a recommendation. 
Festival of literature regulars 
book for the following year 
before checking out. 

Borrow was impressed with 
me Grapes at Maentwrog in 
Gwynedd (01766 590208 — 
“5) where he fell into discus¬ 
sion with a gues! on the subject 
of predestination. What nei¬ 
ther of them could have fore¬ 
seen was the fact that the inn 
was destined 140 years later to 
wrn the title of best free house 
in Britain. 

Alan Road 

• For a free copy of Great Urtle 
naces, phone 01686 608030- 
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* ^ n tain: A report from the replica of Captain Cook’s Endeavour as it heads for a voyage around these sho res 

Cook’s tour is the sail of the century 
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Captain Cook portrait, 1776 

W hen Captain 

Cook's Endeav¬ 
our left Plymouth 
for Tahiti un Au¬ 
gust 25, 1768, the ship had a 
crew of 94. At the end of The 
three-year expedition only 41 
sailors had survived tu tell the 
tale. Our ship, an authentic 
replica of Code's Endeavour . 
measuring only IWfr by 29ft. 
was built from the original 
£ plans kept at the National 
w Maritime Museum in Lon¬ 
don. So far, since leaving 
Fremantle, Australia, five 
months ago. the entire crew' of 
52 men and women front 
Australia. New Zealand. Brit¬ 
ain and South Africa are still 
very much alive. 

The ship is now heading for 
Britain and will be on view 
front March to October all 
around our coast. Indeed, tail- 
ship enthusiasts car book 
themselves on to the Endeav¬ 
our for a three to 11-day 
voyage: 

The Endeavour is operated 
in die same way as in Cook's 
^ day. We use wind power, but 
have modem engines to boost 
our speed if the wind drops 
and to steady our passage in a 
storm. Life below decks is 
much the same as the original. 
The 36-strong amateur crew 
sleep in hammocks — just like 
Cook's sailors — crowded to¬ 
gether in die lower deck, with 
a head height of only 4ft 6in. 
The 14 professional crew sleep 
in the cabins that were occu- 

E ied by Cook's saiimaker. 

osun. clerk, gunner, and 
carpenter. 

The ship’s master, Chris 
Blake, and a party:- of-' three 
passengers who have paid up 
ml- to E25.000 each far the entire 
t journey, sleep jn swinging cots 
in the more spaaausgentfe-' 
men’s cabins on die after fall 
deck. These cabins were origi¬ 
nally oecupiedbya Mr Green, 
art astrorwmCT^ and ■ Joseph 
Banks, .who .tat the scientific 
party/ Howevier.uhlDte Cook, 

wbohad to rely on-tbe sun, the 
start and his nose to chart his 
passages"our captain has the 
latest satellite communica¬ 
tions; ^weather fax,- collision 
radar, and a Global Position¬ 
ing System. • - 1 

While Cook pioneered die 
use of lime juioe to combat 
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Replica of the cabin used by Mr Green, an astronomer 






Wind power; the 20th-centuiy Endeavour, now sailing between Tenerife and Madeira; it left Fremantle, Australia, nearly five months ago 


ENDEAVOUR FACT FILE 


■ When it reaches London on March 25, the Endeavour 
will travel under Tower Bridge in full sail and firing its 
cannon. At Greenwich it will be open to the public, 
dressed with artefacts as if Cook and his crew had gone 
ashore. Visitors will be able to see the conditions under 
which Cook's pioneering voyages of exploration were 
made. 

■ To coincide with the Endeavour's arrival at 
Greenwich, the National Maritime Museum is to stage a 
Captain Cook exhibition in the Queen's House and a 
Cook statue will be unveiled in the museum grounds. 

■The Endeavour will be open to the public at Greenwich 
from March 2S to April 15. The ship will then call at 
various ports: Great Yarmouth (April 19-28); Boston (May 
2-5); Whitby, home port of (he original Endeavour (May 
lO-ISk Leith. Edinburgh (May 24-June 1): Inverness (June 
7-15): Greenock (June 28-July 6); Liverpool (July 11-20): 
Fishguard-puly 26-August 5); Falmouth (August 9-17); 
Plymouth (August 23-31): Weymouth (September 6-9); 
Brighton (September 13-21); St Heller, Jersey (September 
27-Ocioher 5) and St Malo (October 7-12). before 
returning to Plymouth on October 17. where it will be 
prepared fora voyage to the United States. 


scurvy, and was the first to 
make a long voyage and not 
lose a man to this disease, his 
crew often had to endure the 
delights of salted meat, fer¬ 
menting apples and biscuits 
riddled with weevils. Hidden 
away in the hold of our ship, 
where the original Endeavour 
stored supplies for its three- 
year voyage, we have a mod¬ 
em electric galley, a well 
stocked freezer, a proper mess 
room and enough fresh food to 
enable our chef to serve up 
three hearty meals a day—but 
we do suffer a hardship that 
... Cook's .sailars did not have to 
/bear. This is a dry ship. No 
alcohol is allowed, unless the 
■i captain inyitds Quests to his 
- cabin for a token glass of wine. 

We are observing an 18th- 
.century way of life, not 20th- 
centuiy. Life aboard this ship 
is sirnpte it consists of sailing, 
working, eating, sleeping and. 
yarning with your mates. We 
read, paint, write, sing or play 
• any musical instruments we 
have brought on board. 

On a typical day at sea, we 
rise at seven, store the ham¬ 
mocks and eat breakfast. The 
morning programme usually 
involves rail handling, ship's 
husbandry and lectures. Pro¬ 
fessor Tim Beaglehole, the 
Cook authority and publisher 
of The Journals of Captain 


James Cook, is on board as 
resident historian. 

After lunch our time is 
usually devoted to ship main¬ 
tenance — tarring, rigging, 
sail and rope work, sailing 
and painting. Towards the end 
of the day, sail is usually 
shortened for the night. The 
evening meal is served and 
hammocks are slung before 
we turn in at 9.30pm. 

Keeping walch continues 
round the clock. In this part of 
the world the warm, clear 
night is enough to make 
anyone want to circumnavi¬ 
gate the world. 

Tonight God willing, we 
should be safely anchored in 
Funchal harbour, Madeira. 
On Wednesday the ship sets 
sail on the last leg of its 
journey to Britain, arriving for 
Easter. More than two centu¬ 
ries on. the Endeavour is 
coming home. 

Ronald Gribble 

• The authorfew to Tenerife 
courtesy of Iberia -4 Mines (OI7I- 
8300011) and will return from 
Madeira courtesy of TAP Air 
Portugal (0I7I-S28 02b2). 

• Members of the public who 
would like to join the ship on its 
UK tour should ring the 
Endeavour Foundation (0I8I-2*J 
5522). Fees arc from £dtXI to 
£ 1200 fora three to four-day trip 
to £4.4ft)foran (1-day voyage. 
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ORIANA. 

The ship. 

.Hi, May Bank Holiday, picrure yur*lf Aourd Briraio a and fine* 

superior, Orta... Enjoying aomprooar raauutanta, coay bars, a bc.oiy salon and 
spa, three pools. Even a West End-stylo tbeaae. 

The cruise tod I. ■ *“ «*» ta L * COr '"' S NOnh5 ™ i “ Pa '" 

the historic French porta of La Pnllice and Brest. 

And i* a rare opportunity » he able to sample O.ana for as Me as £495- 
She saris on May fA. so don’t wait around. See your travel agent, send off the 

enupoo or ring 0,9° 7* 6 7* 6 «”"• ^ ““ 
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For a brochure, post to 


from £ 495 - | 

The snip. j 

P&0 Cruises Brochure Services. 100 Victoria. Brisiul as, 3 «. | 



ga 22 p&O^ Cruises ! 


WEEKENDER PLUS - SPRING BREAKS 

209 HOTELS - 136 DESTINATIONS 


GREAT VALUE WEEKEND BREAKS FROM ONLY £36 PER NIGHT 
BREAKFAST INCLUDED FOR UP TO TWO ADULTS AND TWO CHILDREN 
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PLUS: BAHRAIN 0. EGYPT from ■. FINLAND A* . ISRAEL from <>, KUWAtT$, MALTA A. MOROCCO ■. OMAN A. SAUDI ARABIA from | 
UA.E from @ , ZIMBABWE 0 

♦ OpawgMoi (1)FF iSGsucp! a HcAiay Wi Kescrf NcePort St Lauren! from 1/7 to 31/8/97, (2) DM4a®pl.. (3) DM 12 redidiDn. H) DM 5 reducton, (5) LH lte.000 Sifll, 

(6; BF 2 500 tedijdkjn on Suolay nqhL (71 £4 reduction 

Up to two adults and two children aged 12 end under sharing their parents’ room are entitled to 
free breakfast at the majority of hotels they also eat free from the Kids' menu during lunch and 
dinner when dining with their parents. Rates are vafid at participating hotels on Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays from 1 March to 30 September 1997. Similar rates may also apply mid-week. 

Bookings are subject to availability of rooms allocated to this Offer. Rates are payable in local 
currency. The £ prices indicate the approximate equivalent of the fixed local price. For full terms 
and conditions, please refer to the Weekender Plus brochure. 






FOR RESERVATIONS CALL TOLL-FREE 

0800 897 121 
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Skiing: When family holidays become cripplingly expensive, an all-inclusive b reak may be t heanswer 


Clowning in 
Chamonix 


S omeone must have 
heard that my French 
was getting rusty. Last 
winter I was packed 
off to Club Med in Chamonix 
to see if its "all-rnclusive" ski 
holiday was value for money 
and how I got on with the 
French in their oldest ski 
resort. Chamonix lies- dose to 
the start of the VaJfee Blanche, 
the famous glacier run which I 
had always wanted to tackle. 

With many European lift 
passes now costing up to £150 
a week, ski schools about £90 
and the basic cost of flights 
and a week's half board holi¬ 
day at least £500 to E800, 
family skiing is now crippling¬ 
ly expensive. Some tour opera¬ 
tors such as Club Med are, 
therefore, packaging an all- 
indusive holiday which covers 
all the above, a full lunch on 
the mountain, wine with the 
midday and evening meals, 
and child-care. The extras are 
hire of skis and boots and 
pre/posr dinner drinks. 

Club Med says that its all- 
inclusive holiday in Chamonix 
works out at £761. while the 
full cost of a similar seven-day 
holiday with a rival operator 
could be more than £1.000. 

Traditionally, Club Med 
conjures up visions of straw 
huts by beaches, people pay¬ 
ing with beads and gastro¬ 
nomic French food — chic but- 
expensive and unnerving for 
Brits with rusty O-Ievel 
French. Bur now the dub 
wants to show that it is inter¬ 
national. affordable and can 
offer different types of holiday. 

In Chamonix, the dub is a 
large, rather basic hotel — no 
television sets or minibars in 
rooms — right by the small 
Savoy nursery slope. It has a 
Baby and Mini Club so that 
parents can leave their child¬ 
ren with professionals during 
the day. There is also a large 
underground theatre for live 
entertainment in rhe evenings. 
This is put on by the dubls 
young genrils organisateurs— 
ski guides, child minders and 
reps — who dearly enjoy the 
singing and dancing, mime 
shows and skits which are 
semi-professionally staged 
each night. 

Although it tries hard to be 
pan-European, Club Med in 
Chamonix retains a strong 
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CLUB MED FACT FILE 


■ Club Med. 106 Brompton Road, London SW3 UJ 
(0171-5811161). Prices for its village in Chamonix, France 
adult all-inclusive price from £761: babies from £116: 
children six to nine from £645; 50 per cent off children's 
prices on certain dates; reductions for family rooms. 

■ Other “family" tour operators: Ski Esprit, Oaklands, 
Reading Road North, Fleet, Hampshire GUI3 8AA (01252 
616789); Ski FamiUe, Unit 9. Chesterton MOL French’s Road, 
Cambridge CB4 3NP (01223 363777); Ski HQhvood. 2 Field 
End Road, Pinner, Middlesex HA5 2QL (0181-866 9993). 


Gallic streak, which may or 
may nor be to everyone's 
liking. Most of its gentils 
organisateurs speak good 
English, but what makes the 
village different is the empha¬ 
sis on keeping children happy. 
The club's resident down/ 
animateur, Maria would of¬ 
ten wander around the main 
dining room (there was also a 
smaller, quieter one), either on 
stilts or dressed as a hairy 
waitress, dropping plates and 
downing it to screams of 
ddight from the children. 


A fter a faltering start 
in speaking French. 1 
was relieved to find 
Club Med herding 
all the English speaking 
guests (gentils membres ) into 
one group. By then we had all 
been fitted with skis and boots, 
and had been asked to esti¬ 
mate our skiing ability. 

We were then taken up in 
the bubble lift to the main 
siding area above Chamonix 
at Planpraz, where die Club 
Med instructors checked each 


guest’s ability and we were 
introduced to Sylphie. our 
French ski instructress. 

The drawback of siding in 
Chamonix is that the ski areas 
are dispersed up and down the 
valley and not yet linked by 
lifts. Serious piste bashers will 
ski out the Brdvent and 
Planpraz area in a day, and it 
is annoying that the F16g6re 
area, the next up the Valley, 
has not been linked to Plan¬ 
praz. This is where an all- 
inclusive holiday comes' in 
handy, because Chib Med 
buses its guests to FlegCre and. 
later in the week, to 
Argendere. a far more exciting 
and bigger ski area overlook¬ 
ing the Vall6e Blanche. 

While the skiing above Cha¬ 
monix is passable, it is the 
start of the 20km descent down 
the Vallte Blanche. This 
turned out to be an expensive 
non-event. It costs £62 to get 
up to the L’AiguilJe du Midi, at 
3.842m. and then to be guided 
down the run. The panoramas 
at L’Aiguiile du Midi'are 
breathtaking, but you are then 
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Bring on the downs: that's what Club Med does at Chamonix to entertain its guests. But don't be fooled: behind the mask is an expert skier 


roped to the next person to 
walk down a 100m ridge to the 
beginning of the piste down to 
the Glacier du Geant From 
then on the skiing is mostly 
gentle blue runs until every 
skier on the mountain con¬ 
verges on a narrow couloir 
down the side of a hu°e 
cascade of vast ice blocks. This 


bottleneck, and the last part of 
the run down to the Care du 
Montenvers is unexceptional. 

Back in Chamonix, you are 
again reminded what a beauti¬ 
ful old town this is, with its 
Alpine Museum. fast-Dowing 
river and blaring gas torches 
which light up smart restau¬ 
rants and interesting old 


shops. While Chamonix may 
not be a Courchevel or Val 
d’lsere. i( has a charm of its 
own and Club Med’s all- 
inclusive holiday with superb 
food was good value. 

Alastair Brett 

• The author was guest of 
Club Med. 
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FOR THE LATEST travel bargains—for holidays 
and hotels, air fares and ferries.— read toe 
Travel News pages in The Times on Thursday 
PLUS: All toe latest news from toe travel trade 
about trends in holidays in Britain and abroad 



Ahd T-mnan ttrtiaaJ ft* - Mnr Zealand 


Fly to New Zealand, from £720 and 
have three nights free in L.A. 
(After three nights in L.A. you’ll need 
a trip to New Zealand.) 

If you fly co New Zealand between April I and June 16. Qantas Holidays 
will give you 3 nights accommodation in Los Angeles absolutely free So you can 
discover the great outdoors, the peace the tranquillity and all the wonders of 
another side of the world, via another country. 

Alternatively, you can stop over for four nights in Bangkok or two nights 
in Singapore for £825. Or you can fly around che world and have the choice of 
either Los Angeles. Bangkok or Singapore for £773. Book by April 30 1997. 

For more details and free brochure call 01235 824446. 




HOLB 


Simply die best value...direct 

Accommodation is based on per person sharing twin accommodation Restricted availability and navd periods. Taxes not induded 
OHTmaiUQLoi 


WORD WATCHING 


Answers from page 25 

BRETVVALDA 

(b) The title given in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle lo Eg ben of Wessex |S02- 
8W) and seven earlier English kings, who exercised a supremacy, often 
rather shadowy, over other English kings south of the Humber. The title 
probably means “overlord of the Brits’. It was .sometimes assumed by 
later kings. 

PENDRAGON 

(a) A title conferred on several British chiefs in times of great danger when 
they were invested with supreme puwer. Especially, in Arthurian 
romances, to Uther Fendragon, father of King Arthur. The word is Welsh 
pen head ♦ dragon (referring to the war chief's dragon standard). It 
corresponded to the Roman dux bellorum. 

GOLiARDS 

(a) Educated jesters and buffoons who wrote ribald Latin verse, and who 
were noted for riotous behaviour. They flourished mainly in Che 12th and 
13rh cenfuries. The word comes from the Old french goliard a glutton, 
derived from the Latin gula a throat, gluttony. 

PAVAN 

fc) A stately Spanish dance of the lf»th and I7ih centuries, said to be so 
called because in it the dancers stalked like peacocks (Larin pavones\. the 
gentlemen with their long robes of office, the ladies with trains like 
peacocks’ tails. The pa van, like the minuet, ended with a quick movement 
called the gal Hard, a sort of gavotte. The etymology is uncertain, and it is 
aLso suggested that the name is from Fadovu (Padua). 






£379 

FI AVAN 

6 nights including breakfast 

Enjoy 6 nts in Havana, capital of Cuba, the Caribbean's bu^cst island. 
At Marina Hemingway, the superior medium class Jardin del 
Eden Hotel enjoys a delightful location. Ail rooms arc 
attractively furnished, fully aircondiuoncd, and have 2 beds 
(small doubles), fridge, phone, TV (inc satellite), haih/shower 
and balcony with views over the yacht moo rings and marina. 

FREE return shuttle bus to Old Havana (3 times daily/ 
approx 20 mins). FREE half day Havana excursion. 


Departures; 

Prices 

Departures; 

Prices 

1ri.22.29 Apr ‘ST 

£379 

26 Aug 

£IW 

<W.13 Mav 

£399 

02.1 ti Sep 

£419 

27 Mav 

£419 

23 Sep 

£399 

03.17 jun 

cm 

07,14 On 

£399 

OI.ISJul 

£419 

280CI. 04 Nm- 

£4)9 


£4fiq 

11.18.25 Nov 

£129 

03.12 Aug 

£499 

02 Dec 

£$u»j 


The price jnrtmlrc Scheduled return flights. 'GaftnrL 6 uts aevutn inc 
breakfast Half day city tour. Transfm. Price per person sluring 
min. Not aduded: l-K Depi tax (110 will lr .aided in inwiirc) 

I Cuharisulia. Local dept lax: $11 fr»ikiii>; condition* Jpjilv. 
Optional insurance £26. A 

To book, telephone: (open daily inc Sat/Son) M 

« 01306 744300 I 

l Fax: 01306 744331 ■ 
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The Travel Collection, 

Deepdcne Moose. Dorkinc. Surrey RH5 4AZ. ‘JSHEltf 
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Nothing To Do 
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Everything To Do 

TWe can be no more idyllic pbee to unwind 
completely than a .unlit powder white beach in 
the Cayman Island-, a peaceful British Crown 
Colony in the Caribbean. 

But if you want action you can snorkel with 
the sr.m r.ys at Stinymy City. Ray , f - on , 
champmnsh.p links cow*. Vl s,t Q . 

inspiring dives. of ■— 

It’s the holiday wuh everything for less chan 
VOU think - horn only £599 for on e w^fe. 

Call 0171-491 7771 now fo r fa, brochures. 

Ay - -- - - .... 
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JILL CRAWS HAWS INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL TIPS 


Breaks for 
| art lovers 

t ''.-PAINTING holidays in the UK 
-i -: and abroad to destinations as far 
J : apart as Andalucia and Bali are 
' -'fotedin the 1997Palming Holi - 
Directory, edited by Anne 
LHedJey. There is even a painting 
v.Mdayjor gourmets based on a 
ft®rtter Tamaise farmhouse at Les 
tf-Pfadaffles near Toulouse-Lau- 
tree's .birthplace and museum at 
■J Afofc wtdi visits to selected restau¬ 
rants each day after work. The 
■-oist, without transport, is E445 full 
L board for a week. 

; j-^The white villages and flowers 
1 of the sierras are the subjects of 
•' Spirit of Andaluda’s weekly 
‘ . courses, casting £750 and based 
J near Gaudn, with tutor Jenny 
■: Jowett in attendance. In June. 

Andrew John's painting holiday 
aboard the 30-metre barge Aihos 
meanders along the 300-year-old 
Canal du Midi, through Langue¬ 
doc's wine country and medieval 
• villages, costing £650 full board 
for six nights. 

The 1997 Painring Holiday Di¬ 
rectory (PHD Publications. £4.50) 
can be obtained from bookshops, 
or post free from 01830 540319. 

Thai trips 

NEW charter flights nexr winter 
have considerably trimmed long- 
haul destination prices from 
Thomson Holidays 10990 502399). 

< Though the Far East has so far 
" lagged behind the Caribbean in 
both price and popularity, our 
largest tour operator hopes that 
direct flights (13 hours) into 
Phuket, avoiding the traffic and 
pollution of Bangkok, will open up 
Thai resorts to winter sunseekers. 
A two-week all-inclusive holiday 
at a four-star hotel on Koh Phi Phi 
island will be under E1.000, with 
12 nights B&B on Phuket and Koh 
Samui starting at £639 and £729 
respectively. 

New winter charters to Mexico 
have reduced prices to £569 for 
two weeks (in the simple but well 
placed two-star Playa Los Arcos 
Hotel in Puerto Valiarta). Good j 
, news also is the choice of regional 
' airports; it will be possible to fly to j 
Florida from 12 UK airports, 
including Aberdeen. 

Easter feasts 

ANYONE who has missed out on 
a traditional Easter holiday can 
. . sample die Greek Orthodox ver¬ 
sion which falls on April 25-27 this 
year. A highlight of foe Cypriot 
calendar, where it is known as 




This painting holiday at Le Petit Bois Gleu in Brittany, France is just one of the many worldwide trips listed in a new directory 


Lambri. villages take to the coun¬ 
tryside for picnics and feasting 
during week-long celebrations. 
Argo Holidays (0171-331 7070) 
offers renovated old stone village 
houses in western Cyprus near the 
Adriatic wilderness of foe Akamas 
peninsula and Paphos forests, 
from £365 per week, including 
flights and car hire. Villas with 
pools are also available. 

Bird tracking 

AN ESCORTED 22-day “Ulti¬ 
mate Ornithological Tour** based 
on Irian Jaya, foe remote western 
half of New Guinea, a land of 
primary rainforests, uninhabited 
islands and isolated Stone Age 
. tribes, is an adventurous offering 
from Reef and Rainforest Tours 
(01803 8669650. Inspired by Sir 
David Attenborough’s Atten¬ 
borough in Paradise television 
programme, there will be noctur¬ 
nal jungle walks and dawn pa¬ 
trols in search of fords of 
paradise and the other 650 or so 


species that can be found here, as 
well as 150 mammal species, 5S0 
amphibians and reptiles, and 
9.000 plants — including 2.700 
orchids. Price, excluding interna¬ 
tional flights, is £1,880. Part of the 
proreeds goes towards helping 
local village communities. 

On another natural history 
holiday. Quentin Bloxham. direc¬ 
tor of Jersey Zoo. leads “The Aye- 
Aye and 1 Tour” following in the 
footsteps of the late Gerald Dur- 
rell in Madagascar. This tour 
costs from £1,894. 

Hide away 

FAR from the madding crowds in 
foe popular Turkish resorts. 
Savile Row Tours (0171-625 3001) 
has opened its own exclusive 
hideaway. Club Savile. at the head 
of foe Kas peninsula. The self¬ 
catering accommodation in pent¬ 
houses and apartments comes 
with luxuries rare in Turkey — 
television, bathrobes, hampers 
and dishwashers, and an a la 


carte restaurant. Such pampering 
does not come cheap: nne week 
costs £439-£569. including flights 
and two full-day excursions, 
though the two-week prices, £539- 
£609. make more financial sense. 

Timeless treats 

THE FIRM Simply Tuscany & 
Umbria (01SI-995 S277) has un¬ 
usual farmhouses, villas and ho¬ 
tels all within easy reach of 
Florence or Siena. San Gimigna¬ 
no or Assisi. In the Anrico Borgo 
San Lorenzo, off the medieval Via 
Franrigena (Mass is still said in 
the 10th-century Romanesque cha¬ 
pel every week), stone farmhouses 
have been converted into cottages 
and apartments round a pool. A 
week's self-catering costs from 
£395 per person, including flights 
and car hire. 

A 3rd-century BC temple and 
Roman well were uncovered dur¬ 
ing renovations to a ruined 18th- 
century farmhouse near Assisi, 
now foe famiJy-run Santa Maria 


degli Ancillom country* hotel 
which offers traditional food, 
panoramic views and peace and 
quiet. Mountain bikes are provid¬ 
ed to explore the nature reserve of 
Monte Subasio. Assisi or Perugia. 
The price is £672 for a week's B&B 
with flights and car hire. 

On the ball 

KEEN golfers heading for Ireland 
may find it profitable to acquire 
the Golf Directory . from Open 
Fairways, which offers 250 com¬ 
plimentary green fees at more 
than 85 of Ireland's top courses, as 
well as savings of 50 per cent on 
accommodation at 40 hotels, and 
a guide to B&B accommodation. 
At foe Port mam ock Links, for 
example, where green fees are £45 
a round, four can play for the price 
of two, a saving of £90. Using the 
directory, you can play more than 
40 courses for £10 or less.‘The 
Golf Directory costs £5250; fur¬ 
ther information from Open Fair¬ 
ways (01247 471277). 
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Maintaining 
those high Cs 

Charm, calm and cuisine are top of the 


list for approved Relais & Chateaux hotels 


T he hotel chain Relais & 
Chateaux is on foe move. 
This group of luxury hotels, 
converted castles and abbeys, and 
exquisite little inns has a guide 
which has now become wholly 
international, with editions in Eng¬ 
lish, French and German. Until 
last year. British travellers had to 
steer" their way among the pages 
and paragraphs in French to find 
foe information in their own lan¬ 
guage (though some will no doubt 
regret not having the racy French 
version to read as well). 

The guide is in a smaller format 
and is easier to carry, and Relais & 
Chateaux has reduced the number 
of symbols indicating the different 
kinds of hotel from five to three. 
Now there is a blue fleur-de-lys 
indicating a line, comfortable 
house in the distinctively personal 
Relais & Chateaux style, a gold 
fleur-de-lys indicating "the refined 
comfort of a superb residence", and 
a purple one for the 15 de luxe hotels 
that belong to the chain. The chef- 
with-his-haL fur outstanding res¬ 
taurants and hole] dining rooms, 
survives unchanged. 

This year there are 451 hotels and 
restaurants in 45 countries in foe 
guide. It is not ea.s\ for a hotel to get 
in. The chain requires new mem¬ 
bers to match up to its standards in 
all the five Cs: character, courtesy, 
calm, charm and cuisine. 

Twenty-one new members quali¬ 
fied for the 1997 guide. They include 
the Auberge et Clos des Cimes at St 
Bonnet-le-Froid. whose bedrooms 
look out over foe Cevennes, and 


where you are promised an out¬ 
standing bottle of Crozes-Hermit¬ 
age with dinner. 

For foe first time there is an entry 
from Zimbabwe: foe Imba 
Matombo Lodge in the hills near 
Harare. But the new list is in 
general westward-looking, with 
three hotels and one restaurant (the 
Aureole in New York) from the 
United States and entries from 
Mexico, Colombia and Ecuador. 

The chain has also gone on to the 
Internet, and has an e-mail ad¬ 
dress. Special packages are avail¬ 
able at some hotels, with a fixed 
price for a double room, dinner and 
breakfast. Readers of The Time* 
have enthusiastically taken up 
previous such offers: some like to 
haw a luxurious night at a hotel on 
their way elsewhere, and these 
offers will especially suit them. 

New marketing methods often 
mean changes in the product being 
sold — maybe for the worse. Wifi 
this happen to Relais & Chateaux? 

The answer is that it is unlikely, 
because all its hotels and restau¬ 
rants are privately owned, with 
idiosyncratic proprietors who like 
to go their own way. Nothing is 
asked of them except that they keep 
up their standards and their indi¬ 
viduality. TTte guide shows they are 
doing just that. 

Derwent May 

• Internet: http:/ / imnr. in Kgm.fr/ 
relaischatcaux. E-moil address': 
resarvS-relaischaieaux.fr. 

Forfurther information: 7 Cork Street. 
London WIX2AB (0171-2S70QS7). 






Imba Matombo Lodge, set in the hills near Harare, Zimbabwe 


TO ADVERTISE CALL: 
01714811989 (TRADE) 


TRAVEL 


01714814000 (PRIVATE) 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


CHECK-IN 


ALl Flights Er holidays | AUSTRALIA 

throughout the world 


air travel pic 

EURO GETAWAYS 2 U SA GETAWAYS £ WORLD GETAWAYS 



.J Amsterdam £0 Milan £109 Boston £179 N.(Means £276 

" Athens £139. Paris £69 Chicago £252 Newark £165 

I Budapest £165 Some - £129- LA/SBO '£259 Ortado £236 

m Istanbul £119 TOAviv £169 Miami £236 Itapa £268 

■ Madrid £99 Zmkh £99 Montreal £219 Toronto £224 

it SOI71 629 2700 0171 629 4090 


Bangkok £345 JoUarg £339 

Beijing £359 Manila £432 

Gpe Town £369 Mexico £299 

Delhi £300 Nairobi £316 

Bong Kong £439 Tokyo £492 


TAILOR r.UD: fiCvTir.'OS TK32«:h0l'T THE V.'OfiLD ■ iOrtOON - '.VC • 1A • • L. .DEH F-TI V. tt.D 
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& ROU ^LL TH e 

SO 



For the holiday of a lifetime 

, -trimstoAuatnOaandNowZMandoaqunRy 

•hotels •tours •car a ca mper hire 
■ * CRUISES, ISLANDS, OUTBACK & REEF TRIPS 

BRIDGE THE W©BL0 
M0171 734 7447 


CALL NOW FOR OUR BROCHURE 


tailoMnade-quality hofldajrs to North America. 

-mock Tours 
Motorhomes 

SokW offers-3 weeb for the prirotl 
FfrftebMwfrteofliteeTUB 
-tad America. 


: oi 730 2665^8 





OVERSEAS TRAVEL AUSTRALIA 
- & NEW ZEALAND 


NEED A 
HOLIDAY?... 

SINGLE 

OUT THE 
BEST COMPANY 
AVAILABLE 

Holidays & weekends 
lor Single people. 
You'll never travel 

3 ; cr.e again. 
Age croups 30-19 or 5C-69 

Ring now for a brochure 

0181 951 2811 


BALEARICS 




SPAIN 

ME 


AUSTRIA 

ITALY 


PARIS 

AMSTERDAM 


PARIS &. BRUSSELS 



T1MESCAPE HOLIDAYS 


AFRICA 


TA1LORMADE 

"SAFARIS 

'ZK.13AEWE. BOTSWANA. 
?:AMI3iA. ZAMBIA. KENYA. 
'Af.ZA'itA a SOUTH ArS'CA. 


Lunrajs remote lodges. 
Waffdng, canoeing, riftig and 
vehtete serins with the very 
best guldas. Superb wflcflfe. 
Adventure wfth comfort. Ctf 
us to cfbqb yow ideal safari. 

Phone or tax an: 

Tot {01604) 28970 Fbjc3W79 




You’d have to look hard 

to find a smaller fare. 

AMSTERDAM from 

£69 return 

BELFAST from 

£65 return 

BERGEN from 

£145 return 

DUBUN from 

£69 return 

EDINBURGH from 

£62 return 

FRANKFURT from 

£125 return 1 

GLASGOW from 

£62 return , 

LEEDS BRADFORD from 

£83 return 1 

NICE from 

£149 return i 

PALMA from 

£119 return 

PARIS from 

£75 return 

PRAGUE from 

£164 return 

TEESSlDEfrom 

£93 return 

ZURICH from - 

£99 return 

Return tares from London Heattww. 

Contact your local (met agent or cad tar detaih on 




0345 554554 or 
0345 I FLY BM 




H M British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 

Spad tots tnfctic » sfcnd duo mi tgfrn. 

Mwa a adMiin iim WUc ■ Snadai aiy 

tans ibu Special tans also Mhbk fra* IUb«h 
. lee* ftattw. TccBifc. Us*»(h. « Wasi n fan Jdwsr 
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TRAVEL 


TO ADVERTISE CALI; 

01714811989 fFRADEJ 
01714814000 (PRIVATE} 
FAX: 0171481931 


CITY BREAKS 


CANARIES & MADEIRA EASTERN EUROPE FRANCE 


SPECIAL INTEREST 




Wyman; 
.t8feasMtom28 
. .afJtewortfsnwst 
capfiva^ titter-from. 
-tab IkPngw from 
Jfaiaitetbfk*Y«k. 
taJywcaniAooalrani 

a superb range of quality' 
tatete.trawHnfl byair, . 
' lflSfHittte.Euroster 
. or hy Orient Depress. 



017120(16703 

Thomson 

City Breaks 

Escape 

while you can. 


. ftira brochure 
. or to book cal 


-2 mzM bi * 2T hotel. 8th Mach 
u>2ttu*di 
Dyaig (no • 


0345336622 


or see your travel agent 








EUROPE 


CORSICA 


' jT ti S S 









FRANCE 


POOL » 0» 
01773 BS33U. 







INTERCHANGE 
Stunning Cuba! 

City nneAa. Tburs, or flight t wily 
Tailor made and Irarei 
paekagrt la Cuba. LO 

Colour brochure from B&B 

Interchange i2 +iH. 


Tel: OlBl 651 36 12 ;j~ i:r» 
MtrCh.inse Ifwa«. 27 ii.ift.-.rd 
ij.MtL C rovd.nn. Surrey. Cf'.O J ^U 


■'•a £4± E 




fPOLANDl 

CZECH REP. G ERMANY 

7n 


w ww.esodustravels.co.uk 


tn5a$*zJSs22 





New Millennium 


0121 711 3269 


ITALY 


Bctp 


GREECE 






V\i leaders in smalt group _ 
adventure holidays worldwide, wuh 
over 20 \ears experience; choose hom 
4 different brochures- 




IS 


■ iFW 





MALTA & GOZO 






CRUISE & SAIL 
ABROAD 


SAUK 58ft IV30-. < 
man's vachL Sola the 



CYPRUS 


LIMASSOL Coutfaitahla 15 2 
tadn Oat. 250m mb 5 nil 
■mmealilM. 0181 0471864 



EASTERN EUROPE 






MAY AND JUNE 
OFFERS! 


■k 10% Off Multi-Centre 
Holidays' 

PLUS MANY MORE OFFERS! 
Fo- A Co.'".' C= Oi:-< Fs s - 
S’j'.'.v.ss '97 B^OCiie-iL Ca-.: 

0990134 748 


FOR EFFECTIVE 
HOLIDAY PROTECTION, 
CALL US NOW. 


Cover yourself for as 
. many holidays as you 
can fit Into a year. 


60 


For Annual Tkatvel Insurance call 


0800 300 866 ££&■** 


in UBi in <0 m of ofiw ponl 
woodv boneer rfTBcmyt Vahda. 

near LagoTmiineao. IK hom 
south ofFlwmcc. tpoaaadar «ewa 
S doable be&roan. man am, 

nrimmrigpooLaiBdicrvKe. 

Mvridjr omed. XUM p.w. 

Contact Carol Tnmer 
0134428081 rtOtfinnsL 





Safi 


HOLIDAY IDEAS IV 



i.'.-isTjtTvv l.'Wj-ei.- i. ^ 

cloZ t tor-.>rn y? 


SPECIAL INTEREST 


OUHTA DO UUSO mazy tHU 
nriMMl- mmimn Mima. 
0X202 273836 


lines ant open Mon - Fri Satn-Bpnj. Sal - Sun 9am-5pm. 
For your pc-ntectioa cabs may be recorded or moaitored- 


SUN ALLIANCE CONNECTIONS 


GREECE 


-II- 


FRANCE 


FRANCE 




OVERSEAS TRAVEL 



m 
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SAVE HONEY - BOOK DIRECT! 
1700 PRIVATE OWNERS ADVERTISE 


Chateaux • VSBas a Rum Housss, many with pools • Cottages 
■ StuSos • Apartments • Family Hotels ■ MaMa Homes 
• Bed & Breakfasts • City Breaks • AB Regcns Of France 


Alt regions of Franco. Free 276 pg Colour Brochure 

Tel: 01434 682503 

http9Avww.cheznous.com 


AUSTRALIA 
& NEW ZEALAND 


Iff ff f f f ff f f f f t W 

l SO SURPRISING 


► 








TAILOR-MADE HOLIDAYS 
AT OFF-THE-PEG PRICES. 4 


Tell us your dreams beaten on 

and we'll lure them Individuality or cost - 
into a New Zealand and thafs a euas^ntee! 
holiday you'll never For more btformation, 
forget. Tailored K> fit giwusacafl. 
your wishes, our W -- wrl„_ 

holidays can't be A. 11 - W a j S 

air new Zealand 

appoint! n acini* 


The holiday cciiiiptinv that's as individual us von an 

01494 S75757 


ITALY 



TUSCANY 


•Venice •Florence 

• Sorrento • Lakes 

• Rome and Sicily 

For FREE Brochure calt 

01235 824324IS 

CRYSTAL 

ITALY 




0181 402 0168 

O Pc.x TOO AY 


"I 


Hunmouse ay the no, tm- 


Truditioaal farmhouses, 
rillas and apartments in 
half's prettiest regions. 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143681 

QUOTE JJ5S Or write to: 
Kscraec In holm. Dept 1359, 


THE ART OF L IVING 

ITALY; vAi 


PAftQUE DA FT.OIti-S'lA 

gSBEEg 



lTTlG*au3i 

ca 
i 


me pnmoqpK Com Bon 
of tab, Tanu, Aina Bbn, 
Caldb.U&nrSrCJM^ 
Akoikdd^Hbl 
hind of Mcumo- 
V3»i & apMmcm wMl poofe- 

0I2S59W90 


fsa 


PCI HOLIDAYS 


SPECIAL INTEREST USA & CANADA 



RUSSIA 


m 


,\:n r \ 1 m;k 


ITALY 


Discover 

the Magic of Italy 

• Hand-picked Hotels • Villas • 

• City breaks • Resorts • Islands • 


as KM TRWR va<r« 0*41 
Cue :•« MCCKRt -OTUM » , 

01233 211610 

Qwwwrr 


INDIA 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


0345 222111 

Book by 
26 tli Match*!?. 

AH finm fined m return Sons 
London. ro»' hr uitjecx to hated 
jvaibnfo' and tmei perink 
Phwiwt EnxBS ccdadcd. 

For iVnaHi aaZ conditions tee ITV 
Teletext fOSft jwr Dm) ageni nr 
Bnhsli Airways Trod Shop 


Wci^ld Cffehs 

British Airways 

The worlds tnounir airline sS 


INSURANCE 



0181522 3424 

MON-VIU tjj-.-tpn SAT 


for your tuBy inctffiive 



■Wi ft -fciff !■ dtfy w nlo* V7 
n»a tn rca cnrtugd cr naotagcL 


Winner TrMf tntevy Oob« Award J99S. B mar Shor- HuI 
SpveafiR OptnMK Air Tfcwd Croup HcMgqn. 


kerala 


escape now to 
a special place in 


can the real specialists now 
for our superb brochure 
2 weeks from £650 
Cape Travel Co. LtcL jl 
0181-9434067 § 





Okavango 

YOURS&. SAFARIS 


Simpl y the best 

tor BEkscd bobfayt im 
BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA & MALAWI 
MOZAMBIQUE 

NAMIBIA & ZIMBABWE 

SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
Tdh 4U134332S3 
Fkc a 181343 5287 
SceMmetadtR 

blI[li/« WHjfawngn.pi!,! 

QmSd Hone 
Aicqfia AveanB 
London N3 2TJ 
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CHESS 


by Raymond Keene 



GARRY Kasparova extraordinary 
. rwwlts in *e Las Palmas and 

- Linares ;. .tournaments, where 
Karpov, Kramnik, Anand, Pbigar 
and Topalov all fell under his 

• Ktyihe, are fikdy-to catapult him to 
"an unprecedentedly high inter¬ 
national ratingcf2833. Of the lead¬ 
ing grandmasters, only Ivanchuk 
held hefownwfth the champion, 
drawing one. -losing one, but also 

- winning one in their three games. 

Whatever, the younger genera- 
' rion did, rhe cynosure of all eyes 
^ was bound to be his dash against 
fr his supreme rival Anatoly Karpov. 
_ .The two had not played since early 
|994. when Karpov achieved the 
’greatest tournament triumph ofhis 
career, winning the Linares compe¬ 
tition by a massive margin. Both 
men lay daim to the World 
Championship; together or separ¬ 
ately they have dominated the 
chess landscape for more than two 
decades, antf Kasparov, in particu¬ 
lar, was but for revenge. 

White: Kasparov; Blade Karpov 
Las Palmas, 1996 
Nimzo-Indian Defence 

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 

3 Nc3 Bb4 4 Qc2 


Here Black L-ould have repeated 
moves with 25... ReS, when White 
may liave nuthing bener than 2b 
Bg3 with a likely draw. l n the heat 
or battle. Karpov tries fur more. 


26 CXtf5 RxdS 27 e4 Rxd2 
28 Qxd2 8a4 29 BhS Bo8 


A more combative choice is 2fi *... 
g6, which obliges White to sucriha: 
material for unclear compensation 
after either: fa) 30 Bffr Nh7 31 e5 
Qxb2 32 QdS+ NfS 33 Bf3 Rd7: or (b) 
30 Qhb Nhi 31 e5 Qxb2 32 Bxgb 
ftg6 33 Qxg6+ Rg7 34 Qxefj* Kh8. 


30 Bt2 
32 Bg3 


Qb5 

FW7 


31 Gtd8 Bc6 


Karpov has completely missed his 
footing. It would have been better 
at move 30 to capture While pawn 
on b2. Now he falls under a heavy 
attack. 


One of Kasparov’s favourites 
against the Nimzo-Indian, though 
he also defeated Kramnik at Lina¬ 
res with 4 e3. The point of The text is 
to acquire the bishop pair, without 
allowing his pawn structure to be 
damaged. 


4 ... 0-0 ’ 5 a3 Bxc3+ 

6 Qxc3 be - 7 Bg5 Bb7 

8 e3 ' d6 9 T3 Nbd7 

10 Nh3 c5 11 dxc5 bxc5 

12 Be2 Qb6 13 04) dS 


33 Qe8 - 

with the threat of 

Bdfr. 


WSM&M 


m&j 

ISM 

v. 

m 

t&l i&A 

m ms 

3Xm m 

® gift; 

Wifi. 

...m « 

m m mm 


mnm 


The position is in dynamic 
equilibrium. White has, indeed, 
gained the bishop pair, but Black is 
“well entrenched in the centre. 


33 ... QxfW. A convoluted way of 
trading queens, but if 33... Qb7. to 
lend added protection to the 17- 
pawn. then 34 BdG Rxdb 3S BxJ7+ 
still wins for White. 


14 Radi Bc6 
18 BM Ba4 
18 Ng4 


15 Nf2 
17 Rd2 


h6 

Bb3 


34Kxf1 Rd 1 + 35Bxd1 
36Bf2 BbS+ 37B©2 
38Kxe2 Nd7 


Bxe8 

Bxe2+ 


An unconventional idea which 
weakens his own pawn structure. 
Nevertheless, the open f-file which 
soon arises, does grant White 
significant attacking chances. 


Although Black has escaped into 
idea 


an endgame, the weakness of his 
queenside pawns, lying in the 
direct path of White's dangerous 
bishop, remains an insuperable 
obstacle. . 


PUNCHUNE 


READERS are invited to 
write an amusing caption for rhe 
cartoon (right), from 77ie 
Strand Magazine (reproduced 
from Westminster Libraries, 
Sherlock Holmes Collection, 
Marylebonc Library). 


The cartoon will be printed 
again next week with u caption 
from those submitted. 


tev:r<££2k-- 

- He msn&sSSSF' 


Send caption suggestions nn 
a postcard with your name and 
address to: Strand Caption 
42. Weekend. The Times, 

1 Penningion Street, 

London El 9XN. 


The Editor's decision is final. 
The dosing date for entries is 
Wednesday, March 12 



BRIDGE 


by Robert Sheehan 





‘Clone forty of him will you, 
I need a new fur coat” 


The winning caption fur Iasi week’s cannon (above) 
was submitted by P. Cunningham of Southend-on-Sea, Essex 


WORD WATCHING 


By Philip Howard 
BRETWALDA 

a. East Anglia 

b. An Overlord 

c. The Old Wessex Forest 


PENDRAGON 

a. Warlord 

b. A swan-dragon monster 

c. The fifth actor 


GOLIARDS 

a. Clowns 

b. High boots 

c. Lincolnshire dvkes 


PAVAN 

a. A sweet bun 
b A skylight 
c. A dance 


Answers on page 22 


DISCARDING is one of most 
difficult pan* of the game. There 
are many considerations, bur 
above all you must have a plan. 
One essentia' is to count die 
declarer's certain tricks; then if you 
see he can make the contract if he 
has a particular card, assume yuur 
partner has that card. Here is an 
example: 


Dir Morth Love a2 


Rubber bodge 


(Mace your partner with that card. 
You cant affurd to throw a spade, 
else declarer may set up a trick in 
diamonds, with the defence not 
being able to cash enough spades to 
set the coni rad. 

Hence your last five cards should 
be three spades, the king of hearts 
and one diamond. You have to 
hope your partner has the queen of 
hearts. That is ihe successful 
defence — the. full deal: 


*» k to a 

VA109874 
• K97 

#2 


* K108 

*A 109874 

♦ K97 
*3 


*AJ?G4 
VK53 
♦ B62 
4>Q8 


I N 

!W E! 

! s ! 


♦ AJ 764 
VKS3 
*862 
*Q8 


k“. 

I- S 


*932 
VOS 
♦ A54 3 
*9 765 


W 


N 


1H 

Pass 2H 
AH Pass 


Pass 


2C 

3NT 


*05 

VJ2 

* Q J10 

* AKJ104 2 


Corwact 3NT cj South. 
Lead. The sot ct spades 


Dummy's ten of spades wins the 
first trick. East playing the two At 
trick two declarer plays a club tu 
his jack, and >our queen. It seems' 
the best chance is that y our paruter 
has three spades, so you continue 
with the four of spade*. Yuur 
partner foJluus with the three, 
declarer wins in hand with the 
queen and runs his clubs. He turns 
out to have started with 
A KJ 104 2. You have to discard 
tour times. What do you keep? 

This is how you should think. 
Declarer has two tricks in spades 
and five in dubs, along with the ace 
of hearts. If he has the ace of 
diamonds he is home, so you must 


Notice that East should be thinking 
in a similar way. When West show's 
out on the third dub East can tell 
that declarer has eight tricks, and 
so to beat the contract East has to 
assume West has the ace of spades 
and the king of hearts. Thus East 
should keep two hearts and a spade 
ulung with Ax of diamonds as his 
last fixe cards. 

Some duplicate players sitting 
West would tell you after rhe hand 
”2 knew- that my partner had the 
ace of diamonds because his three 
an the second round of spades was 
suit-preference”. That is thinking 
on the wrong lines — the reason 
West assumes East has the ace u| 
diamonds is that otherwise declar¬ 
er would be making his contract. 
East's signalling is irrelevant. 


COMPUTER GAMES AND PASTIMES 


18 ... Nxg4 19 fxg4 Rab8 
20 g5 hxg5 21 Bxg5 Rb7 
22 Be7 Ro8 23 Bh4 Nf8 
24 Bg3 Rd8 25 Bh4 Rdd7 


39 Kd3 a€ 40 Bgl 
41 exf5 axf5 42 Kc4 
43 Kxc5 Nd3+ 44 Kb6 


fS 

Ne5+ 


Black resigns. 


WINNING MOVE 


Ces 

•: PcOnffBto 


By Raymond Keene 
Black to play. This position is 
from the game Dementiev 
DzindzihashviU, USSR 1972. The 
queen and knight are well known 
as a powerful attacking force iis 
..the two pieces.compiemeht each 
' other very welL How did Black, 
demonstrate this here? 

Send your answer on a postcard 
to The Times. 1 Pteraurigton Street, •: * 
.London El _ 9XNVIhe first correct 
. answer drawnjxri Thursday will 
win a year’s subscription to the 
- StauntonSocjety, which includes 
a free invitation to-the annual 
: dinner" at ; Simpson’s-in-the- 
Strand. The. answer will be 
published next Saturday. 


Last week’s solution: 1 Qh6 


Last week’s winner; D. Burnett, 
Billingham, Cleveland 



PREPARE to buckle your swash 
for Admiral Sea Battles, conjuring 
up a pirates of the Caribbean ride 
with crews in frilly blousons and 
the odd black eye patch. Taking 
control of the open seas needs 
strategy and cunning as much as 
the brute Force of an Armada made 
up of triple-decked battleships, 
galleons, galleys and paddle 
steamers. 

Playing against the computer in 
various devilishly hard missions or 
head-to-head against human oppo¬ 
nents — over networks or. thank¬ 
fully, on a single PC — you start 
with a limited budget to buy your 
formidable flotilla, from a choice of 
11 sailing vessels. Smaller boats 
travel furthest but crumple more 
quickly under attack. Ports, where 
ships are made, and - forts can also 
be built strategically along coast¬ 
lines to improve your odds though 
neither comes cheap. 

Gameplay is turn-based between 
you and opponents. Orders are 
issued to each of your units, telling 
them where to move or whether to 
pull alongside enemy ships and fire 
broadsides or. if your crew are not 
on their last sea-legs, attempt to 
board. The latter, when successful, 
adds that vessel to your own fleet. 
Each ship can take only so much 


flack before sinking, though if 
they manage to limp back to a 
home port they are fully 
repaired. Weather also plays 
its part in the ensuing battles 
as sudden storms whip up to 
blow vessels wildly off-course; 
throwing best laid schemes 
into disarray. 

The large expanse of sea 
may be boring to look at for 
hours on end. but ir is 
regularly broken up by dol¬ 
phins and flicking whale tails. 
Ships make their moves with 
pleasing whooshes in calm 
seas, while satisfying cannon- 
fire rumbles rule the waves as 
fleets become embroiled in 
battle. Seeing ships sink is the 
highlight in this subtle war 
sini. from 21st Century on PC 
CD-Rom. 

Next up, due by the early 


by Tim Wapshott 



Cannon fire from swashbuckling pirates 
rules the waves in Admiral Sea Battles 


summer, will be Admiral Andent 
Ships. This title looks to the ancient 
civilisations of Egypt. Greece and 
Rome for inspiration, offering sin¬ 
gle-sail boats from that era. But 
you’ll also have to fend off crea¬ 
tures from ancient myths. 

Admittedly, the style of warmon¬ 
gering in Admiral Sea Battles is 
nothing new as you command an 
array of units to eventually erode 


your foes’ defences, but for a 
change the action brings to mind 
dashing heroes like Errol Flynn 
rather than the routine mindless 
might of a Sylvester Stallone. 

Tlie SAS seem to be playing the 
anonymous troops in Red Alert, 
the glossy sequel to Command and 
Conquer and perhaps the best war 
sim so far. Played out to a 
soundtrack of your men continual¬ 


ly confirming receipt of your 
instructions over field radio, 
the game looks smart and 
plays very smoothly. 

for more sea-faring ex¬ 
ploits. Hasbro’s Battleship is 
a makeover of the pen and 
paper game of the same 
name. If you want loud 
explosions and dramatic vid¬ 
eo dips mixed up with your 
guess-work, this could be for 
you. In the same PC CD-Rom 
series, Hasbro also translated 
the classic world conquest 
board-game Risk but I find its 
appeal unsatisfying. 

This all-singing, all-danc¬ 
ing version lets you play other 
human opponents over local 
networks or the internet 
However. Hasbro’s Risk 
mysteriously omits the option 
allowing two humans to com¬ 
pete against each other on one 
computer, for years there have 
been plenty of tiny shareware Risk 
titles, such as Egarisk. which 
though basic mirrored the classic 
gameplay sufficiently well in ver¬ 
sions which allowed two. three or 
more humans to battle it out on the 
same machine. lt*s a sad omission 
by Hasbro, since many households 
only have one computer and few 


board games lend themselves so 
well to noisy and prolonged family 
fun than Risk. Hopefully this 
simple exclusion will be fixed in 
later versions. 

ln the meantime, if anyone has 
come across a particularly compe¬ 
tent version of Risk which does 
accommodate two or more players 
on a single machine. I’d love to 
hear from you. 

The next appeal is on behalf of 
Mrs J. Derwent of Davenfry. 
Northants, who writes to say she is 
desperate to buy a hand-held 
Scrabble game, called Monty 
Plays Scrabble. 

Combing the stands at die Toy 
and Hobby Fair recently didn’t 
produce the answer, although 1 
stumbled on plenty of portable 
parlour games—poker, one-armed 
bandits and so on — I drew the 
blank on finding a small Scrabble 
machine. 

So. it’s over to you. Do you know 
where Mrs Derwent can get Monty 
Plays Scrabble, or something simi¬ 
lar? All letters will be forwarded. 

This week's Top Tip, winning 
him a Microsoft title, comes from 
Alex Bunerworth. of Guildford, 
Surrey: “Surround your computer 
with a moat, to protect it against 
theft by soluble burglars." 


j<. i mtrir 
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ACROSS : 

I Tiny bit (of learning) (U$ 

8 Siegfried-,warpoet(7) 

9 Deeper, rinjg on target (5) 

10 Lime/day fertiliser (4) 

11 Howthetoopreparedjuie 
caught (2Jk3) 

13 /ohfl—; — Beaidsky (6) 

15 IndehT4esluni»ctuie(6) 
17 Cerenwmons Catholic ser- 
' vice (4.4) 

.18 Amongst (4) 

:.'2t Cfaar pj. 

•'•22 Dqdomats(Wtofcase(7) 
23 Methodical (10) 


DOWN 

2 Tightwad (5) 

3 Stepped; “generations liave 

—" (Hopkins) (4) 

4 Pacific warming current 

(2,4) 

5 One from Emerald Isle (8) 

6 Firing of bullet (7) 

7 Barset bishop’s wife (Trol¬ 
lope) (3,7) 

8 Share (one's) feelings (10) 

12 With no visible join (8) 

14 past misdemeanours (for¬ 
given) (7) 

16 Condition; lands (6) 

19 Speed of sound (4,1) 

20 Sicilian volcano (4) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1035 „ ,«Heckle 

ACROSS. 4Abbot 7 Hat-water 8 Dice 9S^Soda 
13 Kettle .14 Moment 15 Studio i» ™ 

20 Evensong 21 Liner c iwiaed 

: ; I)OWl^- tThrive 2 Strok 3 H j^ l 'J r Al ^™Soril 15 SB™ 
6 .'Trifle .11 Campaign 12- Landseer i** 

■ 46 Upshot. 17 Indigo 


i 
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5§Sr*t DrihW 


THE LISTENER CROSSWORD 


No 3400: Wheeler-dealing by Sabre 


EACH ROW and column comprises fwo words, 
entered cyclically, starting at an arbitrary square. 
All dues are normal, but three across and three 
down answers are thematically related, and must 
be replaced by six others of tlie same type before 
entry into the diagram. TTiere are nu unchecked 
letters; the solver need not enter bars. 


12 


One faithful cut pastor over bribe 
Itinerants are taken in by anglers 
Get used to wrong type of pen being mislaid 


DOWN 


1 


ACROSS 


1 


10 


11 


Radical dignitary loves embraces 

Senses an unusual reason 

Fish found in Baronet’s bathroom fixture 

Branchy neuromas lopped off 

Tight Greek character back? out uf eoivri 

Loses all hope here, as horse is in last place 

Handy quantities — of dates? 

It stops dog biting Liberal 
Foster-mother confronted young monkey! 
Remove old badger with tail docked 
Man on drugs, topless, came into local 
Sailor the French see in front gondola 
■ Like a crazy king — more cracked? 

Tray catching hot ash. for example 

Rope twisting round whale endlessly 

Grampian bears heard in mist 

Summer activity starts to confuse one riding m 

’ounds 

Showing doubt about the Male ut Wimn- 
socket's oracle? 

Large bill apropos Terry's boxing 

Carp that started flatfish 

English tan badly? Not in these scam 

swimming tranks 


m 


12 


Cockney agitator, one working on DS sub! 
Euro MP, coming on left wing, put on 
committee 

Dales, mossy in middle, maybe 

Coal, I see. ruined cotton cloth 

Crush recipe: plum cooked with hint of 

elderberry 

Impurities not seen in Diana 
Shame lecturer to make excel in studies 
St Andrew's turf, dishearteningly run wild 
Overcast in west with no sign of it turning 
Sidecar, for example, set upright on rear end 
Company holds fantastic dance 
One in tree climbs a certain way 
Word-play champion — bishop? 

Physician, oddly, earns silver money 
An erratic drunk causes delay 
Hairy creature swallowed by grandson 
One learned Valium must be re-ordered 
Digs for t. iuf. setting TNT with grunts 
t )ne cun .idenng eating red-headed fish 
T opless hussv kissing cardinal: allowed in Fife 
Spies tailiess whale, one venerated by Romans 
Stranger spins aboui megalopolis 
H\ a silver coin 

Hot air and phosphorus comprising bun 
preservative? 
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Solution to No 3397 
Rueoc cd Ire by Lx Gallo is 


Sjxvial dues iiimpriMT ihc 'heart" (nne or two 
l.-iii.T'O i'i each word m -<i|iicncc leading to (A) 
I k-fW[.•under fJS) tBl Joan/Darby (10) (Q 
lnJifi,'K» - nv.ii (M) ID) Iwuh/TriMam ll) |E) 
B*iiir.k , /Clyik- (17) if) Helen/Paris (2) (Gl 
l-.iiredic.-A'irnhi-u-v (4m til! Heluisc/Abelard (t>) 
Movagc :»l luurt nf pn.sk- in dupe of heart, 
lami-qut.u- l.nxJ lilkj. Hr. 1 ' lieari heart heart - 
Whii m: i n fPenguh i-biuwaiy of Quotations). 


MoprmK 

v nr.N il7| Awid (Hi ief.i i2l) Card (2h! Meat (34) 
’iL\irs i.»7i Mis*, i 3S| T.s.er i-M) Slone. 

I inwn - H) fan 13) Lind if ,j Sp^nd (8) Kent (^) Pipe 
iL’i lion ((.’! Gird flt.i cr>rd (Ni Fog (J4| Lamp 
(J 5) 


Mu- winiit-r i . B K**.- 1 if VVigston, 
l.nn.-vUT'llire. 


I Iw (1 e runners-up are M. Taylor nl 
R'iuci'.'\ M.dfiirdshm.-: L Mestel of Lewes. 

A. ! -i|_j?ari nf Bury Si Edmunds. 

St Hi it ■ M Cluky •ifClIlinj'ham. Dorset: and 
1 \|,h'k<iiii<sli <if Wvsi Wickhurt. Kent. 
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LISTENER CROSSWORD No 3400 

in association with Waterstone's 

NAME. 

ADDRESS. 

Cut out and send the completed crossword ahd coupon above to The 
Listener Crossword No 3400, 63 Green Lane, St Albans, Hertford¬ 
shire AL3 6HE, by Thursday, March 2D. 


W 


WATERSTONE’S 



The winner will receive 
a Waterstone's book 
token worth £75. Five 
runners-up will each 
Feceive a book token 
worth £10 





Watrrtone's first opened a bookshop in 1982, and now has a branch in virtually every 
major town and cny in ihe UK and Ireland. Each of its IQOodd branches has ai least 
50.000 ddes in stuck and can order any book currently in print in the UK. Om-of-Prim 
Bookscarch. 0IS92 522700. Mailing Service and Signed Firsl Editions. 01225 448596. For 
your nearest branch of Waterstone's. call 0181-742 3800. 





1 * 11 . A r i 


tr*i mi iinr «■ (iirii.*r. 






11 


J 


9'. 


1 . 



















































































26 


WEEKEND SATURDAY MARCH 81997 

TRAVEL 


TO ADVERTISE GAUx 
01714811989 (TRAtto 
01714814000 {PRIVATES 
FAX; 0171-4&W 




AIDA, CARMEN, 
RIGOLETTO, 

LA BOHEME, TOSCA, 

juil a few of the wonderful 
operas included in 
Page & Moy's 
Opera & Music Tours. 
Visit the historic open air 
arena in Verona, 
or La Sc ala in Milan - 
whatever you choose you can 
he sure of an unforgettable 
experience with memories to 
lail a lifetime. 

Verona 

Opera Festival 

19 9 7 

7 nights from £645 

Staling on Luke Garda, in Verona or Bassano del Grappa. 
Choice of Operas indude Aida & Carmen. 

La Scala 

Milan 

2 nights from £650 

A must former? Opera loner. 

Vienna 

State Opera 
4 nights from £555 

Induda hdketsjbr s prifarmanees. 

OPERA 


4 nights from £495 

Escorted and unescorted break includingperformances. 

Schubertiade 

at Feldkirch 
7 nights from £lI25 

Includes full programme ofperformances and excursions. 

New York 4 

4 nights from £795 ^ 

Induding 2 performances at the prestigious 
Metropolitan Opera House. 

Three Choirs 

Festival 

6 nights/or £795 J|| 

Including the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, 
the Brandrnhj>£ 1997 Consort and Orchestra da Camera. 

SCHIDLOF 

Quartet 

2 nights for £295 

Musical weekend in Ludlow. 

Callforyour 1997 brochure. 

Brochure & Reservation 
Hotline: 

0116 250 7747 J 

Quote Ref : EH6*s+ 3 


USA & CANADA 


ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS 



WINTER SPORTS 



CORNWALL & DEVON DORSET, HANTS. 

&LO.W. 




EAST ANGLIA 


SCOTLAND 


£ CHUDREN&TGENAGBtS 

Fun & AJ s wi t u re 
Ending A tiivil i as 
17 Years' Experience 

Superb FadEtiaa 
Escorted Travel 
Experienced SaptrvWflfi 
Day & Re u denEd Adventure 
HoGdays in London, 
WarcDstonhire, SkiHudsliiie, 
Norfolk & France 







MARCH SPECIAL 

3 NIGHTS FROM CW 


SSfi 


IRELAND 


Tel: Ol 71 724 2233 


CHANNEL ISLANDS 


SKI OFFER 

DUE TO GUP CANCaiATION 
Fnndi A/pJ Hood 
Mfxrb«xVZ199h(/B 
Orfr£99hn^c 
Usd VD and yovjn. 

700 bos pine cffcntBfanc 
Td now 01273412882 


Very reasonable, 
accomodation in good 
location, 100m from 
skflrfte. B8B and catared 
options. 

Call 

( 0033)47900 5663 
far details 


Special Offer to the 
Channel Islands 




Luxury Self Drive 
Short Breaks to the 

Isle of Wight 





ptow-23lfay+22Sl(]l-22De4 

PrimUdudes 
•AtaU^araSfteMi Hofei 
dtotainsftffishwferBx 


WEST OOmWAUL PaiUnum 
Wall mjrdpvd bta, sip* 6. sandy 
bosebas, cUU wlh, MhuT .fc 


COTSWOLDS 





U.K. HOLIDAYS 


T1MESCAPE HOLIDAYS 
BOOK DIRECT A SAVE ££'S 


TIMESCAPE HOLIDAYS 
BOOK DIRECT & SAVE ££’S 



RSHOPS COURT. Itoqaaw Spoil 
IMiMlm with a holiday or 
■ban bzaok at an lonly boul 
in a aMdflem miiIiib am- 
looking Tor Bay. Bishop* Coot 
la a malaatlc Bated betiding 
(S jMia H—t mom hide¬ 
away} i m nrad u> Ms Ortjl—1 
and mill ids in utod 
by a modem Goittaa Bocal. BTB 
4 Cravn Highly CoonMadod 
HomI (bong aod ^taaOnm 
may enjoy the RBB oso of 
iMlnrrr Bowls, nHOmM T«B- 
plb laattag Mow Swimming 
Mot Oy maaaiin n. laonai. 
Sanaa. Sotada. Tossing obit. 



English Country 
Cottages 

An unrivalled 
choice in England's 
lovelies! areas. 
Free 444 page 
colour brochure. 
Ring 

(01455) B52222 

QUOTE E W7 CMHnl 


QUAUm'HOUDAY- 
COTTAGES LN 
SUPERB LOCATIONS 


Axtidgn tnlrpets. pnehlebncn 
Mia.lim.iu. t-jmJ hi I rrpnee 
Special Ohmmtijir couples. 
CaHfrryeir fBtT fiilt CiAmr 
Wrhmt'me 


01756 7()222S 


walk, available Cww and titan 
after. Tab 01647 433456. 





. 'A s tf}e 

only broehu< e 

V° u " need 



BIG 560 PAGE BROCHURE 


a Widen choice - Ovor 4,000 
quality cottages la choose 
freon throughout Britain 6 
Ireland. 

• 1000’S OF 1895 PRICES HELD. 
Holiday* hem CBS per week 
or CH per Short Break par 
prapany. 

• Pets welcome at many 
Cottage* 

Call today for your 
FREE brochur*. 
cwaag com annas 


CO'IT.Ur £ 
HDIIDAYS 



0U2£{SSd992 
f.:. - •• 013J& 573E0B 



EXMOOR 



U.K. HOLIDAYS 


°12S2JA 572£ 

LODGES COTTAGES Sr CARAVANS 





Country Cottages 
in Ireland 

A magical choice of 
delightful holiday 
properties in Kerry, 
Cork, Clare 8: Galway. 
Free full colour brochure. 
RING ( 0990 ) 851166 
Quote cjm (24 Hnj 

Oe Vutitu: 

Cousins Gmtmh in Iulaw, 
Din G340, P.O.Bm II, 

Eaxl Swum. Lsjcistijl u* tzi. 


“■ : • Wj&&. 


CHURCH ariTIETTON 



SOMERSET & AVON 



SURREY & SUSSEX 



LAKE DISTRICT WALES 



LONDON 



NEW FOREST 



PEMBROKESHIRE 



CALL TRAVELODGE 
R 00 WL 1 NE F 3 ES ON 


COTSWOLDS 


NORTHUMBRIA 


r<C.l NftTiONWiDE 
■1 OVcIt 163 LOCATION'S 


EAST ANGLIA 



Welsh Country 
Cottages 

JL An unrivalled choice 
in the hot areas of Vales. 
Free 68 page 
colour brochure. 
BING (0990) >51122 
'• * 2 *. QUOTE W< 3 < c«a) 


UJC HOLIDAYS 


CUMBRIA 



DORSET, HANTS., 
& LO.W. 


mid-May £r a3pppn Fan 
Uq liras. 01XH1 B3«26 


Imagine an idyllic 

f cottage in a perfect rural setting. 

Inside there's a welcome hamper, wine chilling \ 
f in the fridge and a log fire waiting to be LiL 
Just a few of the touches that make oar elegantly 
furnished properties so special. 




NORTHUMBRIA 


WALES 


IRELAND 


PEAK DISTRICT 








HOLIDAYS .AFLOAT 


Exceptional holiday 
properties in the most 
beautiful areas of Scmland. 
HUS H PVE mUHflt lltOtUM 

RING (0990) 8SII» 
Quote s 524 C4 Hr, j 
0« Warn. Onivni Girrtai 
In 5. -m ,m% Di rr. S5IS. 
P.O IVn il. twi Smn.vj, 
L£H_tMn men 


THE CHURCHILL HOTEL 
YORK 

SPRING BREAK OFFER 
1997 

3 NIGirrS ACCOMMODATION. 
DINNER. BED & BREAKFAST 
Fran LW.H0 per person per nighi 

4 poacr moms a Sfn hMfaS areibbie 

RESERVATIONS 


I* 

f ^3R«SSpB 

lir 


Page & Moy’s special ;;[V; 
intereft escorted Holidays . . JR 
are for people witli a love ofv® 
superb ardiitedare, ~ 
places of hiilorical mtereft, 
y glorious gardens and great art- j 
Each tour is accompanied by ,'1 
an caperienced and spedalid 
|[- tour leader, sele&ed for their 
i. appreciation and great Lrf- 
v knowledge of the arts. 1 

v With over 35 years experience .'j' 

JT in organising worldwide travel,- V 
^ Page & Moy is the way to go. vf; 

l Pompeii | 

PAESTUM - 4 

and ..-4 

y Herculaneum /. 

7 nigFts^rom £835 «• 

? Staying in Sorrento and mdudafuBprogrxxmme oftmrsUws. 3 

| Sicily I 

j 8 nights from ±,8 9 5 J 

Including; Cefalu, Agrge nto , Palermo, Scgtsfat, Monneafe, Uh 

V Syraana and Catania- <c 

y 'rS. 

JT Poor Renaissance CocaTS~-fl| 

V wiirt 

I Ravenna I 

V. 7 nights from £1095 "J. 

V Indudmp Bologna. Gone, Urbina, Forma and Mantua. *V 

3r $ 

^ Albi and Pau 4 

7 nights/or £795 4: 

V- Including: Conques, Moissac jft 

y ond Saint-Bernard-de-Commnges. , 

|r 4 

If Moorish Spain 4 

8 nights from £895 -41 

V- A journey through AndoJuno. fndudmg: Rondo. jfl 
7 Jerez dt la Fronlera. Seville. Cordoba and Granada. Y 

|r 

Ancient and Byzantine 

'» Macedonia 4 

^ 8 nights from £1090 4| 

V Plus long weekends in Thessaloniki for the A 

2T Treasures of Mount Athos. J)b 

|r 

r Syria 4 

13 nights from £1675 

^(nduding; Duimscus, Bddlbrcir. and a full tmuvon prognunm^^ 

» Jrf ,x 

| Jordan J 

IT 1' HE Rose Red City of Petra ^ 

^ 8 nights from £975 JP 

V Induding: Amman. Jerask Fella. Kirniir. WWi Rum andAzmq. gr 

f ■J / •- 

f St Petersburg 

6 nights from £835 * 

ar Including: The Hermitage. Alexander Ntcslpi Monastery jR 
W and Pritr and Pau!fortress. 1 

\f ^ ‘ 

^ Houses and Gardens 

of Ireland 4 
V. 7 nights from £.935 j* 

r /nWinfmgi OuUin. Powmcauri, 1 

3jr Mount Usher. Russborough and many more. fly 

Call forjour igg? brochure. J|[ 

V Brochure £ Reservation jft 

r Hotline; ^ 

3 r 0116 250 7747 $ 

||C Quote Ref : EH9+32 ^ 

t ™ RAGE m * 

) u smoySH 

It lj HOLII 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































